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By Peter Riddell 

THEPrince of Wales has 
became aspopular as Tony 
Blair after a big p/ing of 
public pinion.in his favour 
since the; death of Diana, 
Prmcessof Wales, according a 
MORI poO for The Times 
_ The poll, undertaken earlier 
this month, shows that more 
thanthree-iifthsaf the public 
is satisfied with the way Prince 
CharlK is doing his job with 
less than three in ten dissatis¬ 
fied.This is the same balance 
as far Mr Blair. Despite a 
drop in die Prime Minister's 
ratings over the. past month, 
these figures are still higher 
than those achieved by Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher at any time in 
her premiership. 

These findings suggest that 
the public generally approves 
of the changed way that the 
Prince has handled his public 
appearances and his relations 
with his sons. Princes Wflbam 
and Harry, since, their moth¬ 
er’s death on August 31. 

The precise figures, are 61 
per cent satisfied with the 
Prince and 29 dissatisfied, 
compared with 61 to 27 per 
cent for Mr Blair. But as 
recently as August, just before 
the death of the Princess, more 
people (46 per cent} were 
dissatisfied than satisfied (42 
per cent) with the Prince. 

The Prince of Wales has 
improved his ratings most 
among those aged over 55, 
with die middle classes and 
with Labour voters. His ap-. 
peal seems to be strangest 
among the same non-Tory 
middle classes that have 
swung behind Mr Blair in the 
past couple of years. Mr Blair 
has higher approval ratings 



A gift far the Prince at 
. a Bristol cancer centre 

among men, the wcrrking- 
dass-and lS-to-54 year olds 
than the Prince; 

The Queen enjoys the high¬ 
est approval ratings. Nearly 
three-quarters, 72 per cent, say 
they are satisfied with the way 
she is doing her job with a 
fifth. 21 per cent, dissatisfied. 
Approval of the Queen rises 
with age. from 58 per cent 
among l&to24 year olds to 83 
per cent among pensioners, 
and is higher among middle 
than working classes, and 
among Tory than Labour 
supporters. 

The . monarchy . retains 
strong public approval, with, 
only a small minority of 
republicans. Just 15 per cent 
think Britain would be better 
off if the monarchy were 
abolished, while 55 per cent 
saying it would be worse off, 
arid 27 per cent thinking it 
would make no difference. 
This represents a small swing 


in favour of the monarchy 
since September. 

The net balance believing 
that Britain would be worse 
off if the monarchy was abol¬ 
ished is now higher than over 
the past four years, though it is 
lower than during the late 
1980s before all the controva-- 
sy started over the break-up of 
die marriages of Prince 
Charles and Prince Andrew. 

There are sharp contrasts in 
attitudes to the monarchy 
among various social groups. 
The largest number bdievtng 
that Britain would be better off 
if the monarchy were abol¬ 
ished are in Wales (27 per 
cent), among die unemployed 
(25 per cent) and readers of 
The. Guardian (32 per cent) 
and The Independent (26 per 
cent). Readers of tabloid 
papers are, in general, more 
supportive of die monarchy 
than die average. 

Satisfaction with the way 
Prince Charles is doing his job 
as Prince of Wales is highest 
among readers of the Daily 
Telegraph (72 per cent). The 
Times and Daily Mail (69 per 
cent). Daily Express (68 per 
cent) and Sun (64 per cent): •. 

□ Prince William and Prince 
Harry will travel to Sandring¬ 
ham today to join the rest of 
the Royal Family for their first 
Christmas without their moth¬ 
er. After church and lunch the 
family will gather round the 
television to watch the 
Queen's Christmas broadcast 
in which she is expected to pay 
a warm and generous tribute 
to Princess Diana. 

MORI interviewed 2J22 
adults on December 12 to 15 
at 769 sampling points across 
Britain. 



Girls, aged 12, from die Salisbury Cathedral School Choir yesterday singing at their last rehearsal before tonight's Christinas Eve conceit 


Geoffrey Boycott becomes star of the East 


ByTunku Varadaraian 

MILLIONS of young boys in 
India have become devoted 
followers of., a strange cult 
speaking a language - they 
tardy understand, crying out 
words of devotion such as 
"roobish" and “Root, you 
lazy booger." The subconti¬ 
nent has a new icon, and his 
name is Geoffrey Boycott. 

The flat tones of the former 
England opening batsman 
may not have won him much 
of a youth following in his 
homeland but his internation¬ 
al cricket commentaries on 
the Star TV system have made 
him an object of wonder in 
India 

So great is the addiction to 
Boycott, 57. that one group of 
schoolboys were given six of 


the best by their headmaster 
for* speaking at all times In 
their version of the Yorkshire 
accent. Their favourite word 
was “roobish” — used by 
Boycott to describe a bad shot 
or an inept delivery. 

The key to his popularity 
fies in his pithy approach. 
Indian viewers, accustomed 
to stilted commentators 
whose language veers be¬ 
tween the ornate and the long- 
winded, enjoy his devil-may- 
care independence. He uses 
words such as mad. crazy, 
silly, stupid and pathetic 
“That's daft creek-it," he says. 
“My raoom could have hit 
that for six with a rooth- 
broosh." 

A roar of laughter could be 
heard across India when he 
criticised an umprire’s deci¬ 


sion with the words: “If that’s 
out then I’m a Pakistani." 

Test and one-day matches 
are watched in every home 
• where there is a television set 
and Boycott's popularity is. 
growing among the older 
generation. Whoa ft is Boy¬ 
cott’s turn to commentate, 
even Indian “mooms" come 
out of the kitchen. Not since 
Rex Harrison took India by 
storm in My Fair lady has an 
Englishman's accent been as 
widely imitated. 

It was not always thus, of 
course. There was a time 
when Boycott was virtually 
persona non grata in India. 
He flounced out of England’s 
tour of 1981-2 (when the two 
teams played one of the 
dreariest Test series of the 
modern age) claiming that he 


was ilL He was seen on the 
golf course days after his 
departure, giving rise to the 
reasonable conjecture that his 
Alness had been a cover for 
his subsequent South African 
rebel excursion. 

Yet Indians have now for¬ 
given him. and the York- 
shireman has gone out of his 
way to learn something about 
Indian popular culture. 

To the astonishment of 
millions this month, he in¬ 
fused his commentary during 
the India-Sri Lanka series 
with numerous references to 
Daler Mehndi, a Sikh singer 
who currently tops the charts. 
"I like that Dollar Mendy and 
his fbony-coolered turbans," 
Boycott told an astonished 
audience. “Aye. and he sings 
soom great tunes." 



Boycott an icon for 
today's young Indians 
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Terrorists out 
for Christmas 

Patrick Magee, the IRA ter-, 
racist who nearly killed Mar¬ 
garet. Thatcher and her 
Cabinet in the I9S4 Brighton 
bombing, was released from 
the Maze prison outside Bel¬ 
fast to spend 10 days with die 
woman be married this sum¬ 
mer. Magee was one of 86 
republican and 74 loyalist 
Prisoners let out Page 2 

The Times 

The; Times will not be pub¬ 
lished on Christmas Day but 
wifi appear as usual on Box- 
fogEtey. We wish readers a 
happy Christmas. 
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The great 
getaway 
holiday 

BRITONS take to the road, 
rail and skies in their droves 
today for the Christmas exo¬ 
dus. with a record 650,000 
people choosing to spend the 
festive season abroad. 

The scale of the getaway 
pales in comparison with Ire¬ 
land where a third of the 33 
million population was esti¬ 
mated to be on the move either 
yesterday or today - many to 
join relatives in Britain. 

In Britain most holiday¬ 
makers have opted for the 
Canary Islands, mainland 
Spain and Portugal while the 
most popular long-haul desti¬ 
nations are Florida, Goa and 
the Caribbean. 

Forecasters predict that for 
those who stay behind Britain 
will be mild with rain or 
showers. Boxing Day is ex¬ 
pected to brighter and fresher. 


Forecast, page 18 


Schools may experiment 
with a five-term year 

Bv David Charter, education correspondent 


SCHOOLS are being asked to 
runa five-term year to find out 
if it improves pupils' atten¬ 
dance and results. 

The Local Government As¬ 
sociation will write to local 
education authorities next 
week asking for volunteers to 
reorganise the traditional 
three-term pattern for the 
school calendar. 

A five-term year would run 
on eight-week terms with two- 
week holidays in between, but 
retain a six-week summer 
holiday in July and AugusL 
The plan is less ambitious 
Than that proposed by Marga¬ 
ret Hodge, MP, chairman of 
the Select Committee on Edu¬ 
cation and Employment, who 
suggested shortening the six- 
week summer break. 

Ivor Widdison. education 
policy officer at the Local 


Government Association, said 
that a consultation of schools, 
parents and holiday resorts six 
years ago on a four-term year 
was split 50-50. 

Mr Widdison added: “Five- 
term years would allow a 
more consistent pattern for 
school examinations and 
would stop the 'end of term' 
ethos, which is often unpro¬ 
ductive for children. 

“We realise this is a radical 
proposal and that the educa¬ 
tion system has been through 
a lot of changes recently, but 
we hope that some local au¬ 
thorities, with the support of 
schools, .parents and the local 
community, including em¬ 
ployers. will agree to start a 
pilot project" 

A fiwterm approach has 
been adopted at some of the 15 
City Technology Colleges, the 


state-funded “centres of excel¬ 
lence" set up to revive results 
in deprived areas. 

Graham Lane, chairman of 
the Local Government Associ¬ 
ation education committee, 
said: "Where the five-term 
year has been introduced, it 
has been particularly popular 
with students and parents." 

Margaret Morrissey, 
spokesman for the National 
Confederation of Parent 
Teacher Associations, said the 
issue divided parents. She 
said: "A significant number of 
parents work and they are in 
favour of change because they 
feel it would be easier to get 
their children looked after. 

"But we do feel that it is for 
the parents to deride and it is a 
good opportunity for local 
government and parents and 
teachers to work together." 



High-fat diet 
may cut strokes 

American specialists today 
report that a high-fat diet 
reduces the risk of stroke.For 
each 3 per cent increase in fat 
as a proportion of total ener¬ 
gy, there is a 15 per cent fall in 
the risk of stroke. 

The report suggests that the 

advice which has given for 
decades by charities and pub¬ 
lic health experts may artually 
be increasing the number of 
stroke deaths-Page 5 


Comedian’s wife gives kidney to daughter 


By Richard Duce 

THE daughter of the comedian Jasper 
Carrott was recovering in hospital last 
night after receiving a kidney from her 
mother. , , . 

Carrott* wife Hazel gave the kidney 
to their daughter Lucy, 24, who plays 
The Archers character Hayley Jordan, 
during an operation at Birmingham’s 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital nine days 
ago. They were booked into the 
hospital under their real family name 

erf Davis. _ . 

Miss Davis has suffered a history o! 
renal illness over the last three years 
and it is understood that because of a 
shortage of donors it was eventually 
derided that her mother should give 

one of her kidneys. 

She followed her father, real name 
Bob. Davis, into showbusihess and 



Jasper Carrott and Lucy, who now has one of her mother's kidneys 


made her television debut three years 
ago with a part in Pride and Prejudice. 

Jasper Carrott issued a statement- 
last night saying: "This is a private 
family affair. The family is very happy 

and I hope that with the new axle of 


conduct for journalists the press will be 
sympathetic to our situation and allow 
my wife and daughter to recuperate in 
private." 

A hospital spokeswoman said last 
night that the operation had been a 


success and both mother and daughter 
“are recovering well". 

The Birmingham-born comedian — 
voted both ITV and BBC personality of 
the year in 1994 — and his wife have 
three other children: Janny, 20. Han¬ 
nah. 18 and Jake, 15. 

His agent Steve Huff said last night: 
“It is a private family matter. Jasper's 
been under a lot of pressure recently 
and the family doesn’t want any 
publicity." 

Advancement in the use of anti¬ 
rejection drugs means that Miss Davis 
is unlikely to suffer a relapse after an 
operation that took several hours. 
Because of the shortage of “dead 
donors" it has become increasingly 
common for one family member to 
donate a kidney to another. 

Mrs Davis is expected to be able to 
lead a normal life with one kidney. 
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Cook: advice on media 


By Jill Sherman 

CHIEF COUT1CAL CORRESPONDENT 

AN OVERHAUL of royal state 
visits is bring planned by the. 
Government after the Queen's di¬ 
sastrous tour of Pakistan and India 
in October. 

Hie Foreign Secretary, who ac¬ 
companied the Queen, has demand¬ 
ed a rethink do avoid a repetition of 
the debade when die Indians dis¬ 
missed Britain as a *■ third-rate, 
power". Robin Cook has now insist¬ 
ed that he be accompanied by his 
own senior media adviser from the 
Foreign Office on any future visit, so 
that die “heavy-hitter" can counter 
any damaging stories from the royal 


press corps and put his own gloss on 
stories if necessary. 

Mr Cook has also asked for the 
Foreign Office to be more involved 
in the advance planning of royal 
state visits and to ensure that their 
focus is on the future ratter than the 
past. The Fbrrign Secretary is said 
to have felt frustrated that the 
Indian tour, during the 50th anni¬ 
versary of India’s independence, 
harked back to the days of the 
Empire, rather than looking to 
build trade relations. Mr Cook had 
many meetings with business lead¬ 
ers to tiy to bang the drum for 
British exports but none was report¬ 
ed by the British media. He hopes in 
future to promote a more ‘‘modem” 


approach to state visits with less 
emphasis on imperial heritage. 

foreign Office officials are 'al¬ 
ready meticulously preparing for 
the Queen's state visit to Malaysia 
next September to attend the Com¬ 
monwealth Games, when-die will 
be again accompanied by Mr Cook. 

The Foreign Secretary is anxious 
fruit the new arrangements should 
be introduced by then. He will seek, 
to avoid any obvious pitfalls such as 
mention of the Pergau Dam affair, 
which damaged relations between 
the two countries for several months 
in 1994. 

Although relations haver, im¬ 
proved between the two countries 
since then they arc still ,notgood.' 


Robin Coo^is said to have annoyed 
Mahathir Mohamad, the Malay- 

• s&h Erune Minister, with ranarics 
’• -abdutBorhan rights during a recent 

tour of southeast Asia. 

On tiiis year's trip to the subconti¬ 
nent, Mr Ceok was unprepared 
when the Pakistani press published 
reports about a private, meeting 
belveen himself and Nawaz Sharif, 
-.the Pakistani Foreign . Minister. 
Reports suggesting that Mr Cook 
ha|l suggested Britain could inter- 

• - vene to help find a "hist solution” to 
foe dispute.eder Kashmir infuriated 
the I ndians and overshadowed the 
rest of The Queen’s tour. Although 
Mr Cook deriied that he had made 
any public comments about the 


meeting, he had no “spin doctor 7 to 
brief British journalists. 

Matters worsened after a speech 
by tire Queen in Islamabad when 
she called on Pakistan and India to 
settle their “historical" differences 
over Kashmir. Officials travelling 
with the Queen said she had acted 
on her-Governments advice. 

When the Queen reached India, a 
row broke out about whether she 
would be allowed to make a second 
big speech after the one in Delhi. In 
the end she made a few ori orients at 

the second event in. Madras. 

There was also concern from 
some Palace officials that the Queen 
had not received the admiration 
accorded to hex in the past foreign 


Office officials were annoyed, how¬ 
ever, that a trip-to Amritsar, which 
was expected to be one of the diplo¬ 
matic troublespots. proved to be a 
great success tut was not reported. 

Mr Cook had apparently QUOT" 
the decision to visit pakistanfirst, 
where sensitive issues were bound 
to be raised and then India, bu t was 
told this was the way it had been 
done during the last royal visit At 
the end of the tour he also ques¬ 
tioned the wisdom of arranging a 
visit to India during foe year it was 
celebrating its independence: he 
blamed the Conservatives for hav¬ 
ing set the date._ 

. Leading artidc page 15 


Bomber Magee 
heads terrorists 
on 10-day leave 


PATRICK MAGEE, the IRA 
terrorist who nearly killed 
Margaret Thatcher and her 
Cabinet in the 1984 Brighton 
bombing, was released from 
the Maze prison outside Bel¬ 
fast yesterday to spend 10 days 
with the woman he quietly 
married this summer. 

Magee, who was sentenced 
to 35 years for bombing die 
Grand Hotel in Brighton dur¬ 
ing the Conservative Party 
conference, married 31-year- 
old American novelist Barba¬ 
ra Byer in August. 

Magee, branded “a man of 
exceptional cruelty and inhu¬ 
manity” by the judge who 
handed him eight lue sen¬ 
tences, walked out of the Maze 
just after noon. 

A stocky, bearded figure, he 
kept his head down and said 
nothing as television crews 
pursued him to a red Peugeot 
where a tall, slim, red-haired 
woman dressed in a blade 
leather coat was waiting for 
him. She also remained silent. 

They drove away at speed 
from the prison car park 
towards the repu bl ican 
stronghold of West Belfast. 

Those who know Magee say 
his militant republicanism 
has not mellowed during his 11 
years behind bars. He is 
studying novels about the 
“Troubles” for a PhD. and is 
said to have developed a 
relationship with Ms Byer, 
who comes from Connecticut 
through correspondence. They 
married in a ceremony at the 
Maze in August attended fry 
about 25 relatives and fellow 
inmates. It was Magee's sec¬ 
ond marriage and his new 
wife has now moved to Belfast 
to be near him. Magee, aged 
46, was one of 86 republican 


Martin Fletcher 
reports as 160 
inmates are let 
out for Christmas 
family holidays 

and 74 loyalist prisoners let 
out for Christmas leave yester¬ 
day. but not the' only one for 
whom the next 10 days will be 
a de facto honeymoon. 

Paul K&vanagh. one of the 
1981 Chelsea Barracks bomb¬ 
ers. was freed from the Maze, 
and his wife, Martina Ander¬ 
son, jailed for her part in the 
IRA’s 1965 bombing campaign 
against English seaside re¬ 
sorts, was released from the 
Maghaberry prison in County 
Antrim. They exchanged vows 
in May, 1989. at a c er e m o n y in 
Full Sutton prison, near York, 
but have had little or no 
chance before now to 
consumate their marriage. 

The releases began shortly 
before 9.00 am. Prisoners 
from republican H-biocks and 
loyalist H-blocks were let out 
alternately, and with long 
gaps in between so they did 
not meet outside. It was early 
afternoon before the process 
was completed. 

Beyond the high wire fence, 
topped with coiled razor wire, 
wives and children waited 
patiently in the car park 
beneath a leaden sky. Some 
cheered as their men were let 
out, others made do with a 
quick kiss, and then they were 
off — the released inmates 
clutching brown paper bags 


containing a few possessions. 

Sinead Walsh's husband 
was jailed nine years ago for 
possessing explosives, and 
this was his first Christmas 
leave. It was also the first time 
her nine-year-old daughter, 
Mairead. has seen her father 
outride a Writing ro om and 
her excitement was obvious. 

Separately, the Progressive 
Unionist Party and the Ulster 
Democratic Party, the political 
wings of the main loyalist 
paramilitazy organisations, 
have met Mo Mowlam, the 
Northern Ielarid Secretary, 
over the past two days to warn 
of their members’ collapsing 
confidence in a peace process 
they consider one-sided. 

The release of terrorists like 
Magee, Kavanagh and bis 
accomplice, Thomas Quigley, 
have enraged their victims' 
families, and Tory and Union¬ 
ist politicians. 

But Northern Ireland* pris¬ 
on service argues that its 
unique, long-running home 
leave schemes help .inmates 
maintain family links and 
reduce the chances of them re¬ 
offending when eventually 
released. 

Adam Ingram, Northern 
Ireland's security minister, 
sympathised with the distress 
of terrorist victims, but said 
the schemes were "probably 
tiie most valued and respected 
privileges available to prison¬ 
ers here and contribute in no 
small measure to their eventu¬ 
al resettiemenr. 

□ The Irish government yes¬ 
terday gave 10 IRA convicts 10 
days Christmas leave. They 
included Thomas McMahon, 
who assassinated Earl Mount- 
batten of Burma in 1979 but 
has since left the ERA. 
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Patrick Magee, the Brighton Bomber, leaving the Maze Prison yesterday 


Welfare row eats 
into Blair holiday 

By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


Fanuly despairs 


By Paul Wilkinson and Stephen Farrell 


Peers face quick 
reform of Lords 

By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


TONY BLAIR interrupted his 
Christmas break at Chequers 
yesterday to defend his plans 
to reform the welfare state, as 
protests continued from Lab¬ 
our MPs and disabled cam¬ 
paigners. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury Dr George Carey 
also entered the controversy 
with a warning to the Govern¬ 
ment not to target the vulnera¬ 
ble and the poor. 

The Prime Minister chose to 
lead the Gghtback with a 
series of television and radio 
interviews at the Bernard 
Arms, the public house closest 
to his country residence. But 
the offensive was overshad¬ 
owed when Malcolm Chis¬ 
holm. who resigned as a 
Scottish Office Minister in 
protest at the cut in benefit to 
lone parents, said the Govern¬ 
ment had lost public trust 

“The problem has arisen 
because of the catastrophic 


error we made in cutting lone 
parents' benefits," he said an 
Radio 4*s PM programme. 
"We have betrayed our princi¬ 
ples. That is why we have lost 
the trust of the British people 
on welfare reform." 

Mr Blair repeatedly de¬ 
clined ro say whether the 
shake-up would produce los¬ 
ers, but added that disabled 
people with genuine needs 
had nothing to fear “My idea 
of benefit reform and welfare 
reform is not to take away help 
from those who genuinely 
need it," 

Dr Carey said that he 
understood the lop: behind 
the review, but said that the 
Government had to strike a 
delicate balance between 
modernising the system and 
protecting the most 
vulnerable. 

Fanuly holiday, page 6 


MEMBERS of the British 
family who lost three genera¬ 
tions in the Luxor massacre 
have given up hope of finding 
the body of Karina Turner 
before the new year. 

It has been more than five 
weeks since Miss Turner, 24. 
her five-year-old daughter 
Shaunnah, and her mother 
Joan Turner, 53, were killed in 
the terrorist attack. No date 
has been fixed for their 
funeral. 

The service at their local 
church in Ripponden. West 
Yorkshire, was cancelled at 
short notice a month ago when 
it was discovered that the body 
in Joan’s Turner's coffin was 
not hers. Days later it was 
revealed that her daughters 
body was also missing. 

Joan Turner's body has 
since been returned from Swit¬ 
zerland and tile body of a 
Swiss woman sent to Zurich. 


But police and Foreign Office 
officials are still trying to trace 
Karina Turner’s body, amid 
fears that it may already have 
been buried or cremated 
abroad. They are also trying to 
establish the identity of the 
body wrongly named as hers, 
which is still in Halifax. 

Ken Robertshaw. Joan 
Turner’s nephew, an inspector 
with West Yorkshire Police, 
said: “We are just sitting and 
waiting, there is nothing more 
we can do. We are totally in 
the hands erf the various 
government agencies." 

□ The son of two other Luxor 
victims has called on the 
Foreign Office to overhaul its 
procedures after being 
charged £180 for his parents’ 
death certificates. Officials 
backed down after Paul 
Wigham complained. His par¬ 
ents, George and Ivy, of 
Swanky, Kent, were killed. 


HEREDITARYpeers could be 
stripped of their voting rights 
as early as 1999,. die Lord 
Chancellor predicted yester¬ 
day, with legislation in the 
next Queen's Speech. 

Lord Irvine of Lairg, who in 
the new year will chair the 
Cabinet committee that will 
pave the way for the changes, 
held out the prospect of direct 
elections to a reformed second 
chamber to avoid the creation 
of “the biggest quango in the 
nation’s history". 

The Tories have claimed 
that Mr Blair plans to replace - 
foe hereditary peers with nun- 
dreds of Labour life peers in a 
huge extension of prime min¬ 
isterial patronage. - 

But- Lord Irvine said his 
committee would look ar all 
options — a folly nominated, 
folly elected chamber, or a 
mix. Of a nominated chamber 
he said: “I think that it would 


be important to avoid the per¬ 
ception of the biggest quango 
in our nation’s history.” 

.Viscount Cranborne, the 
Tory Leader of the Lards, 
challenged Lard Irvine to re¬ 
place simultaneously foe he¬ 
reditary peers with an elected 
or independent dement. 

But Lord Irvine said: “It 
would be very important to en¬ 
sure. if tiie nominated option 
prevaQed, it was perceived not 
as a big quango but as a house 
of all the talents of the nation 
and fairly appointed." 

The Lord Chancellor, who is 
one of Tony Bfaizls closest 
allies, said he could not make 
a commitment that there 
would be legislation in the 
next parliamentary session, 
which starts next November. 
“But there is every likelihood 
that therewill be legislation on 
the Statute Book." he told BBC 
Radio 4% Today programme. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dome spectacular 
is abandoned 

The spectacular show being devised fry Sir Ca mero n 
Mackintosh for the Millennium Dome has been scrapped 
along with plans to build a. 12 , 000 -seat auditorium in the 
centre of the. dome. Sir Cameron’s show would have 
involved £000 children on stage for two performances a day, 
bat he wfll now be foe creative adviser for a scaled-down 
show. A piazza visible from all corners of the dome will 
replace foe theatre. 

The New Millennium Experience said last (tight th at the 
cost of the theatre, and the possibility of using the money 
rtHtupari for developing other exhibits, had been minor 
considerations. The main reasons for abandoning the 
auditorium had been logistical: moving people in and out 
between shows would have been very slew, involving long 
queues. 

Sir Cameron said that he was disappointed, but also felt a 
tinge of relief. “1 am delightfully free of an extraordinary 
reponsibifity which was giving me sleepless nights. Now I 
can retire to my croft in Scotland for Hogmanay in 1999.” 

Cheer for homeless 

The country's largest.Christmas centre for foe homeless 
opened its doors yoteidaqraiftfirnoon. Over foe coming week 
an estimated 2,000 people will be provided with a bed, food, 
clothes and warmth, as well as a fizB Christmas meal and 
health checks, inside the warehouse in Bermondsey, south 
London. The building, owned fry the BBC normally stores 
millions of copies of J?fldio Times, it is the biggest of 35 
centres being run throughout foe country by Crisis, foe 
charity for the homeless. 

Illegal migrants held 

After a two-hour chase police detained two dozen illegal 
immigrants from five countries who jumped out of foe back 
of a lorry near Maidstone, Kent yesterday. Roadblocks were 
set up and a light aircraft used to track foe suspects as they 
rani off across fields. It is thought the 22 men and two women 
broke into the lorry when it was parked in Belgium. Stuart 
Dietrich watched foe immigrants jump out "It was just like 
a some from The Great Escape ," he said. "They just came 
pouring out, one after another, and sprinted off.” 

Lies and statistics . 

...' . .ft - :..'. ■- 

Evenbefore Jade foe Ripper stalked the streets of London in 
1888 police forces were massaging crime rates to protect their 
budgets and increase manpower, according to a new study. 
Dr Howard Taylor, of the University of Nottingham, says 
that Victorian police statistics tend to be constant because foe 
number of prosecutions was budgeted for and rationed in 
advance. Crimes were kept to an average of 90,000 a year 
with many more conveniently “lost" and for 86 years 
bureaucrats “rationed" murders to 150 a year. 

Briton allowed home 

A woman facing up to 25 years in jail for alleged 
muitiminkin-pouzid fraud in Kenya has been allowed home 
to Britain for'Christmas. Kerry Page, 28, of Cteckbeaton, 
west Yorkshire was allowed to leave Kenya on compassion¬ 
ate grounds, but has been told she must return for her trial in 
the new year. She has been on bail following her arrest on 
charges of handling stolen goods and theft arising from foe 
refugee crisis in Somalia three years ago. She said: "1 am 
innocent" 

NFU chief quits over beef 

The chief executive of the National Fanners’ Union of 
Scotland has resigned after criticism of the union’s actions 

over the beef crisis. In a personal statement Tom Brady said 

he could not bring himself to change the advice given to his 
former president Sandy Mole. "It had become dear that foe 
advice I was giving to tiie president was out of line with the 
mood of the majority of foie members of tiie Scottish NFU," 
Mr Brady said. Mr Brady insisted there was “no acrimony" 
at his depart u re 

Young Turk weds again 

A Turkish waiter who married a 13-year-oki British girl after 
meeting her while she was on holiday has married again, 
this time to a Muslim woman in a traditional Islamic 
ceremony^ Musa Komeagac, 21. was fined the equivalent of 


was made a ward of court in Britain and returned home in 
February last year. 
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Failing director 
learnt to fly for 
dramatic suicide 


A happy mood, a hug, then 2,000ft plunge into sea. 
Paul Whittaker reports on how one man chose to die 


A COMPANY'director on the 
Shrink of financial ruin learned 
how to fly so that he could kill 
himself dramatically. As soon 
as Terence Brand was allowed 
to fly solo, he took a light 
aircraft to 2 . 000 ft over Dorset 
and plunged straight into the 
sea. 

Mr Brand. 45, who had 
recently converted to Bud¬ 
dhism. left a suicide note 
saying: “My sole intention 
from learning to fly was to 
move on in one dramatic 
moment. It is my destiny, my 
right, my karma." He quoted 
a Buddhist poem: “Freedom, 
as free as a bird, takes my 
breath away, the divine wind 
blows." 

The hotelier, who also ran a 
Japanese consultancy firm, 
was a former newspaper exec¬ 
utive. a former British judo 
champion, and had three 
children. He added: “i have 
‘ lived a spectacular, successful, 
exdting and. apart from two 
or three blips, a happy life. 
Within 10 years my looks, my 
prowess, my will to succeed 
and love of life will further 
desen me." 

An inquest in Bournemouth 
heard yesterday that he had 
begun taking flying lessons 
three months before his death. 
His main instructor, Peter 
Piers-Johnson. said that his 
student tried to offer "incen¬ 
tives" to get through the 
training more quickly. He was 
said to be “extremely keen" to 
fly solo. 

Another instructor, Barry 
Hurst, said that Mr Brand 
appeared in high spirits at 
Bournemouth Internationa] 
Airport in Hum on the day of 
the crash. 

“My initial reaction was 
perhaps it was the excitment 
of a first solo flight" Mr 
Brand had insisted on hug¬ 
ging the dub's operation co¬ 
ordinator. June Vickers, 
before take-off,” he said. 

The chief flying instructor. 
John Mummery, who circled 
the airfield with Mr Brand 
before he took the controls 
alone, said he had told Mr 


Brand to make one drcuir 
only. He was surprised to see 
his student taking off for a 
second time. 

However, he said: “I was 
not unduly worried.! thought 
he had misunderstood the 
landing instructions." 

He watched as the £70,000 
Piper PA 28 aircraft, owned by 
the flying dub, climbed to 
2.000ft, circled the airport and 
then disappeared out of view. 
He said: "Air traffic control 
were trying to contact him and 
establish why he had taken off 
a second time. 

“At some stage 1 overheard 
his radio call saying. ‘Give my 
apologies to everyone*. He did 
not reply to further 
transmissions.” 

Mr Brand ditched in the sea 
a mile off Boscombe Pier on 
November 6. His will was 
found in a briefcase under a 
desk at the airfield, and a note 
written on the day of his death 
was found at Mr Brand's 
home in Charminster. Dorset 

He spoke of two broken 
marriages, a failed love affair 
and a financial mess. “To 
whoever reads this. I'm so 
sorry to have left in this way." 
he wrote. 

"Please give my apologies to 
all those who care. I have been 
trying to go for some time. 



Terence Brand: suicide 


selfish, said coroner 


"My sole intention from 
learning to fly was to move on 
in one dramatic moment. My 
actions are premeditated and 
calculated. The only thing is. 1 
would like to have a couple 
more days to son things out. 

"The primary object for my 
training to bea pilot is so 1 can 
prepare myself, giving suffi¬ 
cient courage, determination 
and focus that I will be able to 
move on- 

“I*m not sad. I’m not de¬ 
pressed. nor should those who 
are dose to me be so. It is the 
right thing for me to do. It is 
my destiny, my right, my 
karma. 1 have lived a'spectac- 
ular, successful, exdting and, 
apart from two or three blips, 
a happy life. 

“The truth is I have gotten 
myself into a Financial mess. 
There is an old Japanese 
proverb. Buddha refuses 
those who ask three times', 
which translates as There are 
limits to one's endurance'. It's 
better that I go now." 

The inquest was told how 
Mr Brand, who owned the 
Arundale Hotel in Bourne¬ 
mouth. and had once been 
chief executive of the town's 
Weekty Post newspaper, had 
become increasingly interest¬ 
ed in the East 
He had become a Buddhist 
set up a Japanese consultancy 
firm called Nichi-ei. learned 
Japanese and had a Far East¬ 
ern girlfriend. 

The inquest heard that he 
had tried to set himself two 
deadlines for his solo debut 
the first was on his birthday, 
and the second was on the day 
that his Korean girlfriend was 
due to travel home, leaving 
him behind. 

Recording a suicide verdict 
the Dorset coroner. Nigel Nev¬ 
il le-Jones, said: "It is dear to 
me that the manner in which 
Mr Brand took his own life 
was a bizarre, cool, selfish and 
calculated act As a result of 
this, a valuable light aircraft 
was crashed into the sea. 

“Being a Buddhist I suspect 
there was serenity in this final 
acL" 



A BABY boy has been aban¬ 
doned at a round! office after 
a woman walked in with a 
pushchair and told staff* "I've 
had enough — I cant rope." 
The child, thought to be 
about four months old. has 
been named Nod. Last night 
he was in the care of Plym¬ 
outh City Council's social 
services department (Simon 
de Bruxelles writes). 

Inspector David Evans, of 
Devon and Cornwall Police, 
said that Nod. above, had 
been abandoned two days 
before Christmas by a 
woman in her twenties with 
shoulder-length dark hair. 
“We are very worried about 
the woman’s state of mind." 


Hunt for 
mother of 
abandoned 
baby Noel 

he said. “Our first objective is 
to contact her and get her the 
hdp and support she needs. 
Abandoning a child is a 
criminal offence but no one’s 
dunking about that now. 

"Baby Nod has been well 
cared for. he is weft fed and 
some of his dothes seem to 


have been hand-knitted. We 
are hoping a relative will 
recognise one of these gar¬ 
ments and come forward. He 
is a lowly baby and ail the 
policemen and women have 
been cooing over him. 

"We thought about calling 
him Nicholas or Chris, but 
Noel just seemed right." 

A spokesman for Plymouth 
City Council said: “The young 
lady walked in pushing a 
pushchair. She walked up to 
the cashier's desk and said 
something along the lines of: 
'I’ve had enough. 1 cant 
cope'. She then told us to get 
in touch with a man who she 
named, then ran off. She was 
in a very distressed state." 


University 
was mean, 
judge tells 
employee 
who stole 

BY A CURRESPONDEVI 

A FORMER England lacrosse 
international whu cheated a 
university out of E65.IW0 was 
yesrerday jailed for IS months. 

But the judge who jailed 
Ann Hutchings branded 
Reading University- as "mean" 
after hearing that she was 
given a salary' tos than half nf 
what people in similiar posts 
a; other universities received. 

Hutchings. 44. r.f B ram ley. 
Hampshire, who was director 
of sports and recreation at the 
university's Wolfemien Sports 
Centre, turned to her family in 
the gallery al Reading Crown 
Court and said calmly. “1 love 
you’ as she was led away. 

She admitted 17 counts of 
fraud and theft involving a 
iota! of £b5.000. She had 
tricked outsiders into making 
cheques, meant for the uni\ er- 
sir.. payable to herself. 

Patrick Mullen, /or the pros¬ 
ecution. said rhat Hutchings 
told her employers that other 
recreation heads were paid up 
to two-and-a-nalf limes her 
salary. "It is clear that she felt 
she was effectively being paid 
a pretty paltry salary lor the 
responsibilities she dis¬ 
charged and for the way she 
had discharged them." 

Mr Mu lien said that 
cheques covering the cost of 
training Japanese students in 
sports activities had been 
made payable to Hutchings on 
her own orders. She received 
the cheques, worth up to 
£3,000 each, from the Gyosei 
International College in Read¬ 
ing between November 1Q92 
and March 1906. He said that 
Hutchings had asked that 
envelopes with cheques be 
marked "private and 
confidential". 

Judge Stanley Spence told 
Hutchings: "It appears you 
were shamefully underpaid by 
the university and 1 accept rhat 
this provided strong motiva¬ 
tion for your dishonesty. 

"I may fairly describe the 
attitude of Reading University 
as mean in refusing to ac¬ 
knowledge with fair remuner¬ 
ation work by you in 
providing increasing profits." 

Earlier the court heard that 
Hutchings had begun her job 
on a salary of £14,825 while 
orher sports directors received 
more than £30.000. 


Street 

scoops 

eleventh 

honey 

award 

By Rubin Yoi nc 

FORGET exotica *.uch as 
orange blossom. Hymet- 
tus and acacia. For world- 
beating honey, one need 
iuok no further than 
Woody ales Road in Lee. 
southeast London. 

The street's latest suc¬ 
cess has been clinched by 
ten-year-old Vanessa 
Hearn, whose honey was 
judged best in the world at 
the National Honey Show. 
Vanessa's honey beat that 
of producers from as far 
afield as Trinidad. India 
and Sardinia. 

It is the third time in the 
last four years that a 
beekeeper from Wond- 
yates Road has won the 
National Honey Show's 
international prize three 
times. In the last seven 
years, no fewer than (I first 
prizes in other 
honeymaking competi¬ 
tions have gone to mantel¬ 
pieces in the otherwise 
regular suburban street. 

Five doors from Va¬ 
nessa's home. Vera Grun¬ 
dy. 62. has been a world 
champion twice and 
another Woudyates Road 
resident. Eddie Freeman, 
won in 1991 and 1994. Mr 
Freeman, who died recent¬ 
ly. was joined in prizewin- 
ning prowess in the last 
two years by his protege 
and neighbour. Gary 
Hearn. 

Vanessa admitted: "1 
was pretty surprised to 
win best in the world. I 
think I just have a good 
hive of bees, and a very 
good Queen who must 
make them all work very 
hard. Our street is near a 
railway embankment 
which is covered in 
wildflowers and slinging 
nettles and all our neigh¬ 
bours have gardens with 
lots of flowers, apple trees, 
plum trees and lime trees." 

Peter Springfield, the 
National Honey Show su¬ 
pervisor. said Ihe success 
of Woodyates Road was 
unrivalled. “It's the bees 
you have, the pollen you 
get and how dedicated you 
are to details that make 
good honey." he said. 


Uniform adverts 
pay for teachers 

By Paul Wilkinson 


Man held over 
‘Marcos gold’ 

By Paul Whittaker and Stewart Tendler 


PARENTS are offering adver¬ 
tising space on their children's 
school uniforms in return for 
cash to pay for a teacher. 

Long-term staff illness ar the 
225-pupil South Parade In¬ 
fants School in Grimsby. Lin¬ 
colnshire. means there are just 
tw o teachers for the 72 sly and 
seven-year-olds in Year Two. 
Both the headmaster and 
another senior teacher are on 
sick leave and there is no spare 
money in the school budgtf to 
)‘pay for temporary replace¬ 
ments. The children, who take 
their first national curriculum 
tests next year, are currently 
crammed into two classes of 
36 instead of three of 24. 

Now parents hope to raise 
£14,000 to pay the salary of an 
extra teacher by offering com¬ 
panies a place for logos on 
their children’s schoolwear 

Evie Harrison, the acting 
headteacher, has given the 
fundraising drive her support. 
She said: "Parents have noti¬ 
fied us of their intention to 
begin a campaign to assist our 
school and the staff commend 
them for their efforts. All 
funds raised by them would, 
of course, be used entirely for 
the benefit of the children." 

Sue Kelk, one of the parents. 


said: “We have already ap¬ 
proached companies includ¬ 
ing Kimberly Clark and 
Courtaulds and have now got 
a hundred letters waiting to be 
distributed locally." 

She said the loss of one 
teacher could deal a major 
blow to the children's pros¬ 
pects. "This could not have 
happened at a worse time for 
them." she said. “They have 
only just started to gain confi¬ 
dence in their own reading 
and writing abilities. If they 
foil behind now and lose that 
confidence, they may never 
fully regain it" 

Another parent, Pamela 
Cross, has written to Tony 
Blair in protest She told him: 
“Our argument is with the 
system, if it means that 
because senior staff are on sick 
pay for long periods of time, 
the children are going to 
suffer." 

However, Geoff Hill, head 
of education at North East 
Lincolnshire Council, had res¬ 
ervations about the idea. He 
said: “This scheme is not 
illegal and it is a very well- 
intentioned idea, but in my 
view it may be a little inappro¬ 
priate for children as young as 
six to carry advertising." 


AN AUSTRALIAN who 
claimed to control £4 billion 
looted by the late Ferdinand 
Marcos, the ousted president 
of the Philippines, has been 
arrested for trying to defraud 
a London bank. 

FVjlice in Melbourne con¬ 
firmed yesterday that a 47- 
year-ofd man had been bailed 
alter being charged with at¬ 
tempting to defraud N. M. 
Rothschild in London.' The 
man may face further charges. 

A joint operation involving 
the Victoria police in Australia 
and the City of London force 
began after Rothschilds were 
rung by a caller offering a 
bearer certificate for gold 
worth £1 million. The bank 
was immediately suspicious 
and contacted police because 
individuals do not normally 
trade in bullion. 

The City force began tracing 
the call and then passed 
information to the Australian 
force. They raided a house and 
found the' man as well as a 
large number of certificates. 
No other London banks had 
been approached when police 
struck. 

Acting Detective Chief In¬ 
spector Jeff Calderbank of 
Melbourne’s major fraud 


group said yesterday that the 
man had alleged that the gold 
to be traded was bullion from 
the coffers of Ferdinand Mar¬ 
cos. He said the size of the 
scam would have been “be¬ 
yond comprehension”. 

A spokesman for Roth¬ 
schilds said the call from 
Australia had been unsolicit¬ 
ed, which immediately put 
staff on their gfuard. The caller 
did not mention the Marcos 
fortune but the bank was 
worried by the call. 

Ever since Marcos's death 
in 1989 the hunt for his 
millions has inspired treasure- 
hunters and fraudsters alike. 
In 1995 a former CLA agent 
living in Australia told a court 
that US intelligence agencies 
had tried to sabotage his bid to 
recover the missing Marcos 
fortune. 

Reiner Jacobi, 53, who 
worked freelance for the CIA 
and US Customs before going 
to Australia in 1987, success¬ 
fully staved off US govern¬ 
ment attempts to extradite him 
over an alleged conspiracy. 

Reiner tola the court that he 
had traced $15 billion, thought 
to be part of the missing 
Marcos fortune, to Swiss bank 
accounts. 


Crackers? Pull the other one 

David Charter on what the Queen will get with her paper crown 


THE JOKES in the Queen’s Christmas 
crackers are just as awful as those 
- enjoyed by the rest of her subjects. The 

Times can disclose. 

Sandringham has its own specially 
. prepared crackers but as a selection of 
jokes destined for the Royal Household 
sitows, the puns are punier than ever. 

That is despite a new range of riddles 
chosen by the royal cracker makers 
Tom Smith Ltd "to mark the L50th 
anniversary of the invention of the 
* festive table decoration by the Norwich 

6nn. 

No concessions are made for royal 
sensibilities to their crackers, which 
come complete with novelties such as 
perfume and pottery animals, 
cringeworthy one-liners and even 
paper-crowns- Those on the Royal 
Family's table come from Tom Smith s 
kSMrf-the-range “Santa Claus s™®" 


fion. which sell for £30 for ten in 
supermarkets. 

Example I: What kind of fish do you 
find in a birdcage? A perch! 

Example 2: What's musical and 
handy in a supermarket? A Chopin 
Liszt! 

Digby Burnell, chairman of Tom 
Smith, said: “There is no difference 
between what the Royal Family and the 
public get That's a very important 
point for us. The jokes are so awfiil you 
have got to share them with 
everybody.” 

The company has held a Queen's 
royal warrant since 1964 and a warrant 
for Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 
since 1975. _ 

Cracker mottoes have evolved from 
love poems of the last century, such as: 

Sunshine, happiness and laughter 

Be yours now and ever after 


By the 1930s, they had developed into 
limericks such as: 

There was once a woman called Mrs 
Who said “1 don't know what a Krs" 
But a fellow In haste 
Put his arm round her waist 
And quietly answered "Why This”. 
By the !970s the groan factor was 
well and truly established, with riddles 
like Why does a poor man have to 
drink coffee? Because he has no 
property (proper tea). 

A spokeswoman at Buckingham 
Palace said the Queen and the Royal 
Family modi appreciated Ihe royal 
crackers. “Royal warrants are only 
given to companies which regularly 
provide things for the Royal Family, 
who do enjoy their crackers, whether 
the bang, the hat, the jokes or the 
novelties, but I could not say in which 
order of preference." 
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We’re off to work for too long, says ‘Doc 

k-' pgrrarRev^ v--** General H< 


B> MARK HEINOEKSON 

SfX junior doctors were intro¬ 
duced yesterday as Dopey, 
Sleepv. Sneezy. Grumpy. 
Bashful, and Happy to illus¬ 
trate the dangers of working 
too many hours in spite of an 
agreement to limit their shite- 

One junior doctor in five is 
still forced to work excessive 
hours, the British Medical 
Association said. Patients 
continued to be at risk. 

Among the junior doctor 
"dwarves', only Happy. Jona¬ 
than Fieiden. an anaesthetist 
at Southampton University 
NHS Trust, felt conditions 
were improving fur them. 
“The NHS is beginning ro 
realise that tired doctors are 
not good for patients." he said. 

The other “dwarves" empha¬ 
sised the dangers of overwork, 
such as exhaustion, a short 
temper, lapses of concentra¬ 
tion and working while sick. 

The association's junior doc¬ 
tors committee said that more 
than 5.oO0 were working ex¬ 
cessive hours. Under the ag¬ 
reement that came into full 
effect a year ago. junior doc¬ 
tors should not'be on duty for 
more than 72 hours a week or 
work with patients for more 
than 5b hours, except in excep¬ 
tional circumstances. 

Mark Porter, chairman of 



Mark Porter, chairman 

the committee, said a failure to 
enforce the new regulations 
was putting lives at risk. 
"There is the potential for 
compromise on patient safe¬ 
ty." he said. “A New England 
Journal of Medicine study 
showed long periods without 
sleep could impair motor func- 


dopey 


-- . -- r - VI - # 

of the BMA junior doctors’ committee, unveils his six junior doctor “dwarves” yesterday to demonstrate the dangers of excessive working hours 


rions to the same extent as 
70 mg of alcohol, just less than 
the drink-drive limit. A tired 
junior doctor is similar to 
someone who mighr have 
been driving down the road 
after a Christmas party.*’ 

Dr Porter wrote yesterday to 
Alan Milbum. the health min¬ 


ister with responsibility for 
junior doctors, to ask that the 
new deal be enforced through 
regional task forces with the 
power to order NHS trusts 10 
cut excessive hours. 

Dr Pbrfer. an anaesthetist at 
Birmingham Heartlands Hos¬ 
pital, billed himself as Doc 


and unveiled rhe other doctor 
“dwarves". 

Sleepy — Huw Jones, also 
an anaesthetist at Birming¬ 
ham Heartlands — said he 
would frequently work after 
three'to four hours of sleep, 
which was "reasonably good 
as fa r as hou rs a re concerned “. 


Scottish parliament building to cost more 


Bv Sit 1 RLE* English 

TH E estimated cost of building a Scottish 
parliament has risen from £40 million to 
between £50 and Eb5 million, the Govern¬ 
ment confirmed yesterday. 

The price tag will depend on which of 
four shortlisted sites is chusen and on un¬ 
disclosed additional costs, including 
architects’ fees. VAT and the acquisition 
of land. Cost is likely to ptav an important 
part in the deliberations of Donald Dew¬ 
ar. the Scottish Secretary, who is expected 
to decide on the winning location during 
the Christmas break. His decision will be 
announced before the second reading of 
the Scotland Bill on January 12. An 


international architectural competition 
will then be opened for the building's 
design: the parliament building will not 
be completed until 2001. one year after the 
Members meet for the first time. 

Yesterday the Scottish Office released 
feasibility studies on all four sites, three of 
which are in the centre of Edinburgh and 
one at Leith docklands. As expected. St 
Andrew's House at Carlton Hill, Scot¬ 
land's traditional seat of power, emerged 
as the most expensive option at £65 mil¬ 
lion because of its status as a Grade A list¬ 
ed building. The three new-build sites, at 
Leith, a car park at Haymarker. and 
opposite rhe Palace of Holyroodhouse on 
the Royal Mile, were all estimated as 


costing £50 million. Apparently, visits to 
modem parliaments abroad had suggest¬ 
ed that the building would have to be 
larger than had been envisaged. 

Yesterday it appeared that Haymarket 
was trailing in the race to house the parl¬ 
iament. The site opposite Holyroodhouse 
was a late entry, but is now considered a 
frontrunner. Mr Dewar would not be 
drawn on which site he favoured, al¬ 
though he neglected to mention Hay- 
market as he talked about the pros and 
cons of each. 

The feasibility studies will now form 
part of a two-week exhibition in Edin¬ 
burgh and Glasgow of photographs, 
models and drawings. 


Dewar to decide on site 


HALF PRICE SALE 
STARTS BOXING DAY 
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When you buy from Magnet, you can he sure that you get 
a beautiful kirchen designed to meet your every need. You can also be sure that its built to take 

everything life can throw at it. Right now in the Magnet January Sale, all cabinets in over / e=SS=m *\ 

50 kitchen and bedroom ranges have been reduced, most by 5-j^, and there are some v § / 

great offers on and Whirlpool appliances too. 

Visit your fecal Magnet showroom today to take advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 

Magnet 

f)e 4 yu{'$!(iJ/mj built for life 

for your nearest showroom and opening hours call 0800192192 
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He would often be woken to 
perform routine tasks such as 
taking blood that could prop¬ 
erly be done by nursing and 
auxiliary staff. 

Judith Kerr, or Sneezy. a 
psychiatrist at St Christo¬ 
pher's Hospital, Fareham, 
Hampshire, said junior doc¬ 


tors were often forced to work 
when sick. “When I was a 
house officer on a geriatric 
ward. 1 once had acute food 
poisoning.” she said. “There 
was no one else to take over. I 
just had to carry on." 

Grumpy, surgical house of¬ 
ficer Liz Soilleux of Milton 



Final can of 
Spam leaves 
a bitter taste 


By Russell Jenkins 


THE last blue and yellow can 
of Spam rolled off a British 
conveyor belt yesterday after 
40 years and innumerable 
jokes. The Newforge factory in 
Liverpool is closing down with 
the loss of 140 jobs after losing 
the licence ro produce Spam 
for the Hormel Food Corpora¬ 
tion of Minnesota, which is 
switching European produc¬ 
tion to Denmark. 

Malcolm Johnson, manag¬ 
ing director of Newforge. is 
bitter that the American com¬ 
pany decided to withdraw the 
licence after Newforge 
achieved profits of £500,000 
last year on sales of about 
ES million. He said that 
£13 million had been invested 
in the company over the past 
IS months. He said last night 
“I will not eat another can of 
Spam for as long as I live. 

“We are dosing after a 
generation of producing 
Spam. It was done without 
any discussion whatsoever. 
We have increased market 
share significantly, increased 
profits and increased invest¬ 
ment in the plant 

“We are a dedicated Spam 
factory, so there is little else we 
can da" he said. “1 will be 
working throughout Christ¬ 
mas to see if we have any other 
options." 

Spam, a contraction of 
shoulder pork and ham. was 


first produced in America in 
1937. Since then billions of 
cans of it have been sliced, 
diced, fried, casseroled and 
grilled. It was the first lun¬ 
cheon meat that survived 
moderately fresh without 
being kept in a refrigerator 
and. has been marketed ever 
since on its versatility as a food 
suitable for breakfast lunch 
and dinner. 

Cans of Spam were dished 
out to American soldiers in the 
war as part of their basic 
rations. Now distinctly mid¬ 
dle-aged. it has not only re¬ 
tained its market share but is 
popular with a new genera¬ 
tion of young Americans. 

In Britain the combination 
of shoulder ham. salt water 
and sugar has thrived as the 
butt of jokes. It was 
immortalised by the Monty 
Python team in a sketch about 
the cafe that sells little else. 
Customers sing; “Wonderful 
Spam. Lovely Spam.” 

Spam mania is a recognised 
phenomenon .is America, 
where lovers, .pf'tht? conve¬ 
nience food flock to its home 
town of Austin, Minnesota, for 
regular Spam fests. i 

Spam became popular in 
austerity Britain because ft 
was not subject to rationing. It 
was imported into this country 
until 1957. when it was first 
manufactured on Merseyside. 



The last tin of British Spam. 140 jobs will be lost 


Keynes General Hospital, 

complained .that Junior ooc- 

tors were paici at nab rates for 
overtime instead of ifw doubfe 
nay given to other NHS s5ul 
“M ost people are reticent 
about claiming for the hours 
they actually work or trying to 
chsnse things because they 
are worried ft will have an 
adverse effect on their career 
prospects.” she said. 

Dr Soilleux s view was ech¬ 
oed by Bashful, a senior noose 
officer in an accident and 
emergency department who 

did not want to be identified j 
because he felt he had been 1 
held back by consultants after 
complaining to fhe press 
about hours in the past. Dop¬ 
ey. or Paul Flynn, an ob¬ 
stetrician at the Royal Victoria 
Infirmary. Newcastle upon 
Tyne, said his thought pro¬ 
cesses “slowed down enor¬ 
mously” when he was on a long 
night shift after little sleep. 

Dr Porter said he hoped Mr 
Milbum would play Snow 
White rather than be a Wicked 
Witch and enforce the new 
hours. Barbara Conn ah, of the 
NHS Confederation, which “ 
represents all NHS trusts and 
health authorities, said that, 
most had implemented the 
new deal. “Trusts have had to 
take on more junior doctors to 
cut their working hours.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Clue points 
to murder 
of mother 

Detectives searching for a 
missing mother-of-two 
believe she was murdered by 
her boyfriend who then com¬ 
mitted suicide. A new witness 
has told police he saw 29-year- 
old Helen Profitfs boyfriend, 
Mark Coldriek. dragging an 
object in a rolled-up rug into 
the back seat of his car shortly 
after her disappearance . a 
week ago. 

The next day Mr Coldriek. 
30. blew himself up with a 
petrol bomb at a disused 
quarry near their home in 
Newport Gwent Police have 
upgraded the investigation to 
a murder inquiry. 

Maiden cruise 

The 63,000 toruie superliner 
Arcadia, which replaces fix 
Canberra, set sail from 
Southampton on her maiden 
voyage yesterday for a It 
night Christinas cruise which 
will be followed by a three- 
month world cruise in 
January. ; 

Rural ride alert 

Police in Northumberland J 
have clamped down on off¬ 
road motorcyclists illegally 
churning up the countryside 
and disturbing quiet villages. 
In Operation Mud Plug, bik¬ 
ers have been stopped and 
warned not to continue into 
rural areas. 

Presenter banned 

The presenter of the Channel 
4 programme People's Par¬ 
liament, Lesley Riddoch, was 
banned for a year after admit 
ting drink-driving. Riddod). 
37, of Fowlis Wester by Crieff 
Tayside, who drove into a' 
tree, was also fined £400 at * 
Perth Sheriff Court 

Rescuer’s award 

A clergyman who rescued a 
drowning boy was awarded 
the Royal Humane Society's 
certificate of vellum. Canon 
Bob Fyffe. 41. minister of St 
John's Episcopal Church. 
Perth, dived into the River 
Tay in June and dragged 
Robert Marti/i, 11, to safety. ■ 

Better late 

pie bookmakers Coral is try¬ 
ing to trace a man who hi 
won £40.000 after placing a £1 
accumulator bet on Satur¬ 
day’s football results at a 
branch in Wisbech, Camb¬ 
ridgeshire. He is probably 
unaware that one of the losing 
results was declared void. 


Slice of life as Gorbachev 
overcomes the red squares 


By Carol M idg ley 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

EVERY gmit world leader 
likes to leave a monument to 
his achievements. On New 
Year's Day, British television 
viewers will see Mikhail 
Gorbachev hailed for turning 
Russia into a land fit for Pizza 
Hut 

It is the first showing of the 
result of a much-hyped adver¬ 
tising deal The father of 
glasnost and perestroika will 
be seen sitting at a table in the 
Pizza Hut restaurant in Red 
Square. Moscow, slicing up a 
pepperoni pan pizza with his 
granddaughter Anastasia, 10. 


At another table an old man 
j»ys b is because of him we 
nave economic confusion.” a 
younger companion replies: 
it is because of him we have 
opportunity.” The old man 
contests that Gorbachev creat- 
™ political instability, the 
younger companion insists he 
brought freedom. 

As the argument heats up 
an old woman says: “Jr fe 
because of him we have Pir/a 

HuL^lthecusto^iSS 

fheir feeL wave slices of pizza 
Gorbachev, 66. does nnt 

^during thecom^ereS 
which has English subtitles. 


but merely smiles wryly to tb< 
camera. He was paid an 
estimated £100,000 to appeal 
in it and the fee will gc 
towards a real monument 
establishing a permanent 
home for his Perestroika li¬ 
brary and museum in central 
Moscow. 

Gaiy Haigh. marketing di- 
rector for Pizza Hut UK said: 
we have a strong heritage of 
using world-famous personal¬ 
ities in a humorous and light¬ 
hearted manner for our 
commmerrials. We are confi- 
dent that our latest campaign 
wul bring a smile to people's 
faces. It should prove one of 
our best yet” 
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By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 




FATTY foods may not be 
as deadly as doctors nave 
claimed. In a timely study. 
■American specialists today re¬ 
port that a high-fat diet re¬ 
duces the risk of stroke. 1 V 
For each 3 per cent increase 
in fat as a proportion of total 
energy, there is a IS per cent 
fall in the risk of stroke, they 
.say. So while a high-fat diet 
■appears to increase the risk of 
heart disease, it cuts the risk of- 
stroke— a finding that left Brit-- 
ish stroke experts confused; - 
' The new figures come frcim 
the Framingham Heart Study, 
of residents of Fr aming ha m . 
M assachusetts, aimed at es¬ 
tablishing the links between 
diet and heart disease. They 
are published in the Journal 
.of the American Medical As¬ 
sociation by a team from Har- 


Scientists 


discover a 
chip for 


slimmers 


ByNiCK NOTIAXX ■■■ 


‘PEOPLE wifi-soon be able to 
make virtually fat-free chips 
i, -and roast potatoes in. their 
' own kitchens following ‘ a 
genetic engineering break¬ 
through by British scientists. 

The team, based at Oxford 
University, have devised a 
way of boosting the stuck 
content of potatoes, which in 
turn reduces their water con¬ 
tent and so thdr absorption of 
lat during cooking.. 

A spokesman for the gov- 
emmenfs Bio technology and 
Biological Sciences Research 
Council, which 1 has helped 
ftmdthereseardvsaidyester- 
dayr'TbclafOr ofl amtastof 
■french-fries depends laigdy 
■on the gaiter content of the 
potatoT fot replacing water 
dining the hying process. 
Potatoes with a higher starch 
Content have less water and so 
wiD take up Jess Cat during 
frying.” 

The breakthrough also has 
^ important implications in the 
developing world, where po¬ 
tatoes are a crucial source of 
energy in the diet The scien¬ 
tists hope to apply the same 
genetic Engineering process to 
^rther key crops. 

The discovery was made by 
chance by a team led by. 
Oxford’s Professor Chris 
Leaverand Dr Steve Hill, 
who were researching the way 
'plants breathe. 

•’ Dr Hffl said they had not. 
■as yet, eaten the gene-altered 
potatoes. “Ithink it would be 
against the law. But one is 
obviously tempted to paptme 
-y intoH* pot" 


vard Medical School arid Har¬ 
vard PflgrnhHealtbCare, led 
by Matthew Gfllman. 

They suggest foal the advice 
which has' been - drummed 
home fin- decades by. luart 
. diarities and public health 
spedalistsniayactually J be 
* increasing ■ the number ? of 
stroke deaths. 

The results' require craifir- 
^mation; they say.:“Nonethe¬ 
less, the results of this study 
raise foe possibility that re¬ 
striction of fet intake among 
residents of Western societies, 
as recommended by (he US 
National Cholesterol Educa¬ 
tion Program and others, does 
not decrease and could in¬ 
crease overall risk ■ of 
isdiadme stroke." 

1 Ischaemic stroke is caused 
. ‘ by a blockage in a blood vessel 
of file head or neck, and 
; accounts for about SO per cent 
of. all strokes. Deprived of 
blood, tifo brain is damaged, 
often, leaving permanent- im¬ 
pairment. In Britain more 
than 110,000 people a year 
suffer strokes: a third of all 
; major strokes are. fatal and 
. another third result in disabil¬ 
ity such as paralysis.. 

Since (hie same kind .of 
blockage is responsible Jar 
heart attacks, it has always 
been assumed that miything 
which but heart tides would 
also do the samefor strokes. 
The new study, which looked 
At stroke modence-and lat 
cOTsumpfiori in 832 men aged 
45 to . 65, over 20 ' years, 
suggests that that assumption 
is not justified. 

.: The reduction in stroke risk 
was Wnked bofo to total fat 
intake mid to the intake of 
saturatedfat — foe vexysart 
that is, supposed to he worst 
for heart disease risk.; In¬ 
creased consumption of mono*, 
imsatnraled fats, such as those 
found in olivcrcttL also reduced 
stroke: risk. But polyunsatu¬ 
rated fed from feb and vtegeta- 
Ue-ai^' ; (^im''iriewed as the 
heahhrest type of fat. did. not 
appear to reduce stroke risk. 

The authors conclude: “Our 
data suggest that fat intake 
does, not increase risk of 
stroke,' even; among subjects 
who developed coronary heart 
disease during the followup 
period. Moreover, fat intake 
was strongly inversely associ¬ 
ated with is chaemic .tfnAg in¬ 
cidence among those who did 
not develop coronary heart dis¬ 
ease in the follow-up period." 

The British Heart Founda¬ 
tion said it was surprised try 
the finding s and needed to see 
full jdetafis before making a 
proper comment. A Stroke As¬ 
sociation spokesman . said: 
“There are a number of outgo¬ 
ing studies that may give clar¬ 
ification an this. In the mean¬ 
time, there is no reason . to 
change thegeneral dietary ad- 
vice that is partrf many health 
education programmes.” 


DAVE KENDALL/PA 
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Aspirin oil trial 


as new weapon 

cancer 



By Russell Jenkins 


RESEARCHERS have 
hundred a five-year trial to 
investigate whether regular 
doses of asp irin can prevent 
bowel cancer, following evi¬ 
dence foal the simple pain¬ 
killer. could halve the 
number of cases. - 
■ • The rliqp»q> ' causes more 
than 31,000 deaths in Brit¬ 
ain each year, a higher toll 
than any. other Irani of 
. cancer.'except lung cancer. 
Scientists based at Queen's 
-Medical.Centre in Notting¬ 
ham fovdoped the initial 


'hig aspirin in a modified 
fonii cratid reduce the num¬ 
ber 1 of polyps or small 
gtowfos-that-lead to foe 


Over tiie next five years, 

the £500,000 trial will target 

more than 1,000 volunteers 
. believed to be particularly 
-susceptible to bowel cancer. 
Hospital's in Derby. 
Leicester, Salford. Bristol, 
Cardiff. Newport, 
Birmingham and Sheffield 
are takmg part 
’Many ef the patients wul 
have been treated for poi- 
yps.:&sne w21 be given, a 
form of the drag that has 
been ■ modified to red uce 
rideiefhets such as stomach 
upseis. Others wiU be given, 
-a, rtaeebo,-orfohe aod, a 


naturally occurring sub¬ 
stance found m seme foods. 

In recent years, aspirin" 
has been shown tb be im- 
portant in prev e n t in g heart 
disease. Recent trials , con¬ 
ducted in Bristol by Profes¬ 
sor Chris Raraskeva for foe. 
Cahcer Research Campaign 
suggest that aspirin can 
inflence the set of instruc¬ 
tions which, regulate cell 
growth' aikl/ultimately, cell 
death. In foe*, bowel, cells 
grow, die and are replaced 
more quickly than'in other 

parts of foe body. 

Folic add is also thought 
fo be important because ft 
helps in tbe production of 
DNA. foe molecule contr ol- 
ling aspects of cell growth 
and division. 

The project is foe focus of 
seasonal fund-raising for 
foe Cancer Research Cam¬ 
paign. The researchers 
emphasise that the aspirin 
is specially modified, and 
members of the public 
should not attempt seti- 
medi cation. 

Bowel cancer is particu¬ 
larly comm on among older 
men End women and is 
associated with poor, tow- 
fibre diets and alcohol- 
Doctors advise eating a 
balanced diet, high in fibre, 
fruit and il 




Briton back 
with family 
after kidnap 
ordeal 


SATURDAY in 
THE TIMES 


Trevor Breslin, reunited with his wife Catherine, 44. and their children Jack. 10, Holly, 12. and Rosie, 14 


A BRITON held hostage by 
Nigerian ofl workers in a 
dispute about pay and work¬ 
ing conditions arrived home 
yesterday, almost a week 
after his escape. 

Trevor Breslin. 44. who 
works for Western Geophysi¬ 
cal, said be was "dated” to be 
bads with his family in time 
for Christmas, after being 
hdd captive for two weeks in 
the country's On do Province. 

Other captives bad been 
released by tbe gang over 
several days in return for 
money. Last Wednesday 
more cash arrived and while 
it was being counted, Mr 
Brestin and the four others 
escaped on foe boat that had 
delivered foe money. 

Speaking from his home m 
Warrington. Cheshire, Mr 
Breslin, a father of three, 
said that the pay dispute “got 
completely out of hand"when 
be and his colleagues were 
taken prisoner. “U was made 
worse by the fact that there is 
a tribal war going on in that 
area and there are a lot of 
armed people about The 
dispute was taken over by 
mercenaries." (PA NEWS) 



LINUS 

R0ACHE 

Hollywood’s 
favourite Brit 



The great 
new comic 



Queues can be a pain.This one can kill 


Every day 47,000 people call 999 when it’s not an emergency. Please don’t be one of them. 

Help keep Britain’s lifeline open. 


THE KENT COUNTY CONSTABULARY,TOGETHER WITH BT,THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
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‘If ever you wanted to have a traditional English hassle-free Christmas, then Chequers isjgrycm 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24 1997 


PAUL FISTS 



B\ James Undue, political REPORTER 


TONY GLAiR will this week 
ixxi.'int ihe first Prime Minis¬ 
ter for eivht years to >pend 
ChriNimas’ at Chequers '‘.hen 
he takes his family to his 
■ rfficial country residence in 
E-ickicnihamshirc for the fe-.- 
:i\break Mr Blair, his wife. 
Cherte. and three children. 

ill he joined by family and 
frienJv. including Mrs Blair's 
n> it her. Gale, and Mr Blair's 
father. Leo. 

In recent times Chequers 
iva*. remained empty over 
Chri-tm:*' while John Major 
.elebrated the holiday quietly 
• ■. irh his family at their home 
in Huntingdon. But the Blairs 
h.r.e chosen to enjoy a tradi¬ 
tional English Christmas 
amid the I nth-century splen¬ 
dour of the 10- _ 

bvdroomed man¬ 
sion in the heart / vi 

i-.f the Chilterns. * v 

Tlte Tudor-Eliza- 
beihan mansion. ll J 

41 miles from flipri 

IXntnins Street. 
v.as given to the chil 
nation by Lord 

Lee nr Fa reham .-.o-n \ 

in !*I7 and first LdU 1 

tired bv Lloyd q nr] 

George in KOI. ailU 

Since filing their C3.T6 
home in I sling- L 
r.-n. the Blairs — ^ l— 

have seen Che¬ 
quers as a place where they 

can relax and escape the 

elaustrophnhki of their 
Downing Street fiat. 

They will be able to enjoy 
carol-singing round the 17 h 
Chrisrmas tree in the Great 
Hall, long strolls though the 
J .i« acre estate, and the 
chance to warm their roes in 
front of rhe many log fires. 
Th«»ce among their guests 


C We all 
enjoy it 
there. The 
children 
can be safe 
and really 
carefree 9 


desiring a different sort of 
refreshment can wander nfT to 
rhe nearest hostelry, the Ber¬ 
nard Arms, where Boris 
Yeltsin once bought a round of 
drinks. Any subsequently un¬ 
ruly guests could be locked up 
in the Prison Room, where 
Elizabeth I kept Lady Jane 
Grey seat red for two years. 

On Christmas morning, the 
family are expected to attend 
the Church of the immaculate 
Heart uf Mary, a Roman 
Catholic church four miles 
away in the village of Great 
Missenden. After a large 
Chrisrmas lunch in the oak- 
panelled Dining Room. Mr 
Blair is likely to join Euan. 13. 
Nicky. II. and Kathryn. 9. for 
a kickabout game of football 

_ on the front lawn. 

Although rhe 
, _ii Annenherg 

swimming pool. 
w where Norma 

7 1L Major learned to 

■-pUp swim, will be 

11 lc shut, the children 

r _ n will be able to 

I ci I cycle along rhe 

, cofp long drives. 

Srtlc In an interview 
aalhr last week. Mr 

Blair said: “We 
. p p « al! enjoy it there. 

cc J That’s where the 

children can be 
safe and really 
carefree. I hope to have a 
quiet, family Christmas and a 
good game of football." 

But with the Blairs in resi¬ 
dence. the ten staff made up of 
chefs, stewards, and house¬ 
keepers — some of whom are 
civilians, others of whom are 
from the RAF and Royal Navy 
— will remain at work to 
clean, cook and serve. 

Carol Thatcher, daughrer of 



Chequers, the Prime Minister's retreat in the heart of the Chil terns, was given to the nation by Lord Lee of Fareham in 1917 and first used by ZJoyd George in 1921 


the former Prime Minister 
Lady Thatcher, said the Blairs 
would not have to worry about 
housework. “There is a huge 
staff for them.” she said. "They 
are not exactly going to have to 
worry about the turkey. I fever 
you wanted to have a tradi¬ 
tional English hassle-free 
Christmas when you don't 
have to lift a finger, then 
Chequers is for you." 

The Majors, who will be at 
Huntingdon this week, always 
preferred to be at their own 
home. "They thought it was a 
bit hard on the staff, being 
away from their families." a 
close friend said. 

But when Lady Thatcher 
was in power. Chequers was a 
hubbub of festive activity. 
Carol Thatcher said Chequers 
lent itself to Christmas. "It has 
the atmosphere of a small 
Coiswold hotel." she said. 
"Lots of panelling, open fires, 
a large Christmas tree in the 
Great Hall. It is a lovely house 
in winter, both grand and 


cosy." She said her mother 
used to have an evening 
drinks party on Christmas 
Eve. a formal family lunch 
with dose friends after church 
on Christmas Day. and a 
buffet lunch on Boxing Day. 
‘She always used to have the 
VIP Christmas cards, from 
royalty and film stars, promi¬ 
nently on the piano so every¬ 
body could read them." 

Although Mrs Thatcher saw 
the house as a place of work, 
she aLso believed in its motto 
— “All care abandon ye who 
enter here". 

Parries would be held for rhe 
children of her closest officials 
and staff. Friends, both polit¬ 
ical and sodal. would be 
invited down. 

Mrs Major described a 
Christmas with the Thatchers 
in her book about the house. 
Chequers: The Prime Minis¬ 
ter's Country House and Its 
History. She wrote: "At Christ¬ 
mas there was usually a tour 
of rhe house and grounds. 


followed by a film show. But 
while her guests were watch¬ 
ing Around the World in 
Eighty Days or Ring of Bright 
Water, the Prime Minister 
was likely to slip quietly away 
to immerse herself in a hefty 
report in much the same way 
as the rest of us might curl up 
with the latest thriller." 

Mrs Major added that the 
former Prime Minister Janies 
(now Lord) Callaghan and his 
family were equally keen on 
Christmas at Chequers. “The 
Callaghans were regarded 
with "great affection by the 
staff and the family deeply 
appreciated the cheerfulness 
with which the staff gave up 
their Christmas to look after 
them." she wrote. 

“They wenr to great pains 
with the small touches that 
mean so much: the children 
were delighted by the life-sized 
'snow-covered' reindeer and 
sleigh, made by the staff, 
which greeted them on Christ¬ 
mas morning." 





I i givvtvu u IX-I I1 will WIUMl a 

morning." Marie. Margaret, Denis and Carol Thatcher at Chequers for Christmas 1981 

Irvine seeks southern sun 
as colleagues stay at home 


By James Landale 


WHEN 

your friends recommend 

LAPHROAIG, 

who needs 

ENEMIES. 


You may be close friend; but your opinions 
of Lavhroaig (la-froyg) could be far apart. 
■r‘? the unique richness of our whisky that 
•v3u*o such extreme reactions Some people 
immediately fall for our mall's delicate, 
::r.or:c-\. phenolic taste. Others i.ill foul of its 
rich. pea tv reek and oilv. medicinal tang 
Take a dram together Tat rn.ir friendsntr 


LAPHROAIG’ 

no half measures. 



ALMOST the entire Cabinet 
will spend the Christmas holi¬ 
day quietly at home with their 
families in Britain — except 
for Lord Irvine of Lairg. 

While his ministerial col¬ 
leagues have eschewed their 
holiday hideaways in Tusca¬ 
ny and Provence, the wealthy 
Lord Chancellor has headed 
off for a spot of southern 
hemisphere sun. 

Even Geoffrey Robinson, 
the Paymaster Genera L is 
slaying away from his San 
Gimigniano villa and Cannes 
apartment to be with his 
family in his £1 million coun¬ 
try home near God aiming in 
Surrey. Apart from carving 
the turkey. Mr Robinson will 
follow his own longstanding 
tradition of reading a Shake¬ 
speare play over the break. 

Within hours of the House 
of Lords rising last Friday. 
Lord Irvine packed his bags 
and flew off with his wife to 
South Africa's summer sun. 

"It is nothing so exciting as 
a safari." his officials said, 
pointedly refusing to say ex¬ 
actly where he was staving."it 
is just an ordinary holiday. 
Although he might fit in the 
odd meeting with the Justice 
Minister out there." After ten 
days by the pool. Lord Irvine 
will return to spend a few 
days in Britain. But in the 
first week of January the peer 
will then head for the Carib¬ 
bean. where he will join Betty 
Booth royd for the six-day 
Commonwealth Speakers' 


Conference in Trinjdad and 
Tobago. 

Among his many roles, the 
Lord Chancellor is also the 
Speaker of the House of 
Lords. His officials denied the 
trip was “a junket" and insist¬ 
ed that serious work would 
take place among the palm 
trees and rum punches. 

Despite the exotic destina¬ 
tions. Lord Irvine's Christ¬ 
mas will pale beside those 
enjoyed by his predecessor. 
Cardinal Wolsey. lo whom he 
recently compared himself. 


Christmas for Henry VIlI's 
Lord Chancellor would have 
involved a garguantuan meal 
at Hampton Court where he 
lived in the 1520s until his hill 
from grace. 

According to Peter Brears, a 
food historian who re-enacts 
similar feasts at Hampton 
Court the Christmas lunch 
would have been dominated 
by all sorts of meat and game. 

This would have included 
swan, quail, mallard, pigeon, 
rabbit woodcock, curlew, 
crane, goose, heron, various 


MARYEVANS 




Cardinal Wolsey: home for a huge Christmas meal 


deer as well as chicken and 
pork. One expensive delicacy 
popular at the time was 
porpoise and seal meat 

The centrepiece of the meal 
would have been a wild boar's 
head, stuffed with its brains 
mixed with diced tongue, 
spires and herb. The whole 
thing would have been 
wrapped in doth and boiled 
for ten hours. 

Absent from the tahle, of 
course, were turkey and pota¬ 
toes which had yet to be 
introduced from the Ameri¬ 
cas. Drink would have been 
English red and white wine. 

After a pudding of sweet¬ 
meats and sugared wafers, 
the cardinal could have set¬ 
tled back to enjoy the jesters, 
jugglers and story tellers. 

Back in the dosing years of 
the 20tb century, Gordon 
Brown will spend a quiet 
Christmas in Fife with his 
family and his girlfriend Sa¬ 
rah MacCaulay. The Chancel¬ 
lor could, of course, use his 
official country residence at 
Domeywood for a festive 
blow-out, but he has not 
stayed at the 45-room man¬ 
sion in Buckinghamshire 
since taking office. 

John Prescott, the Deputy- 
Prime Minister, will be in 
Hull with his family. Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
and Frank Dobson, the 
Health Secretary, will remain 
in London, and David 
Blunkett, the Education Sec¬ 
retary, in Sheffield. 


Students score over masterminds 


STL’DENTS salvaged their reputation as 
the brains of Britain last night when the 
reigning champions of University Chall¬ 
enge beat a team of finalists from the rival 
television quiz show. Mastermind. 

A record low score last month by an all- 
woman team from Cambridge University 
brought claims of "dumbinsfdown" in the 
country's most prestigious seats of learn¬ 
ing. But a mixed foursome from Magda¬ 
len College. Oxford, redressed thehaiance 
in style. 

Magdalen overcame the !W. last-evcr 
Mastermind champion and three run- 
ners-up in a Christmas special. The 2hO 
205 victory on BBC 2 will help to erase the 


By John O’Leary, education editor 

memory of New Hall's highly-publicised 
humiliation. The Oxford team triumphed 
even though the Masterminders had 
knowledge of 12 specialist subjects be¬ 
tween them. 

.Afterwards University Challenge pro¬ 
ducer Peter Gwyn said: “This latest 
programme should put paid to claims 
that students are nor us bright as they 
used to be. 

"University Challenge constantly 
Throws up controversy about rhe student 
population uf the UK as a whole, and 
questions are raised as to whether thev 
could hold their own against their elders. 
.By purring them against a truly formida¬ 


ble team of Mastermind winners 
finalists, I think weVe demonstrated I 
the,student population is as briahi 
well-informed as ever." 

The Magdalen team comprised 
Adams, the captain, who is studs 
mathematics and philosophy; o 
Andress who is reading philosophy ; 
JBp hl £iP r >' ; English undergradv 

Gwylhm Thear. and historian Ajj 

The Masterminders’ team was r 
tatned by Colin Cad by. who was Joiner 
C K we,! ’ Andrea w «*on and 
SSm ***** champion a. 
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And on the 13th day I took out a big loan 


The outlay for 


the gift list in 


the song is steep 
these days, says 

Robin Young ‘ 


THE cost of true love has 
Jkore than tripled this Christ¬ 
mas. The total cost of the gifts 
catalogued in the traditional 
song 77ie Twelve Days of 
Christmas has jumped like a 
lord a-leaping to E21,547.59. 

Last year penny-pinching 
and bargain-hunting around 
Europe kept the total down-to 
£6,028.93, the lowest since 
I98Z This years shipping 
expedition reverted to tradi¬ 
tional sources within Britain, 
and the result was the costliest 
declaration of love to date. 

The Times has recalculated 
the sum each year since the the 
World Wfldlife Fund began 
the exercise in 1973, when die 
total was a modest £2316.60. 
The course of true love having 
never tun smoothly, this eco¬ 
nomic barometer has always 
been one of the most unsteady. 

The list of presents suffers 
Vivian overload, including no 
-less than 184 birds- It is also Li¬ 
able to pressure from wage de¬ 



mands, being a source of em¬ 
ployment for 140 milkmaids, 
drummers, pipers, dancing 
ladies and leaping lords. 

This year only the swans a- 
swimming and geese a-laying 
are cheaper than last year. 
Tte partridges (oven-ready), 
at £430 apiece, came from 
Gordon Hepbum, of Mount- 
nessing, Essex, chairman of 


the Guild of Q Butchers. Had 
the lovestricken swain bought 
partridges from Hatreds they 
would have been £5.95 each. 

The pear trees were sup¬ 
plied by HOliers of Winches¬ 
ter, at £17199. The turtle doves 
present a problem because the 
species is protected in the wild. 
The true lover again opted for 
the closest approximation — 


the most presentable white 
doves he could find. Tesco 
supplied the French hens (free 
range and corn-fed from the 
Landes) at £3.99 a kilo. 

Alan Dawson, a supplier of 
aviary-bred colly birds (black¬ 
birds, which cannot be taken 
from the wDd), has long told 
us that he never really sells 
any of those few blackbirds he 


has. The true lover this year 
made an expensive swirdi to 
mynahs; according to Roger 
Caton, of the British Bird 
Council, they are £200 each. 

Not many years ago gold 
rings were obtainable at £4.99 
each; this year we could do no 
better than £40.75 for a lady’s 
dress ring from Bravingtons. 

Geese a-laying became less 


expensive because the Wild¬ 
fowl and Wetlands Trust has 
reopened its bamade goose 
adoption scheme, through 
which supporters can adopt 
bamade geese in the wild, 
and have free admission to 
trust reserves, for £17 a 
year. 

The cost of sponsoring wild 
Bewick or whooper swans a- 


swimming through the trust is 
unchanged at £25 each. 

With the human workforce, 
much depends on the artirude 
at union headquarters. This 
year the true lover agreed to 
employ milkmaids on over¬ 
time rates of £832 an hour, 
rather than getting stung for a 
weekly rate. Last year, he 
managed to get the girls at an 
hourly rate of next to nothing. 

The musicians are another 
matter, and this year their 
union insisted on £13.40 an 
hour per man, with a mini¬ 
mum of four hours' per en¬ 
gagement, and an extra E10 a 
man for the drummers for the 
trouble of transporting their 
kit. Last year we drafted 
volunteer drummers from Ul¬ 
ster and bought CDs. 

Equity's quote for II ladies 
dancing, drawn from the Roy¬ 
al Ballet, rose to £26630, and 
they also demanded £17 each 
for the apparently necessary 
business of attending classes. 

The lords a-leaping can 
usually claim the maximum 
daily expenses they could have 
if attending the Upper House, 
though last year they did it for 
love. Now they are entitled to 
£3430 a man. Had they trav¬ 
elled in from the country and 
required an overnight stay the 
sum would have risen to £7S 
each, and if they could prove 
they needed secretarial assis¬ 
tance that would add E3330. 


Toy train 
finally 


arrives 22 
years late 


By Kathryn Knight 


WHEN Guy Taylor found no 
train set in his Christmas 
stocking in 1975. the six-year- 
old thought that Santa had 
overlooked him. In fact, his 
letter to Father Christmas had 
been lost behind the seats of a 
steam railway carriage. 

There it lay for 22 years, 
until it was found during 
cleaning on the Keighley ana 
Worth Valley Railway, West 
Yorkshire. Staff have tracked 
down thelittle boy—now a 28- 
year-aid architecture student 
in Sheffield — and presented 
him with his toy set at last. 

A spokesman for the rail¬ 
way said: "One of our repair 
men found the letter which 
was a little crumpled but still 
intact We run Santa specials 
every year and give out toys. 
We felt bad that one of our 
passengers had been forgotten 
and decided to make up for 
lost time." 

Mr Taylor's family moved 
some years ago, but the new 
inhabitants still had a for¬ 
warding address. 

Mr Taylor said he was 
delighted: “Pm the little boy 
that Santa nearly forges." 
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THE first research centre dedicated to 
male cancers is the aim of the everyman 
appeal of the Institute of Cancer Re¬ 
search. At Europe's largest cancer centre, 
in Sutton. Surrey, the institute intends to 
build a laboratory focusing on cancers of 
the prostate, testis, bladder and kidney. 

As part of hs annual Christmas Appeal, 
The Times is asking its readers to raise die 
money for a machine to study the genetics 
of prostate cancer. Behind this objective 
lie bigger ambitions — the study of all 
male cancers, and what they can tell us 
about cancer generally. 

Professor Alan Harwich. Director of 
Clinical Research and Development at 
the institute and at the Royal Marsden 
NHS TYust. says: "Research on common 
cancers like cancer of the prostate has 


been neglected, compared with that on 
breast cancer. My anxiety is heightened 
by what has happened in the US. and 1 
believe will happen here. 

“There, the introduction of screening 
for prostate cancer has led to a fourfold 
increase in the number of cases, so that 
prostate cancer is now the commonest 
cancer of all. I expect exactly the same 
kind of increase here. 

“The big catch is that the outcome of 
prostate cancer is so uncertain. Some 
develop so gently that no treatment is 
necessary, while others move very rapidly 
into the rest of the body, especially the 
bones. If we just tell men that they have 
prostate cancer, many will have needless 
treatments, never mind die anxiety of the 
diagnosis. Those men would be better off 
not knowing." 

The way around the problem, he 


believes, is to identify the differences in 
individual cancers which determine how 
they behave. Genetic analysis of the 
tumours, for example, may reveal specific 
genes which are linked either to slow or 
rapid development. 

Professor Harwich identifies three 
kinds of genes as candidates: those 
determining the rate of cell proliferation, 
those involved in correcting errors in 
DNA, and those determining whether a 
tumour cell can migrate to another part of 
the body and grow there, too. 

Fbr cancer of the testes, die emphasis 
will be different. This is me cancer which 
can often be cured by drugs: an 80 per 
cent cure rate is far higher than for most 
other cancers. Understanding why would 
be valuable because it might explain what 
is different about testis cancer which 
makes it, relatively, such a soft target. 
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Orphans of the 
Cold War defeat 
parents in U S 

Adontion cannot , * ay ; ™ mute, tried 

f\uupuun UCLIIUUL . t0 furniture and licked 



Children like this Romanian street boy can bring great grief to adoptive parents 


French 
bra has 
fruity 
scent of 
success 

From Adam Sage 

IX PARIS 

A DELICATE fruity 
odour will float from 
French lingerie next year 
in an attempt to stimulate 
what accountants pru¬ 
dently call the “night-time 
market”. 

With surveys showing a 
sharp decline in Gallic 
romance, and the manu¬ 
facturers of slinky under¬ 
wear bemoaning poor 
sates, a Parisian company 
has hit upon the idea of 
perfumed bras. 

In the drawer, they are 
like any other garment. 
When wom. or “caressed", 
they give off an aroma of 
“pink grapefruit apple, 
watermelon, blackcurrant 
and apricot", according to 
rbe firm. NeyreL “It’s not 
the sort of thing you'd 
wear to work." said Mi¬ 
chel Leri, a director. 

His venture was bom 
out of frustration at recent 
stagnation in the Fr lb- 
billion (El.6 billion) 
French lingerie market. 
The average French 
woman may buy rwo bras, 
six pairs of knickers and 
one nightshirt every year, 
but this is not enough to 
satisfy firms such as 
NeyreL They note that 
British women now buy 
more lingerie. 

Microencapsulation is 
the technique that enables 
aromas to he weaved into 
lingerie which will be on 
sale next year for between 
Fr 290 and FrSQO. “The 
aroma slowly emerges 
from thousands, even mil¬ 
lions, of capsules. It is as if 
the llowers on our lingerie 
are giving off the smell." 
M Levi said. 

But there is a drawback. 
After one wash, the scent 
vanishes. 


Knickerbox blow, page 19 


THE strain of adopting East¬ 
ern Bloc children who turn our 
to have severe psychological 
problems is forcing a small 
but growing number of Amer¬ 
icans to give up. 

Doctors have evidence that 
up to a third of the children 
have chronic, irreparable 
brain damage, leaving them 
with low IQs. destructive be¬ 
haviour and an inability to 
show affection for their adop¬ 
tive parents. 

The di/Eculries stem front 
the time the children spent 
from birth to well beyond 
infancy in orphanages in Ro¬ 
mania. Russia and elsewhere. 
Kept in rows of cots, they 
received only a few minutes of 
human contact a day. were 
never cuddled and were starv¬ 
ed of mental stimulation. 

As a result, doctors say, 
their brain scans show- large 
areas where there is no activi¬ 
ty at all. "Tlte effeers of 
institutionalisation do not go 
away when families give a 
loving home.” said Ronald 
Federici. a neuro-psychologist 
near Washington who has 
treated more than 1.000 child¬ 
ren from Eastern Europe. 

He accuses adoption agen¬ 
cies in America and in the 
countries concerned of mis¬ 
leading would-be parents by 
not warning them that the 
high-risk children will take a 
heavy emotional roll. 

Among his patients were 
Russian twins adopted by a 
New Jersey couple. The domi¬ 
nant twin threw 20 ro 30 
temper tantrums a day and 


solve problems 
of the past, 
says Ian Brodie 
in Washington 

tried to drown his brother. 
Sent to live with another 
couple, the troublesome twin 
attacked his new mother with 
a baseball bat. The boys now- 
live in separate cenrres for 
troubled children. 

Another couple who gave up 
were Kathy and Mike Ballou, 
of Kansas City, who paid 
$25,000 (£15.000) for two-year- 
old Stefania from Romania, 
who they were assured was 
perfectly healthy. As soon as 
they saw her. they knew some¬ 
thing was dreadfully wrong. 
Mrs Ballou confirmed yester* 

. Romanian plea 
to save children 

Bucharest: President Conv 
tantinescu of Romania 
sounded the alarm yester¬ 
day over (he plight of thou¬ 
sands of homeless children. 
In a TV address, be urged 
citizens to take responsi¬ 
bility for their welfare. “The 
plight of our children has 
earned us international no¬ 
toriety." he said. (Reuters) 


the floor. She spun in circles, 
flapping her arms and bang¬ 
ing her head. Mrs Ballou, “a 
nurse, took her to a psycholo¬ 
gist who found that she was 
probably autistic and a victim 
of retardation from foetal alco¬ 
hol syndrome caused by her 
mother’s heavy drinking dur¬ 
ing pregnancy. The Ballous 
visited doctors, took sick leave 
from work, sold their car and 
spent their savings of $15,000 
in med ical fees before deciding 
they had no choice but to give 
up. Another family took on the 
burden. Mrs Ballou still re¬ 
grets losing the girl, but said 
she was broke and “beyond 
exhausted". 

Every weekend, Dana Hub¬ 
bard. a Washington account¬ 
ant, looks after two Romanian 
sisters, now eight and eleven 
but with mental ages of two 
and seven, just to give their 
single adoptive mother a 
break. On walks in a park, the 
younger girl tries to run up to 
strange dogs, no maner how 
often she is told they could 
bite. “It is heart-breaking for 
these parents who so badly 
wanted children." Mrs Hub¬ 
bard said. 

The flood of difficult cases is 
unlike anything seen in the 25 
years that"Barbara Holtan has 
been handling special-needs 
adoptions in York, Pennsylva¬ 
nia. At least once a month she 
is asked to find a new home for 
children from Eastern Eu¬ 
rope. She said that there were 
no national statistics, but an 


estumted2D.OQ0 children had 
been adopted by Americans 
since the end of die Cold War 
in 1991. A third are reckoned to 
adjust well and a third have 
some emotional or learning 


difficulties; the remaining 
third have severe problems. 

A support group, the Parent 
Network for the Post-Institut¬ 
ionalised Child, has 2300 
members. The organiser. 


Thais Tepper, told USA Today 
that parents had called to say 
their adopted child was setting 
fire to the house. “These 
problems are adoption’s dirty 
little secret.” she said. 


Judge gives jailed German tycoon freedom for Christmas 


Frankfurt The disgraced German 
property tycoon, Jurgen Schneider, 
was convicted of fraud and sentenced 
to jail by a Frankfurt court yesterday 
for deceiving the country's largest 
banks out of billions of marks. 

Judge Heinrich Gehrke, who criti¬ 
cised the banks far making 
Schneider’s fraud easy. said, howev¬ 


er, that he saw no risk that Schneider 
would flee the country and granted 
his wish to spend Christmas with his 
family. Schneider was neither a 
professional fraudster nor a Robin 
Hood of the property world, said the 
judge, who spent two hours reading 
the verdict in a crowded counroom 
while Schneider, impeccably dressed 


in a dark blue suit, watched impas¬ 
sively. 

Schneider. 63, who has already 
spent 32 months in jail, broke down 
and cried outside the court after the 
judge said he would have to begin 
serving the sentence of six years and 
nine months after Christmas. He was 
convicted on charges of fraud and 


document forgery in what has been 
called the biggest case of corporate. 
deceit in post-war German history. 

Schneider pleaded with the judge 
for a lenient sentence. He said that 
his banks, among them his largest 
creditor Deutsche Bank AG, tacitly 
accepted obvious irregularities in his 
loan applications because they be¬ 


lieved his projects would make a 
profit He fled Germany in April 1994 
and. after spending a year on foe run, 
was arrested in Miami, Florida. 

He seemed to have a gift for 
refurbishing decaying dry-centre 
buildings, and his efforts in Frank¬ 
furt and Leipzig earned lavish 
praise. (Reuters) 


Yeltsin 
returns 
to face 
ills of 


country 


Prom Richard Beeston 

IN MOSCOW 

TER nearly two wee *^ 
ay from his office because 

i bad cold. President Yeltsin 
short his recuperation 
terday and returned to 
rk for a few hours, to 
ifront a mountain of wait-. 


istration. , . , 

"Coming back to work is the 
best medicine for the Presi¬ 
dent,” Sergei Yastrzhembsky. 
the presidential spokesman; 
said, adding that Mr Yeltsin 
managed three hours in his. 
office before returning to his 
sanatorium outside Moscow, 
as previously agreed with his 
doctors. Although Kremlin 
officials are always at pains to 
emphasise how much work, 
the Russian leader does at his' 
country retreat, it is clear that 
during his latest absence sev¬ 
eral pressing problems have 
been left unresolved. 

The priority for die Presi¬ 
dent is to put renewed pres-, 
sure on the opposition- 
dominated Duma, the lower 
house of parliament to 
authorise next year’s budget 
The Bill, which passed its first 
reading only because of Mr. 
Yeltsin's direct intervention on 
the chamber floor, has since 1 
been deliberaiedly stalled by 
Communist deputies. 

In normal circumstances, 
the budget delay could be 
dismissed as an annoying but 
predictable political issue. Bur- 
today it is an aggravating- 
factor in a financial system 
permanently in crisis. Taxes 
lie uncollected, wages are un¬ 
paid and there is a threat of a 
currency collapse in the new 
year, with the launch of a 
revalued rouble. The budget 
issue, therefore, will be likely 
to dominate talks on Friday 
between tile President and the 
Speakers of both houses. 
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CHINA yesterday refected a 
by the International Com¬ 
mission of Jurists for a United 
Nations supervised referen¬ 
dum in which Tibetans inside 
Tibet and abroad could de- 
dare their views. 

“We perceive the producer 
of this report as being ex¬ 
tremely ignorant of libers 
history, and extremely igno¬ 
rant of the principles of inter¬ 
national relations and interna¬ 
tional law." a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said. 
“Since an dent times,Tibet has 
been an integral pan of China, 
and matters concerning Tibet 
are China’s internal affair. 
The International Commiteee 
of Jurists should stop interfer¬ 
ing in China’s infernal 
affairs.” 

The lawyers accused China 


of colonising Tibet and wag- 
J ing “total" war on the Dalai 
Lama. , in its 365-page report 
, the Geneva-hased commission 
described Tibet as “under 
alien subjugation", and called 
for a UN-supervised referen¬ 
dum in which Tibetans could 
dec l are what they want* the 
commission noted this could 
lead to independence, “genu¬ 
ine internal self-government.” 
or a continuation of Chinese 
rule. 

.The.commission has stud¬ 
ied Tibetan affairs since the 
1950s, when it issued a report 
condemning Chinese rule in 
Tibet "Iit is to maintain its 
alien and unpopular rule that 
China has'sought to suppress 
Tibetan nationalist dissent 
and extinguish Tibetan cul¬ 
ture," says the report's intro- 
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Fourth victim dies 
in chicken flu scare 


By Jonathan Mirsky 


A-FOURTH person suspected 
of having avian flu died yester¬ 
day as Hong Kong authorities 
suspended aQ chicken imports 
from China. 

‘'The woman. 63, was among 
three suspected and nine con¬ 
firmed victims of the virus. 
She died of pneumonia. 

: Chickens from China, 
which supply 75 per cent of 
r ; those consumed in Hong 
V Kong, were “temporarily sus¬ 
pended" from last night in 
what was described as “a 
voluntary measure by the 
mainland health authority." 

The ban appears to run 
counter to die claim yesterday 
bylju Zoulu, Deputy Director 
of the Guangdong Health 
Department, that “there is no 
trace of the disease in chicken 
populations on the mainland." 
Chinese officials insist that no 
mainland person has been 
diagnosed with chicken flu. 

. .In one family two children 
have avian flu and two are 
suspected of having the virus. 
All the children are in satisfac¬ 
tory condition in hospital. 


Some health officials are ad¬ 
mitting, off the record, that the 
disease, is being passed from 
human to human, although 
Dr Paul Saw. Hong Kong’s 
Deputy Director of Health, 
said yesterday that this had 
not been confirmed. - 

The problem with the four 
children is that their grand¬ 
mother is said to scavenge for 
dead chickens in a rubbish' tip 
where they have been discard¬ 
ed by butchers. No one has 
tested the dead birds and 
neither grandparent will 
agree to be tested. 

Two market stalls have been 
dosed because of virus traces 
in chicken droppings and all 
birds on the stall were 
destroyed. 

: A dead bird in a wholesale 
market also tested jnsitive. In 
neither erf the markets was it 
possible to identify the source 
of the birds. 

Chicken sales have dropped 
steeply and many : families 
avoided the traditional chick¬ 
en meal on Monday night, the 
winter solstice festival. 


dnotion by Adama Dieng, the 
commission's secretary-gener¬ 
al. ‘ 

The report makes special 
mention of Beijing’s “total 
war” against the Dalai lama, 
the-exiled spiritual leader of 
Tibet, and its eradication cam¬ 
paigns against his followers 
throughout the region. It 
claims that this campaign has 
intensified during the past 
year. The commission’s repent 
coincides with most informed 
opinion outside China. Al¬ 
though there is not a single 
similarity in language or so¬ 
cial customs and organisation. 
Beijing maintains that Tibet 
has been a part of China for 
centuries. 

Chinese historians often 
point to the good relations 
between China and Tibet in 
the seventh century when the 
Tang Dynasty em pe ror sent a 
prin ces s to ihe Tibetan king as 
a sign of friendship. Actually, 
the Tibetans had recently 
sacked the Tang capital and 
the princess was dispatched to 
Lhasa, the Tibetan capital, as 
tribute. 

In recent centuries, when 
emperors were devout lama 
Buddhists, the relationship 
between the Dalai Lama and 
the emperor was that of men¬ 
tor and student, while the 
Chinere occasionally provided 
military protection to Tibet 
from other neighbours. Be¬ 
tween 1913 and 1950, when 
Chinese troops invaded Tibet, 
there was virtually no contact 
between the two countries. 



Dalai Lama: faces total 
war, lawyers report 



Pedestrians pick their way among meat and other items at Cairo’s crowded market during preparations for next week's start of Ramadan 

Cairo crusader fights for new order 


PUSHING, jostling and grinning, they 
surrounded the grey-haired figure, 
reaching out to grasp his hands and 
thrusting dog-eared documents at him. 

"Salaam alrikum, Governor!" “You 
are welcome, sir. Please help me." An 
old man in pebble glasses and dirty 
robe pushed forward. “I need another 
job. I am old but I want to weak." 

A woman in a tightly-wrapped scarf 
produced a creased photocopy of the 
petition she had trailed from one dingy 
office to another. “Look. I have six 
children. They will not give me a 
bigger house. Tell them to listen.” 

Shopkeepers in the narrow alley 
beside the ancient al-Azhar mosque left 
their stools to crowd round the man 
who ordered the dean-up of Cairo’s 
historic heart. “How is business?" he 
asked. “Not enough tourists," one 
replied. 

Here, listening patiently under the 
bright street lights that he ordered to 
be installed only three months ago, 
was the one man who could dispense 
justice, frighten the bureaucrats and 
bring order to the teeming streets. He 
smacked the outstretched hands. “Hel¬ 
lo All. Things going well?" “Hello 
Samir — you still here?" 

Ibrahim Shehata, Governor of Afri¬ 
ca’s largest dty. thumbed through the 
despairing evidence of poverty and 
struggle, noting the occasional name, 
passing tattered papers to a suited 


Michael Binyon 
takes a walk j^1 
with Governor . 
Shehata, right, 
who is bringing 
an end to the 
capital’s chaos 


official. “Come to the weekly meeting. 
We’ll deal with it all there." 

This was direct democracy in action. 
This is Cairo's astute reply to Islamic 
fundamentalism. 

The late-night walkabout lasted an 
hour. Scores of clamouring Cairenes 
were by turn comforted, teased and 
reassured. A final stop to argue about a 
broken tree. “It’s dying. Governor. 
Can’t 1 cut it down?" the owner 
pleaded. “OK — but you must plant a 
new one at your own cost." There is a 
£200 fine for cutting down a tree. 

“They are good people." he re¬ 
marked later in his office. "The city is 
ungovernable — but we must have 
hope, and optimism. This is how I keep 



in touch. People want to know that 
their rulers listen to them. Terrorism 
starts in these streets if no one cares." 

Dr Shehata now controls a city of ten 
million people. The housing stock is 
decaying, the streets clogged, the 
grime, rubbish and dusty detritus of 
centuries an eyesore. He — and, it 
seems, eager supporters — insist that it 
can and must change. 

His plan is ambitious and costly. 
Sixty-eight shanty towns will be given 
water, drainage and electricity. Con¬ 
tracts have gone out to private develop¬ 
ers to dean up the urban slums, collect 
and recycle rubbish and refurbish 
houses. The dty is to plant one million 
date palms along the boulevards and 


Nile banks. Squares are being planted, 
cleaned, fenced and lit. The Governor 
said: “Our monuments are our jewel, 
but they are dirty and falling down. 
We’re getting money from Linesco and 
world bodies to protect them — and VU 
clean up the surroundings.” 

The Nile is his priority. Tt is the 
most beautiful river in the’world. With 
the Nile and moonlight you have all 
the romance you want." But first he 
must halt the effluent from drains and 
sewers, demolish the shacks along the 
hanks, build a riverside walkway and 
move out the dubs, private restaurants 
and police posts. One such post in front 
of the British Embassy has already 
gone — under police protest. 

He expects opposition, delay and 
bureaucracy. But the greatest chall¬ 
enge is privilege and corruption. “You 
must have disdpline. That was how 
the pyramids were built. Egyptians 
like disdpline" 

Cairo has spent £5 billion on 
infrastructure in rhe past 25 years: he 
plans to spend another £15 billion in 
the next three President Mubarak’s 
Government may stand or fall by his 
efforts. Only by improving daily life in 
the capital can extremists be defeated, 
he insists. "Do we want a capital 
worthy of its name?" Many people, it 
appears, do. The walkabouts are his 
strength — and the corrupt and 
privileged know it and fear it. 


45 dead in 
- * Mexican 
villages 
massacre 

FRom David Adams 

IN MIAMI 

MORE THAN 40 Indian 
peasants, including pregnant 
women and children, have 
been massacred by paramQi- 
Tary gunmen in two rural 
villages in southern Mexico, 
.-according to Catholic church 
i **Officials and peasant activists. 

1 Details began filtering out 
from the remote region of 
Chiapas state yesterday after 
Tzotzfl Indian survivors were 
rescued by Red Cross offidals 
sent to investigate reports of 
bloodshed. Cipriano Villegas 
Apodaca, a Red Cross official, 
said 45 people were killed. 

He said most of the victims 
were less than IS years old. 
and dial 19 people were 
wounded. Three children with 
gunshot wounds were taken to 
hospital in San Cristobal de 
las Casas, die nearest main 
town about 45 miles away, a 
local radio station said. It said 
survivors saw women and 
children shot al point-blank 
range. . 

Church and peasant activ¬ 
ists who are trying to piece 
together what happened, say 
®that on .Monday about 60 
gunmen surrounded the vfl- 
■ Pages of Acieal and Quextic. 
before opening fire. 

“This is the worst massacre 
that has happened in Chiapas 
since the armed uprising of 
1994." said Domingo Krez 
B Palenria, president of the mu¬ 
nicipal council of Chenalho, 
where the attack took place. 


Kenyatta son pledges 
to restore freedom 


TWO decades after the death 
of Jozno Kenyatta. Kenya's 
first President and die revered 
"Father of the Nation", his son 
Uhuru is making a bid for 
political office. 

Standing for the ruling 
Kanu Party in Sunday's gener¬ 
al election, Uhuru Kenyatta, 
37. hopes his reformist ideas 
can help to steer the discredit¬ 
ed administration of President 
Moi back orv course. "I want to 
breathe fresh life into Kanu 
and Kenya," he says. 

But so far have standards 
sDpped since ihe early days of 
Kenyan independence that 
vote-rigging and vote-buying 
are widespread, Uhuru — 
whose name is Swahili for 
"freedom" —■ has become a 
prisoner of a rotten system, 
handing out cash to woo 
voters. “Sometimes I have to 
do it," he admits. “1 can’t just 


The son of Kenya’s first leader is running 
for office with the aim of getting 
President Moi’s discredited party back on 
track, David Orr reports from Thika 


say‘No, I’m out going to give 
you money*. People expect it.” 

A businessman with inter¬ 
ests in hotels, fanning and 
horticulture. Mr Kenyatta is 
expected to win the seat for 
Gatundu South constituency 
of Thika, the place immorta¬ 
lised by Eispeth Huxley in her 
memoir of an African child¬ 
hood, The Flame Trees of 
Thika. But it is unlikely that 
he can return Kenya to the 
prosperity of his father's day. 

“My father would be con¬ 
cerned about the country.” Mr 
Kenyatta says. “Public funds 



Uhuru Kenyatta as a child with his famous father 


have not been used as they 
should have been. Our infra¬ 
structure has taken a beating, 
our health service and educa¬ 
tion system too." 

He is in an invidious pos¬ 
ition. He is contesting a con¬ 
stituency in the homeland of 
the Kikuyu, Kenya's largest 
tribe. In his father's day. this 
was staunchly pro-Kanu terri¬ 
tory. Jomo Kenyatta, himself a 
Kikuyu, became leader of 
Kanu in 1960 while serving a 
sentence for his part in the 
Mau Mau anti-colonial upris¬ 
ing. But so disillusioned have 
the Kikuyu become with the 
ruling party under President 
Moi that Central Province is 
now resolutely anti-govern¬ 
ment. Kanu failed to win a 
single seat here in the 1992 
multiparty elections. 

“I’m on a Kanu ticket 
because of family ties and 
because I believe in the party’s 
principles," Mr Kenyatta said 
in this coffee-growing -town 
near Nairobi. "But if I crossed 
over to the fop position] Demo¬ 
cratic Party. 1 wouldn’t even 
need to campaign. I could just 
stay at home.” 

Observers say the Govern¬ 
ment had to alter the former 
constituency of Gatundu, di¬ 
viding it into north and south, 
to give Mr Kenyatta a better 
than even chance: 


Fears for health as Pope misses Mass 


From John Phjlups 
in home 


will not celebrate Ins tradi- 
sfanas Day Mass in SL Peter’s 
norrow. Vatican officials said 
reviving speculation m 
des on whether be willbefit 

rnaire a historic visit to Cuba. 

_ _ * _ 



ecendy. He did not attend a 
iritv yuledde rock concert 
guitarist B.B. King that was 
5«iv See on Friday. Vatican 


sources have said that John Paul, who 
survived an assassination attempt in 
1981, has appeared in better health 
recently than for several months. Yet 
when he visited the Spanish Steps in 
Rome for a ceremony to mark the Feast 
of the immaculate Conception last 
month, he was unable to speak for 
several minutes because of the nervous 
affliction from which he suffers that is 
widely believed to be Parkinson’s 

Disease. r 

His weekly general audiences lor 
pilgrims in the Vatican have bam 
suspended for three weeks to allow him 


to rest The Pope is scheduled to edebrate 
a solemn Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 
in St Peter's Basilica tonight Tomorrow 
he is to give his traditional Christinas 
message and Urbi et Orbi (to the city am] 
the world) Messing from the central 
loggia in St Peter's Square. 

It is the third consecutive year that the 
Polish pontiff has cancelled his public 
Christmas Day Mass. Doctors judged his 
previous Christmas schedule too punish¬ 
ing. Vatican diplomats hope that the 
scaled-down schedule will mean the 
Pope can make his planned pastoral visit 
to Cuba between January 21 and 26. 
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US writers 
sue over 
plot for 
Bond film 

From Tunkii Yaradaraja* 
IN' NEW YORK 

THREE author? have filed a 
$5 million (£3 million) lawsun 
□gainst MGM and the screen¬ 
writer of Tomorrow Never 
Dies* the new James Bond 
film, alleging that the plot and 
characters were “lifted whole¬ 
sale" from jn unproduccd 
sLTwnplav they wrote in 1W4. 

The film pits Bond against 
a diabolical media mogul 
u'hn sees world conflict as a 
meant nf boosting the ratings 
nf his television stations. It 
opened in America last week¬ 
end to packed houses. 

But Jeffrey Howard. Chris 
Bcutier and Jay Schlossbcrg- 
Cohen claim, in papers filed 
in the United States District 
Court in Los Angeles, that 
ihev circulated their screen¬ 
play widely in IW6. They say 
lhat the recipients included 
Madeleine Warren, the wife 
of Bruce Feirstein. who 
penned the screenplay for 
Tomorrow V ever Dies. 

But Mr Feirstein told Daily 
1 ariety. “I was already work¬ 
ing in London on the script 
after the story had been 
approved when they submit¬ 
ted their script to New Regen¬ 
cy Jhis wife's company!-" 


Former British 
agent exposes 
Berlin spy ring 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


A SECRET Spy ring known as 
ihe "Railway Men" helped 
British intelligence units to 
keep track of Soviet troop 
trains in East Germany dur¬ 
ing the Cold War, right up to 
the day when the Berlin Wall 
came down. 

The Railway Men. ranging 
from East German station- 
masters to booking clerks, 
were recruited as agents to 
provide tip-offs about the 
movements of Russian troops 
on the extensive rail networks. 

For British and other West¬ 
ern intelligence officers oper¬ 
ating in Berlin during the Cold 
War. one of the key'responsi¬ 
bilities was to monitor the 
railways and stay on the look¬ 
out for any sign of mass 
mobilisation. 

Now former Captain Steve 
Gibson, who served in Soviet- 
controlled East Germany be¬ 
tween l^S and IWi with a 
“special duties" intelligence 
unit — the British Command- 
er-in-Chief’s Mission to die 
Group of Soviet Forces of 


Occupation in Germany 
(Brixmis) — has revealed how 
much they relied for informa¬ 
tion on East German railway 
officials as secret agents. 

The Brixmis teams were 
operating legitimately as part 
of an agreement signed after 
the Second World War in 
which rhe British and Soviet 
forces of occupation in 
Germany were allowed to 
exchange military liaison mis¬ 
sions into their respective con¬ 
trol zones.' The Soviet version 
was called Soxmis. 

It was legitimate intelli¬ 
gence-gathering. although it 
often led to violent confronta¬ 
tion with Soviet and East 
German counter-surveillance 
operatives who used to ram 
their vehicles off the roads and 
physically attack individual 
Brixmis members. 

Former-Captain Gibson, 
who was one of the intelli¬ 
gence-gatherers who served as 
Nato's eyes and ears behind 
the Iron Curtain throughout 
the Cold War, was the last tour 
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officer for the British spying 
mission before the Bzixmis 
team was withdrawn in 1990. 

In a personal account of his 
secret operations. The Last 
Mission, Behind the Iron 
Curtain, (Sutton Publishing), 
on sale this week. Mr Gibson. 
37. describes the dangerous 
cat-and-mouse games hie and 
his fellow team members 
played while watching Soviet 
troops board trains and fol¬ 
lowing rafi shipments of tanks 
and armoured combat 
vehicles. 

Yesterday he said that while 
signals intelligence operations 
and spy satellites helped to 
keep watch over suspicious 
Soviet troop movements, the 
East German Railway Men 
were crudal to the success of 
the Brixmis teams. 

Previous accounts of 
Brixmis operations have not 
revealed how East German 
agents were recruited. 

Mr Gibson's principal 
secret agent was an East 
German who “ran a big 
railway station". 

He said: “I never met him 
but he supplied me with vital 
information about the move¬ 
ment of Soviet troops which 
saved us hours of fruitless 
searching for military trains." 

Mr Gibson reveals that his 
station official was recruited 
by Major John Walker, a 
senior Intelligence Corps of¬ 
ficer. Members of the intelli¬ 
gence Corps and SAS who 
operated at that time in Soviet- 
controlled East Germany used 
to wear “bland cap badges’* 
like the Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps, to try to limit Soviet 
suspicion of their activities. 

Mr Gibson said: "The im¬ 
portant thing was to recruit 
anyone who had extensive 




Steve Gibson, friend of Cold War train spotters, at his Cotswold home yesterday 


knowledge of military train 
movements. Some of the offici¬ 
als we recruited agreed to give 
us information because they 
wanted to get back at the 
Russians, to others we gave 
food and cigarettes, and to 


some we gave money." 

The former intelligence of¬ 
ficer also discloses that after 
the. Berlin Wall came down, 
large numbers of Russian 
soldiers defected to the West, 
afraid of going bade to the 


Soviet Union because of the 
uncertain future they faced. 
Mr Gibson returned to Berlin 
in 1992 to help the Foreign 
Office deal with the “stream” 
of Russian officers who want¬ 
ed a new life in the West 


U S divers had nuclear bombs 
on their belts 30 years ago 


From Ian Brodie 

IN WASHINGTON 

THE United States designed a 
lightweight nuclear bomb 
more than 30 years ago that 
could be strapped to the belts 
of navy divers or commandos 
parachuting behind enemy 
lines, according to newly de¬ 
classified material 

Details of die James Bond* 
style device were disclosed 
yesterday when the Govern¬ 
ment lifted its curtain of 
nuclear secrecy for a rare look 
behind the Cold War scenes. 
Films released for the first 
rime along with hundreds of 
thousands of newly declassi¬ 
fied documents disclosed 
nuclear tests ranging from 
large explosions to hand-held 
weapons. 

One film shows a navy diver 
damping his 601b bomb, 
called a Special Atomic Demo¬ 
lition Munition, to the hull of a 
ship, setting the timer and 
swimming away. The bomb 
was never used in combat but 
was in the US arsenal from 
1963 until only eight years ago. 
It had a yield of less than one 
kilcton —1.000 tons of TNT — 
but would have caused wide¬ 
spread radioactive contamina¬ 
tion if detonated in a harbour. 
To this day. there are fears 
that such a weapon could be 
built by terrorists or fall into 
their hands. 

Another nudear weapon 
was a bazooka named after 
Davy Crockett, the American 
frontiersman. The battlefield 
atomic warhead could be 
iaunched by a single soldier 
using a shoulder-fired recoil- 
iess weapon. It had a range of 
between one and six miles and 
was issued to infantry units in 
Europe and the Far East. 

Eventually, the Davy Crock¬ 
etts were withdrawn, partly 
out of fear that the weapon 
could too easily be captured by 
an enemy and partly because 
of worries that radioactive 





Official 

nudear 


S ictures show soldiers cleaning up after a 
last and the crater from a test in N 


fallout would be too dose to 
American troops. One film 
shows Robert Kennedy, then 
attorney-general, donning 
dark glasses to watch a Davy 
Crockett demonstration in Ne¬ 
vada in 1964. 

At the same test site two 
years earlier, a nudear bomb 
of 104 kilotons. nearly seven 
times the size of the bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima, 
caused a spectacular explosion 
that was the equivalent of an 


Nevada 

earthquake measuring 4.75 on 
the Richter scale. The blast 
displaced 12 million tons of 
earth, scouring out a crater 
320 feet deep and nearly a 
quarter of a mile wide. The 
purpose was to determine 
whether atomic explosions 
could have a peaceful purpose 
in moving earth for mining, 
digging canals and creating 
harbours. 

The test was one in a long 
series of detonations known as 


the “Ploughshare Project", 
most of them conducted un¬ 
derground. Although atechni: 
cal success, the explosionsTar- 
peace programme was never 
put into practice in the US. To 
test the effects of radiation on 
humans, pigs and other ani¬ 
mals were used as surrogates. 
Footage of the experiments 
was described as “disturbing” 
by Federico Pena, the US 
Energy Secretary whose de¬ 
partment released the materi¬ 
al under the Clinton 
Administrations promise of 
more openness on nudear 
issues. 

He announced an end to die 
practice that all information 
about nudear weapons, is 
"bom classified". Instead! he 
said, his department would 
only classify documents where 
there was a compelling nat¬ 
ional security interest. Indeed, 
there will be an even higher 
dassificarion for all drawings 
and other data showing how 
weapons are designed and 
built _ further evidence of 
Washington's concerns about 
nuclear terrorism. On the 
other hand, the Energy De¬ 
partment, which still oversees 
America's nuclear weapons 
research, will no longer classi¬ 
fy information that deals sole¬ 
ly with environmental quality 
or with the health and safety of 
its workers and the public. 

Among the documents re¬ 
leased were 270.000 pages 
relating to the vast off-limits 
nudear reservation at Han¬ 
ford mJhe.Pacific northwest 
where nudear reactors operat¬ 
ed for almost 50 years to 
produce plutonium for US 
nuclear weapons, starting 
with the first atom bombs 
made for rhe Manhattan 
Project. 

Overall, the United States 
conducted 35 nudear explo¬ 
sions in 27 peaceful tests, 
compared with th e Soviet 
Union's 173 explosions in 156 
peaceful tests. 
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Sweden’s 
Queen 
of hearts 

OUEEN SILVIA of Swe¬ 
den revived a ^year-^d 
man who collapsed while 
speaking to her at a dinner 
ift Stockholm (Victoria 
Fletcher writes). 

The Queen, who cele¬ 
brated her 54th birthday 
yesterday. gave Sten 
Rudholm a heart massage. 
She told guests that she 
knew what to do and 
would take care of the 
man. who suffered a drop 
in blood pressure. Mr 
Rudholm recovered a few 
minutes after the treat¬ 
ment on Saturday. 

18 arrested in 
Paris dashes 

Parts: Eighteen people 
were arrested in Paris in 
the latest dashes after a 
week of youth violence. 
About 15 vehides were 
. damaged in battles be¬ 
tween two - gangs of 100 
youths at CreteD. southeast 
of the capital. The area is 
notorious for juvenile de¬ 
linquency and for fights 
between "rival gangs, some¬ 
times with ethnic 
overtones. (Reuters) 

Catholics feud 
overderic 

Geneva: The Pope’s ap¬ 
pointment of Wolfgang 
Haas, a controversial tra¬ 
ditionalist to head the new 
archdiocese of Liechten¬ 
stein has triggered a feud 
between Roman Catholics 
and pitted the Govern¬ 
ment of the Alpine princi¬ 
pality against its monarch. 
Prince Hans-Adam 11, who 
supported the nomination. 

Burundians 
given arms 

Bujumbura: The Burundi 
Government said firearms 
were being handed out to 
civilians so they can de¬ 
fend themsdves against 
increasing armed raids by 
Hutu rebels after reports 
. that they have been attack¬ 
ing schools, abducting ci¬ 
vilians and carrying out 
massacres in the west of 
the country. (AFP) 

Malaria kills 
143 in Kenya 

Nairobi: A deadly strain 
of malaria has killed 143 
people in northeastern Ke¬ 
nya in the past three 
months, Maurice Makha- 
nu. die provincial commis¬ 
sioner. said. “We had a 
serious floods here. Now 
they are subsiding and 
there are a lot of 
mosquitoes." (Reuters) 

Paris statue 
for Churchill 

Paris:' The French are 
being asked to help to pay 
for a statue to be erected in 
Paris in honour of Sir 
Winston Churchill. The 
statue, to be sculpted by 
Jean Cardot. will be placed 
outside the Petit Palais 
museum near the Champs 
Elysegs. (AFP) 

Killer leopard 
is shot dead 

Kathmandu: Hunters shot 
drad a leopard which has 
been terrorising a village 
for the pasr year, the 
forestry ministry said. The 
6ft leopardess was said to 
have killed 20 people, in¬ 
cluding 14 children, in ^ . 
area 110 miles northeast of • 
here. (AFP) 

Escape Claus 

^nmen in 

Santa Claus outfits fled ' 
with money after raiding a 
gambling hall in the e£t- 

,. Ge ™ n town of 
Fnedland. (Reuters) 


Arctic rivals get steamed up in Santa war 
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From Hi lour Helga 

SlCVRDARDOTTlR 
IN REYKJAVIK 

ICELAND is in danger of losing a 
"Sana war with its arch-rival, Fin¬ 
land, to establish itself as the undisput¬ 
ed home of Father Christinas. 

Haukur Birgisson, head of market¬ 
ing for the Icelandic Tourist Board, 
says of the new “Cold War"; "1 am 
calling a Santa crisis summit with in¬ 
terested parties early in the new year. 
There is no doubt that decisive action 
needs to be taken fast if Iceland is to 
reclaim Santa from the Finns." 

With his own post office, radio 
station and aircraft, which bears his 
name arid travels the world to spread 


the message of "the world’s only gen¬ 
uine Santa Clam*’. Finland’s Father 
Christinas has the upper hand in the 
battle for the hearts, minds — and 
wallets — of Santa-followers the world 
over. According to the Finns, the Fin¬ 
nish Santa Claus lives in Lapland. 

Icelanders say that, according la a 
recent survey. 50 per cent of .American 
children believe that he lives other in 
Iceland or ar the North Pole. 

Iceland’s only effort to justify’ that 
faith, however, consists of a. small 
home page on the Internet, run by a 
private company which offers users the 
chance to create their own personalised 
message from Father Christmas far 
£3.60. “It is not a lost war.” Mr 
Birgisson says, “but we have slept on 


our guard. The trouble is that market¬ 
ing Santa requires a long-term strategy 
p w-eU as a lot of money, and IS- 

S fldC S are J? IIe . r at g^ng brilliant 
ideas than, fallowing them up." 

One brilliant idea" was dreamt up 
by an Icelandic travel agency a few 
years ago. It was to build‘an “rritema- 
hcmal Samaland" in the small south 
coast town of Hyeragerdi, until then 
famous only far its greenhouses. The 

10 anra ct. lovers 
of Father Chnstmas from all over the 
world began in November of that ye? 
* "h** most winter hoffi 
maJarahad made other plans. Visitors 

It cannot ha^ helped that because of 
the area’s geothermal heat, hd£fo[ 


Father Christm^ id2 fact ** 
Often there. Thejoli* 
cosmopolitan tradition^? ri? n ^ re J? f 
with indigenous "S! ■ doin S battle 

I!™ 8 such as “StiflS eri b ^ ln « 
Chaser-, “Shorty-, “Door c, Shee P 
Candle Beggar" T*, Slan wier", 
Snatcher", wh 0 start ,. Sau sage 

[be mountains frc £ n - 

last one arrivine rm 

roots in Icelandic r n in« " av ® strong 
do with the mSSS?* and Htde tS 
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Miraculous escape by Britons in jet crash 


By Christopher Thomas, south asia correspondent 


MUFTY MUMtR' EPA 



Wreckage of the Biman Fokker 28 yesterday after it crash-landed near Sylhet in Bangladesh. Officials said passengers would not have survived if it had caught Eire 


A PLANELOAD of SO people, 
half of them Bangladeshi ex¬ 
patriates from London, were 
amazed to be alive yesterday 
after the aircraft crash-landed 
in ? rice field, skidded 500 
yards and stopped in a doud 
of smoke with one wing tom 
off and the undercarriage 
wrecked. 

Their apparently miracu¬ 
lous escape happened as the 
Biman Bangladesh Airlines 
Fokker 28 was coming in to 
land. “The plane has been 
badly damaged. It's a miracle 
that the passengers and crew 
survived despite crash land¬ 
ing,” said Mohiuddin Khan 
Alamgir. state Minister for 
Civil Aviation and Tourism 
after visiting the crash site and 
hospitals. “Those injured are 
also not in serious condition.” 

The domestic flight began 
from Dhaka, the Bangladeshi 
capital. M. A Mannan. the 
pilot, said the aircraft hit an 
air pocket at low altitude while 
he was preparing to land. It 
came to a halt in the dark two 
miles from the airport in 
marshy ground, but it took 
two hours for the authorities, 
to confirm its whereabouts 
because radio contact was lost 
before the crash. More than 55 
people, including Captain 
Mannan. were injured and 


four crew, were detained in 
hospital. 

At dawn, rescuers renewed 
their search of the wreckage 
for survivors, and were, 
stunned .that nobody had died.. 
Hundreds of villagers and 
soldiers from a nearby- army 
camp helped to free the 
passengers. 

Airline officials said the 
passengers and crew would 
nor have survived if the plane 
had caught fire. “It is sheer 
luck that die plane did not 
burst inio flames," said one. 
“That is why the passengers 
were saved from almost cer¬ 
tain deaths.” 

Tara Mi ah. one of the 
passengers, said visibility was 
poor because of fog as the 
aircraft came in to land late on 
Monday. She felt a sudden 
jerk. “We knew something 
had gone wrong. Many 
started screaming and calling 
few Allah’s help. Soon we saw 
we had landed on a paddy 
field in the dark.” she said. 

Iqbal Siddiqui, a newspaper 
reporter who visited the crash 
site, described the plane as 
“ducking into a rice field with 
one of its wings broken and 
two of its wheels dug into the 
mud.” Captain Mannan said 
he used the emergency exit in 
file cockpit after the aircraft 


had “roughly hit the ground 
and I saw myself bleeding 
from the nose”. He said: “The 
aircraft appeared to have beat 
strongly pushed by stormy 
wind soon after I had issued 
the announcement for land¬ 


ing. And it went beyond my 
control." 

Many owners of Indian 
restaurants in Britain — hard¬ 
ly any of them are run by 
Indians — originate from the 
Sylhet area because of a 


tradition of supplying cooks 
for the Royal Navy.” Many 
settled in Britain after the 
Second World War. when 
Bangladesh was still part of 
Pakistan, and the aircraft's 
expatriate passengers were 


travelling to visit relatives for 
the holiday. Bangladesh has a 
tiny Christian population but 
Christmas is widely acknowl¬ 
edged, if not celebrated, and 
many expatriate Bangladeshis 
traditionally return to their 


roots at this time of year. An 
airport official at Sylhet. 150 
miles northeast of Dhaka — a 
hilly region prone to fog — 
said the aircraft had made 
several attempts to land in 
poor visibility before belly- 


landing. The airline acquired 
the aircraft in 1981 and it was 
said to be airworthy. Wing 
Commander Aminur Rashid, 
the airport director, said that 
an investigation had been 
ordered. 
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Jaime JaramiUo with Hanna, a^chfld with Down’s 
syndrome he rescued from parental cruelty 

Mission of mercy 
for Colombia’s 
street children 


A lost generation 
in Bogota is 
being offered 
salvation by a 
remarkable 
. man, writes 
Ross Dunn 


I n a world gone wrong, 
Jaime JaramiUo is one 
man who has tried to 
make a difference. One 
Christinas Eve, he found out 
just bow wrong things had 
become and the encounter 
was to change his life 
That day be was strolling in 
the Colombian capital Bogo¬ 
ta, when someone tossed a gift 
box out of a passing car. 

A little girl raced to pick it 
up, thinking there might be 
some valuable object inside, 
maybe even a discarded 
Christinas present Her eyes 
met Senor Jaramfllo’s and 
spoke for a moment of sheer 
joy. Bat she failed to see an 
oncoming lorry bearing down 
on her. She was smashed 
against the pavement 
“1 felt as if I had killed her 
because 1 had distracted her 
attention," Senor Jaraxnillo 
recalled. To add to his grid 
he found that she had died for 
an empty box. 

“From that time, when l 
saw that broken body, I realis¬ 
ed 1 was meant to help street 
children," he said. Immediate¬ 
ly he set about bring an 
instant Father Christmas, dis¬ 
tributing about 200 inexpen¬ 
sive gifts until sunrise- 
He was then 18 years old, a 
university student in engi¬ 
neering. **I made up my mind 
to give ten children a solution 
within a year.” he said, and 
began placing them in differ¬ 
ent families, who acted as 
foster parents. 

Based on his own parents’ 
teachings, he supplied the 
street children with tools to 

earn a living. “It was amazing. 

1 gave them shoe shine boxes 
and they started becoming an 
example for the rest of the 
people.” he said. “I gave oik 
an old bicycle and he started 
to deliver newspapers.” 

After that promising start 
he went to study abroad, but 
resumed his work with the 
children when he relumed- At 
the same time, he set up his 
own company. 

ft was only slowly that he 
began to leant of the true 
plight of the street children, 
who used to hide in the sewers 
to avoid Aoath squads, hired 
by the Government and busi¬ 
ness people to wipe out what 
they saw as young criminals 
with no hope of redemption. 

The campaign ™ ““““ 
cleansing” forced the children 


underground. “It was a good 
place to hide, but if the inferno 
of Dante easts, the living hefl. 
then it is the sewers because 
the children had to live be¬ 
tween rats, mosquitoes and 
leeches." Senor JaramiUo 
said. “Their survival depend¬ 
ed on how high they could 
keep their heads above the 
human waste.” 

After slipping many times 
himself in die sewers and 
swallowing file filth, he began 
using specially designed Scu¬ 
ba equipment, including a 
miniature tank. 

Even that was not always 
enough to avert tragedy. 
"Once, I was inside the sewers 
holding a couple of children 
and suddenly water came 
inching in." he said. “1 lost my 
grip on one of them.” 

Slowly, a small group of 
volunteers was formed to join 
him in die rescue patrols. 
“The children never turned 
me away, never," said Senor 
JaramiUo, 42. “They art look¬ 
ing for love because most of 
them were raped, thrown 
away from their homes." 

B y 198& he decided to 
formalise his work by 
setting up a charity. La 
Fundadon Ninos de los An¬ 
des (Children of the Andes 
Foundation). He was also 
helped by oil company execu¬ 
tives. who gave contracts to 
some of the teenagers. 

Senor Jaramillo believes 
that about L500 children have 
been rehabilitated since he 
began his mission. They in¬ 
clude Luisa Catalina Cuellar. 
15. who said: “Life tn the 
' streets is like a jail The day I 
derided to come to the founda¬ 
tion was when one of. the 
children in my group was 
murdered. "Sometimes 1 cry 
with happiness because I 
found beautiful people who 
love me. I am now only 
starting to live my real 
childhood-” • 
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faith 


BRIDGBM NAHTUBHfiflY 



N ot long ay*'. I was 

walking in Hyde 
Park when 1 bumped 
into a friend f had nni 

s L -«r, ;nr:i2'.x During ilie conver¬ 
sation i mentioned something 
about rite? spirit. He liMencd for a 
.Tinmen! ■-•r two and then asked, 
m :iliM.i|uic astonishment: "Cath¬ 
erine. h:r-e ’.i'll become rteli - 
yjrn .1 i sensed he would have 
heen less shocked at the possibili¬ 
ty that l h.iii a pro .rilute 

or n Jruii addict. 

i lastilv I reassured him ihai I 
had no:, then felt guilty for 
'>-:r.r.iriL' v.hat I have become. 
So I added “At least not in a 
convention.i! way. But I do 
ivfif.e v.e are all connected by 
spirit. l : rom the expression of 
alarm on his face, f could see my 
explanation w:l« not 
filing down well, so . . 

■ac parted cum pan}. ‘Cl Vi 

His tinnitihis J can 
,nly guess at. bu; j^rol 

mine were clear. 

V.hv. 1 v.-inJered. do 
1 feel such acute em- 
b.ir raiment at pul> rnv 

!kly admitting my 11 V 

••pi’riiuality? How. as 
a sileter-. did we lose alK 
our belief and respect i 
' t reliyii »n to such jn Flw 

e-.reni that it has lie- 
■.'Ale -ncsal suicide 
■r ?n i<» mention God? it seemed 
•. specially ironic given that only a 
tone's throw .may. Oxford 

street was an orgy of people 
doing their Christmas .shopping. 

The answer, f fear, is obvious. 
Y\e are living in an age and 
culture where intellect and scep¬ 
ticism triumph. The existence of 
i><d uin only l»e Id r in the soul: it 
•"i n tv it he measured with a ruler 
■ir proved with j calculation, 
therefore God does not exist. It is 
:iut simple. 

I used to be a product of this 
mindset. I wav brought up as an 
•.(fheisi to believe that religion is 
preposterous, faith in Cod was 
for the weak or feeble-minded, 
those not strong enough to 
•<.ni’.e the ordeal of living 
without a crutch. Ur worse, it 
wa; evidence nf an appalling 
arrogance in which man tries to 
de:r. himself by casting God tn 
hi- image. 

Several years of compulsory 
c.hurch attendance at schu.il did 
nothin! to kindle m> faith, and 
•vlv.-n I final!;. escaped from 
formal religious education. I 
ax.umcd my dealings with God 
• ere over. Then, at IS. f spent 
three weeks hiking in the moun¬ 
tains of i t-ec' -n. It was the first 
! :;nc I had -een such be.nirv and I 


‘Civil war 
broke out 
between 
my head 
and my 
heart’ 


Catherine 
Lucas was an 
atheist, 
scornful of 
belief and 
pitying of 
believers, 
until a moment 
of revelation 

found it awe-inspiring. 1 soaked 
up the magnificence of the rocks, 
the trees, the mountains and the 
lighr above them, so shattering!}' 
dear. 

I fdt a tremendous sense of joy 
and realised that if this beauty 
was in everything around me. in 
ever/ scrap of matter, then it 
must also be within me. My 
heart broke open and my soul 
leapt free, exulting in this mo¬ 
ment of interconnection. Then I 
went home and forgot about it. 

At least I thought f did. except 
that ! now had a mysterious 
hunger of the soul. Something 
deep within me came to the 
surface that summer, bringing 
with it a longing that I could 
neither name nor satisfy. The 
only time I felt peace from it was 

' in nature, where 1 re- 
“““ experienced the juy of 
W3X union and the feeling 
nf expanding into the 

* Pllt infinite. 

' tine day it dawned 

pp~ on me that this joy 
1 was a spiritual experi- 
_ „ j ence. 1 was horrified. 

But the feeling was so 
powerful and the log- 
ITiy jc so overwhelmingly 
simple that my intel- 
IT feci had no chance ro 

defend itself. For the 
““““ first rime 1 under¬ 
stood the presence of God in 
everything. 

Not that this made it any 
easier to accept. My rational 
mind was outraged and civil war 
broke out between niy head and 
heart. Cher several years my 
experiences of the presence of 
God grew stronger. But rhis only 
intensified the conflict, because i 
still did not understand what 
Clod is. I could nor get past die 
idea of an old man with a white 
beard up in Heaven, and was 
tom between the undeniable 
truth of my experience and the 
doubrs and taunts of my disbe¬ 
lieving mind. 

Until one day a couple of years 
ago. 1 was in the countryside on 
my own and had spent several 
glorious summer days walking 
in the hills, line evening I was 
sirring quietly when suddenly 
everything around me dissolved. 
It was like dropping through a 
trap door into darkness arid 1 
found myself in what I can only 
describe as a sea of sparkling 
energy. I was conscious but 
nothing, including my body, had 
any form or structure. 

At first l was astonished and 
then l realised that whereas 
before 1 had experienced the 
presence of God in all things, this 




■V. - ' j * - 4 ^ Vs up •' .-4 4 

■r■ v ^ i 


. r 

* ■ '-"rfffife,-. 



Vision of angels: “Because of the tyranny of doubt in our society, to speak of God is to risk becoming an ou toast" 


was’ God. at least, this is what 
people call God for the sake of 
calling it something. Finally 1 
understood that God is not an 
old man in the sky. ir is a 
limitless ocean of consciousness, 
of unmanifest energy, and the 
source of everything in existence 
from the largest planet to the 
smallest insect. 

Gradually things remareriaJ- 
ised and. "although they were 
exactly the same, f was complete¬ 
ly different. Suddenly everything 
made sense. It was like w atching 
the sun sail out from behind a 
cloud — the light was there all 
the rime, but now f knew its 
source and everything became 
more radiant. 

The understanding of God is a 
feeling nf coming home in the 
fullest sense, of finally knowing 
one’s true nature, because every¬ 
thing we experience, from joy. 


love and acts of geniOs to pain, 
grief and destruction — all come 
from this source. .And knowing 
this has taught me to be grateful 
for every breath. 

f 1 ■' 1 his is why the loss of 
gg faith is so devastating to 

H our society', because we 
JL. no longer have a way of 
recognising and celebrating 
what is precious and sacred. It is 
only w hen we experience a crisis 
such as the death of Diana. 
Princess of Wales, that we see the 
appalling emptiness of our lives. 
Or at Christmas, when our 
pursuit of the material and the 
meaningless reaches its peak 
and yet does nothing to satisfy 
our deepest needs. 

So. contrary to my expecta¬ 
tions. believing in God has 
nothing ro do with arrogance. 
Instead it creates true humility. 


because it reminds us that every¬ 
thing we are is thanks to God, 
that we are each a speck in the 
divine whole. And it is certainly 
not a crutch, because admitting 
our divinity demands that we 
give everything. 

I would like to say it has been 
easy since that moment of revela¬ 
tion. but it has not. I haw found 
that it brings an awesome re¬ 
sponsibility. For it is not enough 
to live an ardent but secret 
spiritual life. It forces one to 
come out of hiding and own it 
publicly — to allow the divine to 
shine through and. as Buddha 
said, to "make of thyself a light". 
Or. as Christ instructed, to 
“stand and testify". 

That brings me back to my 
conversation in the park, for 
clearly 1 am still struggling 
against my conditioning. When I 
think of the prophets, writers 


and the millions of ordinary 
people who have been willing to 
share the truth with others. I 
know it is an honour to join 
them. But I also know, because of 
the tyranny of doubt in our 
society, that to speak of God is to 
risk becoming an outcast 
Christmas is a good time to 
speak of God. Nowadays I 
appreciate Christmas fax more 
because I understand the truth in 
Christ's teachings and l may well 
go to church to honour his birth. 
But to me. it is more important to 
practise what Christ and all the 
other great prophets preached: to 
love God above all else and to 
share that love with others. This 
awareness allows me to enjoy 
every aspect of Christmas, and 
reminds me that there* is some¬ 
thing far more precious than 
presents or turkey and Christ¬ 
mas pudding. 


Tunku Varadarajan 

has a bleak midwinter 


consetness. I | , . a . dsa, . d -.T^iks ripisicti 

"Happy holidays, my hosie-s i 

with JSl-b^dfivideur. 

«id evervone else m a kind.of collective 

hear-hear designed to plonk me in m> p ■«. . 

readers irt 

Britain, that one is no longer allowed to -a * 
“merrv Christmas" in New Vork. » is 
sSSy, utterly, totally, absurdly, mtnd- 
bogglirtgly forbidden. Of all the ^ > 
Ihave received this year from AmeHgis 
not one mentions the word Christmas- 
one, infuriatingly, bangs on about Hus 
absurd thing called "the holidays . 

Merry Christmas is now deemed 
Christian by the “secular McCarihyite> 
who patrol the boundaries of modem 
American culture. There are also Jews to bt 
considered, and Muslims. Hindus. Confu- 
dans and atheists: so the greetings card 
police have decreed that the “sensitivities at 
these groups must not been trampled on by 
hooligans baying the word "Christmas . 

I am ashamed to reveal that even the 
cards prepared for The Times’s bureau here 
conform to local specifications. This is what 
they say: “It’s a real pleasure at this holiday 
time to wish you a foil year of happiness and 
prosperity." Sickened by this capitulation. I 
have taken to crossing the message out and 
writing a proper Christmas greeting in its 
place. 

But mine is a lost battle. “Shock-horror 
Christian symbols such as creches and 
scenes of Bethlehem are absent from the 
windows of department stores. In a desire 
not to offend non-Christian groups. 
Bergdorf Goodman, die Fifth Avenue 
luxury store, has this year featured a display 
of “legends, goddesses, heroines anddivas". 

It is worse still in the multi-ethnic 
classrooms of ftn-de-siecle New York. Take 
the case of Packer-Collegiate, an affluent 
prep school in Brooklyn. A friend who sends 
her small daughters there tells me they have 
abolished the end-of-term Christmas pag¬ 
eant and replaced it with a “winter sing". 

My friend went last week to see her seven- 
year-old perform. The hall was packed and 
the programme was conducted by the 
school's "diversity co-ordinator". 

Naturally there were no Christmas carols 
at this “winter sing" thing: no Silent Night, 
no Away in a Manger. Instead, 
flabbergasted parents heard their offspring 
render a Congolese harvest song, a Sephar¬ 
dic birthday tune, several “native Ameri¬ 
can" items and a song about cats. 

I mentioned this to Bill Donahue, the 
president of the Catholic League, and he 
said: "That’s typical There is an intoxication 
now with rauiticulturalism in its most 
perverted form. Everyone tries hard not to 
offend the other religions, but no one cares 
at all if Christians are offended." 

Christmas was once an uncomplicated 
period in New York. I, as a chQd who went 
to school in the city in the 1960s. can recall 
taking part in nativity plays without 
teachers worrying about my parents' "Hin¬ 
du sensibilities". But Christmas has now 
become a prolonged tightrope walk for 
paranoid New Yorkers. To carol or not to 
carol? To greet or not to greet? 

Holiday schmoliday, I say. For Heaven's 
sake, bring back a proper Christmas. 
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Working mums, big 
bad bosses and the 
tender gender trap 


i ALWA'i S get urcnmfortablc 
about cases that women bring 
against employer* nr* the 
strength — or weakness, it 
seems disputed — of :heir 
being women. No one appears 
to be able to get it right. \\? 
want to he ;reared as workers, 
irrespective of our sex. And \ et 
v.e «ecm to feel that a certain 
amount uf respect is due on 
tha: very account. 

I'm nor being Backlash Bet¬ 
ts about ali chi-. If- true i feei 
embarrassed fairly often 
about the whin going of she 
sisrers. v.hn have no shame in 
presenting thermebe* a? 

I coarse rework:ngs of 

Victorian maidens, clurchr.s 


Rufikiet and suing employers 
for offending their natural 
deiiuucr.. But »u reduce femi- 
ni : m to the militant!} - pathetic, 
almost paranoid poor-me bri¬ 
gade would be. to me. jusr as 
ur.p3 lata hie. For this reason. I 
am uncharacteristically 
cheered b\ Natasha Walter’s 
The \V»‘ Feminism, even if 1 
fee! that those who write 
iemint-; strategies for 
childcare before the;.- have 
children are a; an irredeem¬ 
able disadvantage. Anyone 
can re a gM*.xi feminist before 
they have children. It is after, 
when it i? for real, that it gets 
d;. f :"j*jis — and more interest- 
ini. And ;t is the children 


thing, here, that has come up 
again. 

A former policewoman is 
suing her former employers 
for failing to consider her 
duties as a mother. She was 
asked to work at short notice 
when neither her husband nor 
her babysitter could mind the 
bahy: her inspector refused to 
change the rota accordingly. 
She cites discrimination. Her 
employers suggest that, since 
many in the police force, men 
and women, have children 
and continue to manage, she 
simply couldn’t cope. The 
former policewoman declares 
this "an insult". She claims — 
and this is meant to bolster her 
case? — that the incident left 
her "panicky and suicidal". 
And so it goes on. 

Instinctively I balk at the 
charges of emotional over¬ 
load, but there is a real — and 
possibly intractable — difficul¬ 
ty here. Female employees 
rightlv mind when thev are 
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Party on: Christmas, once a family occasion, increasingly focuses on the office 


noi given the promotion they 
feel that they deserve because 
they are pregnant or have 
children. It is'not. they state, 
for their employers to worry 
about their personal obliga¬ 
tions to their children. So how 
can we then demand that our 
employers take those obli¬ 
gations into account when it 
suits us? 

And yet clearly, those wiih 
children (and notionally. at 
any rate, this is true of both 
male and female employees) 
dn hare to find some way of 
reconciling their domestic du¬ 
ties. their home life, with their 
work schedules and they — we 
— are never going to be able to 
do this satisfactorily without 
the cumpliance of employers. 

The fact that people do 
manage — as the plaintiff’s 
employers point out — is only 

partly an excuse. But I'm not 

sure one can expect much 
more. Life is hard, and while 
we should expect to be treated 
fairly if not sensitively Ifor the 
latter, one should have noth¬ 
ing but gratitude!, if can never 
actually be our employer's job 
to make it easier. 

• IN TH£ past it has been 
said that what we are really 
celebrating is the New York 
Jewish Christmas — that is tn 
say. the whole American mall 
thing: bright lights, ton much 
tinsel: the entire sugary, senti¬ 
mental commercial package. 
Well. Christmas — the rituals 
rather than ihc reason for it — 
is not just far Christians land 
see above) bur I had nor 
realised quite how far melt- 1 
ing-pnt ecumenicafism had \ 
gone. I now do. Self ridges food ; 
hall stijeks a kosher Christ- j 
mo* pudding. Beyond parody, 
that’s how far. i 


Office frolics 


IT OCCURS to me that we no 
longer really celebrate Christ¬ 
mas but. rather, have re¬ 
turned to the more ancient 
rituals of Saturnalia — which, 
you will remember, was when 
the servants were allowed to 
rampage riotously about the 
place at the expense of the 
masters — which the Chris¬ 
tian festival usurped. I make 
this remark not because l am 
struck by the godlessness of 
the season (as a Christmas- 
celefarating atheist. Jewish to 
boot, l am hardly in a position 


to mind that) but because I 
cannot help noticing that 
Christmas, except for the day 
itself, no longer takes place in 
the home but in the office. 

If. like me, you do not have 
an office life, Christmas could 
almost pass you by. Indeed, if 
it were not for my near¬ 
bankruptcy. I would hardly 
notice it was Christmas. But 
anyone who works in an 
office has been celebrating for 
about the past fortnight, if not 
month: lunches, parties, fun¬ 
ny hats, drunkenness: and no 
office or employer could hope 
to gei away without providing 
all of that now. It is, almosT 
officially, the season for cere¬ 
monial workplace revelry. 

.And when in Rome ... a 
friend, a self-employed jour¬ 
nalist like me. now issues 
invitations for his own “office 
Christmas party". Somehow, 
without one. one feels that one 
isn't really celebrating 
Christmas. 


The brightest 


ideas are found 
at Ernest Jones. 


Ernest Jones 

The Diamond and Watch specialis¬ 
ed your nearest store, call UI8I 905 9000 
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Jpc Joseph and Grace Bradberry give some seasonal advice on children, trees, party games, food and last-minute gifts 
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ADULTS ARE, re¬ 
latively;. speaking, ;• ‘ 
easy to deal with... 

Every aunt, if fed enough liquor, becomes 
amusing. If not, pour yourself more liquor. 
Doddeiyimcies^irickienDowhatldidlsa 
year — I bought ‘an. aged, almost deaf unde a 
Walkman told him it was a revolutionary 
new hearing aid. Plug the earpiece intn his ear 
— bat first tefl him that you want To remind 
him of the {dot of Moby Dick. Then insert into, 
the Walkman a tape of Martin Jarvis reading 
MdbyDidcsu id tx^e that your unde thinks he 
is listening'to you taking him through 
story. This can keep him occupied for upfo 
hoars foot suitable for uncles- prune to' 


DEALING WITH RELATIVES 


. Chpdren are more difficulrtb amuse^once 
the excitement-of present openiag has died 
While young children may make theq- own. 


DECORATIONS 


CAUGHT short onChrist- - 
■ mas Evebecauseybu can’t 
find the tree decoratidr>s : 
you gently Wrapped up in' tis¬ 
sue paper last January,. 
carefolly packed into a large ' 
box.'carried up the ladder, 
poshed thron gh the hatch and 
then hurled into a dark 
comer of ihe attic?. 

. • Never mind: improvise. . 
Professional florists charge - 
wads of rash for strings of; 
dried red chillies and slices of 
orange that they have 
shoved in their Agas over- . 
right. You could do ihe / / 

same. (h* sew together along J 
string of $hmy.Quriity 
Street chocolates and drape it 
around the tree (do riot use ‘ 
Maltesers;they:jnstiTaldea - . 
mess when you tty to push, 
the needle through them). J :. 

Other cofourfolJbodr.. ; 

' strife woA just as wt^,su?h 
as popcorn. chqppeitiip \ _ 
sqnarespfIeflDwl3srain0!S 
pizza (pepperonl adds a V.'- 
nioe textural quality as wdl as 
a splash of festive red); ■\ 
chips that have been dipped 
m tomato sauce (more f»; 
tive colour!) and spinach ; 
fettudne. cooked al dehte \ 
and then hung oyer brandies 
of the tree foo ppsta sauce, 
obviously). ..7. . 

Lady draped fried eggs 
ran create an intriguing Dali- ; 
esepj? eflect TJse stifHjr 
beateiegg white, cream . * 
cheese or crime fralche 
foiflfat:theipW.fatdoesn’t -• 
keep its cnnsfetency) on 
brandies as fake snow. Caster 
sugar, sprinkled over the • • 
treefoom above; is also.gopd, 
Hip: mayonnaise may. 

.feck fine initially as fake snow 
drifts, bur it soon yellows, ;. . . 
tunnng mto goWxrts of ochre .. 
and maktag your tree look 
SkeaiM3M>rmoascottoiLbud 
fou has been used to . 
scrub out a gianfS earwax.) 

- Obviously, beef on the 
hope is out this Christmas; 
dehofatitm-wise. Bat car¬ 
fare colourful, if you can 
find them still attached to 
theifrstalks (handy for hang: 
ing tfcem up), and also 
nfekeahsalthy snack for. ' 
pedadi.fiun^y members: 

. - .limits are a trickier 
proposition. However, try to 
lay-youf hands mi a few. 
fiadimgrearlacydetignts--- 
at|eastxftheyfose,tiiey ;. 

WopT blow the whole house.; 


FAUX CRACKERS 


YOU KNOW you have joined „ 

the mjderd ass. when you can¬ 
not afford crackers. It is foe ~ 
sort of dang that can star a ■ 
faimly^^nllectiveinemaTyfor 
derations, such as The Time 
. . We Drank. Liebfraumflcft, and 
The Christmas . We .'Dug Up 
Out ifee Pram The Side Of 
life Motorway, 

Star you forgot. Who will 
befieve you? Far better to talk 
• airily about a rebellion against 
the c ommercialisation of the 

festive season., then back the . 
remark ;up with some im-^ 
pwot^aeativity. . . . , " 
. First visit your chemist and 
bt^ieyringsforthemenuand . 

Bpsticfaornstilvamishforthe 

.women, thus ensuring that. 
yotfr crackers wtfl'at least be 
pesonafised-T^ext, pop to foe', 
garage‘ and buy chocolates ,. 
and sweets, before making foe . 

paper hats, following the dia- . 
gram mi the right Now jyoa 
xnusrwritc the jokes. Instrictiy .: 
adult 'conrpany, you ran fe£_‘ 
np..Otherwi®e. use foe follow- ; 
ing,whlch more.foan fulfil the 
.seasfoiifl^neai '.for substan¬ 
dard humour. _ 

. What do you rail a • 

sJarefa beSwecn two goalposts?'. . 
Annette. ' 

Why'dtd foe robber take a 


mess, foey dtai-t 
make their own en- 
tertaizuDenti which 

puts the burden of ingenuity on the adults. 

Stopping them causing havoc is the main 
challenge: the low point usually comes when 
you rfiscover.' that the Tracey Emin tent your 
wife bought you for Christinas after seeing it in 
the Royal Academy’s Sensations exhibition 
has been invaded'by eight children who are 
hoMting a cowboys mid Indians tea party in it. 
. Tfo; cti^iiritmg aspect of children is thsd their 
eDihusiastn for the trapping? of Christmas is 
still bubbling brightly long after your own has 
waned. If their general mood of optimism 
-Starts grating, why run teach them that life has 
its downside, too, by taking them into a quiet 
room, and deering them at poker? in my 
experience, children can never remember 
whether a flush beats a foil house. 


GAMES YOU CAN PLAY 
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L EVERYONE^ name (this 
game assumes: that players 
know each odier) is written bn. 
slips of paper, -put into a hat 
and mixed up. Every player 
then picks out a name (if it is 
vthor own, they must return it 
and pick another)- On anofoer 
piece erf 'paper, eatih- person 
writes down die. most irrita- 
..ting trait of the person whose 
name he has plucked from the 
. hat, then puts this new piece of 
paper in the; hat These 
character sketches , are then 
picked out of thebat and read. 
aloud: players win one paint 
for guessing who is -being' 
described,- and tw> more 
points if they are courageous 
enough to suggest who wrote 
■ foe description. These point 
totals are trebled if both parts 
are. guessed eorrectiy by the 
person who is actually being 
described. - -■ 

; Z Players divide into teams. 
Each .team- then, -be gins a . 
Gmerkki which the other side 
has to complete. Points are. 
awarded for topicality, wit 
satire and vulgarity. Here are 


a couple to set you on your 
way: 

When William got 

married to Ffion, 
And honeymooned in the 
Caribbean, 

. . His first night was bliss. 

But she dreamed of 
Powys, 


. I once knew a Paymaster 
Generali 

■Who faced a political 
funeral. 

His big trust was offshore, 

■ Which he never foresaw. 


3. General knowledge quiz. 
You don’t necessarily have a 
deck of cards handy, but you 
always have cash — or at least 
an IOU. Challenge other play¬ 
ers to answer questions for 
specific amounts of cash. - - 
Even naming afl the planets 
becomes exciting if there's: £50 
-riding on it Tb get you going, 
here is a guaranteed -money- 
spinner. Which-lies farther 
east, Edinburgh or Carlisle? 
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Children are more difficult to amuse once the excitement of present opening has died. Stopping them causing havoc is the main challenge 


YOU RETURN to the bouse ; 
this .afternoon-to find that a 
foul odour has percolated 
through the house: Upon in¬ 
vestigation you discover that your favourite 
auntie has surreptitiously turned the heating 
up in every room, including the kitchen. The 
pantry, hitherto freezing, is now lukewarm. So 
is the turkey. So warm is it, in fact, that you 
would fear it had been resusdtated but far the 
malodorous stead) of rotting giblets. Your, 
unde will-now have a perfect excuse for his 
annual performance of Christmas Day In The 
Workhouse — a tradition you had hoped to 
scotch once and for afl. 

“ What to do? You arrive at foe supermarket at 

4.30pm. Every turkey, not to mention every 
goose and duck, has been swept from the 
shelves^ If you are hicky r there will be a few 
packs of unseasonable ostrich, now relatively 
common. Faffing that, beef or lamb can both 
be--toasted wifo pretty much-foe same 
trfrnmings. Beef .should be roasted for 20 
ntirmtes m thehottest ovm possible, then 20 to 
25 ripzrates per pound at 1900, gas mark 5. If 
you- have a leg of New Zealand lamb in the 
‘.freezer; then cover it wrfo rosemary and roast it 
at200G gas markfi. for20 minutes per pound, 
phis minut es-m finish. Half ah hour before 
flu;-end pour200ml/7fl az of red wine over foe 
top, then make gravy using one tablespoon of 
fat, brown stock and a. teaspoon of redeurrant 
jelly. - - 

- And sa this done, yon wake on Christmas 
Day, smug-in the knowledge-that yours is an 
unusual and tasty Christinas feast Worse is in 
store. Your 13-year-old niece. Evie, arrives at 
midday, bet complexion white, her eyes puffy 


ROTTEN TURKEY 


and ringed with red The 
previous day she bad her first 
encounter with a vhtisection- 
ist — and read his wretched 
pamphlet Meat is off foe menu. Forever. Her 
mother also fears she may be anorexic. It is 
imperative that you provide tempting vegetari¬ 
an fare — and quickly. 

.Luridly, it is possible to knock up Cordon- 
,Weu souffles with foe ingredients in your store 
cupboard. First, halve an muon and place h in 
a saucepan with a pint of milk. Add a bayieaf 
and Sumner, (hen strain foe milk. Next melt 
2oz (50g) of butter in a pan, stir in 2oz (50 g) of 
seif-rairing flour and cookforone minute. Add 
foe hot mflk gradually, stirring continuously. 
Thicken foe sauce slightly and leave on a very 
low beat for three minutes. 

Four foe sauce into a large muting bowl and 
beat in four size 2 egg yolks (save foe whites). If 
you have any dburees, snip them up and add a 
tablespoon to the mix. Stir everything together, 
then fold in 6oz (I75g) of mature Cheddar 
cheese^chopped into very small-cubes. If you 
have any srm-dried toniatoes, add a handful, 
chopped, to foe mixture at this stage. Whisk the 
egg whites to the sofrpeak stage and fold them 
gradually into foe drcese-atid-egg mixture. 
Divide foe mixture between eight buttered 
ramekins, place them in a roasting tin and 
pour bailing wafer around them. Bake them 
on a high shelf at 180C, gas mark -4. for 15 
miudesimtil they are springy. Cool them, then 
chill until needed, Finally, remove the souffles 
from their ramekins and place on a buttered 
baking sheet, -Chop up 2oz (50g) of goafs 
cheese and sprinkle on top. Then cook at 200C. 
gas mark 6. for 20 minutes or so. 
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HOW TO MAKE A PAPER HAT 


FOMBfiBCeof ' 
paper bitequartBrs- 


TUm up the 
bottom edges 




Because he wanted to make a 

cleangetmuy- - ' 

How do you know when tfs 

raining cats and dogs? .- 

When you step in a poodle. 
Whales a skeleton detective 
tailed? 

Sherlock Bones. , 

do you call a man who 
Eves in a rabbit hutch? 
Warren. 

poetor; Doctor, 1 flunk I'm 
•ruffling into a snooker ball. - 
Tm sorry, sir, you'll have ter go 
totkemdef the queue. ■ - 
How do monsters count to 53? 
On their fingers. 

How do you stop a rhinoceros 


. Hun tn tite comers to 
meet at the centre fold 




Turn back the comer at 
bottom edge and tuck in. 




from charging? Take away its 
credit cards. 

. , Filially, dig out some parcel 
ribbon and ei^h t paper nap* 
kins. Place die jcie, paper hat, 
gift and a chocolate inside: the. 
napkin- Wrap . foe paper 
■round, then secure with string 
at either end. There is only one 
dement missing — the bang. 
Fbr tins (depending- on die 
atmosphere of jtfllifiration in 
. your .dining room), yon could 
supply eyerymw with a paper 
. bag. Awn a^ foem to.Uow it 
up, twist the opening dosed 
and burst--if as their fellow 
revellers pull foe crackers. 


PRESENTS 


.- FORGOTTEN cousins, your 
children’s newly acquired and 
hitherto unmentinned bay- 
frienHs / girlfriends, work col¬ 
leagues who piteh. up on 
Christmas Eve proffering 
pre s ents — it seems there is 
always someone on foe door¬ 
step expecting to be plied with 
last-minute gifts. 

In such situations head for 
' riiemists’, ' 24-hour • garages 
and off-licences. The former 
usually have scented candles 
(great Tor maiden aunts), and 
those disposable cameras foal 
provide some entertainment 
for even the stroppiest adoles¬ 
cent There are underwater 
versions (children might enjoy 
• using these in the swimming 
pod) and some with built-in 
. flash. It doesn't matter if foe 
reripieni owns a £Z000 idea 
— a throwaway camera wfll 
always be popular for New 
Yeart Eve pmties because it 
can be lost with impunity. A 
decent garage should be able 
to supply packs of five Mank 
videos — always useful. If 
- these options fail, try die off- 
licence fbr a bottle of.cham- 
pagne. or pc^>. down to the 
cinema.and buy two tickets for 
the dead period between 
Christmas and new" year or, 
even better, a voucher. • 
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Make your plans to cefebrate thetriill.enhium. This Sunday*, 
our 16-page Travel special features the best parties 
and events around the world to mark the year 2000 
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A time of 
tranquil 
ceremony 

John Bayiev finds repose in 
the calm routine of Christmas 


the ti mes 

r-r* i P f mO * lC f» nCTH 




W e had friends once 
who derided ro 
spend Christmas in 
Istanbul. “To eat our turkey in 
Turkey." they explained, i. 
without being as tiresome or 
as witty as that, would rather 
avoid, or at least deflect, the 
festive season. 

. Yet Christmas does seem an 
appropriate time for passivity, 
for abnegation of the will. 
Mary and Joseph could do 
nothing about it — why should 
we? Why not give way to the 
blessed, or at least time- 
honoured. routines? A service, 
a snooze, rather more to drink 
than usual, and something 
good to eat. 

Christmas can provide us 
with the tranquil ceremony, 
with the time for quietness, for 
which, perhaps, we yearn. The 
striking rhing about the na¬ 
tion's mourning for Diana. 
Princess of Wales, was the 
calm with which it all took 
place. The grievers were rath¬ 
er like good children folding 
their hands in bedtime prayer. 
And today the tranquil! ising 
power of rirual is erven being 
emphasised by psychothera¬ 
pists who themselves have no 
belief in any religion, and who 
until recently would have de¬ 
nied that their patients had 
any need for it either. 

Over the festive season the 
world can find calmness for a 
few days. London streets are 
tranquil and pleasant to stroll 
in. Even the-sky seems quieter. 
Looking up. one can see the 
same old vapour trails, the 
aeroplanes winging their pur¬ 
poseful way through the 
clouds, but even these seem 
more silent than usual. 

For years my wife and I 
have taken the same walk 
every Christmas — into Ken¬ 
sington Gardens and past the 
Round Pond. The sceneiy is at 
its best on a bright winter’s 
morning. We wander on down 
to the Serpentine and the little 
hollow where Peter Pan plays 
narcissistically upon his pipes 
while a determined young 
lady scrambles over the plinth 
to anempt a flirtation, giving 
the bystander an attractive 
view of her polished derriere. 
The illusion of Christmas is 
stronger than ever here. For¬ 
eign voices impinge melodi¬ 
ously from afar, as if 
Wenceslas was having a quiet 
chat with his page on the way 
back home. Even the hordes of 
Canada geese stand medita¬ 
tively. less vociferous than is 
their wont. 

Coming home to a snug 
lunch — usually sardines and 
bacon and eggs — a certain 
amount to drink and a good 
rest, a feeling of quite unspiri¬ 
tual peacefulness prolongs it¬ 
self in the mild night air. The 
increasing warmth of winter 
in London seems more notice¬ 
able now — how many years 
since it snowed at Christmas? 

1 ask my wife. Iris, if she can 
remember. She cant. She is 
tranquilly enjoying the Christ¬ 
mas repuse. looking forward 
to getting back to work on her 
novel or her book on philoso¬ 
phy on after Boxing Day. 

But wait a moment... that 
was years ago ... she doesn’t 
remember any of it now’. Yet 
our Christmas rituals go on¬ 
wards the same, a peaceful 
and blessed routine. Routine is 
a saving necessity for the 
man> elderly people who suf¬ 


fer fading memory and the 
illness which has now been 
recognised as Alzheimer's, the 
illness which my wife now 
has. For her, routine provides 
a substitute for memory. It 
soothes the anxieties of a 
husband who has come to 
dread more than anything — 
more even than the tears and 
the sentences without mean¬ 
ing — the questions “Where 
are we? Who is coming? What 
are we doing now?" 

We aren’t doing anything, 
but someone or something is 
coming, and the happy silence 
it brings with it makes no 
demands. Familiarity can take 
over from memory, up to a 
point. We have done all the 
usual things. We shall contin¬ 
ue for a while to do them. Iris 
is content, and asks no ques¬ 
tions. We turn on the wireless 
and listen to some carols and 
Christmas music. Even Radio 
3 is behaving itself. 

An eerie aspect of the illness 
which my wife now suffers is 
that the partner too begins to 
share the sense of memory 
loss, or rather the illusion that 
things have always been the 
same, and have never 
changed. 1 cannot now imag¬ 
ine Ins any different from the 
way she is. She is just the 
same: I feel just the same 
about her. All my life I seem to 
have been watching the 
Teletubbies at ten o’clock in 
the morning — the blue 
Teletubby sky. the sunlit 
grass. Pondering the Tele- 
tubbies seems to be my life, or 
to have become it — we have 
only had the television for six 
months. It can give me the odd 
feeling that no one dies, that 
death, as Wittgenstein said, 
cannot be a human experi¬ 
ence. Or in the immortal 
words of Mrs Eardley, one of 
Anthony Powell’s sublimely 
comic creations from A Dance 
to the Music of Time — “there 
is only merging, synthesis, 
reformation, reappearance". 

W atching television 
may well cause one 
to think so. Dreami¬ 
ly. I even abandon my cross 
derision to write and complain 
about the fiendish perversity 
of the director of Radio 3. who 
seems to think we want verbal 
antics, chit-chat, rubbishy dia¬ 
logue just at these moments of 
the day — teatime, suppertime 
— when calm uninterrupted 
music is surely what is needed. 

What does it matter? The 
spirit of goodwill pervades me, 
or rather is programmed into 
my brain, if 1 still have one 
under the present regime. My 
wife and I must both of us do 
the same things — watch 
together since we cannot talk 
together, fulfil in out own way 
the admirable advice the Rev¬ 
erend Sydney Smith once gave 
to a parishioner who was 
suffering from depression. 
“Take short views — never 
further than dinner or tea." 
Such advice is easily taken 
over these few ritualised days. 
It is the old saving routine of 
Christmas, which for us has 
now become twice blessed. 

The author is retired Wharton 
Professor of English at Oxford 
University. His wife is the 
novelist and philosopher Iris 
Murdoch who has been suffer¬ 
ing for more than two years 
from Alzheimer’s disease. 





The monastery of I-asting ham cm the North York Moors, where Yorkshire people have for centuries found refuge and spiritual reassurance. 

Sermons in the stones 


T he monastery of 

ham, cleft deep in the Nor 
York Moors, drills the bones 
at this time of year. Buried 
beneath its chancel lies an ancient 
crypt, built by Norman invaders to 
the memory of an even earlier 
denizen of this place, the 7th-century 
missionary. St Odd. It is one of 
England’s most intimate shrines, 
hacked from the ground in a spot that 
even the Venerable Bede considered 
fit only for “wild beasts and 
men who live like beasts". The crypt 
is a tiny grotto of columns with 
simply carved capitals, encrusted 
with time. 

On my last visit, someone had 
placed lines from Eliot’s Little 
Gidding at the crypt entrance. The 
commandment was stark. 

“You are not here to verify, instruct 
yourself or inform curiosity. 
You are here to kneel where prayer 
has been valid. 
The communication of the dead is 
tongued with fire beyond the 
language of the living. 
Here, the intersection of the 
timeless moment is England 
and nowhere ." 

Rarely does word and stone mix so 
well as Eliot in Lastingham crypt. 
Most English churches are works of 
vernacular architecture. We ap¬ 
proach them impressed by their age 
and fascinated by die additions of 
each generation of parishioners. To 
non-believers, a church is a building 
whose purpose is inherently un¬ 
known. It is one more temple in a 
secular forum. Furnishings such as 
font altar, screen, rood and piscina 
are beautiful yet devoid of meaning. 
Their beauty can be admired but not 
the reason for the beauty. Their 
appeal is the weaker for that 
There are a few churches which in 
my experience contrive to transcend 
this limitation. They have power ro 
fulfil Eliot’s edict and force even the 
most sceptical visitor to his knees. In 
their case, architecture and history 
have conspired together to drive 
reason from the argument and 
substitute a sensation that I can only 
call awe. The tiny downland church 
of Up Marden in Sussex is one such 
building. On each visit I have found it 
strangely more than what at first it 
seems, the simplest of stone cells 
hidden in a hillside clearing. It is 


Just occasionally one finds a church with 
the power to bring the sceptic to his knees 
and send the atheist on his way in doubt 


infused with a genius loci that I can 
never define. 

Likewise Ratrington church in 
Holderness. It can never be just a 
forest of Decorated arches rich with 
14th-century sculpture. Lost in a 
geographical appendix, this most 
supreme of Gothic parish churches 
seems on the brink of departing this 
Godless world and ascending direct 
to Heaven. Or Gunwalloe church, 
half buried by sand on a Cornish 
beach with waves crashing at its 
door, more than testifies to the 
privations of medieval hermits. 

Only stones bonded by faith can 

have held back _ 

ocean storms for 
half a millennium. 

These churches are, 
like Lastingham, 
shrines whose at¬ 
mosphere manages 
to shift the burden 
of proof. They send 
the atheist on his 
way enveloped in 
doubL 

I admit to liking 
chiefly because they 
journey to Lastingham 
Scarborough road is 


Simon 

Jenkins 


old 


churches 
are old. The 
from the 
a drive from 
tarmac and traffic, past bungalows 
and tended meadows to an immacu¬ 
late picture village. Everything seems 
of a piece, even nature The church is 
a glorious shock. Despite Victorian 
restoration, glowing relics of antiqui¬ 
ty are embedded in its fabric. 
Crumbling limestone vaults and 
tooled capitals, damp tiles and drip¬ 
ping corbels have cheated a thousand 
years of pillage and decay. Walls rise 
against the backdrop of bleak moor¬ 
land, marvels of sheer longevity. 

Like most people. I draw comfort 
from having round me such reliquar¬ 
ies of history. If devotion ro the past 
is. as David Lowenthall has written, 
“a self-conscious creed whose shrines 
and icons daily multiply and whose 
praise suffuses public discourse" I 
plead the faith. James Lees-Milne 
once wrote that taking up the cause of 


old buildings was “like being in Holy 
Orders". Yet such buildings do more 
than please the eye by the softness of 
their contours. TTiey offer a window 
on yesterday, the better to under¬ 
stand today. 

Parish churches are communities 
made stone. They were phenomena 
of social as well as physical engineer¬ 
ing. They made intense claims on the 
tithes, labour and materials of every 
man, woman and child, requiring a 
huge diversion of resources from the 
necessities of medieval life. 

These structures were to the towns 
and villages of England undertak¬ 
ings as colossal as 
were the pyramids 
to Egypt Nothing 
of equivalent size 
was attempted ever 
again. Evct the ca¬ 
thedrals were un¬ 
surpassed until the 
age of steam. 

Love of antiquity 
is not intellectually 
shrivelling. Mod¬ 
ernists might regard it as the sign of 
deranged imagination, in Lowen- 
thall's words “signalling an eclipse of 
reason and a regression ro embattled 
tribalism". To such people, affection 
for the past is hatred of the present 
and fear of the future. It is morbid. 
Yet all societies find ways of venerat¬ 
ing their past Marxists worship a 
book. The Japanese worship their 
ancestors. William Morris was no 
conservative in regarding churches 
as “sacred monuments of die nation’s 
growth and hope". The past may be a 
foreign country through which we 
travel as strangers. But travel still 
broadens che mind. 

Even this does not explain the 
appeal of those churches I have found 
special. Their exteriors may be pictur¬ 
esque or awesome, but they are not 
more than features in the landscape. 
Like the towers of Somerset, they 
may evoke a ay of pleasure, but the 
pleasure is visual It is the interiors 
which are different. They evoke not a 


cry but a silence. They render us 
speechless, as if indeed “the commu¬ 
nication of foe dead is tongued with 
fire beyond the language of the 
living". 

When people are dead I believe 
diem to be dead. Whai a church 
guide asks me to consider “how many 
feet have walked over these stones", I 
find the consideration banal. What is 
not banal is the sentiment that 
motivated - those feet the witness 
those churches bear to the part 
religion played in millions upon 
millions of lives. 

' Whether this religion is seen by 
some a$ superstition does not matter. 
People piled stone on stone, pillar 
rising to arch, arch to spire, not for 
shelter or security but for consolation 
in this life and the hope of a better life 
-.hereafter; The-, spire m Wijliam, 
Golding’s novel of that name soared 
hot just towards a priesTs ambition 
but towards a God in whom that 
ambition was passionately rooted. 
We do not have to believe in that God 
to marvel at what belief in Him 
produced in the communities of old’ 
England. We can feel the faith in 
these stones. 

F rom out of die forests and 
across die moors. Yorkshire 
people made their way to 
Lastingham in fair weather 
and foul. They found there a home 
from home, a place of refuge from the 
.anguish erf life, a reassurance that all' 
was to some purpose. They built and 
repaired the church with their own 
sweat. They entrusted it with their 
births, marriages and deaths. In its 
porch they swore on oath, did 
business and gave thanks. The 
church embodied their identity as a 
community, as itstfll does. Everyone 
knows their church. 

Nobody can regard such places as 
so much vegetable and mineral, or 
lie them as a regression to 


tribalism. Parish churches embody 
the continuity of human imagination 
evolving over centuries. They are die 
true British museum, a museum of 
beliefs, hopes and fears as well as of 
artefacts. Some regard them as 
infused with God. I regard them as 
infused with people. Both views 
honour Eliot's concept of valid pray¬ 
er, when “the tongues of flame are 
infolded into the crowned knot of fire, 
and the fire and the rose are one.” 


Blue gold 

A DISTANToutpost of iheTory parry is enjoying a financial windfall that 
would impress even a City broker flush with his Christmas bonus. 
Aylesbury Conservative Association, which bangs the drum for David 
Li dir ston. the area’s MP and William Hague’s parliamentary aide, 
receives a steady income from an investment worth up to £2 million. But 
the financial wizardry is attracting the demon eyes of Lord Parkinson, the 
party chairman, who is valiantly seeking to plug a £500.000 hole in its 
bank balance. Very wisely, the 
association will not divulge how it 
builr up its crock of gold. But my 
friends in Aylesbury' tell me that it 
derives from a canny purchase of 
land in the town in the 1950s, now 
the site of a large insurance 
building. The money pays for some 
of Lidington's election literature 
and campaigns in nearby margin¬ 
al seats. 

Despite its generosity, the associ¬ 
ation jealously guards its right to 
control the money, putting it in 
conflict with the party's attempts to 
modernise. In his Christmas mess¬ 
age to the faithful, Hague has 
promised the biggest shake-up 
since Benjamin Disraeli. One op¬ 
tion is to give Parkinson direct 
control over his rebellious prov¬ 
inces and their coffers. Lidington is 
keeping well out of this one for fear 
of inciting his local blue-rinse 
brigade, and who can blame him? 

%TO THE chapel at Eton College 
fora carol service to raise funds for 
■j Macmillan Cancer Relief. Lessons 



DIARY 



Lidington, Parkinson 

were read by Lord Carrington, the 
Duchess of Devonshire. Sir Antony 
Acland and. yes. Ronnie Corbett. 
I'm told an organiser liked the 
comedian's “ gravelly " mice. 


Mugging up 

LLEW SMITH, the Welsh devolu¬ 
tion rebel, has the perfecr Christ¬ 
mas present for his revolting 
colleagues- He is hawking mugs 
bearing the image of Nye Bevan, 
the socialist hero who resigned in 
1951 over proposals to introduce 


NHS charges. "Several of the bene¬ 
fit rebels have bought Them, in¬ 
cluding Ann Clwyd and Alice 
Mahon." gushed Smith. But surely 
no minister would purchase the 
subversive memento? Dawn 
Primarolo. the former leftwinger, 
has been spotted sipping tea from 
her Bevan mug while fulfilling her 
role as a Treasury minister. 

• STRANGE tastes those Boers. 
Earl Spencer, brother of Diana. 
Princess of Wales, has been named 
the second most eligible bachelor 
in South Africa after Nelson 
Mandela. The South African edi¬ 
tion of Cosmopolitan hails him as 
being “very rich, very weU-conr.ccr- 
ed. and very available ". His former 
wife . Victoria, would no doubt 
agree with that. 


bi*s Chanukah. The first Orthodox 
synagogue to welcome gays and 
lesbians will open its doors on Fri¬ 
day. A service has been organised 
at a “secret" location in North 
London by a group calling itself 
Chofetz Chaim. It wants to stop 
"lots of observant Jews leaving Or¬ 
thodoxy because they can’t come 
out openly". 

But the plan is upsetting many. 
Dayan Gershon Loplan, a judge 
on the Jewish court, calls it “a trav¬ 
esty of normal, Orthodox Juda¬ 
ism" Dr Jonathan Sacks, die Chief 
Rabbi, is keeping his skullcap 
down. "The service won't be on 
United Synagogue premises.” one 
of his sidekicks says. “It most be an 


independent group which calls it¬ 
self Orthodox." 

• HUMPHREY. the former Dow¬ 
ning Street car, has become such 
an important national figure that 
he now has his own Whitehall 
press office. The directory of infor¬ 
mation officers shows that three 
employees can be contacted to dis¬ 
cuss what kind of food he prefers. 


Everbody’s out 

ITS enough to ruin the Chief Rab- 



Duly calls 

DON'T panic Tony Blair will re¬ 
main in charge over Christmas. Al¬ 
though the Prime Minister will 
spend the festive season at Che¬ 
quers. No 10 is stressing that he 
will be on duty throughout. Sadly, 
this means no repeat of last sum¬ 
mer's highly entertaining panto¬ 
mime. in which John Prescott and 
Peter Mandetson each attempted 
their own coups d'etat. 

With Blair firmly at die helm, 
Cabinet ministers wishing to im¬ 
press the PM should not stray too 
far from die telephone. Mo Mow¬ 
lam. for one. has let rr be known 
that she wfli certainly be “on duty" 
throughout the holiday period. We 
shall no doubt all be hugely re¬ 
lieved by the news. 



“Td like to watch the Queen's 

Christmas message live” 


Hallelujah! 

GLORY may yet be restored to the 
struggling Royal Opera House. 


Lead on: Cecilia Bartoli 


After turning down all previous of¬ 
fers from the stuffed tuxedos at 
CovctiT Garden, the Italian sopra¬ 
no Cecilia Bartoli has agreed to 
open a season and sing the lead in 
one of Handel's less celebrated op¬ 
eras. Rina Ido. 

The Opera House, which has 
been facing endless problems, in¬ 
cluding having to camp out in low- 
rent digs such as the Royal Albert 
Halt will be pulling out all the 
stops to impress. And. on that 
happy note, l wish all my readers 
an excellent Christmas. 

Jasper Gerard 


Alan Coren 



BTisYul-tide, 

and I am bid to 

Christie’s 

T he man beside me was 
interested in Yul Bryn- 
tier's hat Indeed he was 
so interested in Yrf^Bnrnnert 
hat that he was beside himselj. 

too. He could hardy siiJ^L 
although he would have to W. 
because the hat wasn’t sched¬ 
uled to turn up for an hour.and 
if the man betide me dionT nr 
still, with, moreover, his hands 
in his lap. he might easilywind 
up, wffiy-nilly, with 
Bergman's earrings or Edward 
G. Robinson's cabin trunk. 
Because they do not muck about 
at Christie’s, they are there to 
shift stuff as snappily as posable 
fin this instance last weeks 
movie memorabilia) and every 
member of die huge crowd 
would have to take extreme care 
not to distinguish himself inad¬ 
vertently from the rest of that 
crowd if he didn’t want to wind 
up standing in the_ South Ken¬ 
sington street with Stanley 
Holloway's grand piano and a 
receipt for whatever the bidding 
had reached when he incau¬ 
tiously blew his nose. 

Since you ask, I was not 
interested pi Yul Bryiiner's hat I 
was. not even interested in Ingrid 
Bergman'S earrings, Edward G. 
Robinson's cabin trunk, or Stan¬ 
ley Holloways Bluthner, even 
though it was offered with a 
matching stool. I was interested 
only in a lOxffin photograph of 
Laurel and Hardy, signed by 
both, because Christmas was 
owning and. my ideas were 
getting thin, and it would be just 
the ticket for someone dear to 
me, provided die ticket would be 
no dearer to me than the 
estimated £200. It was Lot 37. 

• At 2pm, the auctioneer said 
hello, and Lot .1 came up. A 
signed postcard ofarcusrrkmger 
Phineas T. Barnum. All I knew 
of Bamum was his observation 
that there was a sucker Jxffh 
, every . minute, a judgment 
whudi when his-p5sfcard was 
knocked down for £403, seemed 
to me to have borne die test of 
time rather wdL. but the man 
'who was .interested in • Yul 
'Bryiiner's hat-said there wasn't 
much Bamum about, and I said 
are you a dealer, and he said no, 
1 just collect Yul, and I thought 
how can aman who is interested 
only in Yul Brynner know how 
much Bamum there is about? I 
became so enwrapped in this 
that I missed Sir Henry Irving’s 
gloves, but I recovered in time 
for Cde Porter's engraved cigar¬ 
ette case, which went far what 
seemed to be a snip at E300, 
until the man who cared only for 
Yul Bryiiner's hat told me that 
. Cole Porter had owned 1.200 
cigarette cases. Since this, sure¬ 
ly, could not have been true of 
Edward G. Robinson’s mono 
grammed cabin trunk, I con¬ 
fessed myself amazed when this 
was bought in at £170 — Edward 
G. Robinson. I said. Little 
Caesar. Double Indemnity, you 
cannot buy a cabin trunk in 
John Lewis for £170. but Yul 
Biynner’s hat-man said-Edward 
G. Robinson was not collectible, 
don’t ask him why. Not that I 
would have had time to, because 
suddenly it was Lot 37, and i 
was waving my catalogue, but I 
dropped out at £200, and Stan 
and Ollie went far £300. and I 
said, stone me, its only a photo, 
and the man beside me said, yes, 
and there are probably 10,000 
like that, but they’re very, yes, I 
said, I understand, very collect¬ 
ible, and he said right, and l said 
this means there are three 
million poundsworth of Laurel 
and Hardy photographs in the 
world, you could swap them for 
HMY Britannia, and he said 
why would you want to da that? 

S o I shin up. and a pair of 
Ursula Andress'S trousers 
went for E75, with a pair of 
her boots thrown in, and I said 
it's a fenny old world, bur he 
wasn’t listening, because the next 
tat was the black stetson Yul 
Brynner wore in The Magnifi¬ 
cent Seven, and the man beside 
roe was suddenly a tiling pog. 
Mssed. his arm going up and 
down like a beam engine as the 
{adding raced through a thou¬ 
sand, and two, and ... but, 
heartbreakingly, the thing pos¬ 
sessed was destined never to 

possess the tiling that possessed 

him, because he slumped ar 
£4,000, the arm fell into his Ian 
and Yul Brynner* hat, a moment 
later, went for C5J75. 1 

The man got up, and lurched 

entwards. I left, too; there was 
no more for me there, I didn't 
want Richard Burton’s mink 

ooar or Sean Connery's tuxedo I 
waited onjy to ask the man why 
f Yul Brynner stetson was worth 
300 Edward G. Robinson cabin 
S^^henlgotoutsid^ 
on Christie’s 
wall dabbmg at his eyes. So I 
homed off. in the oppose 
directiOT. j hope he didn't stand 
there too long. Sleet was beefe 
to fall, and he didn’t havea 
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A BIRTH IN BETHLEHEM 

‘When the fullness of time was come God sentforth His Son. 


As the march of months to the millennium 
becomes more insistent, so too does our 
awareness of time moving and passing: 
From birth to death we are creatures of time, 
shaped by a period of years—by the age into 
which we are born, and by the past of family, 
nation and history, that has formed us in 
ways both conscious and unconscious. To be 
without the marking of time is to lose our 
identity. To live simply in the present is 
elusive and illusory. Our history, our story, 
is woven into the fabric of our lives. We find 
our identity by telling our story, the story 
that is ours atone to teii, but which can only 
be told in its intersection with other stories, 
other personal patterns of meaning and 
purpose. So we find ourselves persistently 
propelled on a quest to find an overarching 
story in which we may discover our fuU 
meaning and identity. 

Year by year, just before the year’s turning 
. we tell the story of a birth — the birth of 
Jesus, whose name means Saviour, and who 
is called “the Christ”, the "anointed one” of 
God. But uniquely the story of that birth is 
told not as an obituary notice or a 
biographer might tell it. but as Gospel — 
“Good News" — told from the perspective of 
an ending that is not death but resurrection, 
when death itself was blown open to the 
overwhelming hope of a new order. God’s 
new creation. 

The Greek words for time used in the New 
Testament are kairos , the moment of 
significant time, of promise, of change and 
challenge, and chronos. the regular, rhyth¬ 
mic ticking of the clock, the steady invariable 
elapse of sequence. To discern the kairos, to 
find not just sequence but history, is to see 
beneath the surface to a deeper significance 
and movement So St Paul speaks of foe 
kairos of Jesus's birth in a powerful 
metaphor, as foe moment when the fullness 
of time was come, the chronos, the regular 
patterning, crowds and comes to a fall. Just 
as Hopkins thus saw his life like sand in an 
hourglass, so time itself cranes to a moment 
like a birth. For this moment of incarnation 
is the defining moment of time. From it we 
measure the millennium. In it we measure 


our own days. For that binh is the story 
which gives meaning to our lives. And why? 

Because that story is the story of foe 
appearing of the One who created time, 
within time. It is no less than the self¬ 
emptying of foe divine love into the heart of 
human history, expressing in that self¬ 
giving the love for which time and history 
were made. In this way. choosing to stand 
where we are, being bom as we are bom, 
coming into our world with all its ambiguity, 
knowing creation bom the inside, God wills 
to draw us to Himself, from the darkness of 
sin into His marvellous light 

The New Testament celebrates that won¬ 
der and that mystery, in a rich variety of 
ways. It is foe meaning behind foe simple 
story of a birth in the dung and straw of an 
outhouse at Bethlehem; it is the song of 
praise of foe angelic armies of Heaven, who 
had shouted for joy at creation; it is 
expressed in foe humble response of faith of 
Mary, foe village girl of Nazareth, in and 
through whom God comes into the world; it 
is behind the worship of shepherds, and the 
pilgrimage of wise men. 

To those who say that so much of the 
familiar Christmas story is embroidery, we 
must needs reply that such embroidery is 
what embroidery always is. an enhance¬ 
ment in beauty of an underlying pattern and 
meaning. The meaning of this story we 
indeed know only in part, seeing through a 
glass darkly. For the truth of the incarnation 
is a love which was lived. And it is a truth we 
likewise know only by living. 

For if God has indeed made us for 
Himself, there is no more truly human way 
of living than by foe following of Jesus 
Christ in the power of His Spirit. It is for this 
that God’s grace is poured into our hearts, 
and received in foe bread and wine of foe 
Eucharist. Over again the dark night wakes, 
the glory breaks and Christmas comes once 
more, drawing us by its magic and its 
mystery to put our life's trust in foe reality of 
foe God who came to us at Bethlehem and 
tookd us fay the hand. O Holy Child of 
Bethlehem, Descend to us we pray; Cast out 
our sin, and enter in. Be bom in us today. 
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BAD TIDINGS FROM THE EAST 

Korea and Japan threaten a 1930s-style depression 


While Tony Blair, Bill Clinton and the rest of 
us enjoy our Christinas holidays tomorrow, 
politicians and bankers in two of foe world’s 
most important industrial economies will be 
burning the midnight oil. In Japan and 
Korea financial markets are open for 
business over Christmas. But this year, it 
will be anything but business as usual. Both 
Korea and Japan are faring financial crises 
- —on a scale which the world has not witnessed 
since,foe Great Depression of the 1930s. 

Korea's predicament was candidly 
*. f described yesterday by Kim Dae Jung, the 
country’s President-elect: “We don’t know 
whether we will go bankrupt tomorrow or 
the day after tomorrow. I cannot sleep since I 
was briefed about foe country’s financial 
situation. I am totally flabbergasted.” This 
disarmingly frank remark immediately 
wiped 14 per cent off the value of foe Korean 
won and 75 per cent off foe Seoul 
stockmarket But it seemed an honest 
reflection on foe country’s desperate stale. 

The 60 per cent devaluation of the won 
since November has pushed Korea down 
from the level of Spain to that of Turkey in 
the world’s economic ranking. More im¬ 
portantly, it has destroyed foe country’s 
entire financial and business structure. 
*1 Banks and industrial conglomerates which 
had eagerly borrowed “cheap" dollars and 
yen in foe international markets have faced 
a doubling of the value of their foreign loans 
in terras of won. Since they now have no 
hope -of repaying their enlarged foreign 
borrowings. Mr Kim’s reference to impend¬ 
ing national bankruptcy was all too apt 

In Tokyo, meanwhile, the Nikkei stock 
market average has just closed for the first 
time in years below foe 15,000 marie. If ft 
breaches foe low-point of 14200 established 
in 1992, perhaps as soon as Christmas 
morning, it could set off a chain reaction 
leading to the insolvency of up to half 
Japan’s major banks, which are addictively 


dependent cm stock market profits to keep 
themselves afloat With insolvent banks 
calling in their loans to commercial bor¬ 
rowers, the consequence could be an 
economic depression comparable to the one 
that hit America after 1929. 

To make matters worse, foe Japanese and 
Korean financial crises are closely inter¬ 
twined. If Korean conglomerates fail to 
repay their foreign borrowings, the biggest 
losers will be the shaky Japanese banks. 
And if Japan continues to slide into 
depression and cuts back its imports, the 
biggest losers will be foe over-indebted 
Korean conglomerates. 

Something needs to be done quickly to 
stop this vicious circle. Fortunately, sol¬ 
utions to both the Japanese and Korean 
crises are at hand and perfectly dear to 
everyone outside Japan and Korea. The 
Korean Government must take respon¬ 
sibility for foe foreign debts of its banks even 
if this means temporarily renationalising 
foe entire banking system. Japan must act 
even more boldly, since it can afford to do so. 
The Japanese Government must close down 
its insolvent banks and repay their depos¬ 
itors with public money. Simultaneously, it 
must announce dramatic tax cuts to restore 
public confidence and encourage Japanese 
consumers to spend money. 

Both Japan and Korea are fundamentally 
strong economies with enormous scope for 
rapid growth. Sooner or later they will re- 
emerge as two of foe world’s leading 
industrial countries. But America was a 
fundamentally strong econony in 1929. This 
did not prevent it from suffering a decade of 
financially-induced depression. In a de¬ 
pression, government policy must heed 
Franklin Roosevelt’s famous advice: “We 
have nothing to fear but fear itself*. So far. 
the Japanese and Korean governments have 
been too paralysed by fear to act rationally. 
They must stop panicking and start acting. 


A PLACE FOR PROTOCOL 
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The case for caution when modernising state visits 


When protocol and spin collide - which 
should take precedence? The derision by foe 
Foreign Secretary to “modernise" state visits 
by downplaying tradition, emphasising the 
go-ahead and drafting in a personal 
propagandist reflects Robin Cook's under¬ 
standable annoyance at foe negative report¬ 
ing of the Queen's visit to India. It was not 
just Mr Cook’s amour propre which 
suffered. The Queen did not 'scape whipping 
from some commentators and valuable 
trade initiatives were overshadowed. There 
are clearly lessons to be learnt from foe 
episode, but Mr Cook should realise that 
protocol, like armour, may inhibit flexibility 
but ft affords protection. 

State visits have, generally, added lustre to 
the country's reputation and provided the 
Queen with an opportunity to fulfil her role 
as ambassador with aplomb. Over time a 
tradition of delicately choreographed per¬ 
sonal contact and studiously apolitical 
speeches have created favourable mood 
musk which allows the prosaic business of 
international problem-solving to be con¬ 
ducted more harmoniously. A jarring note 


was struck in India by the prominence 
given, through no fault of Mr Cook’s, to his 
private diplomatic efforts to help with a 
resolution to the conflict in Kashmir. It was 
not an excess of protocol that offended, but 
an activist diplomatic stance. 

Mr Cook apparently believes foe India 
trip was blighted from the beginning by the 
derision to visit during foe fiftieth anniver¬ 
sary of independence. Determined that such 
errors should not harm future contacts, he 
wants to give the Foreign Office a greater 
role in planning state visits, at foe expense of 
Buckingham Palace. Mr Cook has already, 
however, chosen to blame foe last Govern¬ 
ment for planning foe trip inexpertly. He 
cannot keep his mud and fling it 

If it was foe Tories’ fault that foe trip was 
badly conceived, then the Palace does not 
deserve the implied rebuke of seeing its role 
limited in future. In any case, foe traditional 
practices which he fears look “imperial" are 
foe particularly gracious habits of monarchy 
which buy Britain’s politicians a respect 
abroad that endures long after landslides 
have been eroded. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

2 Pennington Street London El 9.VN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Protect children from a life of crime 

systems would make such cryopera¬ 
tion easier and more successful. 


Labour ‘despair* at 
welfare proposals 

From Mr Frank Allaun 

Sir. It is with dismay that I write this 
letier. The effect of the Government’s 
plans for lone-parent families and the 
disabled, blind and side has been so 
disastrous amongst Labour support¬ 
ers — not to mention the victims — 
that I am convinced that the proper 
course is for both measures ro be with¬ 
drawn (letters. December 9,13,17,18. 
23). 

In many constituency Labour par¬ 
ries the vote against them has been 
unanimous. If the Bills ever reach the 
statute book the shame will never be 
forgonen. The lone-parents’ Bill has 
had its third reading, but if the Lords 
amend the Bill it will have to come 
back to the Commons. The second 
plan has even more time to be scrap¬ 
ped. 

1 know men and women who have 
worked hard and sacrificed for the 
Labour cause for the whole of their 
lives who are now filled with despair. 
“Have we wasted our years for this 
kind of thing?" they ask. Our front 
bench must know this very well. And 
to crown it all our leader tells us there 
is worse to come, if so it will destroy 
the Labour Party. 

Yours sincerely, 

FRANK ALLAUN 
(Labour MP. NS543I. 

11 Eastleigh Road, 

Manchester M2S OBQ. 

December 22. 


Royal finances 

From Mrs Jennifer Miller 

Sir. Valerie Elliott's report ("MPs win 
scrutiny of royal accounts”, December 
18) describes the latest episode in the 
harassment of our monarch over fi¬ 
nances which has been going on for 
years. Meanwhile her Civil List has 
remained fixed at £7.9 million, al¬ 
though the Crown Estate profits 
quietly pocketed by the Treasury in 
exchange rose last year to a record 
£102.9 million. 

What happens to this vast and 
increasing source of government rev¬ 
enue taken from the Queen, and 
where are foe detailed published 
accounts of its expenditure? 

Yours faithfully. 

JENNIFER MILLER, 

2 Heath view Gardens, 

Putney. SW15 3SZ. 

December 18. 

From Mr Edward Hay 

Sir, There is something rather farcical 
about foe Public Accounts Committee 
spending so much time examining the 
Royal Household's accounts. £40 
million of "taxpayers’ money" is an 
infinitesimal figure placed beside, 
say, foe Defence budget of £20 billion. 

It is hard not to believe foe fuss is 
being orchestrated for political rea¬ 
sons; to ensure headlines for other¬ 
wise unknown Members of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Yours etc, 

EDWARD HAY. . 

16 Worfield Street, SW113RD. 
December 18. 


Leaders and led 

From Dr P. H. Borvherds 

Sir. In his letier on one member, one 
vote in the election of foe Conservative 
leader (December 19; further letters 
December 22) is Sir Julian Critchlev 
not making foe mistake of assuming 
that those attending foe Conservative 
Party conference reflect foe views of 
foe party membership? 

His description of foe conference 
reminds me, if one replaces “Right" by 
"Left", etc. of meetings of the council of 
foe Association of University Teach¬ 
ers (ALT), membership of which is 
determined by ill-artended local meet¬ 
ings (perhaps like membership of foe 
Conservative conference?). 

I have served on foe national execu¬ 
tive of the AUTfor several years. Elec¬ 
tions to it are by a ballot of all mem¬ 
bers. Its views are closer to those of foe 
me m bers and much less extreme than 
those of foe council. Perhaps the same 
is true of foe Conservatives. 

The greatest problem is to persuade 
sufficient members to vote, so as to 
prevent foe organisation being domj- 
nated by an unrepresentative minori¬ 
ty with extreme views. 

Yours sincerely, 

P. H. BORCHERDS. 

71 Swarfomore Road. 

Birmingham B29 4NH. 

December 22. 


Maxwell connection 

From Mr George Depot ex 

Sir, As another of foe many hired and 
final by Robert Maxwell (letters, 
December 10 and 18) t know that it 
would have been impossible for any¬ 
one to have worked for him in a res¬ 
ponsible position without knowing 
that he indulged in sharp practice. 
Newcomers to Pergamon were warn¬ 
ed to count their fingers should 
Maxwell shake them by the hand. 

When the truth was finally known 
an ex-colleague summed it up by 
saying that while we all knew he was 
a rogue, no one knew how crooked he 
really was. 

Yours faithfully, 

GEORGE DEPOTEX 
(Pergamon Press. 1968-74), 

40 Camden Hurst, Hess Road, 
MitfortLon-Sea 5041 OWL 
December 19. 


From Lord Hylton 

Sir. The House of Lords debated and 
gave a second reading on December 
16 to foe Government's Crime and 
Disorder Bill fiercer. December 16). 
This measure reforms youth justice 
and is intended to help prevent anti¬ 
social behariour and actual crime 
among youth and adults. 

There are two points in the life of a 
child or young person which should 
give warning signals :o all concerned 
and thus make the Bill more effective. 
The first occurs when a pupil is sus¬ 
pended. and perhaps later expelled 
from school, because he or she has be¬ 
come so unruly and disruptive as to 
hamper the education of others. It is 
then essentia) that alternative educa¬ 
tion or training is provided so that 
there is no gap inviting foe expellee 
towards a lifetime of crime. 

The second is foe point at which a 
child is taken into foe care of the local 
authority. We know that in 1996 there 
were over 51.00C such children in 
England. Some of them offend while 
in care and others drift into crime 
when they 1 emerge from care and en¬ 
ter a harsh aduii world. It is no secret 
that foere have been scandals and 
lapses affecting children in statutory 
children’s homes. Foster placements 
and adoption can be successful, but do 
nor always work well. 

The inability of foe school or foe 
natural family to cope should call for 
co-operative action by relatives, neigh¬ 
bours. voluntary organisations and 
foe appropriate agencies of local and 
central government. Early-warning 


From the Director of CharterSS 

Sir. Terry Waite is right that press 
freedom is to be defended (report. 
December 15; see also report, Decem¬ 
ber 17) — and foe Government's Hu¬ 
man Rights Bill contains a clause that 
will do just foai. The Bill brings into 
British law foe European Convention 
on Human Rights, already accessible 
to British citizens through foe courts 
in Strasbourg. 

Article 10 states that we have “foe 
right to hold opinions and to receive 
and impart information and ideas". 
This has been used by foe press to 
protect its righr to publish stories that 
foe Government and others have tried 
to suppress, from the revelations 
about thalidomide in foe 1970s to the 
Spvcatcher memoirs of 1987. 

Terry Waite knows more than most 
of us how powerful a root foe media 
can be as a force for good. By pub¬ 
lishing information about Waite, and 
about other hostages, foe press helped 
to keep their case in foe public eye. 

Bui surely when they returned 
home, our need to know about their 


Soldiers and HIV 

From the Chairwoman of the 
Josephine Butler Society 

Sir. How is it that after all foe recent 
education, men still hold women with 
whom they con son responsible for the 
transmission of sexual disease (re- 
pons, December 16, 17, I9J? Do men 
really refuse to take responsibility for 
their actions, even today? 

When Josephine Butler cam¬ 
paigned against foe Contagious Dis¬ 
eases Act in the ISOOs, women were 
held as being the half of a couple 
which needed state regulation to 
ensure their cleanliness for men. 
Heaven help us all if commanding 
officers still think this way. 

Perhaps foe CO at Catterick who is 
so concerned about his soldiery 
should provide condoms and teach 
their usage pdq. 

Yours faithfully, 

VALERIE GORE. Chairwoman. 

The Josephine Butler Society. 

Neals Place Farm, 

Canterbury. Kent CT2 8HX. 
December 20. 


Dutch Army proposals 

From Mr Hans van den Heuvel 

Sir. Proposals for recruiting 16-year- 
olds into foe Dutch Army, referred to 
in your report of December 5. do not 
emanate from The Netherlands Min¬ 
istry of Defence, and were dearly re¬ 
futed by the minister in Parliament on 
December 11. The Government has 
also rejected the suggestion that quali¬ 
fications for the fast-reaction force 
should be lowered. 

I also wish to refute your reporter's 
statement that the Dutch Armed 
Forces suffer from a "shoddy image". 
The Netherlands has had ali-volun- 
teer. professional Armed Forces since 
September 1996; defence personnel 
are expected to exhibit a sense of res¬ 
ponsibility. discipline, tolerance, flexi¬ 
bility and respect: and a stringent 
policy with respect to misconduct and 
the use of drugs is enforced. Those 
who violate this polity are fired. 

The Netherlands Armed Forces are 
professional, highly motivated, and 
well-suited to their tasks, as illustrat¬ 
ed daily by the excellent co-operation 
between British and Dutch military 
personnel in Bosnia under Sfor. 

Sincerely. 

HANS van den HEUVEL 
iDirector of Public Information), 
Ministry of Defence of foe 
Kingdom of The Netherlands, 

POstbus 20701, 

2500 ES ’s-Gravenhage. 

The Netherlands. 

December 12. 


Every effort should be made to pre¬ 
vent young people becoming institu¬ 
tionalised and thus prepared for a life¬ 
time of unemployability, homeless¬ 
ness. hospital and prison. 

Will foe Government ask the new 
Social Exclusion Unit (report and 
leading article. December 9; letters, 
December 15) to examine urgently the 
breaking points mentioned above for 
both schools and families, because it 
seems that only a multidisciplinary 
approach will suffice? 

If foe agenda of the SEU is already 
overloaded, will foe Government 
commission an independent study of 
these areas of pressing need? 

’tours faithfully. 

HYLTON. 

House of Lords. 

December 22. 

From the Minister for Home Affairs 

Sir, The Crime and Disorder Bill will 
introduce the most far-reaching re¬ 
forms of the youth justice system since 
the war. The specific measures which 
Frances Cook’s letter highlights were 
foe subject of extensive consultation 
both in opposition and in government 
and will equip foe criminal justice sys¬ 
tem better to improve foe quality of 
life for people in this country. 

Yours sincerely. 

ALUN MICHAEL 
Home Office. 

Queen Anne’s Gate. SW1H 9AT. 
December 17. 


lives came to an end? We no longer 
needed to have reporters stationed on 
doorsteps, harassing their children, or 
using telephoto lenses to sneak a 
photo of a private momenL We needed 
to respect their privacy, and give them 
rime to adjust to normal life after their 
ordeal. 

The most powerful element of the 
Human Rights Bill is precisely this 
balance between the public’s right to 
know on foe one hand and the indi¬ 
vidual’s right to privacy on foe other. 
If foe rights of foe individual are to be 
protected against irresponsible journ¬ 
alism. newspapers cannot be exemp¬ 
ted from foe legislation. 

In any case foe Human Rights Bill, 
together with foe Government’s pro¬ 
posed freedom of information legisla¬ 
tion, will do more to protect press 
freedom than constrain iL 

Yours faithfully. 

ANDREW PUDDEPHATT, 

Director, Charter®?. 

Exmouth House. 

3-11 Pine Street. ECIRQJH. 

December 17. 


Doorstep ban 

From Mr Lestocp Bowerman 

Sir. Before foe minister bans foe door¬ 
step (letters, December 12) he should 
pay a visit to 2 Willow Road in Hamp¬ 
stead. foe house built by foe architect 
Emo Gold finger in 1938-39 for his 
own use and now open to the public. 

It appears to be more or less 
untouched since the family lived 
there, except that foe floor covering on 
the ground floor has been renewed. 

The house has a level entrance and 
no step. When I visited it recently it 
had a line of sandbags along foe front 
to keep out foe rainwater. 

Yours faithfully. 

L C. BOWERMAN, 

27 Thetford Road. 

New Malden. Surrey KT3 5DP. 
December 20. 


Rembrandt diagnosis 

From Mr A. M. Phillips 

Sir. Carlos Espinel, “a professor of 
cardiology and an amateur art his¬ 
torian". sees in Rembrandt's self- 
portrait of 1659 a collection of 
symptoms of disease and degenera¬ 
tion that leads your headline writer to 
call i t" Portrait of foe artist as sick and 
sorry old man" (report, December 19). 

In the season that is upon us it is not 
untimely to reflect that the spiritual 
whole is a blazing triumph over the 
sum of its physical parts. 

Yours faithfully. 

A. M. PHILLIPS. 

Lyridas. Doggetts Wood Close, 
Chalfont St Giles HPS 4TL. 

December 19. 


Good Evans 

From the General Secretary of the 
South American Mission Society 

Sir. 1 note with interest in today's 
Church News foe appointment of the 
Right David Evans as honorary' 
Assistant Bishop of Birmingham. 

1 am grateful the right David Evans 
got the job rather than foe wrong 
David Evans or even the left David 
Evans. 

Yours, as the Right Reverend. 
DAVID EVANSi 
General Secretary. 

South American Mission Society, 
Allen Gardiner House, 

12 Fox Hill. Birmingham B29 4AG. 
December 22. 


Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0171-782^046. 
e-mafl to: letters@the-times.co.uk 


Privacy defended within a free press 


Faith that crosses 
religious divides 

From the Reverend Johanna Boeke 

Sir. As a Unitarian minister, I recently 
performed a marriage ceremony for a 
Dutchman (I am Dutch by birth) and 
an Israeli woman, and anended the 
reception in Tel Aviv. I was delighted 
to see foe warmth and acceptance the 
bride's parents showed towards their 
daughter’s husband. 

At the reception most of the people I 
met were Jewish. But the Jewish iden¬ 
tity' of some of them is in question as 
the result of a struggle between Ortho¬ 
dox rabbis and Reform and Conserva¬ 
tive rabbis. 

It saddened me, during my brief 
visit, to encounter yet another reli¬ 
gious chasm. It saddens me even 
more the Archbishop of Canterbury 
insisting that Prince Charles, when 
crowned King, will have to promise to 
be “Defender of foe Faith", rather 
than "Defender of Faith" (report. Nov¬ 
ember 29). Dr Carey's argument is 
that the UK is a Christian nation, not 
a multifaifo nation. As such, "the 
Faith" presumably means Church of 
England. 

Last year I attended a lecture given 
by the Archbishop at Lambeth Palace 
to the World Congress of Faiths. In it 
lie asked: "How can we travel together 
in interfaifo dialogue?" His answer 
was that “We can journey together as 
friends, but our stories are not the 
same." 1 agree. 

But now 7 1 am disappointed. It may 
be true thar only 10 per cent of the Bri t- 
ish people are of other faiths, but 
shouldn't their right to those faiths be 
defended? Shouldn't a king defend die 
diverse faiths of foe Commonwealth 
nations? 

Many couples come to be married 
in a Unitarian Church who. when 
asked “What is your religion?” an¬ 
swer. “Oh. I suppose. Church of Eng¬ 
land." But when I ask “Do you artend 
a church?" they say, "Not really, we 
are not really practising.” 

Are these the people whose faith 
Prince Charles is to defend? Yes. they 
seek some sense of the sacred. They 
seek to share foe bonds of faithfulness, 
bur in a universal way. The Prince 
would prefer to be “Defender of 
Faith”. Perhaps that is not enough. 
Perhaps foe new title should be, "De¬ 
fender of foe Practice of Faithfulness”. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHANNA BOEKE. 

Forest House. 

Winterpir Lane, Mannings Heath, 
Horsham, Sussex RHI3 6LZ. 
r.bockc@virgin.net 
December 22. 


Museum charges 

From Sir Hugh Leggatt 

Sir, Would it not be a noble gesture if 
all our public museums and galleries 
allowed free admittance during foe 
Christmas and new year holidays for 
children and adults alike? 

Yours faithfully. 

HUGH LEGGATT. 

Flat 1,10 Burv Street. 

St James's, SWIY 6AA. 

December IS. 


Stocking fillers 

From Mrs Sue Catt 

Sir. Mr Alasdair Maclean (letter, 
December 20) asks why foe mouse in 
the Christmas stocking? — perhaps 
the answer lies in 
7was the night before Christmas, when 
all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring, not even 
a mouse: 

As tite mouse was made of hard 
sugar and took longer to consume, it 
was just buying a few' more minutes 
of precious peace in the morning. 

Yours faithftiliv. 

SUE CATT. 

St Nicholas Lodge, Back Lane. 
Blakeney. Norfolk NR25 7NP. 
December 20. 

From Mrs Ann Hughes 

Sir, I suggest that, in foe days when 
there were holes in foe wainscot, the 
original mouse put himself in foe 
Christmas stocking, attracted by foe 
nuts, fruit, food and chocolate (much 
better than cheese for baiting a 
mousetrap). 

Yours faithfully. 

ANN HUGHES. 

Twin Oaks. Oak Farm Lane. 

Fairseat, Sevenoalcs. Kent TN15 7JU. 
johnth ughes@compuserve. com 
December 33. 

From Dr Tom Tate 

Sir. The presence of mire is inevitable. 
Last year, they polished off Santa's 
mince pie and carrot, had a go at his 
whisky, and I have no doubt, investi¬ 
gated the stockings. Not a creature 
was stirring — excepting the mire. 

Yours faithfully, 

TOM TATE. 

Snowfieid Cottage. 

Bearsted Green. Kent MEM 4DL 

uarePic.ac.uk 

December 20. 

From Mr Richard Cariyon 

Sir, The presence of the mouse is eas¬ 
ily explained: it is to assist in foe 
production of personalised, word-pro- 
cessed. thank-you letters. 

Yours faithfully, 

R_ J. CARLYON, 

Hogarth Conage, 

North StreeL 

Somerton. Somerset TA117NY. 
December 22. 
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„COURT 
CIRCULAR 

SANDRINGHAM 

NORFOLK 

December 23: Mrs Robert de 
P^ss has succeeded the Lady 
Elton as Lady in Waiting to 
The Queen. 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
December 23: The Lady Ange¬ 
la Oswald has succeeded 
Dame Frances CampbeU- 
Preston as Lady in Waiting to 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother. 


Princess Alice Duchess of 
Gloucester celebrates her 96th 
birthday chi Christmas Day. 
Rinoess Alexandra celebrates 
her 61st birthday on Christ¬ 
mas Day. 


Birthdays 

Christmas Eve 
Mr JJC Ashcroft former 
chairman. Coloroll Group. 49; 
Mr A.T. Baillie. diplomat. 65; 
Mrs Mair Barnes, former 
managing director. Wool- 
worths. 53; Professor Anthony 
Clare, psychiatrist 55; Lord 
Cowdrey of Tbnbridge, 65; Sir 
Gerald Elliot, former chair¬ 
man, Christian Salvesen, 74; 
Sir James Hodge, diplomat 
54. 

Dame Joan Kelleher, for¬ 
mer director. WRAC. 82; Sir 
Ivan Lawrence. QC and for¬ 
mer MP, 61: Miss Suzy 
Menkes, fashion journalist, 
54; Miss Thea Porter, fashion 
designer, 70; Mr John Taylor, 
MP, 60; Miss Carol Voider- 
man, broadcaster, 37; Mr 
Philip Ziegler, author. 
68 . 

Christmas Day 
Lord Annan, 81; Mr Jim 
Bolger, racehorse trainer, 56; 
Miss SJ. Browne, former 
Principal. Newnham College. 
Cambridge. 73; Sir Kenneth 
Caiman, Chief Medical Of¬ 
ficer, HM Government 56; 
Mr F.N. David, former com¬ 
mandant Fire Service Coll¬ 
ege, Moreton-in-Marsh, 54; 
Professor Christopher Fray- 
ling, Rector, Royal College of 
Art, 51. 

Lord Grade. 91: the Right 
Rev NoS Jones, Bishop of 
Sodor and Man, 65; Sir Nick 
Larmour, former diplomat 8f; 
Miss Annie Lennox, singer. 
43; Professor Philip Love, Vice- 
ChanoeUor. Liverpool Univer¬ 
sity. 58; Sir Peter Matthews, 
former Chief Constable. 
Surrey, SO; Mr Ismail Mer¬ 
chant film producer. 61: Pro¬ 
fessor Phyllida Parsloe, 
former Warden. Wills Halt 
Bristol. 67; Lord Sheppard of 
Didgemere. 65: Mr Nigd 
Starmer-Smith. spots com- 
mentalor, 53; Sir Nod 
Stockdale, life president Asda 
Group. 77; the Right Rev 
B.N.Y. Vaughan, former Bish¬ 
op of Swansea and Brecon. 80; 
Sir Christopher Wates, chief 
executive, Wates Building 
Group, 58. 


Dinner 

The Maccabaeans 
Rabbi Julia Neuberger was 
the guest speaker at the annu¬ 
al Chanukah dinner of the 
Maccabaeans, held last night 
at the Basil Street Hotel. 

Sir John Balaam be. Presi¬ 
dent was in die chair and Mr 
Justice Godfrey and Judge 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

MrS-G- Carr 
ud Mias VJ. Hancock 
The engagement is announced 
between Stephen, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Dwgias Carr, of 
Bishops Cleeve; Cheltenham, and 
Victoria, youngest daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Grenville Hancock, of 
Great Hyde HaD, Sawbridgeworth. 
Mr J-S- Fcnton-Vincc 
and Miss S. Neef 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan Stephen, 
younger son of Mr and Mrs 
Edmund Vince, of Easons Green. 
Sussex, and SifayDft only daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Wfcfrkd Neef. of 
Reichenbach. Germany. 

Mr JJ. Good 
and Mias R.K. Green 
The e n g ag e me nt is announced 
between James, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs R. Sindair-Tayfor, of 
FeasUke. Surrey, and Rachel 
youngest daughter of Mrs R. 
Green, of WOstone. Hert f ordshire 
and the late Mr John Green. 

Mr T. Harruon-BanGeid 
and Mis GL. Young 
The engagement is announced 
between Toby, elder son of Bunny 
and Fanny Hamson-Banfidd. of 
Abingdon. Oxon. and Caireen. 
daughter of Graham and Vicki 
Young, of little Aston. Stafford¬ 
shire. 

Mr M J. MulhoDand 
and Miss E.K, Richards 
The engagement is announced 
between Michael, son of Mr and 
Mrs Patrick MttihaHand. of Avon 
Castle, Ringwood. Ha mps hire, 
and Emma, d a n g ht e r of Mr and 
Mrs Peter Rkhards. of Wdler-La- 
Tour, Luxembourg. 

Mr S.R. N’orthridge 
and Miss L.D. Hurd 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, only son of Mr 
and Mrs J.F. Northndge, of Hurst 
Green. Sussex, and Linda, 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs 
JCF. Hurrdl of New Mfltoo, 
Hampshire 

Marriage 

Mr CJ. Mathew 
and Miss E. Van Der Lkf-Awick 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, December 20. 1997, at St 
Mary's Church, Bosworth Hall 
Husbands Bosworth. Leicester¬ 
shire, of Mr Charles Janies Mathew, 
of Stratford House. Marston 
ThisseU, Market Harbonwgh. son 
of the late Hands Mathew and of 
Mrs Mathew, to Miss Eleanor Van 
Der liet-Awick. only daughter of 
Mr and Mrs John Van Der liet- 
Awick. of die Old House. link 
Bowden. Market Harboraugh. 
The bride who was given in 
marriage fay her father, was at¬ 
tended by Miss Rufay and Miss 
ChristabeU Reed, Miss Clementine 
Van Hasselt and Miss Tatiana 
WflHams- Mr Robert Mathew was 
best man. 

Dam Philip Jebb the Prior of 
Downside, officiated. The Rev 
Roland Creighton Jobe was robed 
and in the Sanctuary. 

The honeymoon is bring spent 
abroad. 


Latest wills 

Douglas Victor Maurice Massey, 
of Gurney Slade. Bath, left estate 
valued at E2.03U84 net 
He left £5,000 to Winstar House 
Hospice; £1.000 to the Holy Trinity 
Church at Blnegar, Somerset 


Donald Botham Moss, retired 
company director, of Burley Town. 
Prestbuiy. Macclesfield, left estate 
valued at £1^42^45 net. 






Ivan Weston, of London NW7, left 
estate valued at £427.162 net 
Anna Patricia Liningtoo. of 
Southsea, Hampshire left estate 
valued at £578,617 net 
She left shares to the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth, the 
Little sisters of The Poor. St Joseph's 
Hospice and Overseas Service 
Pensioners Benevolent Society. 

Kathleen Mary Brandon Glad¬ 
stone, of Cheltenham. Gloucester¬ 
shire left estate valued at £687,910 
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Services for Christmas Day 


JAN van Eyck’s The Annunciation will he 
seeiLfor foe first time in Britain when it goes on 
show in the exhibition Recognising Van Eyck 
at the National Gallery from January 14 to 
March 15, 1998. The painting, which has 
recently been cleaned, is considered to be one 
of the most outstanding religious works by the 
15th-century Flemish artist It will be on show 
outside America for foe first time since the 
1920s when it was sold by foe Hermitage in St 
Petersburg to the National Gallery of Art, 
Washington. The exhibition wfli include the 


National Gallery's own collection of Van 
Eyck’s works, among than Man in a Red 
Turban and The Amo^ini Portrait, as wefl as 
two versions of St Francis Receiving the 
Stigmata on loan from Philadelphia and 
Turin. Although both have long been attribut¬ 
ed to Van Eyck, these virtually identical 
paintings have recently been subject to 
investigation over questions of authorship. 
The London exhibition offers the chance to 
view them alongside other signed works by the 
painter. 
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ELY CATHEDRAL: 8 HG 1030 S 
Euch. Mozart In B flat 3.45 E with 
Carols, Murrlii to E. Fantasia on 
Christmas Carols (Vaughan WU- 
llams).(2« 7A0MAU 8HG3.45 EP. 
EXKIER CATHEDRAL: 7.8 HG 9A5 
S Each. Coronation Mass (Mozart): 

11.15 M. Vaughan WtlUams In G; 4 
E. wood In EHatT 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL: 10.15 S 
M: 1045 Each, the Bishop of 
Tewkesbury. (24) 3 Carols for AIL- 
GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL: 8 HG 
9.45 S Euch. Jdlssa Brevis to C 
(Mozarik' 1130 M, Britten In E, a 
maiden most gentle (Cartel); 4 
Festival of Nine Lessons & Caroh. 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL: 8 HG 10 
Euch, St Nicolas Mass (Haydn), 
There Is no rose (Hodson): 1130 M. 
Sanders in B flat the Bishop of 
Hereford: 330 E, Noble in B minor. 
(2i) 930 M * L; 10 HC 430E. 
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL: 8 HG 
1030 Cb M. Ding Dong merrily 
(Wood), Britten In C, a: On this day 
earth shall ring Stewart}; 12~HC 4 - 
EP. f26) 7.40 MP; 8 HG 4 EJ> 
UCHFtELD CAIHQMmit-S HC'- 
1030 S Euch. Mssa Saneti Nfooial - 
(Haydn). Hodle' Chrfmnrtafterest" 
(SweeUnck). totbe-bl eak: midwinter 
^ari^S30 EP. (24) 930 HG 330 

LINCOLN CATHEDRAL: ILHG930S 
Euch. Mozart in D, the Bishop or 
Lincoln; 11.15 M. Ding Done, 
merrily on high (Wood), Stanford to 


C. in the bleak midwinter (Darix); 
1230 HG 3-49 E,. Responses: 
Radcilfle, stanfoniinG Cools with 
us: a Christmas Prochunanon 
. mwemeri. SYmphanyno 1 (VtaneJ.. 
(24) 8 HG 9 M ft 1:4 EP: 

LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL: 7 Euch: 
730 M; 8. 9 Euch; 1045 S Eudu 
Stanford In C. The Lord Bishop: 
12.15 Euch; 1230 E. (24) E40 M: 9,. 
10 Each; 6 E. 

MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL: 8.45 

(2C)94S M,- JO. ] .10 

CATHEDRAL: 8 HG 9 

____„ dong merrily on tugh 

(wood), a babe is bora (Mathias). 
BtshOp KGDL 

NEWPORT CATHEDRAL: J03DS 
Euch, St WookH Service (Shephard). 
NORWICH. CATHEDRAL: 1030 
t"* “i™ In T) (Mozarrt, 

my dancing day 
en most grade 
330 Festal E. StaxiforalnA. 

: virgin fTavener). . 

_OROUGH CATHEDRAL- 

730; 8.15 HG lOBiKh. Harwood In 
Aflat; 1130 M, Stanford to c, Hodfe 
Christos natus est (SweeUncfc): 330 B 

-- r '— .loocester Service 

bleak midwinter 


_CATHEDRAL 8 HG 

930C with Caxols; 11.15 S Euch with 
Carols, coronation Mass (Mozaift;4 
EP. _ 

RZFON CATHEDRAL 8 Euch; 930 
Ch Euch: 1130 M: 1230Euch; 530 E 
whh carols, fzfi) 930 Euch; 1030 
Pilgrimage to Fountains Abbey led 
by fhe Bishop of Rlpon. 

ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 H 
1030 S Euch. Mass of t he , cn» 

-mi ml, In the bleak midwinter 

ke)i530 E. ( 26 ) 9.10 M;930 HG 

30 E. _ 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL: 8 HG 10 
s Euch: l 1 j 45 Family Service; 3 Co E. - 
SHEFF IELD CATHEDRAL 8 H 
1030 s Each, the Blsbo 
‘ Don caul en 12 BP. (24) 10 MP; 
Eudus EP. 

SOUTHWA1____ 

11 Ch tuch, 5 Part Mass (Byrd); 

E. Stanford to C. Thy wont 
lantern (Purcell), Canon Pastor. 
SOUTHWELL MINSTER 8,930 HG 
11 M. Britten In G A: Hodle Chrisms 
nanttestCSweelincId: 12.15HG J.lS 
E. (26) 730 HG 8 MP;9/45 HC SAS 

TRURD CATHEDRAL 8 HG9.M; 10 
Sol Euch. Schubert to C, A: I'JW 
-three ships (Marshall), Away In a 
manger (willcocks); 5 EP. (26) 1030 
KUirUG 530 EP. 

WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL S HG 
9.15 G Canon R Capper: ll Sol 
Euch. Coronation Mass (Mozart). 
WELLS CATHEDRAL B HC 9.45 S 
Euch. Coronation Mass (Mozart). 
Rev J L Thompson; 1130 M. 
Stanford In BflacaE. 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HG 10 
Each. Stanford In B flat, Glory to God 
(Handeth3E.MurriUInB. Fantasia 
on Ctotitmas. Carols (Vaughan' 
Williams). (26) 8 HG 930 M: 1230 
HG 4 e, sumnon to G, ceremony of 
-carols. (Britten). 

WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7,J. 
9 Mass; 1030 Sol Mass. Mlssa Brevis 
in C (MozartL O magnum 
tnysterium (VIcrariak 330 SOI - 
Second v ft B. O little town of 
Bethlehem (Waifotd Davies). A 
maiden most gentle (Cartel]. 
WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 7. 8. 
HC 1OU. Stanford to B flat 11.15 S 
Euch. Coronation Mass (Mozart); 
330 E. Howells in G, Fantasia on 
Christmas Carols (Vaughan 
Williams)- (26) 12HG530E. 

YORK MINSTER: 8. 8AS HC 10 S 
Euch. Sparzeumesse (Mazarth 1130 
M, Britten to G4 E. Wood In F, Hodle 
Christos natus est (Poulenc). (26) 
730 M; 7 30,1230 HC 5 B. Holman 
to Pmlnor.Glve us the wings of faith 
(Bullock). 

ST- ALBAN'S CATHEDRAL. 
Hertfordshire: 8 HQ 930 Euch, On 
this dw (Siewari); 11.15 M, Stanford 
in Gtfie Bishop Of St Albans; 1230 
HG (2*) 830 ■ MP: 9 HG 4 
Congregational Carols. 

ET ASAPH CATHEDRAL Denbigh¬ 
shire: 8 BC 11 Ch Euch. in natal 
Domine (Praesorius), Rev A Rice 
Jones. . 

ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL Pembs: 8 
HG 930 Cymun Bendlgaid; -11.15 
’ Ch M. -Stanford In C, On this day 
(Stewart). p6) 730 MP: 8 HG 4.15 




Tim i» 1 r c T Hcmorosnirr a Hq 

X this dire (Stewart); 11.15 


MYim uuuumu, rein us; a 
930 Qmun Bend lraldr -11.15 
4. --Stanford Ln C On this day 
rart). Q6) 730 MR 8 HG 4.15 


JT EDMCNDSBUKY .CATHEDRAL. 
« HG 10 .S-Eucb, Rev R . Lewlt 
sehuberf tn^B Rah* Glory to Goa 
(Handed;5CUE- , 

ST • GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL. 
Sotfthwaifc 8 Mass with Carols; 10 
Family Mass.-Archbishop M Bowen: 
1130 Ch Mass. (20 10 Mass. 

ST MACHARS CATHEDRAL Old 
Aberdeen: 11 Family Service A HCA" 


ThlS day Christ wMbornlBvni)- l 
saw three ships (Preston). K 

Smarts cathedral Edln- 

' burgh: J£L30 FeSOi Each. Mlssa 
BrerisInC(Mo gHl. 

rt MARYS CATHEDRAL Glasgow; 

10 ChrisdnKle Eucto Ecce novum 
gandlotn (Eutot); 12 HC. 

'ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL 
Dublin: 73ft *-30 ^UChjlMS S 
Euch, Mass In G (SchuhenV. Rev uv 

SSissNgs^ 

gA tfCVg tfjdS 

p6)°9 HC ^930Mft’LsW^HtS^ 

Carols ai the Crib. 

ALL SAINTS. WT: SltfJ&jgjPSLll 

HM. Mlssa Breris to D (Mozart), nev I 

ui SimAwi^ HG 1030 Family 
Sendee. John cook- 
CROWN COURT CHUROI OF 
SCOTLAND. WC2: 11.15 MS. Rev S 
Hood; 630 EP. 

EARM STREET. Wl: 8. 930 LM. 11 
Sol Mass; 1230 LM: 6 Mass. 

HOLY TRINITY BRAMPTON. SW7. 

11 Family Service; 1230 HC. 

HOLY TRINWY CHURCH. W USAS 
Euch: 11 S Euch with Carols. Daixe 
[n F. Rev M Marshall 

THE ORATORY. SW7: 7. 8. ft 1ft 11 
sol Mnss.Missa Angtdus adpMBans 
(Praetorius): 1^30 Mass. 4 

• Benediction:430 Mas s. 

ARMENIAN AFOSTOUC OHtUMH 
wsr-ii Holy Mass. Archbishop Y 
Glzlrian. 

WESLEYS CHAPEL EC2: 1030 MS. 
Rev Dr L Griffiths. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
(Methodist): 10.30 Chrl8«n as 
fcdebSttlon. Rev E Fletcher. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES 
(Lutheran), Gresham St, EC2: 1 a cn 
Euch. Rev Dr J Schnei der. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE CREAT. 

• ECU 9 HG 11 Family Euch. Mlssa 
' Brevis in D (Mozart). The Recrot 

' ST BKIDPS. EC4: It Family Bucfa. 
ST CLEMENT DANES. WC2: 11 Ch 
Euch. coronation Mass (Mozart), 
Gloria (Weelkcs). Rev D Mackenzie. 
ST COLUMBAS CHURCH OF 
Scotland, swi: to HG 1 1 Family 
Service. 

ST ETHELDREDA'S. ECU (0 Mass; 
11 Mass with Carols. 

ST GEORGE 1 ?, Wl: 830 HG 11 S 
Euch, Mlssa Brevis in F (Haydn). 

ST JAMES’S, Garilckhythe, EC4: 
]030 SM. John Paul. 

ST JAMES®. WUB30 HG 11 S Euch. 
Rev D Reeves. 

ST JAMES^. W2: 1030 S Ench. 

Schubert to G. 

ST JOHN'S. El 5: 11 HC. to M 

OKelJ o. 

ST UJKEdC. SW3:8 HG 1030 Family 
Euch. Rev C KevOI-DavJes. 

ST MARKS. NW1; 8 HG 1030 Euch. 
.Mlssa Saneti Nicolai (H^tln). Rev T 
Devonshire Jones. 

ST MARGARETS. SWI: 11 M, 
Stanford In B flat. For unto us a child 
Is bom (Handel). Rev Dr P Bradshaw; 
12.15 HC 

ST MARTTN-IN-THE-FIELDS. WC2: 
1030 Euch; 5 EP, Rev D Montelth. 
ST MART ABBOTT CHURCH, W8: 8 
HG 930 Euch: 11.15 Cb M: 1230 
HG4 E. (26) 1130 Euch. 

ST MAKYTHE- VIRGIN, NW3: 8 
Euch; 1030 Ch Eudu 4 E. 

• ST MARYLEBONE. NWI: 8 HC; 10 
Ch Euch. Mass ln C (Schubert). Hie 

• Rector. 

ST PAUL'S. SWI: 9 HG 11 Ch Euch, 
Mlssa Jugundmesse (Haydn). Hodle 
Christos nazes est (Poulenc). 

ST PETEITS. SWI: a. 15 HC 10 Euch; 
IIS Euch. FT D BTlUyer. * 

CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD 
VINCULA, HM tower of London: 
1130 Midnight HG Rev P R C 
Abram. 

CHAPEL ROYAL St JlltteO Palace: 
830 HG 11-15 S Euch. Hodle 
Christos natus est (Sweellnck), Rev W 
J Booth. 

GRO 8 VENOR CHAPEL South 
Audlqr St. wi: 1 1 MS. Getobes selst 
du. jSus Christ (Bach). Daite In P. 
QUEEN’S CHAPEL OF THE SAVOY. 
WC2: lis Such. Darice in F. 

GRAYV INN CHAPEL WC1:830am 
HG 

THE TEMPLE CHURCH. EC4: 830 
HG I I.15MP* HC Stanford in C. 
‘Away In a manger (WUlcocks). The 
Master. , LV -^. • 

GUARDS CHAPEL; Wellington 
Barracks. SWtrtWfcThesheptierti’s 
Carol (BlUIffiskA For unto usa chfliT 
Is 'born (HandeO, Band of tile 
Coldstream Guan&rU HG 
ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL 
SE10:11 S Euch. D®riae in F. In the 
Weak midwinter (Dari*), Rev R 
Norton. 


C hrist mas Eve 

BIRTHS: King John, reigned H99- 
1216, Oxford. H67; St Igoatios aL 
Loyola, founder of the Society of 
tons. Loyola, province of Guiptii- 
00 a, 1491; George Crabbe, poet 
Akieburgh, Suffolk. 1754; Ames 
Joule, physicist. Salford, Lan¬ 
cashire, 1818; Matthew Arnold, 
poet and cntic. Lakham. Middle¬ 
sex. 1822: George l King of Greece 
1863-1913. Copenhagen. 1845; 
Howard Hughes, manufacturer, 
aviator and Qm producer, Hons- • 

ion. was 

DEATHS: Vasco da Gama, navi- . 
gator. Cochin. India. 1524; W3- 
liaro Makepeace Thackeray, 
novelise, London. 1863; Lfion Bakst, 
stage designer. Paris. W24; Alban 
Berg, c omp oser . Vienna. W35. 
Verdi'S opera Aida was performed 


Anniversaries 

for. the first time in Cairo. 1871. 

; The London Coliseum opened. . 

F 190 i., 

Libya became independent and ! 
King Idris I amederi to the throne. 
1951. - 

.Soviet troops invaded Afghanistan j 
as the Kabul Government fell, 1979. | 

Christmas Dxy 1 

BIRTHS; Oriando Gibbons, mu- - * 

skaan. Cambridge. 1583; Sir Isaac ‘ 

. Newton, physknst, Wooisthorpe. ' 

Lincolnshire, 1642; Dorothy 1 

Wordsworth, writer. Cocker- v 

mouth. Cumberland, 1771; AJexan- T 

- der Seriatim, composer, Moscow. ( 

1872; Mohammed Ali Jinnah. 1st . < 

Governor-General of Pakistan 1 

1947-48. Karadii. 1876; Maurice < 

UtriDo. painter, Paris. 1883; Con- J 

rad Hitt on, hotel magnate. San c 


Antonio, New Mexico. 1887: Hum¬ 
phrey Bogart, actor. New York 
City, 1899; Mohamed Anwar Sa¬ 
dat. President of Egypt: 197081, 
Tala, 1918. 

DEATHS: W.C Fields, actor, 
Pasadena. 1946; Charles Paih6. 
film producer, 1957: Sir Charles 
(Charfife) Chaplin, silent film star, 
Switzerland. 1977; Joan Mini, ab¬ 
stract painter. Majorca, 1983. 

The first eisteddfod took place, 
Cardigan Castle. 1176. 

The first Christmas tree in Britton 
was erected at Queen’s Lodge. 
Windsor, by the German-born 
Queen Charlotte, wife of King 
George JJI. 1800.- 


Christmasbroadcast. 1932. 
Nicolae Ceausescu. Romanian dic¬ 
tator, was executed. 1989. . 
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^Obituaries 


WITOLD RODZINSKI 


Witold Rodzinski. 
historian and diplomat 
died in Warsaw on 
December 19 aged 79. He 

was bora in Poland on 

Octobers, im 
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' n I960, when Dr Witold 
Rodzinski presented his 
credentials as the new , 
Polish Ambassador in 
London. British officials were 
^surprised to . find that he and 
his wife Jenny both spoke 
perfect English of the Amer¬ 
ican variety, in fact, be was the 
sot of a distinguished must- 
dan. Artur RodanskL and had 
been educated internationally: 
childhood schooling in Ameri¬ 
ca, high school in Poland, and 
then at Columbia University, 
where he took a history de- - 
gree. As for Jenny, whom he 
had married in 1941, she had 
grown up in the Ukrainian 
community of a Pennsylvania 
steel town.'" 

When the Japanese bombed 
Pearl Harbor an December 7, 
1941. Artur Rodzinski was con¬ 
ducting the New Yoric Philhar¬ 
monic Orchestra at the Car¬ 
negie HalUHe announced the 
news and signalled to the 
orchestra to strike up The Star 
Spangled Banner. It is said 
4 * that every young man in the 
? hall enlisted tire next day. One 
who certainly did so was the 
newty-married and newly- 
graduated Witold. 

He became a bomber pitot 
and was posted to the base in 
Corsica immortalised in Jo¬ 
seph HeQert novel Catch-22. 
Later, Rodzinski always insist¬ 
ed that the book was a faithful 
documentary, devoid of fan- 
tasy or exaggeration- 
in his youth, and much to 
his fathers displeasure, he 
had became a dedicated Com¬ 
munist. At high school in the 
1930s in Zakopane (southern 
Paland) he had taken serious 
rides by smuggling illegal 


pamphlets across the moun¬ 
tains froan Slovakia- In later 
life, when he acquired a re¬ 
mote cottage in these moun¬ 
tains. he still knew all the 
footpaths. 

His special interest was 
Chinese history, and Jus only- 
political heresy was a belief 
that Mao Zedong, and not 
Stalin, had been strategically 
right in 1927. In 1947 he 
returned to a devastated Po¬ 
land, along with Jenny who 
had never been there. He took 
up a lectureship at Warsaw 
University, but the Commu¬ 
nist Party authorities decided 
th athe cou ld be most Useful in 
a different capacity, and.in the 
1950s be served as press and 
cultural attache in die Pblish 
Embassy in Begmg. There he 
learnt to speak good Manda¬ 
rin and laid the foundations of 
a fine collection of Chinese 
scroll paintings. 

After a period back in 
academic life. Rodzinski was 
dispa t ched to London, where 
he was Ambassador from i960 
to 1964. Although be carried 
out his duties scrupulously, he 
had become disillusioned with 
the intolerance and ffishohesty 
of the Communist system. 
Friendships made in Britain, 
notably with Denis Healey 
and Michael Fbot, drew him to 
an appreciation erf democratic 
socialism. 

Since his wife and two 
daughters were with him. he 
considered staying in this 
countiy at the end of his tour 
of duty. However, he could not. 
reconcile himself to the role of 
defector and the plaudits of the 
capitalist press. 

Plucked yet again from uni¬ 
versity teaching, he was beck 
in Beijing, this time as Ambas¬ 
sador. While be was there, the 
Cultural Revolution broke out 
Rodzinksi was able to perceive 
the distress it caused lb the 
Foreign Minister, Zhou En- 


.. if -;-’■■■ : 



laL A main target of the Red 
Guards was the “revisionism" 
of die Soviet Union, and the 
Soviet Embassy was surroun¬ 
ded night and day by scream¬ 
ing mobs. The Russians de¬ 
cided to send their wives and 
children home, but it was far 
from certain that they could 
get safely to die airport, or 
mdeed from their buses to die 
plane. Rodzinski organised. 


and personally headed, a vol¬ 
unteer force drawn from the 
staff of various embassies. 

Rugby players from the 
British Embassy came for¬ 
ward with enthusiasm. But it 
was a day of real danger and. 
though the operation was suc¬ 
cessful, Rodzinski ended up 
with a broken arm. 

Eventually, the Soviet 
Union broke off relations with 


China, and Poland, of course, 
followed suit With great relief, 
Rodzinski returned to Warsaw 
University and to working on 
a massive, two-volume history 
of China, which he wrote in 
English. But he was now con¬ 
sidered politically unreliable, 
with suspicious links with the 
West He was never given a 
professorship and was gradu¬ 
ally nudged into early retire¬ 


ment. There were also delays 
in producing a Pblish version 
of the history. The two vol¬ 
umes, as written, appeared in 
London in 1979 and 1983. 
Unfortunately on the advice of 
Labour Part}- friends, the au¬ 
thor entrusted it to Pergamon 
Press, owned by Robert Max¬ 
well. and never got his full 
royalties. 

A revised version, condens¬ 
ing the two volumes into one, 
entitled The Walled Kingdom, 
was published by Collins in 
1964. It was recognised as a 
standard work and is used in 
university teaching in many 
countries. Rodzinski followed 
it in 1988 with The People's 
Republic of China, a toller 
account of the conflicts and 
upheavals since Mao took 
power in 1949. Written from 
carefol research and some 
inside experience, it had few 
rivals in its field. Respected in 
British scholarly circles, espe¬ 
cially in Cambridge. Rodzin¬ 
ski revisited this country 
several times and was Visiting 
Fellow ai Clare HalL 

In personal terms. Rodzin¬ 
ksi endured much unhappi¬ 
ness. His much-loved younger 
daughter, Irina, lost her life in 
a mountain accident in 1974. 
Witold and Jenny both suf¬ 
fered illness in later years. He 
had been attacked by tubercu¬ 
losis on his first day in China 
and. after various operations 
and treatments, was left with 
only one lung. His eyesight 
also deteriorated until he 
could scarcely read: he was 
sustained by his love of music 
and a great record collection. 
He had. to rare degree, the 
character of a scholar. It was 
history itself — the violent 
history of the 20th century — 
that imposed on him the 
burdens of a man of action. 

He is survived by his wife 
Jenny, and his daughter 
Alexandra. 
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Dawn Sled former 
studio chief and film 
producer, died of ameer 
on December 20 aged 
51. She was born on 
August 19,1946. 

DAWN STEEL. . dubbed 
“Steely Dawn", was the first 
woman to head a Hollywood 
stadia She never understood 
the words "no" or “it cant be 
done", and exhibited the quali¬ 
ties suggested by her last 
name, always considering 
toughness, resilience and a 
cold glint to be attributes in 
her business. They made her 
the most powerful woman, in 
Hollywood and she generous¬ 
ly helped other women to 
follow her. 

She oversaw the production 
of a string of nits before 
striking out on her own as an 
independent producer. Yet in 
her autobiography. They Can 
Kill You But They Can't Eat 
You: Lessons from the Front 
(1993), she admitted her brava¬ 
do was partly a mask for 
insecurity. 

Dawn Steel was bom Dawn 
Spielberg in the Bronx in 1946 
and grew up in Manhattan. 
Her mother Lillian was a 
businesswoman, her father 
Nat a tip-salesman and ama¬ 
teur weightlifter. who changed 
the famfly name to Steel to 
highlight his athletic prowess 
ana (as he saw it) to remove 
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any potentially damaging eth¬ 
nic taint .. 

Dawn Steel studied market¬ 
ing at New York University, 
and worked as a sportswriter 
and marketing assistant be¬ 
fore taking a job cm the 
magazine Penthouse as direc¬ 
tor of its X-rated mail-order 
business. It was there that she 
first displayed her talent for 
marketing, when she suggest¬ 
ed selling amaryllis plants 
through the mail highlighting 
their phallic appearance. The 
ploy was a gigantic hit, and 
Steel progressed through the 
company, working her way up 
to merchandising director be¬ 
fore going her own way as a 
businesswoman. 

In 1975, seeing how ob¬ 
sessed women had become 
with status. Steel began sell¬ 
ing toilet paper inked with the 
Gucci logo. Immediately she 
was sued by the Italian com¬ 
pany, and tiie New York tab¬ 
loids delighted in covering the 
David and Goliath story they 
christened the “toilet paper 
caper". Steel lost the case, but 
the attendant publicity en¬ 
hanced her reputation as 
someone who could capitalise 
on a trend, and after her first 
marriage ended in 1978 she 
moved to Hollywood to work 
at Paramount Pictures. One 
friend had predicted that if she 
could sell toilet tissue, she 
could surely sell movies. 

Indeed she could. Joining 
the marketing department, 
she quickly established her 
reputation as a woman with 
an eye for a gimmick. It was 
Steel who suggested that the 
promotion of the movie Star 
Trek be supplemented by mer¬ 
chandising tie-ins, and the 
success of the strategy saw her 
move into production. 

As a studio producer, she 
doggedly championed movies 
such as Flashdance, Foot¬ 
loose. Top Cun and The 
Accused, all of which focused 
on outsiders breaking through 
barriers and winning accep¬ 
tance, just the way she saw 
herself as having done. It is 
one of the great American 
paradigms. 


In 1965 the president of 
Paramount. Ned Tanen, ap¬ 
pointed Steel president of pro¬ 
duction. but two years later he 
dismissed her, reportedly 
because of personality con¬ 
flicts. Undaunted, and exhib¬ 
iting the grit for which she had 
become famous, she took up 
the reins at Columbia Pic¬ 
tures. which had been in 
turmoil after a disastrous 18 
months under the British di¬ 
rector David Puttnam. 

As president of Columbia 
she was the highest ranking 
woman in Hollywood, and 
again she spawned a string of 
hits, including When Harry 
Met Sally. Look Who's Talk¬ 
ing and Postcards from the 
Edge. Though she made her 
mark with highly commercial 
films, she said recently that 
the high point of her tenure at 
Columbia was overseeing the 
restoration and reissue of 
David Lean’s Lawrence of 
Arabia. 

Steel left Columbia in 1991 to 
become an independent pro¬ 
ducer, forming Atlas Pictures 
with her second husband. 
Charles Raven. Under that 
banner she produced the hit 
Cool Runnings, a comedy 
about a bobsled team from 
tropical Jamaica. 

Often described as the lead¬ 
er of the first generation of 
American “power women", 
Steel admitted to being a 
perfectionist, but she was 
quid; to point out that her 
male colleagues were highly 
demanding and aggressive 
too. In an interview in 1993 she 
said being a movie executive 
was exhausting, and tended to 
“bring out the worst in 
people". But among women in 
Hollywood she was respected 
and admired. She believed 
that her success gave her a 
responsibility to open doors 
for other women, and she 
appointed many to jobs as 
executives, producers and 
directors. 

Outside the movie business. 

Steel was a strong supporter of 
Democratic causes in Califor¬ 
nia. She is survived by her 
husband and daughter. 


HENRY 

CHARNOCK 


Henry Chamock, CBE, 
FRS, meteorologist and 
oceanographer, 
died on November 27 
awed 76. He was born on 
December 25,1920. 

WHEN Henry Chamock 
joined the wartime Royal Air 
Force, weather forecasting 
was an art illuminated by the 
science of meteorology. Nu¬ 
merical forecasting had been 
adumbrated by I. F. Richard¬ 
son two decades before, but 
the computers needed for its 
practical achievement were 
still far away. The science 
needed for the construction of 
successful models, particular¬ 
ly of boundary layer interac¬ 
tions. had yet to be done. 

Similarly, when he joined 
the embryo National Institute 
of Oceaiiograpny in 1949 at 
the invitation of its first direc¬ 
tor, George Deacon, physical 
oceanography was very much 
a pioneering discipline based 
on a few measurements made 
with simple apparatus on 
special expeditions or from 
ships of opportunity. 

Chamock played an impor¬ 
tant role, both as a scientist 
and as an administrator, in 
helping to bring both subjects 
to something like maturity, 
with the processes of the ocean 
and atmosphere being under¬ 
stood both broadly and, in 
some aspects, in detail. Wea¬ 
ther forecasting by computer 
is now routine, as is the 
prediction of the short-term 
behaviour of water move¬ 
ments in shelf seas. Scientific 
understanding and the use of 
credible climate models incor¬ 
porating both ocean and atmo¬ 
sphere have now convinced 
many nations that they need to 
reduce the production of 
greenhouse gases and ozone 
depleting chemicals. 

Henry Chamock left Queen 
Elizabeth Grammar School. 
Blackburn, at 16 for a job in a 
pas-mask factory. After stud¬ 
ies at night school and techni¬ 
cal college he took a London 
University external degree. 
When war came he joined the 
Royal Air Force. When it 
ended he was forecasting for 
the RAF in Iceland, haring 
been sent there when he failed 
to predict weather that froze in 
the flying-boats on Lough 
Neagh. He anticipated official 
arrangements by hitching a 
ride home in a trawler. J 
After the war he went to 
Imperial College to study me¬ 
teorology under Peter 
Sheppard. There he gained 
not only a firm grasp of the 
science but also a group of 
friends who would last and be 
influential for the remainder 
of his career. It was there, too, 
that he started the work on 
turbulent interchanges in the 
oceanic and atmospheric 
boundary layers that was to be 
at the core of his personal 
scientific achievement 
He was to return to Imper¬ 
ial College for a short spell in 
1958-59 as a Reader in Physical 
Oceanography but he found 
himself uncomfortable, he lat¬ 
er confessed, because the post 
seemed to have no specific 
duties. This was followed by a 
three-year stint as head of the 
oceanography group at the 
Saclanl laboratory at La Spe- 


zia and then, in 1966, by his 
appointment as Professor of 
Physical Oceanography aT the 
University of Southampton. 

When Sir George Deacon 
retired in 1971, Chamock 
seemed his natural successor 
as Director of the National 
Institute of Oceanography, al¬ 
though he made it dear that 
he would accept the appoint¬ 
ment only if the Natural 
Environment Research Coun¬ 
cil maintained the institute’s 
fully interdisciplinary charac¬ 
ter. He had to reassert this 
position a number of times 
over the next few years. 

In 1973 the research council 
decided to merge two of its 
smaller marine laboratories 
with the National Institute of 
Oceanography, under Char- 
nock’s direction, to form the 
Institute of Oceanographic 
Sciences, but the promise of a 
more harmonious period was 
soon threatened by the argu¬ 
ments about funding that 
followed the Government's de¬ 
cision. on Lord Rothschild's 
recommendation, to transfer 
responsibility for applied re¬ 
search to Departments of 
State. An acceptable settle¬ 
ment was eventually readied 
and the insrirute did much 
useful work under the new 
arrangements. Periiaps its 
most important commission 
was a programme of research 
on the feasibility of ocean 
disposal of radioactive waste, 
a possibility recognised by 
Chamock 20 years earlier. 

In 1978 Chamock accepted 
an invitation to return to 
Southampton. He stayed there 
as professor until his retire¬ 
ment in 19% when he became 
emeritus professor. He had 
long believed dial government 
research institutes should be 
closely associated with univer¬ 
sities and during his first 
period as professor had nego¬ 
tiated a concordat between die 
National Institute of Oceanog¬ 
raphy and Southampton. A 
month before he died he was 
working on boundary rough¬ 
ness in the new laboratory 
there. 

His return to Southampton 
freed him from much admin¬ 
istrative drudgery and al¬ 
lowed him a long and highly 
productive period in teaching 
and research, and participat¬ 
ing in the affairs of the Royal 
Society, which had elected him 
a Fellow in 1976. He was also 
active in national and interna¬ 
tional discussion of scientific 
affairs. A ten-year spell as a 
member of die Royal Commis¬ 
sion on Environmental Pollu¬ 
tion was. no doubt, an 
important factor in his ap¬ 
pointment as CBE in 1992. 

Chamock’s virtuoso perfor¬ 
mances in committees were 
matched by a love of the 
performing arts, particularly 
music his fondness for Beet¬ 
hoven’s quartets seeming to be 
a natural complement to his 
own intellectual rigour and 
deep compassion. Out-of- 
doors he enjoyed walking, 
from the daily journey to work 
to the climb out of the Grand 
Canyon in his seventies and 
the ascent of Snowdon with 
his wife Maty on their golden 
wedding anniversary. He is 
survived by her and their son 
and two daughters. 



THE FUNERAL OF HIS LATE 
ROYAL HIGHNESS 
THE PRINCE CONSORT 

The Prince of Wales bore up with great 
fortitude, and though he, like all the rest, at 
times gave way to irrepressible bursts of tears, 
he evidently tried to die utmost to restrain his 
fadings, though it could be seen sometimes 
from the wotting of his countenance that the 
effort was too violent for long endurance. 

The Dube of Saxe-Coburg. who was 
devotedly attached to the deceased Prince, to 
whom he bears a strong resemblance, was 
deeply moved and wept incessantly through¬ 
out the cere m o ny . The Crown Prince of 
Prussia, too, was equally affected. Poor little 
Prince Arthur's grief was enough to move the 
sternest Ha of course, made no attempt to 
check or hide his feelings. His eyes were red 
and swollen, and the tears were running 
dawn his cheeks as he entered the ChapeL As 
they stood at the head of their father's coffin, 
foe Prince of Wales turned and spoke, 
apparently, a few soothing words, for after 
fob Prince Arthur, for a minute or so, seemed 
to bear up better. It was not until the 
procession began to move forward, and the 
long melancholy wail of foe dirge went 


ON THIS DAY 

December 24,1861 


77iere were no stiff upper lips on this occasion, 
one notable for the absence of the Queen who 
mourned at Osborne. Prince Arthur, the 
seventh of the Queen’s nine children, died in 
1942. The papers report ran to more than 
I2JD00 words enclosed in thick black rules. 

echoing through the building, that all the little 
fellow's fortitude gave way. and, hiding his 
face in his handkerchief, he sobbed as if his 
very heart was breaking. As the procession 
advanced, foe commencement of the Burial 
Service, "I am the resurrection and foe Hie. 
saifo foe Lord," was swig by foe full choir to 
foe music of Dr. Croft. At the conclusion of the 
first portion, foe bier had crept slowly down to 
the western extremity of the church, where it 
was gendy moved up the indine to the 
platform up the nave. Al the nave was 
commenced the passage. "I know that my 
Redeemer livefo," snll sung to Croft's melan¬ 


choly dirge-like music, so touching, so 
inexpressibly mournful in its long, soft 
cadences.'All the servants of the late Prince 
stood in the nave as the bier posed, all 
seemed deeply moved, and foe grief of many 
was quite audible. With the conducting words 
of the passage, “We bronghr nothing into this 
world," the bier was moved up very slowly, its 
gorgeous pall concealing the bearers, who 
slowly wheeled it forward with a stiff, 
creeping motion, into the choir. It was nearly 
20 minutes before foe cloth-covered platform 
over foe entrance to the Royal vault was 
readied. Those walking at the feet of the 
corpse filed off to foe right and left as the bin- 
neared the Communion rails, and was slowly 
placed, amid solemn silence, on the spot 
whence it was to be lowered out of sight for 
ever... By the time these arrangements were 
completed foe ebam of the 39th Psalm, “I said. 

1 wifi take heed to my ways tiiai I offend not 
with my tongue.” had concluded, ami as foe 
last faint tones of foe music died a wav foe 
platform on which the bier stood was slowly . 
lowered till the coffin itself was level with foe 
floor. The pall was then disposed around it 
equally on afl sides, so as to cover all the 
opening leading to the depth below, and the 
Crown and Field-Marshal's insignia woe 
placed at foe head and fee*... 
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Prince matches Blair’s poll rating 

■ The Prince of Wales has become as popular as Tony Blair 
after a big swing of public opinion in his favour sinre the death 
of ids former wife, according to a MORI poll for The rimes. 

More than three-fifths of those questioned were satisfied 
with the way the Prince is doing his job, suggesting that the 
public approves of his new approach to public appearances 
and of his relationship with his sons since their mother died in 
August.-....Page 1 

Schools may introduce five-term year 

■ Some schools are being asked to replace their three^erm 

academic year with one of five eight-week terms to see if it 
improves attendance and performance. Pupils would have two- 
week breaks between terms, but the long summer holiday 
would survive.-. Page 1 


Family affair 

Jasper Carrott's actress daughter 
is recovering after receiving a kid¬ 
ney from her mother. Liny .Davis, 
who plays Hayiey in The Archers. 
has suffered from renal illness for 
three years and her mother. Ha¬ 
zel. stepped in because of a short¬ 
age of dead donors.. Page I 

Boycott rules 

Millions of young boys in India 
have become Geoffrey Boycott 
devotees, crying out such phrases 
as “roobislT and "roon. you lazy 
booger". One group were given 
six of the best for their 
trouble.-.Page 1 

IRA honeymoon 

The Brighton bomber Patrick 
Magee was released from the 
Maze prison to spend ten days 
with the woman he quietly mar¬ 
ried this summer. The IRA terror¬ 
ist was one of 8 b republican and 
74 loyalist prisoners allowed 
Christmas leave.Page 2 

Death flight 

A company director facing finan¬ 
cial ruin learnt to fly with the sole 
intention of killing himself. On 
h is first solo fiighr. Terence Brand 
flew 2,00ft over Dorset and 
plunged into the sea Page 3 

Doctors* distress 

More than 5 l 000 junior hospiial 
doctors are still working excessive 
hours, leaving them overtired, 
bad-tempered and putting pa¬ 
tterns at risk, the Brilish Medical 
Association said.-..Page 4 


Stroke of luck 

Fatty diets may not be as deadly 
as some doctors have claimed: in 
fact a new study has shown that-a 
small increase in fat intake can 
cut the risk of stroke by 15 per 
cent.. Page 5 

Price of love 

The cost of buying a true love 
presents over the twelve days of 
Christmas has more than trebled 
to £21.547.59.Page 7 

Back to the cold 

A growing number of Americans 
are giving up on adopted Russian 
and Romanian children because 
they cannot cope with their 
destructiveness.-.Page 8 

Tibet rebuff 

China rejected a call by the Inter¬ 
national Commission of Jurists 
for a UN-supervised referendum 
to allow Tihetans to express their 
views. It said Tiber’s affairs were 
an internal matter.Page 9 

Train gang 

A secret spy ring known as the 
“Railway Men” helped British in¬ 
telligence units to keep track of 
Soviet troop trains in East Ger¬ 
many right up to the day the 
Berlin Wall came down..Page 10 

Air crash escape 

Eighty-nine people survived al¬ 
most unscathed after their air¬ 
craft crash-landed in a Bangla¬ 
deshi ricefieid. skidding to a halt 
with a wing tom off and the 
undercarriage wrecked ...Page 11 


Parents seek schoolwear sponsors 

■ Parents in Grimsby are offering local companies advertising 
space on their children's school uniforms to try to raise £14,000 
to recruit an extra teacher. Two teachers at South Parade 
infants School are on extended sick leave and the school cannot 
afford a replacement. That means seven-year-olds are being 
taught in classes of 36 instead of 24.Page 3 
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Board meeting: A boy catching the surf on Ipanexna beach in~Rio de Janiero, Where temperatures are in the high nineties 

'"smmas 


Insurance: BAT and Zurich have 
revised the terms of the merger of 
their financial services business to 
give the Swiss a bigger percentage 
of the new company-Page 19 

Timetable: London and Continen¬ 
tal Railways, which was promised 
£(.4 billion to run a high-speed link 
between London and the Channel 
Tunnel, has again run into trouble 
trying to meet its construction 

timetable-Page 19 

Lloyd's: A Lloyd's of London insur¬ 
ance broker has been suspended 
for six months and fined £50,000 
over a deal linked to the Panama 
Canal...—Page 19 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 Index rose 
31.6 points to close at 5049.8. Ster¬ 
ling's trade-weighted index rose 
from 104.7 to 104.9......Page 22 


Football: Jurgen Klinsmann may 
make his debut for Tottenham 
against Aston Villa on Boxing Day 
after the Italian FA cleared him to 
play in England-Page 36 

Racing: Richard Dunwoody is enr 
joying himself far more now that he 
has discovered that there is more to 
being a jockey than riding 

horses_Page 32 

Sailing: Things were going well for 
Paul Stand bridge, the British skip¬ 
per of Toshiba* near the head of the 
fleet in the Whitbread Round the 
World Race — until a navigational 

gamble went wrong-Page 29 

Cricket: Australia are hoping that 
Glenn McGrath, their fast bowler, 
win be fit in time for the first Test 
against South Africa in Melbourne 
‘on Boxing Day---Page 32 


Films of the week; Spiceworld, the 
much-hyped Spice Girls movie, 
hits the, screens this week. But 
Geoff,Brown -believes drat adult 
cinemagoers will prefer the revival 
of Orson Welles’s The Magnificent 
Ambersons. - i -Page 27. 

Films of the yean From LA- Confi¬ 
dential id. Mike Leigh's Career 
Girts. Geoff Brown jacks the best of 
1997 -....’....Page 27 

Play time: Natural Theatre Com¬ 
pany presents an agreeable comic 
retching of the William Tell story at 
the Purcell Room —’-Page 26 

Family tales: The Sawalha acting 
dan, father and daughters, take to 
the stage to celebrate famSy rida-‘ 
tionshrps in a sentimental show 
called Dearest Daddy ... Darting 
Daughter :- Page 26 
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IN THE TIMES 

■ ARTS ' 

A year of high and 
low notes in the aits and 
entertainment . * . 
industries: Richard 
Morrison, looks back ’ v 

■ EDUCATION 
How Salisbury's 
Christmas choristers 
broke the mould 




Faith at last: Catherine. Lucas was 
an atheist., scornful of belief.and 
pitying erf believers — until a men 
ment of revelation—Page 12 
lwistP^ffiateverybudo. dontwish 
anyone“Meny Christmas" i\inkn 
Varadarajan has a bleak midwin¬ 
ter in New York...-JPage 12 

Frantic season: Last-minute deco¬ 
rations. dealing with relatives, 
what games to play.... Christmas 
can be more of a frantic-, than a 
festive season so The jfwgfr advises 
on howto cope with airy-unforeseen 
problems. -.^-Page 13 


Sncw spot If youVe ever craVed a 
chalet- in the French alps, die 
strength of the pound makes it a: 
great tfrne tchbuy.. r ^-il—:.Pag*; 28 
House mouse: Katherine Bergen 
discovers howeasy it is to-find a 
home on die internet Page28 
Star quaftty: How do the ricfaand 
fmnous go: about buying , and str¬ 
ing their; homes?, Ts it;. : jjjiate for, 
unaccustomed artonymity ^qr . .the : 
moment. to ..casfi ' Thj_i;on 
celebrity?-™ 



spasms erf; 
regularly 8 F-its : 
cities? Apparently, die question is 
taboo. The question, however, is 
imposing itself several nights a 
week in troubled suburbs 

• / —Le Monde 


Full listings for Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day ———* >a 8 es ^ 34 


A birth in Bethlehem 

The story of that birth is told not as 
an obituary notice or a biographer ;v 
might teU it but as Gospel - 
-Good News” - told from the per- ■ : 
spective of an ending that is not 
death but resurrection....... Page K • 

Bad tidings : 

So far, the Japanese and Korean W; 
governments have been too-para-.. 
lysed by fearto act rationally. They , 
must stop panicking and start 
acting—- -Page 1$ 

A place for protocol 

The particularly gracious habits of 
monarchy buy Britain's politicians 
a respect abroad that endures long 
after landslides have been 
soded- Page IS 


SIMON JENKINS 

Only stones bonded by. faith can 
have held back ocean storms for 
half a millennium. These churches 
are shrines whose atmosphere 
manages to shift the burden of 
proof. They send the atheist on his 
way enveloped in doubt—Page 14 

ALAN COREN 

Since you ask, I was not interested 
In Yul Brynneris hat. I was not even 
interested in Ingrid Bergman's ear¬ 
rings, Edward G. Robinson's cabin 
trunk, or Stanley Holloway's 

Blutiwer~—__-Page 14 

JOHN BAYLEY 
Over the festive season the world 
can find, calmness for a few days.: 
London streets are tranquil and 
pleasant to stroll in. Even the sky 

seems quieter-Page 14 

NIGELLA LAWSON 
.Female employees rightly mind 
'when they are not given the promo¬ 
tion they deserve because they are 
pregnant or have children. So how 
can we demand that our employers 
take those obligations into account 
when it suits us? -Page 12 

Witold Rodrindo. historian and 
di plggg t; Henry Charaock, ocean- 
"Dawn Steel, film pro¬ 
ducer ..Page 17 


Frank Allaim cm grassroots Labour 
“despair”; Grime . and Disorder; 
BiH; shared .faith; privacy and a 
free press-.......-Page 15 
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ACROSS 

1 Metro ride chap arranged to see 
Parisian landmark ( 3 . 2 .SJ, 

S Cat - Whittington's first seen 
with ft ft). 

9 Drank excessively on return to 
regimental HQ I5|. 

10 Refrain from Ida. boy (4)- 

1 1 She helped to introduce Christ¬ 
mas tree here in station ( 8 ). 

12 Pmvidcd the necessary material 

for a seasonal ball (61. 

15 Lnclc's protector who drops in on 

Christmas Eve (Z.81. 

16 Holly helping to make domicile 
\mas\v (41. 

17 Congregate for service (4). 

IS Employ this organisation believ¬ 
ing in diversity? ( 101 . 

20 Chinese work hard in decoration 
of Christmas cake (1.5). 

Solution to Puttie No 20.670 
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22 Government department making 
some cars do test (81. 

24 Prison ship (4J. 

25 Going by air. three early Christ¬ 
mas Day arrivals 1 spotted (5). 

26 Star travelling from the East Co 
area in West (4). 

27 Peer in bad government who's 
leading Christmas revels? (42.7). 

DOWN 

1 Book me of the seasonal musical 
acts (I.9.5J. 

2 Experience trouble with ex¬ 
tremely confused topic 13.2). 

3 Tire's fruit found in church office 

(9). 

4 Artist foUowiog (he likes of Mil* 
tois. you might wrongly infer |7). 

5 People swear by them (5). 

6 I'm appearing with cat in light 
entertainment for Christinas? (9). 

7 Gcercr. once sober, drunk — 
Christmas spirits transformed 
him (5,7). 

14 Popular and (ivclv tvpe having a 
ball (9|. 

15 Evil group corrupted assistant (9). 

19 Scholar in a form of Islam 

converted to Eastern religion f7). 

21 Relish being in the ring after 
sudden blow? (5). 

23 High-class supporters turned up 
in utter confusion ( 5 ). 
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□ General: Much of England and 
Wales will be dull and wet. although 
northern England will have some dry 
and bright spells before more rain 
arrives mis afternoon. Most of Scot¬ 
land, after early rain in the east, wifi 
become dry with sunny spells. A few 
showers will affect the north, where it 
win also be windy. Northern Ireland 
will have some afternoon rain after a 
mostly bright and cky start It wifl be 
mild everywhere, but it will become 
increasingly windy in the south. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
E England: mHd, but mainly cloudy 
with ran at times. A fresh south¬ 
westerly wind Max 15C (59F). 

□ Central S England, E Midlands, 
W Midlands, Channel Isles: mrtd 
but mostly dull with outbreaks of rain. 
A moderate to fresh southwesterly 
wmd Max 14C (57F) 

□ SW England, S Wales, N Wales: 
rather duff with rain on and off aH day, 
although it will be mild. A strong 
southwesterly wind Max 14C (57F). 

□ NW England, Lake District, Isle 
of Man, Central N England, NE 


England: mainly cloudy with rain: 
early and late. Few brt^Tt spells. A 
light to moderate southerly wind. Max 
14C (57F). : 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Scot¬ 
land, Orkney, Shetland: early rain 
then sunny spells. More rain later., 
Wind strong, southerly, easfrtg later. 
Max 12C (54F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow. Central 
Highlands, Argyll, NW Scotland: 

mainly dry with sunny spefls. Rain 
later. The wind will ease to a moderate 
southwesterly. Max 12C (54F). 

□ N Ireland: occasional showers in 
the west Sunny speBs elsewhere but 
rain by afternoon. A Bght to moderate 
southerly wind. Max 11C (52F). 

□ Republic of Ireland: rein spread¬ 
ing north. Wind southerly fresh, later 
strong or gate, possible severe gales. 
Mild Max 11C (52F). 

□ Outlook: Christmas Day win be 
windy but mW. with some rain in most 
daces. It win stay windy on Boxing 
Day, but it wffl turn slightly cooler wrth 
a mixture of sunshine and showers. 
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Changes^ d^t foiew from noon: low H will deepen and move northeast 

Low V wiS drift north with flffle charge. Low X will drift southeast and fill. 
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BAT’s stake in Zurich 
merger cut by £lbn 


By Caroline Merrell 

BAT INDUSTRIES has 
been forced to reduce its 
stake in die proposed £25 
billion merger between its 
financial services operations 
(BARS) and Zurich, the Swiss 
insurance company, in an 
agreement that effectively 
cuts the value of the holding 
by £1 billion. 

The revised proposals mean 
that Zurich shareholders will 
now own 57 per cent .of the 
merged Zurich financial Ser¬ 
vices Group (ZFS). while BAT 
Industries shareholders will 
hold 43 per cent Under the 
original deal, the split was 55 
per cent to Zurich and 45 per 
cent to BAT. 

Analysts claim that Zurich 
has. renegotiated the rire l 
because n was originally 
deemed to be “too good to be 
true" for BAT. 

Despite die favourable reac¬ 
tion to the demerger when it 
was announced two months 
ago, BAT’S share price has 
fallen nearly 12. per cent while 
Zurich’s has risen 4 per cent 
BATs decline has been attrib¬ 
uted to continuing uncertainly 
about US-smoking legislation 
— 60 per cent of BAT 
Irxiustries*s profits come from 
British American Tobacco. 

Legislation could raise the 
price of cigarettes biy up to a 
quarter in the US. That has .. 
put pressure'on BAT Indus¬ 
tries to demerge its financial 
services operations, including 
Allied Dunbar, Eagle Star and 
Threadneedle in the UK, and 
Banners in the US. - 
Some analysts believe that 
Zurich’s shareholders were 
unlikely to vote in favour of 
the original proposal, which, 
according to Tam . Bennett, an 
analyst at Paribas, “offered a 
deal that wfl] dilute earnings, 
dilute earnings growth and 
heavily dilute net worth per 
share".. . .. 

The hew agreement now 
looks almost certain to go 
through, If either party drops 
out,' they will have to pay a 


Investors 
sue Danka 
in Florida 

DANKA Business Sys¬ 
tems, the troubled photo¬ 
copier group that has seen 
its : stock market value 
plunge by more than £1 
biflion, is being sued by 
Investors in the US for 


misleading statements 
about. its business . pros¬ 
pects (Jason Nisst writes). 

A.ciass action writ was 
filed yesterday in Florida, 
where many of Danka’s 
senior managers . are 
based, 7 claiming that 
Danka had misled the 
mazfcef about how well it 
was integrating the £438 
milUon purchase of the 
office imaging division of 
Eastman Kodak in July. 
Tins arHfwany inflated the 
share prke of the group. 

A. wanting about pros¬ 
pects from Danka last 
week brought a collapse in 
the- group’s share price 
foom-a-high of 787bp to 
28fiap yesterday. 

Mark •Vaughan-Lee. 
Danka executive chairman, 
dismissed the action, say- 
“Lawsuits are die nat¬ 
ional sport in America." 


jUSTRSES 




Goldman has 
$4bn to spend 
on Japanese 
loan portfolios 

From Oliver August in new york and Janet Bush 


Martin Broughton, BAT chief executive, left. Rolf Huppi and Lord Cairns, right; launched the merger in October 


penalty of about £180 million. 
Rolf Huppi, chief executive of 
Zurich, said: “This definitive 
agreement represents an im¬ 
portant step in the formation 
of a new global force in the 
financial protection and in¬ 
vestment management busi¬ 
ness." 

Although the BAT stake in 
the new company has been 
reduced, the board will contin¬ 
ue to be split equally between 
the two companies. However, 
some still believe that Zurich 
is paying too much for BATS 
financial services business. 


Mr Bennett said: “Zurich is 
paying around £10 billion for 
BATs insurance companies. 
These companies have tangi¬ 
ble net worth of £2.4 billion on 
BATs accounting base and 
£12 billion under Zurich’s 
aoounting base.” He added: 
“Our consideration of the 
benefits of die BAFS acquisi¬ 
tion leave us somewhat non¬ 
plussed as to why Zurich 
seems so keen to do the deal." 

Under the new terms and 
conditions, British American 
Tobacco will now receive £500 
million in securities from ZFS 


LCR late again 
on tunnel link 


By Mark Court 


LONDON and Continental 
Railways, the company that 
was promised £14 billion of 
taxpayers' money to run a 
high-speed link between 
London and the Channel Tun¬ 
nel, has fallen behind - its 
construction timetable for a 
second time. 

The company pledged in 
mid-November thar it would 
appoint contractors for £500 
million of tunnelling work by 
Christmas. It had missed an 
earlier deadline, in late sum¬ 
mer, for awarding the first big 
construction package on the 
£3 billion project. 

As the Christmas deadline. 
slipped by, an LCR source 
admitted that it was unlikely 
that any of the four key 
contracts for tunnelling work 
under London would be 
signed before next year. 

An LCR spokeswoman said: 
“Discussions are continuing 
with shortlisted contractors. It. 
is important these discussions 
reach a satisfactory conclusion 
even if it takes slightly more 
time than originally planned. 
The negotiations will be com¬ 


pleted early in the new year." 
LCR. which plans to raise £5.4 
billion in debt and equity 
through a flotation by the 
middle of next year, has 
attracted speculation about its 
financial viability. The com¬ 
pany. whose shareholders in¬ 
clude Virgin, National Ex¬ 
press and SBC Warburg, the 
merchant bank, is holding 
talks with Rail track and six 
other possible partners to join 
the project. 

Construction sources say 
the delay has been caused by 
the client's efforts to ensure 
that contractors cany the bulk 
of any cost overruns. A con¬ 
tractor bidding for work on 
the project said: “The contract 
conditions have changed and 
the client wants to quantify 
some of- the risks. We were 
asked to put in a price for 
carrying the risk of unforeseen 
ground conditions." 

A joint venture of Amec and 
Balfour Beatty, is expected to 
win the £350 million contract 
to build tunnels and a huge 
concrete station box at Strai- 
ford in East London. 


rather than £500 million in 
cash as was originally envis¬ 
aged. BAT Industries stated 
that this will not make any 
difference to its shareholders. 

Lord Calms, chairman of 
BAT Industries, said: “I am 
confident that BAT Industries 
shareholders will benefit from 
their investment in an en¬ 
larged world-class insurance 
business, as well as from the 
sharper focus to tobacco and 
finandai services that will 
result from the merger." 

Tempos, page 22 


Pound hits 
exports 
at last 

BRITISH exports are final¬ 
ly showing signs of suffer¬ 
ing from the strength of 
sterling' Panel Bush writes). 

Britain reported a trade 
deficit with the rest of the 
world in October of £135 
bilb on. the largest trade gap 
since October 1995, and com¬ 
pared with a deficit in 
September of £135 billion, 
according to the Office for 
National Statistics. 

Figures for non-EU trade 
in November showed the gap 
widening to £1.06 bflbon 
from E858 billion in October. 
This was the largest non-EU 
deficit since October, 1995. 

The culprit was a slow¬ 
down in export volumes, 
down 15 per cent over the 
past three months in trade 
with non-EU countries. At 
the same time, buoyant con¬ 
sumer demand at home is 
sucking m imports strongly. 

ONS statisticians said the 
underlying trend is a widen¬ 
ing of Britain’s overall trade 
deficit City economists 
blamed the s trength of die 
pound and weaker exports to 
Asia as demand implodes. 

Fading resilience, page 23 
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Deal 

announced 


GOLDMAN SACHS, the US 
investment bank, wants to 
spend $4 billion (£25 billion) 
on buying loans from troubled 
Japanese banks in the first big 
bargain-hunting effort since 
the Asian finandai market 
crisis erupted. 

Goldman has opened negoti¬ 
ations with several banks to 
buy asset-backed loans and is 
reported to have done a $100 
million deal with Bank of 
Tokyo-Mitsubishi, buying 
loans that are primarily 
collateralised by land. 

Japanese banks, hit hard by 
the Asian finandai crisis, are 
among the country's largest 
landowners and many are now 
being forced to sell loans at 
bargain prices to bail out brok¬ 
ing operations. Many of the 
loans are secured against To¬ 
kyo real estate, which has seen 
price falls of 70 per cent. 

If Goldman manages to 
spend its entire planned 
warehest, its purchase would 
be equivalent to one eighth of 
all Japanese bad loans. 

The US investment bank is 
already a big investor in land 
and real estate in America, 
owning, for example, a 50 per 
cent stake in New York's 
Rockefeller Center. 

Goldman's purchase of Japa¬ 
nese loan portfolios could 
smooth its entry into Japan’s 
finandai markets, which are 
due to be opened up to foreign 
firms shortly. The US invest¬ 
ment bank was recently subject 
of speculation about a possible 
takeover of Sumitomo Bank, 
the second largest bank. 

Other American banks with 
experience of repackaging 
loans are expected to follow 
Goldman's lead. Wall Street 
earned millions from bundling 
and selling Latin American 
debt after the finandai crises of 
the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Goldman’s move will also be 


Lloyd’s broker 
suspended 


By Jon Ashworth 


A PROMINENT Lloyd's bro¬ 
ker has been suspended for six 
months and ordered to pay 
E50.000 for orchestrating a 
secret profit on a deal linked to 
the Panama Canal. 

Anthony Frost, former 
chairman of Citicorp Insur¬ 
ance Brokers, is die first 
person to be suspended by 
Lloyd’s this year. Well-known 
in die market in the late 1980s, 
he has admitted five charges 
of misconduct linked to con¬ 
ducting insurance business in 
a discreditable manner. 

Mr Frost made no direct 
personal gain from his deal¬ 
ings. His suspension aside, 
he has been fined £10.000 
and ordered to pay Lloyd's 
costs of £40,000. He has also 
been censured. The miscon¬ 
duct arose In respect of a 
contract that Citicorp en¬ 
tered into with the Panama 
Canal Commission (PCC) in 
April 1990, and was subse¬ 
quently renewed. 

Citicorp Insurance Brokers 
changed its name to Nelson 
Hurst Insurance Brokers after 
a management buyout in 1991- 


Discrepancies between slips, 
cover notes and debit notes on 
the PCC contract resulted in 
Nelson Hurst taking a secret 
profit of $150,000 (£90361) 
over a five-year period. The 
money was returned to the 
PCC with interest — a total of 
$181,664 (E 109.436) — in April 
1996, soon after the matter 
came to light. 

Mr Frost was responsible 
for the PCC contract through¬ 
out the relevant period. He 
had left the company by the 
time that the discrepancies 
came to light. 

The action against him 
marks a continuation of the 
tough disciplinary line taken 
by Lloyd's. Details of disci¬ 
plinary actions, previously cir¬ 
culated internally, have been 
made public since September 
1996. New by-laws gave 
Lloyd's the power to impose 
fixed penalty fines, and circu¬ 
late the details to a wider 
audience. 

Lloyd’s recently banned 
three brokers in the space of 
less than three weeks- after 
findings of misconduct 


Knickerbox falls victim to poor Christmas sales 


;«■' v 


By Fraser Nelson 

KNICKERBOX. the last refuge for 
many men who cannot think of any¬ 
thing else to buy their partners, has 
collapsed into insolvency after claim¬ 
ing it. is . the first victim of the 
slowdown in high street spending. 

The underwear chain, which, with 
Tie Rack and Sock Shop, led the 
1980! niche retailing boom, said it 
has been sunk by lack of Christmas 
shoppers and is now nursing empty 


rills and a cashflow crisis. It has been 
passed into the hands of BuchJer 
Phillips, the insolvency practitioner, 
which plans to keep its 44 stores 
running throughout the new year, 
while keeping eredfors at bay. 

Simon Rreakley, managing part¬ 
ner at BuchJer Phillips, said: “Funda¬ 
mentally, we have a business with a 
strong brand in a well-established 
niche that has excellent potential in 
-its marketplace. Its problems are 
exclusively connected to the slump in 


Christmas sales — had things been 
better, they would have survived." 

He said he is confident of finding a 
buyer within the next six weeks. The 
administrator has not yet worked out 
how much debt Knickerbox has. but 
is confident it is significantly less 
than the £4.6 minion of net liabilities 
it was left with after last Christmas. 

Knickerbox, founded II years ago 
by Janie Godber and Stephen 
Schaffer, a husband and wife team 
who used to work at Marks & 


Spencer, was one of the few retailers 
to prosper in the 1991 recession—but 
it plunged into the red when the 
recovery set in. 

Gieves, the Savile Row tailor, paid 
£660,000 for a495per cent stake in a 
rescue package. However, Knicker- 
box has not made a penny of profit 
for the past five years — with a pre¬ 
tax loss erf E3.63 million last year. 

La Senza, Knickerbox’s high street 
rival, is not doing much better. After 
a series of profits warnings since its 


stock market debut 14 months ago, its 
capitalisation has plunged 87 per 
cent It is now pricedat 22p a share— 
a market value of £737 million. 

Analysts expressed surprise that 
Knickerbox’s financial recovery 
could have been scuppered in three 
weeks of quiet trading. Verdict the 
retail research house, said yesterday 
thar it has seen no signs of a spending 
slowdown. It exects high street sales 
to jump 9 per cent this December, to 
£20.3 billion. 
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seen as a vote of confidence in 
Asian markets at current 
extremely depressed levels. 

Japanese markets were 
dosed for a public holiday 
yesterday but South Korean 
markets continued to implode. 
Confidence was rocked by 
remarks in a newspaper inter¬ 
view by Kim Dae Jung, the 
President-elect. He said that 
he was flabbergasted by the 
extent of the crisis and even 
mentioned the possibility that 
South Korea was on the brink 
of bankruptcy. 

Another blow came when 
Fitch IBCA, the international 
credit rating agency, gave 
South Korea its worst rating 
yet, judging its long-term for¬ 
eign currency debt to be worth 
only a B minus, six notches 
below investment grade. 
Moody's Investor Services 
and Standard & Poor's cut 
South Korea’s rating to “junk 
bond" status on Monday. 

The stock market plunged 
by a record 75 per cent and the 
won slumped to yet another 
record low against the dollar. 
Interest rates on benchmark 
three-year corporate bonds 
with bank guarantees soared 
to a record 31.45 per cent, 
before recovering slightly to 
dose at 31.11 percent 

The heads of foreign banks 
operating in South Korea held 
an emergency meeting yester¬ 
day to dedde whether to roll 
over loans to local finandai 
institutions that are struggling 
with chronic dollar shortages. 

Lee Kyung Shick, Governor 
of the Bank of Korea, began a 
four-day visit to Japan where 
he is expected to ask top 
bankers for help in securing 
foreign loans for South Kore¬ 
an institutions. 

Leading article, page 15 
Commentary, page 21 
IMF trap, page 23 
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Settlement 

More than 30 Wall Street 
banks are expected to agree 
to pay $1 billion (£590 
million) to settle the biggest 
dass action suit over 
securities fraud brought by 
investors. The case began 
in 1994 after a stock 
manipulation ring was 
exposed. Page 20 
Page 20 

ICI deal 

ICI Australia is to buy the 
explosives business of its 
former parent in Britain 
for A$570 million (£229 
million). ICI Australia will 
become the world's largest 
supplier. Page 21 
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Lloyds TSB sells Factors to Bank of New York 


By Richard Miles 
banking correspondent 

LLOYDS TSB yesterday confirmed the sale of 
International Factors, the biggest of ,ts 
factoring subsidiaries, to the Bank of New York 
for an undisclosed sum. 

The British bank said it would make a pre-tax 
profit of £160 million on the disposal of Inter¬ 
national Factors, which at at the end ofNovem- 
ber had total assets of ES17 million. The com¬ 
pany. which is based in Brighton and employs 
500, offers factoring and invoice discounting ser¬ 
vices to UK and European small and medium- 
sized companies. It has net assets of £5 million. 


Lloyds T5B Group decided to sell the subsid¬ 
iary. after a strategic review, so that it might 
concentrate resources on its two other factoring 
businesses. Peter Ellwand, chief executive of 
Lloyds TSB, said: “The invoice discounting and 
factoring markets remain important to Lloyds 
TSB and we will continue to develop the 
business of both Alex Lawrie and TSB 
Commercial Finance." 

Bank of New York said the acquisition of 
International Factors, coupled with its takeover 
of two UCB invoice discounting businesses in 
July, would provide a springboard for the 
bank's European expansion plans. 

Joe Grimaldi, chairman and president of 


BNY Financial Corporation, said the com bined 
businesses amounted to a 20 per cent share of 
the UK factoring and invoice discounting 
market, probably making the American bank 
ihe largest single player in the country. 

Although Mr Grimaldi declined to guarantee 
the security of the 500 jobs at International 
Factors and the 70 positions at UCB, he said 
large-scale redundancies were highly unlikely. 
“In this industry, it is very difficult to find good 
people. Our intention isn’t to buy and constrict, 
but to buy and expand." he said. 

Historically, the high-street banks have 
dominated the UK factoring industry- But the 
£40 billion market has in recent years become 


highly attractive to foreign entrants, particular¬ 
ly American banks, because of its annual 
growth rate of 20 per cent According to the 
Factors and Discounters Association, close to 
21.000 companies now use the services of a 
factoring or invoice discounting firm. 

Nidi Blackwell, commercial director of 
Griffin. Midland Bank* factoring subsidiary, 
said the job of a good factor was to look at the 
total assets of a business and then say tow it 
could make brtter use of them. "Often investors 
in a small business do nor have any appetite for 
equity. We provide an alternative,’’ he said. 


Commentary, page 21 


Wall Street 
banks close 
to settling 
$lbn claim 


From Oliver August in new york 


THIRTY ONE Wall Street 
banks are expected to agree to 
pay $1 billion (£500 million) to 
settle the biggest ever-class- 
action suit over securities 
fraud brought by investors. 

Goldman Sachs, Merril 
Lynch. Morgan Stanley. Cred¬ 
it Suisse First Boston and 
Salomon Smith Barney are 
among the banks involved in 
the case that began in 1994 
after a stock manipulation 
ring was exposed. 

Traders on the Nasdaq Ex¬ 
change in New York, Ameri- 


UK firm 
hopes for 
new Prozac 
approval 

By Paul Dorman 

EU LILLY, the US phar¬ 
maceutical group that 
makes Prozac, has filed for 
regulatory approval of an 
improved version of the 
anti-depressant developed 
by Skye Pharma, the Brit¬ 
ish drugs minnow headed 
by Ian Gowrie-Smith. 

The prospect of sharing 
in the royalties from 
Prozac, which has annual 
sales of $2.4 billion (£L4 
billion), win be a signifi¬ 
cant boost to SkyePharma's 
credibility, which was bad¬ 
ly damaged by a poorly 
timed fund raising in 
September. 

Although Prozac has be¬ 
come a cultural icon in the 
US. it causes some users to 
feel sick or to suffer anxiety. 
Jago. SkyePharma's drug 
delivery arm, is believed to 
have developed a version 
that reduces or eliminates 
these side effects. Peter 
Laing. a Societe Generale 
analyst, has suggested Jago 
may have combined Prozac 
with another drug in a 
single pilL citing Lilly- 
sponsored research pub¬ 
lished in The Lancet 

Prozac's patent protection 
is due to expire in four 
years. An improved version 
would allow Lilly to secure 
an extended period of free¬ 
dom from competition. 
Even with ihe onset of cut- 
price competition for the 
original version, Mr Laing 
believes the improved drug 
should be able to achieve 
sales of more than Si billion 
a year. With a royalty of 
about 3 per cent this would 
be worth $30 million a year 
to SkyePharma. which lost 
£102 million in fts most 
recent half year. 

Lilly is believed to have 
filed its application with 
the US Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration this month, 
although the papers will 
not become public for sev¬ 
eral weeks. 


ca's second largest exchange, 
are charged with harrassing 
and refusing to trade with 
brokers who offered investors 
better stock prices. 

The traders are also said to 
have colluded to fix specific 
share prices. They delayed 
reporting big trades where it 
benefitted their positions and 
exchanged company news 
before public announcements, 
calling themselves “friendly 
competitors". 

The banks refused to com¬ 
ment on neither the case or the 
ongoing settlement talks, the 
terms of which have already 
drawn criticism for being too 
low. The suit alleges that 
millions of investors lost 
money in the early 1990s on 
Nasdaq. 

The plaintiffs’ lawyers have 
been keen to achieve a settle¬ 
ment of at least $1 billion to 
establish a high-water mark 
for civil antitrust settlements. 
Robert Skimick. one of the 
lawyers, said: “The evidence is 
strong to support the conclu¬ 
sion that never before in the 
history of stock trading have 
so few people taken so much 
money from so many." 

Separately from the suit 
against the banks and their 
traders, the National Associ¬ 
ation of Securities Dealers, 
which runs the Nasdaq mar¬ 
ket. was fined $100 million 
and forced to implement 
tighter supervision practises. 

Talks continued yesterday 
and a settlement could be 
reached by rhe end of the 
week. After a long period of 
inactivity, the negotiations ac¬ 
celerated recently, prompted 
by record profits of $12 billion 
on Wall Street for the current 
year. 

The banks are now eager to 
tie up an agreement before the 
end of the year so that they 
might write the payment off 
against taxes. 

The settlement would need 
the approval of a judge in New 
York and investors would 
have the opportunity to opt out 
of the settlement to pursue 
separate claims. 



Alan Dalby. left chairman, and Vernon Sankey, chief executive of Redott & Colman, winch is expanding in the US 

Reckitt buys four US brands 


By Dominic Walsh 


RECKITT & COLMAN. the 
consumer goods conglomer¬ 
ate. is to bolster its position in 
North America through the 
acquisition of four household 
brands from SC Johnson & 
Co for $160 million (£96 
million}. 

Spray 'n Wash. Glass Plus. 
Vivid and Yes were inherited 
by Johnson as part of its 
recently agreed acquisition of 
Dow Chemical Company's 
consumer products business. 


They are 


_„__td produce 

a 1997 profit of $1 <l 2 milli on 
from sales of $131 million. The 
acquisition involves only the 
brands, with manufacturing 
due to be transferred to 
Redtitt at a later stage. 

Redd ft whose brands in- 
dude Harpic. Dettol and 
Lemsip. said the deal was in 
line with its stated strategy of 
using acquisitions “to fill gaps 
in core categories or geo¬ 
graphic areas, and to focus on 


number one and number two 
household brands". 

Spray >i Wash, a fabric care 
brand, and Glass Plus, a glass 
deaner. are both number two 
fo North America, while the 
Vivid - colour-safe bleach 
brand is number three. To¬ 
gether with Yes, a laundry 
detergent, they give Reckitt a 
strong position in the North 
American fabric care market 

The deal is subject to US 
regulatory approval but as¬ 


suming' it goes through in 
January, North Amenta will 
account for 36 per cent of 
Reckitt & Oilman's sales, 
compared with Europe's 31 
percent 

in Australia, Reckitt has 
sold the rights to the 
Holbrook's and Newman's 
Worcestershire sauces for 
A$14 million {ESS million) to 
Goodman fielder food group. 


Tempus. page 22 


De Broe breaches panel code 


By Richard Miles 


WILLIAMS DE BROE, the 
corporate stockbroker, has 
been wrapped over the knuck¬ 
les by the Takeover Panel for 
its failure to disclose an acqui¬ 
sition offer to a dient whose 
share price subsequently rose 
by more than 20 per cent. 

Morris Ashby, an engineer¬ 
ing company, announced on 
December l that it was in talks 
that might lead to an offer for 


the company. Two days later. 
Automotive Components In¬ 
vestments (ACI) offered 400p 
per share, valuing the com¬ 
pany at £49 million. 

However, the Takeover 
Panel has discovered that 
Morris Ashby had begun dis¬ 
cussions wth ACl’s financial 
backer. Windward Capital 
Partners, in August. During 
the intervening period. Ashby 


Morris shares rose from 280p 
to 345p, a 23 per cent rise. 

Stock Exchange rules dic¬ 
tate that where a company's 
share price rises by 10 or more 
per cent its investment advis¬ 
er should consult with the 
panel on any undisdosed take¬ 
over offer. Williams de Broe 
failed to do so, believing that 
the share movement was the 
result of a series of positive 


statements about the company. 

In this case, the panel 
accepted that Williams de 
Brae’s failure to raise the 
matter was not as a result of a 
deliberate intent to prevent the 
Stock Exchange from making 
its own announcement “Nev¬ 
ertheless. it had that effect and 
was therefore a breach.of an, 
essential code requiremgi&”-tt' 
said in a statement 


Staffs at four banks JCI appoints 
tO take Strike action ; chief executive 


By Richard Miles, ranking correspondent 


FOUR high street banks face 
widespread disruption today 
as thousands of staff threaten 
to mount a oneway strike in 
separate disputes over pay 
and working hours. 

The Banking Insurance and 
Finance Union iBifu) says its 
members will stage a walkout 
ai Midland and Royal Bank of 
Scotland branches in protest 
at being made to work, this 
afternoon, Christinas Eve. tra¬ 
ditionally a holiday foe bank¬ 
ing staff. At the same time. 
Biro members working for 
Yorkshire and Clydesdale 


banks wiU take action over 
pay. They are complaining 
that the banks are offering 
belcnv-inflanon salary in¬ 
creases at a time when both 
have posted record profits. 

Bifu claims that more than 
2 D .000 staff could take part in 
the stoppage. However, al! 
four banks expect the strike to 
have a minimal impacL 
Yorkshire Bank said: "The 
strike has a low ievei of 
support. Up fo 90 per cent o? 
our branches will be unaffect¬ 
ed and we are pretty confident 
we can handle the rest." 


» JCI. the Sooth African mining 
I group that is in merger talks 
: with Lonrho. has appointed 
j Vaughan Bray as chief execu- 
! live, after the decision last 
week by \1ri KhumoJa JCI's 
, chairman, to relinquish his 
1 role (Jason Nisse writes). Mr 
j Bray is chief executive of 
; Johnnies Industrial Corpora- 
i rion. which is chained by Cyril 
; Ramaphosa. who lost out to 
J Mr Khumalo in the fight to 
gain control of JCI last year. 
Mr Khumalo, who is said to 
be dose to Lonrho. has fallen 
out with board members over 
| the proposed purchase of 20 
: per cent in Southern Mining. 


Finsbury proposes 
merger with Wren 


By Jon Ashworth 


IN the latest in a wave of 
restructuring to sweep the 
Lloyd's insurance market, 
Finsbury Underwriting In¬ 
vestment Trust is seeking to 
merge with Wren Holdings. 

Under the proposed deal, 
Finsbury will acquire the 85 
per cent of the shares it does 
not already own in Wren, 
which manages syndicates 
with a total capacity of £294 
million. The merged group, 
yet tu be named, will have a 
market value of about £80 
million. Wren's members* 
agency advises a iota] of £392 


million capacity, including 
Finsbury's E70 million, which 
it has advised since 1993. 

Shareholders vote on the 
merger in the new year. The 
deal has rhe support of 
Benfield and Rea Investment 
Trust, which owns 25 per cent 
of Wren, and 14.5 per cent of 
Finsbury. It is proposed that 
Robin Bai Die of Rnsbuty will 
be chairman of the^combined 
company and Andrew Shone 
of W’ren is expected to be 
named chief executive. 

Shares in Finsbury rose 
9*2p to 150p. 



First Call in £7.4m 

takeover by LMH 

March. The scheme is expected to ^j d . ~p, e 

. Keith Mills, chairman 
vision for this new business is to 

of delivering travel leisure, entertainment andI sports 

products and services to c °”f , f T!er E'p!^ 1 r 2 S^Se UK’s 
reservations and booking technology- First Call is the UK 

largest-live entertainment ticketing agency. It ^ P 
ticket sales services to ihe Wemb^coraploL^thou^^ 
contract is befog terminated next February. Its 

US oil and gas merger 

OCEAN ENERGY and United Meridian, two American 
companies, are to merge, creating one of the largest inde¬ 
pendent oil and gas companies in the world, with a market 
capitalisation of $3.1 billion (£1.89 bflfion) and assets of $1-2 
billion. Ocean Energy.based in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, said 
its holdings in the Gulf of Mexico and the southern United 
.States wouldbe combined with United Meridian’s properties 
in West Africa. The merged company will also have assetsw 
Asia. The -combined companies will produce about 58,000 
bands of oil and'350 million cubic feet of gas a day. 

BT avoids Oftel action 

OFTEL, the tetecommunications regulatory body, has 
d erided riot to move against BT over cross subsidies to its 
Chargecard service. Oftel, which had been concerned that 
subsidies might keep out competition, said that BT had 
changed its Chargecard tariff and put in place a plan to - 
lend subsidies. Don Cruickshank, Director-General of 
Teleco mmunications, said: “I am pleased that BT has 
now takwV the steps needed to enable competition to 
: develop in this market.**' BT yesterday welcomed Offers- 
dec isio n not to.take formal enforcement action. 

Vymura-Benetton deal 

VYMURA, the wallcoverings manufacturer, has signed a 
licensing agreement With Benetton to produce a range of 
waUcoverings fertile UK .market The agreement is worth up 
to. £10 miTinn in sales over a five-year period. Vymura 

agreemmt^cbrnCT after the' 
success of the Ports: of Gall waDccrvmngs, designed for 
Vymura by Jeff : Banks, and the Royal Doulton designs, 
launched lastyear, the company said. Vymura shares rose to 
IVhap from a 12-raonth low of 115*2 p yesterday. 

Reflec systems review 

SHARES in Reflec dived from 31 bp to 12hp after the AIM- 
listed company said it had appointed Arthur Andersen to 
review the finances and management systems. The findings 
wfll be communicated’to the board in mid-January. The 
• review is - to deter min e -whether Reflec needs additional 
- finance to best : exploit‘it$ products and- to complete capital 
investments. Reflec said it fate a large number of new products 
with “exriting'’ prospects that are not ready for launch yet It 
lost £454.000 in the year to February on sales of £337,000. 

Acatos holds dividend 

ACATOS & HUTCHESON, Ihe edible mis and fats manu¬ 
facturing group, suffered a fall in pre-tax profits to £5.8 
raiitioa from £7.7 million in the year to September 28. 
Operating profits fell 8^ per cent to &2million, reflecting 
delays in the commlssiorung of upgraded refining capacity. 
The company said the delay would continue to affect its 
performance in the first halt Earnings fell to 95p a share 
from 14i>p. The final dividend is held at b_5pashare. making 
a total of 10.5p. compared with lOp. 

Wilshaw raises £22.5m 

WILSHAW is raising £225 million through the sale of its 
distribution division to.Tractiv, a newly formed company, it 
was announced yesterday. In the year to March 31, the 
division being said earned an operating profit of £35 million 
on sales of £26.4 million. The division’s net assets were £115 
million at toe end of the year. Wflshaw will use £6 million to 
repay its bank borrowings, with the remainder earmarked 
for acquisitions to expand the powder metals division. 
Wilshaw shares rose 2p to 39 3 np yesterday. 

Firth Rixson expands 

FIRTH RIXSON, the specialist engineer, has bought Barworth 
Flockton and Moss & Gamble Brothers from Barworth Hold¬ 
ings for £12 million.The amount was paid in cash and included 
£2 million for the shares and £10 million for repayment of 
inter-company and bank debts. Barworth Flockton manufac¬ 
tures tool and special steels, while Moss & Gamble is an open 
die forger. Firth Rixson said: “Both companies wfll fit well 
within the FR group enabling a wider range of products to be 
offered to our customers and other synergies to be achieved." 

Airports lift revenue 

EUROPEAN aipoitefifted revenues 8.1 per cent to about 
£8.67 billion m 1996, according to Airports Council 
tatemananal.- an industry body, ACI also said the 
airports invested £2.4 billion in improving facilities and 
mcreasmg capaaty, a rise of 1.6 per cent over the previous 
ag ? orts> Rome Fiumidno and Milan 
StronB ? t gnrMh figures in 

cera 208 per cent respectively. 
Figures for 1997 are not yet available. 


Sears’ company doctor close to completing BSC sale 



David James has cut £40 million of losses by selling three businesses in three weeks 


DAVID JAMES. The company doctor 
brought in by Sears to sort out its British 
Shoe Corporation (BSC) subsidiary, said 
yesterday he was dose to completing the 
sale of the operation after receiving £0 
million for its Shoe City business. 

Brctano. the Belgian shoe retailer, is 
buying the Shoe City name and 44 of its 
out-of-town stores. Sears will retain one 
store and close another 39. Around 650 
people will lose their jobs, though Mr 
James said the structure of the deal meant 
that as many as 1J50 jobs would be saved. 

Mr James has now sold three BSC 
businesses in three weeks — cutting £40 
million from the annual losses of the 
troubled operation that he had hoped to 
sell in one lot. 

It is now expected that the Cable & Co 
chain of 24 upmarket shoe shops will be 


By Jason Nissfi 

sold In January for around £10 mill ion. 
This is the only profitable business within 
BSC. 

“A cynic might say that Cable has 
benefited because it Has had the fewest 
number of bright ideas applied to it.” said 
Mr James. 

The company doctor is currently work¬ 
ing on a deal to save a large part of BSCS 
distribution centre at Braunstone, near 
Leicester, by transferring part of the 
distribution work for the rest of the Sears 
group to the centre. This move may save 
as many as ISO jobs. 

When Mr James, whose previous tasks 
have included the rescues of Danair and 
Eagle Trust, took over at BSC Sears 
provided £150 million to cover the closure 
of its shoe operations, which once .'sold a 
quarter of all shoes in the UK Mr James 


said that the rosts would be pretty much 
in line with this amount. 

SI0Ck exchange. Bretano is one of 
succeaful .uHtan, 

Earlier this month Mr James comnlet- 

edrfte sale of the Dolos chain 

the fashim 5! 

and Electra Fleming, the venture capital- 
®f- “W Shoe Expression 

PtulipGreen, the former chief 
executive of Amber Day, the fashionand 
discount retailer now renamed WEW 
Group. 

Sears shares rose4p to SOhp on the 
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W lwi Lfayds TSB was 
looking at its portfolio 
of factoring mmpp n jes 
7 " and deciding that maybe own¬ 
ing three was a little excessive — 
it was obvious which oik was to 
go. Sir Brian Pitman has spent 
the past decade paring back the 
Llo yds w orldwide network and 
concentrating on dominating the 
British high speeL A comp any 
called International Factors was 

dearly not going to fit in with Sir 

Brian's vision. Booking a £160 
million profit on a business that 
Alex Lawrie, the Lloyds main 
factoring operation, will now 
attack with gusto, sounds hT«» 
sensible business practice. 

But This sale could also in¬ 
dicate a seachange in strategy for 
the bank. Peter Ell wood, the old 
Bardaycard boss, became chief 
executive earlier this year, as Sir 
Brian moved to chair man Not. 
suprisingly, EUwood has t»i»»w 
same time.to start stamping his 
personality on the bank that Sir 
Brian built Like his chairman, 
EUwood is keen to dominate the 
high street, developing a seg¬ 
mented brand approach that 
uses the Lloyds, TSB, Chelten¬ 
ham & Gloucester and Lloyds- 
Abbey life brands to attack the 
customer from all angles. 

But .whereas SirBran’s con¬ 
cept of shrinking abroad and 
getting out of investment bank¬ 
ing enabled Lloyds to avoid the 
problems that plagued other 
high street banks, it has also left 
the group too exposed to an 
over bulked British high street 


Ellwood’s international factor 


pol. 

Wa 


where growth is slowing. 
EUwood realises this and must 


is eomg to oome from at_ w _ 

answer may be to reverse 
Sir Brian's incredible shrinking 
bank strategy. Lloyds has al¬ 
ready signalled that it is keen on 
expanding further in Latin 
America, zn general and Brazil, 
in particular. But this is less of an 
about turn than one might think, 
as Lloyds never really severed 
the omnedfons it built iro in 
Brazil through the Bank erf 
London and South America. 
EHwood may be prepared to take 
Lloyds into uncharted waters. 
The US is probably out of the 
—ion. British banks — with 
of Royal Bank of 
— have ban about as 
well received in that market as 
Genera] Cornwallis in 1776. 
Europe is tempting — the com¬ 
petition Is tough. It would not be 
beyond those clever clogs cm 
Lombard Street to make a con¬ 
tra-cyclical move. 

like Goldman Sadis, EUwood 
might consider that the blood- 
bain in the Ear East has gone 
quite far enough. Goldman is 
considering mopping up prop¬ 
erty loans oy Japanese b anks — 
buying them at a fraction of their 
face value. Lloyds might take the 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


same altitude to banks. But if 
EUwood goes shopping he does 
not have to look far. Standard 
Chartered shares have falle n fay 
more than a third since the Far 
East turmoil started. It is now 
valued at a mere £6.5 billion. If 
Goldman Sachs is right and 
Japan has bottomed, this should 
stabilise the region. Buying Stan¬ 
dard Chartered at these levels 
could be a strategic move by 
EUwood of which Sir Brian 
Pitman would be proud. 

Scrooge earns 
wrath of professions 

T he Treasury's pre-Christ¬ 
mas role as Scrooge has 
culminated in another fur¬ 
tive assault on the middle classes. 
Ministers probably imagine that 
partners in big accountancy and 
law firms, who are being tar¬ 
geted, drive cars that cost more 
man the lifetime savings limit in 
an ISA. In reality, as the Associ¬ 


ation of Chartered Certified 
Accountants quickly claimed “it 
could lead thousands of firms 
into bankruptcy". 

Professional firms, so persua¬ 
sive in such matters, convinced 
the Inland Revenue years ago 
that they should be taxed on cash 
received rather than monies they 
are owed or estimated profits on 
work in progress. As long as 
customers eventually pay, part¬ 
ners are taxed, but much later. 
Now this concession is to be 
withdrawn, producing a one-off 
windfall to the Treasury that 
could be nearly £200 million. In 
future, tax will have to be paid on 
earnings defined by the use of 
accounting standards. 

Public sympathy for Big Six 
accountants, top commercial law 
firms and City surveyors may be 
limited. But most of these do not 
pay tax on a crude cash basis. 
Many account tax on bills sent 
cut and some on a modifed 
accounting basis. And you will 
not be shocked to hear that tax 


partners are already working 
productively yesterday on loop¬ 
holes and palliative schemes. 

The damage will be done at the 
other end of the professional 
ladder. Smaller professional 
firms often have much smaller 
profit margins and find It hard to 
collect bills. So the one-off hit 
could be several times annual 
profits tax. straining already 
strained finances. 

Solicitors and barristers will 
not react kindly to the Lord 
Chancellor’s plan to replace legal 
aid with contingency fees, if they 
are taxed on all the work they do 
in advance. Accountants work¬ 
ing in corporate finance also 
work on a contingency basis, in 
which all or most of their fees 
depend on success in a deal. 

The measure could create 
havoc well beyond professionals. 
Unless micro business is ex¬ 
cluded, many thousands of un¬ 
incorporated firms will be forced 
to have more complex and expen¬ 
sive accounting systems, run by 


outside accountants, to work out 
their tax in the way die Revenue 
now wants to make compulsory. 

You can, at least, rely an the 
professional sections of the mid¬ 
dle classes not to take a windfall 
tax lying down. You can also 
predict who will ultimately pay. 
Expect to be billed for that 
solicitor's letter before it has been 
printed off the word processor. 

Sears needs to 
buck the trend 

I s the tide turning at that 
great destroyer of share¬ 
holder value — Sears? After 
two years of the sort of perfor¬ 
mance which would shame any¬ 
one but Laura Ashley, the latest 
disposal, that of Shoe City, might 
indicate that Sears is close" to 
bottoming out This should co¬ 
incide with the last of the British 
Shoe Corporation, the albatross 
around Sears' neck. 

But it may have more to do 
with the way BSC was dis¬ 
mantled — professionally and by 
someone who knew what he was 
doing. David James has spent 
£150 million to eliminate £40 
million of losses — a price 
earnings ratio of 3.75 if you want 
to look at it that way. In the 


meantime Sears' shares have lost 
nearly half their value. 

Like Stalin's scorched earth 
alley during the Second World 
Var, the Sears retreat from 
Leicester has been painful but 
successful. However, a great deal 
depends on how Sears builds 
from its new narrow base of 
Selfridges and a couple of fash¬ 
ion chains. The most important 
factor will be the growth of 
Selfridges, for which a large 
expansion of the Oxford Street 
store and a couple of out-of-town 
stores is planned. 

The nearest equivalent of 
Selfridges, Harvey Nichols, has 
hardly been sparkling recently. 
The next nearest performer. 
House of Fraser, has been down¬ 
right dreaful, though it might be 
on a recovery path. Sears needs 
to show it can buck die trend. But 
on past performance this might 
manifest itself as "anything you 
can do. 1 can do worse". 

Gift wrapped 

LOOKING for a last-minute gift 
for your husband or wife? Try 
some bombed-out shares in your 
own company. Directors of 
Ionica, the radio-based phone 
service whose shares plunged 
from a 390p launch to a 58 4 p 
low on software problems, 
bought 90,000at 84p. as part of a 
programme in which employees 
vacuumed up 250,000. Hours 
later, they snow a 10 per cent 
profit. But remember, shares are 
not just for Christmas. 
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Game on: Roy Howefl. who wfll remain as- managing director of Maygay. left, and Rupert Lyle, of 3i, yesterday 
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to top explosives league 


By George Sivell 
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ICI Australia is to buy the 
explosives business of its for¬ 
mer parent in Britain for 
A$570 million (£229 million). 
The deal will make ICI Aus¬ 
tralia the world’s largest sup¬ 
plier of explosives, with a 
market share of 20 per cent 
ICI has now made £1.5 
billion of disposals since the 
£4.7 billion purchase of 
Unilever'S special - chemicals 
.business last summer. The 
I ; latest deal, described by ICI 
'Australia as a “competitive 
auction process", includes ex¬ 
plosives operations in Cana¬ 
da, Latin America and Europe 
as well as the American distri¬ 
bution business: 

In Britain. ICI said the 


disposal of its explosives busi¬ 
ness would give rise to a pre¬ 
tax exceptional gain of £85 
million. Id's European explo¬ 
sives operations are based in 
Wigan, Greater Manchester, 
and employ Z700 in Europe. 

ICI expects the deal to help 
earnings and intends to use 
the proceeds to reduce group 
borrowings. The explosives 
arm had estimated sales of 
US$500 rmllkxv (£299 mfilian) 
titis year and trading profit of 
$20 million ($3 minion), on net 
assetsof$295 mOlion. 

ICI Australia is to be re¬ 
named Orica in February 
after becoming an indepen¬ 
dent company this year when 
ICI sold its majority 62.4 per 


cent stake. ICI Australia ex¬ 
pects big cost savings. Philip 
Weickhardt, managing direc¬ 
tor. said the savings would 
run to tens of millions of 
Australian dollars. 

He expected the newly ex¬ 
panded explosives business to 
generate double-digit profit 
returns before interest and 
tax. The business generated a 
return of 19 per cent in the year 
to September 30. though oper¬ 
ations in Canada, Latin Amer¬ 
ica and Europe, and the 
distribution business in the 
United States, generate a 
much lower return. 

The newly-acquired opera¬ 
tion is less exposed to to gold 
mining than ICI Australians 


existing domstic business is. 
The company is concerned 
about the impact of a sharply 
lower gold price on mining 
and exploration activity, Mr 
Weickhardt said. The ac¬ 
quired operations mainly sup¬ 
ply coal mines. 

Cost savings will be gener¬ 
ated from economies of scale 
and synergies between opera¬ 
tions. 

Ifeter Clinch, the former ICI 
Australia executive who has 
been managing the global 
explosives business of ICI, will 
head the expanded ICI Austra¬ 
lia explosives business. The 
acquisition is due to be com¬ 
pleted early next year. 

ICI shares rose bp to 923p. 
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Accountants fear tax will push 
small firms into bankruptcy 
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PLANS by the Government to 
impose a "windfall tax" on 
professional partnerships 
could .push thousands of 
smaller -firms into bankrupt- 
. cy, it wasdaimed yesterday. 
f ' l The Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (ACCA) 
said withdrawing the "cash 
basis" Of fina ncial reporting 
was “unfair and unjust" and 
constituted an assault on all 
unincoiparated businesses. 

Coapeii & Lybrand esti- 


By Jon Ashworth 

mates that a one-off “calching- 
up charge" imposed on part¬ 
nerships could net up to £200 
million for the Treasury. The 
Government insists the move 
is about “levelling the playing 
field" and removing unfair tax 
advantages. 

ACCA said the proposed 
changes ran contrary to every¬ 
thing that has been said about 
lightening the burden on 
small businesses. Mavis Sar¬ 
gent. chairman of ACCA^s 


taxation committee, said 
many businesses could face 
bankruptcy. Some firms 
would experience a double hit 
because not oily would the 
earnings basis be changed, 
but work in progress would no 
longer be eligible for treat¬ 
ment on a cash basis. 

Sue Chism an. a partner in 
the professional business 
group at KPMG, said small 
firms would be particularly 
hard hit. 
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Ionica staff buy ‘low shares’ 


By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 


DIRECTORS and staff of 
Ionica, the beleaguered tele- 
commuaicatjons'group, haw 
bee* 1 haying up snares in the 
cuui^sihy because they believe 
^^nentjBTce is too low. 

The share price of Ionica. 
which spedaEses in tdecom- 
mumcations for the residen- 
' fad market . using radio, 
reached a 421p high after its 
flotation lfafa year. The com¬ 
pany test 40 oer cent of its 


share value in November 
after a warning that it was 
suffering from software de¬ 
lays and resulting capacity 
problems. The shares have 
dipped as low as 57bp but 
have since been climbi ng. 

Michael Biden. the former 
senior executive at BT who 
became lonica's chief operat¬ 
ing officer last month, bought 
_ together with his wife — a 
total of 68257 shares in Ionica 


at 84p. John Edwards; 
Ionka's finance director, has 
bought 22^00 shares, also at 
84p. taking his stake to 34J307 
shares. Individual employees 
have also bought shares, the 
total coming to over250,000. 

Coiifl CaldwriL company 
secretary, said yesterday: “The 
employees think the market 
has gone completely mad and 
they are filling their boots.* 
The shares rose lip to 98bp. 


Henlys in 
£21m bus 
takeover 

By Our City Sr aff 

HENLYS. the UK bus and 
coach builder, and Volvo, the 
Swedish auto manufacturer, 
are expanding their joint oper¬ 
ations in North America with 
a £21 million takeover. 

Prevost. their jointly-owned 
Canadian coach builder, is 
buying Nova Bus Corpora¬ 
tion, the biggest manufacturer 
of city buses in Canada and 

the US. Based in Montreal. 
Nova Bus has a 30 per cent 
share of its market with 
factories in Montreal, New 
Mexico and New York State 
employing 1,700 people. 

In 1996 it sold 1.380 buses. It 
made a pre-tax loss of £21 
million cm sales of £193 million 
in 1996, but a change in 
product at Montreal led to a 
pre-tax profit Df £3.9 million 
on sales of £147.7 million jn the 
10 months to October 31. 

Prevost was bought by 
Volvo and Henlys in 1995. 
Earlier this year Henlys, 
which has UK factories in 
Scarborough, where it makes 
Plaxton coaches, and Wigan, 
where its Northern Counties 
subsidiary makes buses, sold 
its motor dealerships. 


European Leisure 
sells gaming arm 


By Dominic Walsh 


EUROPEAN LEISURE the 
sports bars and discotheques 
group, is to sell its Maygay 
amusement machines busi¬ 
ness for £165 million to a 
group of institutional inves¬ 
tors led by 3i. the venture 
capital group, and existing 
management 

Maygay, the UK's second 
largest manufacturer of gam¬ 
ing machines, achieved 
record results in the year to 
June 30, raising operating 
profits 70 per cent to £4.1 
million, on turnover of £29 
million, although this year’s 
results are not expected to be 
as good. 

Patrick Hooper, finance di¬ 
rector of European Leisure; 
said it was this volatility that 
had persuaded the group to 
sell Maygay. He added: “In 
this business, you're only as 
good as the last machine 
you've produced. If you pro¬ 


duce a good machine which 
the big brewers want, you 
have a period of success, but if 
you don't then things aren't so 
good." He said Maygay*s 
market share had fluctuated 
between 16 and 26 per cent 
from one year to the next 
Mr Hooper said the pro¬ 
ceeds from the sale, which is 
conditional on shareholder 
approval, would be invested 
in expanding the group's 
sports bars and discotheques 
businesses, where growth was 
more consistent European 
Leisure will book a profit of 
about £10 million on the deal 
The institutional investors 
have put up total funding of 
£20.5 million, with 3i’s 
Birmingham office providing 
■ about £10 minion. Roy How¬ 
ell, whose father founded the 
business in 1968, will continue 
as managing director of 
Maygay. 


Jacques Vert set 
to resume dealing 


By Dominic Walsh 


SHARE-DEALING in 
Jacques Vert the troubled 
women’s wear retailer, looks 
set to be reactivated within 
weeks after yesterday's an¬ 
nouncement of a wide-ranging 
reorganisation and the exten¬ 
sion of its banking facilities. 

The group, whose shares 
were suspended at 21 bp last 
month in the wake of its fifth 
profit warning in two years, is 
to dose the Jacques Vert 
wholesale business in a bid to 
cut costs and streamline oper¬ 
ations. It is also selling its 
Grace Collection, a range 
aimed at a younger market, 
for £1.6 million to a manage¬ 
ment buy-in team. 

Btil Reid, chairman, said the 
group had withdrawn from all 
but eight of its 32 House of 
Fraser outlets, but had agreed 
10 new concessions within 
other retailers and further 
sites were under discussion. 


His comments came as he 
unveiled losses before excep¬ 
tional items, interest and tax 
more than doubled to £6.8 
million in the 53 weeks ended 
May 3. Exceptional costs con¬ 
nected with the restructuring 
took pre-tax losses to EQ_5 
million compared to a loss last 
time of £5 million. 

Earlier in the year its manu¬ 
facturing plant in Washing¬ 
ton, Tyne & Wear, was dosed. 
The shares were suspended 
after it became apparent the 
company was likely to breach 
its banking facility limiL 
Midland Bank has increased 
its overdraft facility from E7.5 
million to E8 million, while 
Littlewoods. which acquired a 
29.9 per cent stake in Jacques 
Vert in January, has agreed a 
short-term loan of £500,000 
until the end of April. _ 

Tempos, page 22 
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Blue Circle wins prized 
place in top 100 stocks 
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THE sudden death shoot-out 
between potential blue chips 
for the honoured place avail¬ 
able in the exclusive top 100 
club was a short-lived affair 
from which only one winner 
couid have emerged. 

It was made possible by the 
impromptu departure of Mer¬ 
cury Asset Management on 
Monday, after probably the 
shortest elevation to the top 
rank on record and coming 
just hours before Merrill 
Lynch’s 0.1 billion bid for 

MAM went unconditional. 

Last night it emerged that 
the much-prized place had 
gone to Bine Circle Indus¬ 
tries, up I7p at 332p. which 
had been among those relegat¬ 
ed on Monday, along with 
RMC Group. 5'zp better at 
852p. and TI Group. 15‘ip 
stronger at 4b7p. after the 
quarterly shake-up. They had 
made way for MAM. British 
Energy, down lOp at 4I7p. and 
Amvescap. 2p furrier at 487p. 

Yesterday's aspirants were 
joined by fresh blood in the 
shape of South era Electric 
up S 1 2 p at 506p, and Compass 
Group. 5p lighter at 724p. At 
least three of the companies, 
Blue Circle. Compass and 
Southern, boast price tags of 
£18 billion, or more. 

Share prices generally 
dosed just below their best 
levels of the day with the FTSE 
100 index ending 31.6 up at 
5.049.S. It was a solid perfor¬ 
mance. given the heavy over¬ 
night losses in Seoul and the 
opening falls on Wall Street. 

The equity market was un¬ 
derpinned by a positive perfor¬ 
mance from the bond market 
which, in turn, drew strength 
from the latest trade figures 
showing the problems being 
faced by exporters because of 
the strong pound. 

Brokers hope it will be 
enough to convince the Bank 
of England that another rise in 
interest rates will not be 
needed. There have been five 
rate rises since May. 

liqydsTSB stood out with a 
jump of 25p at 76!p after the 
group disposed of its Interna¬ 
tional Factors to Bank of New 
York in the US. The deal is 
expected to lead to a pre-tax 
profit gain of E160 million. 

Fears of increased competi¬ 
tion left Cadbury Schweppes 
nursing a fall of 6‘ 2 p at 612* 2 p. 
The group was left pondering 
news of rival Coca-Cola's ac¬ 
quisition of Orangina. Bro¬ 
kers say it could put increased 
pressure on its own Sunkist 
brand. NatWest Markets, the 
broker, is said to be taking an 






Daniel Thorn, left and Gary Conway^ holders of almost 
60 per cent of newcomer Optopiast. which gained I4p 

inc reas ingly bearish view of stake In Franca is du Radio¬ 
events at Cadbury. Only last telephone, from 16.1 per cent to 
week the company's own bro- 20 per cent, 
ker downgraded its profit The terms from Loyalty 
forecast for 1997. from £580 Management Holdings 
million to E570 million, after a boosted First Call 3*4p to lOp. 
series of rather dull City LMH, which created the Air 
presentations. Miles promotion scheme for 

Vodafone, die mobile British Airways, is offering 
phone operator, was another 10* 4p, valuing the ticket a gen- 
firm market adding 12‘ip to cy at £7.35 million. It wants the 
450 ‘ 2 p after increasing its business in order to set up a 
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FIVE rate rises since May 
have had the desired effect 
and taken their toll of the 
housing market 

In its latest survey, the 
Royal Institution of Char¬ 
tered Surveyors confirmed 
that there had indeed been 
a considerable slowdown 
in house price rises yearon- 
year. The number of sur¬ 
veyors reporting price rises 
had more than halved on a 
year previous. 

London and the South 
East appear to have been 
worst affected with rises in 
London dropping below 10 
per cent, compared with 
gains of almost 40 per cent 


in other areas of the 
country. 

RICS warned that a fur¬ 
ther decline may be inevita¬ 
ble, with the full impact of 
those rate rises still to be 
felt as many fixed rate 
home loans are not op for 
renewal until next month. 

The housebuilders reluc¬ 
tantly took the news on 
board with share prices 
coining failing in a rising 
market There were losses 
recorded in Barratt Devel¬ 
opments, 24p lighter at 
230p. John Laing ‘A’ 3p to 
330*zp, Persimmon Zhp to 
185p, and George Wimpey 
6p to 9Sp. 


loyalty points programme of¬ 
fering discounted tickets for 
leisure events. 

Any fears for the future that 
directors of lonka may have 
were bang carefully hidden 
yesterday as two of them went 
on a spending spree, splash¬ 
ing out £76,235 by snapping 
up a total of 90,757 shares. 

Michael Biden, chief operat¬ 
ing Officer, has bought 68JZ57 
shares at 84p, while John 
Edwards, finance director, 
has bought 22^00. Just five 
months ago Ionica was floated 
at 390p, but plunged after 
interim results showed pre-tax 
losses growing at the telecoms 
group to £77 million. 

First-time dealings in 
Optopiast. makers of optical 
accessories, sot off to a confi¬ 
dent start after a placing by 
Williams de Broe, the broker, 
at 128p. The price started life at 
137‘ap before closing at its best 
of the day with a rise of 14p at 
]42p. Brian Conway and Dan¬ 
iel Thom, joint chief execu¬ 
tives, hold almost 60 per cent 
of the company between them- 

Scotia Holdings continued 
to lose ground after the 
rejection of its Tarabetic drug 
for the treatment of diabetic 
neuropathy by the Medicines 
Control Agency. The price 
settled a further 5p lower at 
260p, making a two-day loss of 
57 f 2p. Biocompatibles 
dropped another 30p to 427 1 ip 
in the wake of this week's 
profits warning. 

A sharp drop in the tin price 
cm the London Metal Ex¬ 
change left a dent in Petoling 
Tin, down lOp at 30p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: The latest 
trade figures provided an un¬ 
expected book to the bond 
market, enabling it to outper¬ 
form rival European markets. 

Britain’s exporters are dear¬ 
ly suffering from the strong 
pound. It is hoped this may be 
enough to deter Eddie George, 
Governor of die Bank of 
England, from raising rates 
yet again. 

In die future pit die March 
series of the long pit was 
unchanged at £121 7 i6 in mod¬ 
erate trading. 

Among conventional issues. 
Treasury 8 per cent 20ZI dosed 
£*’32 better at £122 7 32, while 
Treasury 7 per cent 2002 
finished £*« firmer at £10Z*3*. 

□ NEW YORK: Stocks were 
milted at midday, holding 
fairfy steady despite another 
panicky sell-off in South Ko¬ 
rea. The Dow Janes industrial 
average was down 12.95 at 
7.806.36, after slipping nearly 
60 points in early trading. 
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Fag end for BAT 


HAVING chosen to expose its; insurance 
business to the bracing’ wind of die stock 
market, BAT couid hardty complain whenthe 
same market rerated its merge? partner, 
Zurich, while downgrading BAT. Since the 
deal was first mooted eariy lit October, Zurich 
shares have gained more than 12 per cent 
while BAT has. slipped back two- points, 
enough jeason to reset the merger terms. _ 

Some investors complain that a tie-up with 
Zurich makes no sense as Zurich has noTJK 
operations, therefore no cost savings to be ■ 
gained. But.ZhzvJrt deal is.fte only offer on 
the table, and'BAT investors geta stake ui a- 
vastly superior operation, with more embed¬ 
ded value per share and ihedoiit to do more 
deals. 

More worrying are concerns over the long- _ 
hoped-for reratihg of BATS soon-tobe liberat- 


ed toljacco arm. Ontherw^ terms. BAT 
financial services is worth ™ 

billioh market value °I T Z ^ 

. billion. At the current BAT share 
leaves the tobacco business valued ata mere 
frre tones operating profits 
multiples ofeight tons for nvals such as 
Philip Morris and Gallaher, _ , .. 

- There are a multitude of excusesjor tire 
discount UStobacco Utigation^benT^themaw 
depressing factor, but Huhp 
been, so punished. Yet it seems vmlUcely-that 
BAT shares will rebound when the demerger 
is completed. If there is to be a reratmjj, n 
could take another year and m the meantime,. 
BAT could be.tempted to bid for a UK tom, 
such as Imperial or Gallaher, and complete 
Its portfolio. BAT is undervalued but could 
r emain so for-some lime y&- 


Mid-cap stocks 

ONE puzzle faring investors 
next year will be whether tbe 

FTSE 100 index blue chips 
continue to outperform mad 
and small capitalisation 
stories. The superb perfor¬ 
mance offinancial, pharma- 
ceu tical a nd ofl stocks ettnsed 
the FTSE 100 to rise more 
than 18 per cent over the past 

year but more cyclical mid¬ 
dle-ranking ' industrial 
shares left the mid-cap index 
with a sluggish increase of 
only 5 per coil . 

The FTSE- WO; index 
decoupled from the nud-250 
stocks in the bade end-oflast -■ 
year and in doing te was a 
late follower.of trends'ui- 
bigger markets, such as the 
top 50 stories in New York: 
and Tokyo. Large UqtM. 
stocks, such as IloydsTSB 
arid Zeneca, attract interna¬ 
tional Junds in the way-that' 
small domestic saam^actat^ 


Reddtt& ^ : .v 

Cotman ;: s 

RECjaTT & Colman is buy^ 
ing four AiDericanbrandsfor. 
about ten times their profits; 
a deal thar looks...good: 
value,but a doser examina- - 
tion gives’ some dues as to 
why theyarecheap. 

- ifor a start, only two of the 
four brands meet Redon's 
criterion, that" acquisitions 
have leading or number two 
market , shares- 'One of the; 
brands. Glass iPlus, has a* 
marker share of‘just 10-per 
cent compared' With ibe 55 
per cent share of the market . 
leaden; Only one of the' 
brands. Spray ia Wa^u al¬ 
ready provides "the sort of 
margins Reddtt needs. 

Reddtt, whose stable al¬ 
ready boasts Harpic and 
Lemsip. argues that yester¬ 
day^ acquisitions are useful 
infills and will benefit from 
Reddtt's marketing dput 
But that takes time. 

There is . also a question, 
mark over its .decision to 


ers cannot True to the Value- 
driVfcn principles-of certain.- 

fizrids have remamied under¬ 
weight in financfals and 
pharmaceuticals and adopt-.- 
ed agressnfo : positions in 
industrials to their cost 
The question.is whether 
doe weight of international 
(read American! money will 
continue-to flow into UK 


blue chips. Tiering asset 
- deflation in Asia, US inves¬ 
tors need a home for their 
foreign investment aUoca- 
tioft Europe is an obvious 
alternative and the UK offers 
tile most liquid market in 
which to Invest Hie chances 
are US funds wiD continue to 
buy the FTSE 100 index and 
the mid-caps will have to 
work banl to outeh up. 


SMALL IS NOT BEAUTBUL 


FISE100 1 
prideindex( 


FTSE-MW 250 
pricekKtot .debased) 


Jan . Fett Man Apr Way Jun Jul-.Aug S6p Oct. Nw Dec 


spend in Nortii America 
where, Europe, growth 
is Iks than 2 per .cent . As 
Reddtt bas set itself a sales 
growth target oF5-6 per cent; 
. it' will need to substantially 
outperform.. With coinp«i- 
tkm from Procter & Gamble 
and S.C. JohiKoa,- which is 
'^effing , the four brands. : the 
odds look poor. "i"-'.? 

Reddtt might -do better 
pkja^mg its Htoney mto 
jeraergitig mfokris jalfoou^i 
foe generri ■ jmaMSe affecting 
co mpanies with an Asian 
^presence has affected Reddfft 
•• own sham. They have slowed 
afterarising from less than 
:700p at the begDming of.foe 
' year. Yesterday^ ckwe ' bf 
90^>i up, 4n .wi. the,?dey? is 
aboutrightforfoe time being. 

Shell 

HAVING derided its course. 
Shell fa not easily deterred. 
The company is said to be ne¬ 
gotiating the acquisition of 
Hanwha Energy, a Korean oil 
refiner whose parmtfaas been 
caught up in" foci, recent finan^ 


cial turmoil. Unlike some 
American rivals which have 
. abandanedrefinmg-— Unocal 
. recently sold its operations to' 
V ToscoShett wants to con- 

- solidate its position in tills 

’ tttHjOtfedindiBftry ^securing" 

: eamomies of scale. ' . 

, ThatmeaiK obtaining Iead- 
' ing inrnket shares or divest- 
ing. Yesterday, the US' com- 
. , petition authorities gave the 
’ • green light to a joint venture 
-whh Texaco and Saudi Aram-, 
ca merging their downstream 
operations. In Korea, the com- 
pany has an opportunity to se- 
' aire ia position in a huge 
' market with littieforeign com¬ 
petition. Vertical integration 
is unfashionable but it fa at 
the. core , of SheiTs, strategy, 
hence its nrvestment of several 
hundred million dollars in a 
power station joint venture 
with Bechtel And it is right to 
do so; dealing in a volatile 
commodity, it cannot afford to 
distant^ itself from customers 
and give away margin. It is a 

- strategy worth backing. 

Edited by Carl Mortished 
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T he fire sale of Asia has 
begun. Goldman Sachs is 
today reported to be prepar¬ 
es to spend $4 billion (£14 
bufion) on buying up bundles of 
asset-backed loans from stricken 
Japanese banks, the equivalent of 
one eighth of all Japan’s M 
loans. Other American investment 
banks, who learnt the art of 
buying and repackaging bad 
loans during the Latin American 
<Hk crisis of the 1980s. will surely 
foliow. These forays are the very 
eariy signs of an American take¬ 
over of Asa’s financial and bank¬ 
ing sectors, aided and abetted by 
the International Monetary Fond. 

It is too easy to accuse the IMF 
of incompetence in its handling of 
■the Asian crisis. Its critics charge 
that die IMPS imposition of a 
monetary squeeze on Asian econo¬ 
mies is inappropriate for what is 
essentially a crisis of bad debt 
High interest rates virtually en¬ 
sure that a large pr op o rti on of 
Asia's financial institutions wffl 



cages Asian tigers in IMF trap 


go to the wafl, they waE Surety 
the IMF most see that identikit 
austerity pac k a g es imposed on the 
fiscally profligate in' the develop¬ 
ing world are not appropriate for 
Asia? These charges are perfectly 
valid but miss the point Even the 
IMF could not gia its diagnosis 
and treatment this badly wrong by 
mistake, It is bard to avoid the 
conclusion that its “baflkmt" of 
Asia amounts to a deliberate 
policy erf laying the region open to 
takeover by foreign interests. 

The IMF knows very well that 
die American banking system was 
saved and mused back to health 
after the 1987 stock market crash 
because die US Federal Reserve 

pumped masses of liquidity into 
tbe economy' and kept interest 
Tales low for a long time. It is no 
mistake that die very opposite is 


being imposed on Asia. At the 
same time as the IMF is ensuring 
a brutal shake-out of Asian finan¬ 
cial institutions, it is demanding 
that Asian governments open 
their financial markets to foreign 
investment at their point of maxi¬ 
mum vulnerability .and when 
assets are cheapest. 

Lest anyone dismiss this as a 
silly conspiracy theory, just re¬ 
member the speech that Mickey 
Kantor. former US Commerce 
Secretary, made to the Confedera¬ 
tion of British Industry this 
mouth. He told his audience that 
tbe troubles of the “tiger'* econo¬ 
mies should be seized as a golden 
opportunity for the West to reas¬ 
sert its commensal int erests . 
When countries seek help from 
the IMF, he said. America and 
Europe should use the IMF as a 
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battering ram to gain advantage. 

The pact that Asian govern¬ 
ments have made with the IMF is 
positively Faustian. They get bil¬ 
lions of dollars in the short-term 
but lose control of their destinies. 
The “tigers" will emerge tom the 
current crisis dedawed and 
owned by the WesL 

The IMF may genuinely believe 


that West is best and that Japan 
and South Korea will end up with 
a sound financial system much 
more quickly if their banks are 
run by Goldman Sachs or 
Citicorp. But there is still some¬ 
thing faintly obscene in the way 
that western comm era al interests 
always appear to profit from 
other's misfortunes (and avoid 
paying for their own mistakes in 
the case of US banks who leant so 
wildly in Latin America). 

Whal is happening to Asia is 
eerily reminiscent of what hap¬ 
pened to East Germany when the 
Berlin Wail came down. An 
entirely inappropriate macroeco¬ 
nomic policy — monetary union 
between the deutschemaik and 
the ostmark — ensured that every 
East German firm was rendered 
instantaneously uncompetitive 


and went bankrupt The 
Treuhand was set up, took over 
East Germany's assets and sold 
them off cheap. East Germany 
was bought and sold in little more 
than two years. The price of 
agreeing to the hostile takeover, 
which came to be known as the 
second anschluss, was an influx of 
MacDonald’s drive-ins and Volks¬ 
wagen dealerships. 

Perhaps the saddest group in 
East Beilin after unification was 
an association of entrepreneurs. 
Many of them had been impris¬ 
oned by the Communist regime 
for daring to embrace capitalism 
and, when the wall came down, 
they thought that their day had 
come. Many of them set up small 
businesses, only to find them¬ 
selves the takeover targets of west 
German companies. One entre¬ 


preneur was literally driven out of 
business by a west Goman firm 
that wanted to buy him out his 
delivery trucks kept bring shunted 
off the road by his white knighL 
Many members of his association 
committed suicide. 

East Germany’s roads became 
notorious for “road rage" inci¬ 
dents. There was an astonishing 
explosion in car crash statistics, 
explained largely by the fury of 
west German drivers of fast 
Mercedes and Audis at being held 
up by dawdling Trabants. 

East Germans were dismissed 
as country bumpkins by their rich 
cousins. The peoples of Asia are 
similarly being written off by 
triumphalist voices in the West 
The Asian model of economic 
development may be undergoing 
an unforgiving reassessment but 
the western model of capitalism Is 
distastefully arrogant and sneer¬ 
ing . The Asian economies may 
come to regret taking the IMF's 
billions. 
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Exports’ puzzling resilience to 
strong pound may soon fade 






Trade figures 
are at odds 
with corporate 
tales of woe, 
says Alasdair 
Murray 
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or Britain’s exporters, 
1997 has been marked 
by the return of the 
strong pound. Al¬ 
though sterling is now off the 
peaks readied in August, the 
pound stLU hovers uncomfort¬ 
ably dose to DM3 — around 
20 per cent higher thanwhen 
it began its surge in late 1996. 

I While policymakers, includ¬ 
ing the Bank of England and 
the Chancellor, have paid lip 
service to tike damage the 
pound can wreak on British 
1 manufacturing, they appear at 
ja loss to explain why it has. 
iieachedsudi heights when the 
; standard estimates of fair 
Value suggest sterling should 
only be around DM2.50. 

'! Reports erf the harm done to 
the export sector have been 
, legion in recent months. UK 
ISteePfirms recently gavewarri- 
; mg that they have tost around 
£1 billion in orders in thejxast 
55 months. British Steel itself, 
has seat profits slump by 
.about 45 per cent and is . 
; expecting to shed around 
>2.000 jobs to make up lost 
ground Companies nuking 
!from ICI to Diageo have 
catalogued sterling travails. 
.Studies .of the export sector, 
!such as the. CBI industrial 
.trends survey, have shown 
torder books'at their lowest 
‘level for five years. 

• However, for all the evi¬ 
dence of damage at corporate 
level, there has -been little sign 
until recentiy of the" pound 
prompting a marked deterio¬ 
ration in the official trade 
statistics^ The monthly trade 
figures have consistent^ 
shown only a modest deficit, 
and export volumes have actu¬ 
ally risen in1997, in contrast to 
1988, when the current account 
deficftlraltooned to 6 per oent. 
Indeed, the official , data has - 
appearcd so much .at odds 
with other sources that sane 
economists have called into 
question the accuracy of the 
statistics,The trade figures 
haw bear/prone to revisions 
since shifting from using cus¬ 
toms infonnation to VAT re¬ 
turns, and Nick Vaughan, UK 
economist with Barclays Capi¬ 
tal. believes that the most 



Exports may have risen because world trade growth outweighs exchange-rale effects, according to one theory 


recent data is set for a “signifi¬ 
cant revirion". He says: "All 
the other evidence is bad, so 
we can’t see why export vol¬ 
umes are apparently still en¬ 
joying strong growth." 

This discrepancy in data has 
ted even the Bank of England to 
admit that it finds die relative 
strength of exports in the face of 

theory, a sltaiptocrease in cur- 
rerayvalue should lead to what 
economists term the “J curve" 
effec t —a brief improvement in 
the nation's trade balance as 
the country benefits from 
cheaper import prices, followed 
by a sharp deterioration as 
oports begin to struggle and 
importers grab an increasing 
share of the domestic market 

The Bank's analysis is that 
export volumes have been 
relatively protected so far 
because companies have re¬ 
sponded to the high pound by 
shifting their markets to re¬ 
gions where its rise has been 
less pronounced. Sterling's 
climb has been concentrated 
against European currencies 
and has been much less 
marked against tbe US dollar 
and the myriad currencies that 
trade the greenback — at 
around 7 per cent, compared 
with 20 per cent in . Europe. 
E xamination of trade data 


shows that export volume 
growth has been especially 
strong in the US and histori¬ 
cally smaller markets such as 
tire Opec countries, Latin 
America and Eastern Europe. 
In contrast, export volumes to 
Germany have slipped. 

There is plenty of evidence 
at corporate level that even rel¬ 
atively small exporters are 
working hard to find new 
markets. The House of Darts 
is a darts manufacturer that 
exports 97 per cent of its 
products. Eddie Norman, a 


ly. ICI, for example, expects a 7 
per cent drop in turnover this 
year because of the strong 
pound. Chris Vallance, corpo¬ 
rate treasurer, says that the 
chemical giant cannot easily 
shift markets “because our 
product is not an opportunistic 
commodity". 

The data itself, also indi¬ 
cates another flaw in the alter¬ 
native market thesis. Export 
volumes have also risen 
strongly in countries such as 
The Netherlands, Spain and 
Italy where the pound has hit 


. 6 We are not suffering... we 
tried harder to find new orders 9 


rer in the firm, says that it 
worked hard at finding 
new markets, especially in 
South-East Asia while orders 
from Germany—its market— 
have declined. Mr Norman 
adds: “We are not suffering 
overall as a business because 
we have tried harder to find 
new orders, even in Europe, 
and increased our range of 
specialist products." 

• However, as the Bank ad¬ 
mits, there are limitations to 
this thesis. Not all companies 
can shift their markets quick- 


levels as high as those against 
the German mark. The experi¬ 
ence in these markets points to 
another possible explanation 
for the relative resilience of 
UK exports in the past year — 
global expansion in demand. 
The Bank of England esti¬ 
mates that domestic demand 
in the world's six largest 
economies has risen by 22 per 
cent in 1997. compared with 1.8 
per cent the previous year. 

Analysis by the economics 
team at Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter suggests that world 


trade growth has a much 
greater and more immediate 
impact on UK export growth 
than exchange rate move¬ 
ments. As a result Brirain has 
continued to experience export 
growth this year, although it is 
probably losing market share. 
In contrast, two years ago — 
when the pound was weak but 
so was global growth — the 
UK won a greater share of the 
export market. The currency- 
sensitive UK machine-tool 
manufacturing sector, for in¬ 
stance, is predicting that the 
value of exports will rise mar¬ 
ginally next year because of 
improved growth in Europe— 
but will stay below 1996 levels. 
In short, the strong pound is 
prompting an export slow¬ 
down. rattier than a slump. 

However, the Morgan Stan¬ 
ley analysis also points to a 
second important reason for 
the absence of sharp deteriora¬ 
tion in the trade figures — the 
time lag before a strong curren¬ 
cy begins to bite. The Morgan 
Stanley assessment suggests 
that it takes six quarters for the 
full impact of the rise in the real 
exchange rate co show through, 
so the first quarter of I99S could 
see a sharp widening in the 
trade balance. 

There are some sound prac¬ 
tical reasons for believing that 


there is a long lag between a 
surge in the currency and an 
export slowdown. Many com¬ 
panies have a long lead rime 
for export orders, which can 
appear in the trade data up to 
a year after a deal was struck. 
Big companies are also able to 
seek some protection from 
currency hedging. ICI. for 
instance, has been able to 
restrict export damage by 
hedging the forward costs of 
orders. Exporters have also 
been able to withstand some of 
the pressure on sales by cut¬ 
ting their profit margins. Alter 
the 1992 devaluation, the UK 
export sector enjoyed a huge 
expansion in margins that has 
left a buffer in the past year. 

Importers also seen bound 
by this time lag. and some 
may only now be enjoying the 
chance to cut prices and 
increase margins. Jon Culver- 
house, managing director of 
Fantastic Fireworks, a 
London business relying 
heavily on imported products, 
says the company operates on 
a 12-month lead time to try to 
prevent being caught out by 
fluctuations in the pound. “We 
do not really expect to see the 
impact from the pound for 
another 12 months." he says. 

However, most economists 
believe that the short term 
ploys that companies can use 
to guard against a rise in the 
pound are now unwinding 
and that a growing deficit is 
likely to emerge in the next 
few months. The most recent 
trade data, has hinted at a 
slowdown in export volumes. 

Import data is also pointing 
to a gradual deterioration in 
the deficir. Ffeter Warburton. 
UK economist with Robert 
Fleming Securities, estimates 
that the index of -import 
volumes has jumped by near¬ 
ly 19 per cent since early 1995 
and that the visible trade 
deficit is set to climb from £11 
billion this year to £21 billion 
next year — knocking around 
1 per cent off growth in gross 
domestic product 

If global markets can still 
manage to achieve another 
healthy year of growth, in 
spite of the troubles in the Far 
East. Britain's export sector 
may still escape the worst 
impact of the strong pound. 
However, the evidence sug¬ 
gests that the real pain of 
sterling's surge may become 
apparent in the wider econo¬ 
my in 19%. The only solace for 
Britain's struggling exporters 
is thar a serious widening of 
the deficit might just persuade 
the Bank of England later in 
the year to lower interest rates 
— ai last easing the pressure 
on the pound. 


End of dust-up? 






IT IS just possible that one of our 
Icmgest-nnming corporate feuds. 
might be heading for a do&e. I 
hesitate to-approach the matter of 
James Dyson mid Antway. tfie Amer¬ 
ican corporation, not because the 
story Is so com plicated that few can 
fathom ft. fait because any mention 
in the press seems to stir up fresh 
trouble. Dyson strikes me as a decent 
sort of cha p , and he doesn't need it 
But'jus company, which makes 
that super-vacuum cleaner, has just 



taken out advertisements in The 
Times and another paper expressing 
regret for statements made about 
Arnway several years ago. Dyson’s 
quarrel with the Americans dates 
from the arrival in the late 1980s of a 
machine they made thar seemed 
rather too similar to his. A legal 
action was settled, and the courts 
never found any patent infringement 
Yet two documents issued by Dyson 
suggested they had. Which meant 
another US court action, this tune 
initiated by Arnway, and yesterday's 
apology. Hie case continues but, 
Dyson’s office tells me, "I think we 
are getting nearer. We're hopefuL" 



Christmas rush and has snapped up 
some “unofficial" Spice Girts dolls 
and is selling them in Oxford Street 
at £20 a set — a fifth of the planned 
official price. Unofficial, because 
while there is no mention of the fab 
five, the likenesses are pretty obvious. 
And the dolls are walking off the 
shelves. 

So if enough imposters end up in 
Christmas stockings tonight, the gen¬ 
uine article might not be so popular 
when it finally arrives. Or worse still, 
the cult could be as dead as Power 
Rangers. Leaving the Character 
Group with E10 million of unwanted 
stock. That's showbiz. 


Inns and outs 

A SEASONAL sign of the times to 
send you on your way, and I can 
vouch for the accuracy of this one. 
The scene is a school nativity play. 
Three tiny tots are on stage, lisps Jo¬ 
seph: "Can weeome in. for we are far 
from home and very tired?" The inn¬ 
keeper points to Maty. "She can 
come in, but you can get lost. I want¬ 
ed to be Joseph." 

Only he didn't say “get lost’’. 
Happy Christmas to you all. 

Martin Waller 


Branston pickle 


Does the broker have branches in all 
those places, too? “I don’t think they 
do. It’s just a designer's device," says 
an insider sheepishly. Pretentious, 
vous? 


BRANSTON & 


GOTHARD, “a 
firm of stock- 



Dyson: nature abhors a vaoitun 
but lawyers obviously do not 


its wmgs — - 

Sea, Essex, where the company is 
buying a former branch of Teather 
& Greenwood- (Interestingly, the 
shop being bought claims to be the 
the country's first share shop, dat¬ 
ing from 1964)- But Branston & 
Gothard's geographical spread 
does not end there, it seems. Us let¬ 
ter-head mentions London, Frank¬ 
furt, Zurich, Paris. Hong Konf 
Tokyo, Sydney and New Yor 


Spice racked 

IN OCTOBER a British company 
called the Character Group was 
pretty chuffed at lauding the exclu¬ 
sive contract to produce the official 
Spice Girls dolls. Chinese work¬ 
shops were found, and express car¬ 
go planes chartered. 

The only problem was they would 
not be ready until after Christmas. A 
mistake. Virgin Megastores has now 
grown impatient at missing the 


□ AS IF m prove once and Jor all 
that accountants are a cold-hearted 
lot, the Chartered Institute of Man¬ 
agement Accountants has forwarded 
me the results of an extra question 
included in November's survey of its 
membership. They were asked which 
of a clutch of not terriblyfestive state¬ 
ments best expressed their profes¬ 
sional attitude towards Christmas. 

A third thought it was good for the 
economy . 12 per cent believed 
“Christmas costs my business money 
because we lose productivity, which 
suggests a visit from a trio of ghosts 
soon ought be good for their souls. A 
quarter could not pul a cash value on 
the goodwill in the season of good¬ 
will, but I reckon plenty are now try¬ 
ing to work out how to get it onto the 
balance sheet. Just 22 per cent were 
dreaming of a White Christmas. 



“I'd be over the moon if 
we could just break even" 


The bank that 
broke with 
tradition for 
publicity’s sake 

Chris Ayres on why the 
Midland let the market men in 


here are still some adver¬ 
tisers who think it's a 
great idea to get com¬ 
pany directors to market their 
own products. One example is 
Debonair, whose London Un¬ 
derground campaign shows its 
finance director pleading with 
the airline's chairman to stop 
cutting prices. Then there are 
the television adverts for Pru¬ 
dential, whose chief executive. 
Sir Peter Davis, is featured 
strolling along a sunlit beach 
telling people that the future 
will be just fine — as long as 
they buy one of his pensions. 

The Midland Bank, whose 
ground-breaking music festival 
at Battersea Power Station 
ended on Monday, has thank- 
fully derided to take a different 
approach. They hold the in¬ 
creasingly fashionable view 
that traditional forms of pro¬ 
motion — such as billboard 
advertising and straightfor¬ 
ward director endorsements — 
are no longer effective. 

Over the next few months, 
the bank will deride whether or 
not its strategy has been a 
success. However, the Batter¬ 
sea event has already guaran¬ 
teed the bank an enormous 
publicity coup for New Year's 
Day. when the Princess Diana 
Concert of 
Hope, held at 
the festival on 
December 7. 
will be shown 
on Channel 4. 

The Midland 
decided to 
change tactics 
after it asked 
KLP, the mar¬ 
keting agency 
that created Vir¬ 
gin’s V97 and 
Tennants’ T in 
the Park, to 
think of a new 
advertising 
strategy. Paul 
Morrison, head 
of marketing at 
KLP and a confidant of the 
Spice Girls, responded with an 
idea loosely modelled on Coca- 
Cola's Centennial Park at the 
heart of the Olympic Games in 
Atlanta in 1996. 

Mr Morrison. 30. earned 
himself a reputation as a 
maverick in the marketing 
industry by staging a rock 
music and snowboarding event 
in Red Square, Moscow, for 
Allied Domecq, the drinks 
company. The event, to pro¬ 
mote Ballantirte’s whisky, fea¬ 
tured the rock band The 
Prodigy and the world’s biggest 
snowboarding ramp. 

KLP suggested to Midland 
that it create the biggest tempo¬ 
rary structure in the world, 
including an all-day fatruly 
entertainment centre and a 
6,000-seai auditorium, for rock 
bands, orchestras and comedi¬ 
ans. Die Midland would be the 
sole sponsor of the event, and 
tickets would be offered first to 
its customers via an enormous 
direct mail operation. 

After much deliberation, the 
Midland, traditionally associ¬ 
ated with pumping sponsor¬ 
ship money into struggling arts 
events, committed El million to 
the project 

Belinda Fumeaux Harris, 
Midland’s head of marketing, 
said: ‘We went to KLP and 
asked them for something 
which would appeal to 16 to 24 
year olds and 25 to 50 year olds. 
We then had a vast amount of 
focus groups. At the end of that 
we found that there was noth¬ 
ing that filled our objectives, 
and that we wanted to do 
something different to the 
copetiiion. 

What we were fascinated by 
were companies which had 
brought their brands to life. 
One of the great things about 


Paul Morrison'S idea was that 
it would create its own world — 
Mid-land." 

Although Midland was en¬ 
thusiastic about KIP’S concept, 
it was worried about moving 
money away from needy arts 
organisations to stage a mass- 
market event. Its fears were 
partly justified when the strate¬ 
gy met with criticism from 
sections of the traditional arts 
establishment 

Midland had sponsored the 
Proms at the Royal Opera 
House in London for 25 years, 
and had also recently ended a 
23-year sponsorship deal with 
the Birmingham Royal Ballet 
But the company felt that such 
deals were being constantly 
devalued by the increasingly 
lavish campaigns launched by 
its non-bank competitors. 

Ms Fumeaux Harris said: 
The changes in financial ser¬ 
vices have been so phenome¬ 
nal. we're not really competing 
against other high street banks, 
but other brands such as 
Virgin. Tesco. Sainsbuty and 
even Marks & Spencer. It was a 
huge jump for us; no one in the 
sector had done anything like it 
before.” Rival banks looked on 
in amazement as Midland 
went about creating the lS-day 
festival. Not 
even a soft 
drinks manu¬ 
facturer had 
embarked on 
such a risky 
marketing ven¬ 
ture in the UK 
Instead, Lloyds 
TBS had a £2 
million rugby 
union deal. Na¬ 
tionwide a £525 
million football 
league deal and 
Royal & Sun Al¬ 
liance a £3 mil¬ 
lion yachting 
deal. Midland's 
structure, 
which took 
three weeks to construct, was 
the size of six five-a-side foot¬ 
ball pitches, and weighed 700 
ions. Its design attracted the 
attention of technicians build¬ 
ing the Millennium Dome, 
who have compared notes with 
KIP'S staging specialists. 

This week, the structure will 
be dismantled and kepr in 
storage for future events. More 
than 170,000 are expected to 
have visited the building by the 
end of the festival. 

In spite of the hype, the 
festival got off to a bad start 
when Battersea Dogs' Home 
accused Midland of heing 
“grossly irresponsible". The 
charity objected to the fire¬ 
works display that launched 
the event and in the process 
sent many of its dogs into a 
frenzy. 

However, once the fireworks 
had settled, most of the signs 
were positive. Nearly al] the 
shows sold out, and the family 
entertainment — which includ¬ 
ed TV cooks, a Tim Henman 
tennis clinic, and concerts in¬ 
cluding Boyzone. Paul Weller 
and a 600-strong gospel choir 
— were all warmly welcomed 
by the media. Not having to 
personally promote it, Keith 
Whitson, Midland's chief exec¬ 
utive, was seen enjoying him¬ 
self at the event with his son. 

The event’s promoters, who 
took most of the financial risk, 
had little prohJem attracting 
high profile acts. Mr Fumeaux 
Harris said: “I would say 
been 80 per cent successful, We 
are all extremely proud with 
what we’ve achieved. People 
are realising that we actually 
created this, rather than just 
put our name on iL” . ? 

So pleased is thfrbank that 
the venue far next year’s event 
has already been decided. 



Morrison: maverick 
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Rally in thin trading 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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26 ARTSTHEATRE 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 241997 


■ ART. Rw H-mei* art 

Mricalm Sto"-. « lf " 2 wca qiyafr 
■niewsuru *«*jt ’fKfWsrtp 
urapQtcn K-anfiiwH and an aftnan a!T 

vsnry fronting „ __. 

Wyndhan'3 Own? Cross ftw 
tMCJ (017108? 1736' MaiW»y. 3pm 
ThonTuo-Sai Burn mas Wed. jp" 1 . 

S-.ii and &jn 5pm. Closed lomcnow. 

□ CHICKS WITH FLICKS Jicloe 
Ciijio''s nxvcowra 'iind douOBasi 

i'MTf) ITOWCJl Irbui'i to It’d disco 
diviS ol me 70s Her urperMnabCf Ol 
Karen CaqwJar n said io w aawtew 
Kfci B , B»W.Llpoe<Sa«! ni 10171- 
226 intf.j Tj'.-Thuf. 8pm. Fn and 5*. 
7pm jr»d 9pm &m j.iOpm •A' 1 * 
J3."U*y 1 Closed tomono* © 

□ GARLAND Gcnv Gasan plays the 
tfjd-/ d-jnorwj singing, eonicdwam 
Poi on*- soman show much pmcs*xi a' 
this vwi s £iirt3u.x;h Fco-r. ji 

Now End J7Ne/; Ena HamporaK 
MW (01 7179* 0022, Thuis-Sal 9pm 
Unii January 3 Closed wmono* SI 
O AH IDEAL HUSBAND. Fssurv ai 
p.yer Hal's enjOv-ttHf- picducton 
tcmhii y WMDPons Saiing Martir. 
Sruw and Sm$n Wad no Kaie 

o Mat* as *0 svpiie trooWerrjtci 

GMguct, ShanesPuiy Are Wl •OK"I- 
e'u 6065/ Marred.?, 3pm M or- -?3i. 

7 46pm. rra;- Dos 30 and Jan 2.3o> n 
orui 5;is ipoi Qowd :on»m» 

□ A LETTED OF RESIGNATION 

Ec-jftid Fo» and One H-gcpns p*W 
Hst*J Marmei jn and Lad/ Doiolhv m 
Hi.i.^h Wh,.err>*® o play atwrl eK«.is 
crihePioiu.no scandal Cn«Mopta?i 
MO»3hdT. 

Comedy Thea&e. Ponton 9i«i SVY1 
i0i7i.'i 69 1731) Mon-Sai. ' 45pm 
rr.jli V7“C 3pm and-Sal 4pm Cj03*d 

: :cr»ano-.v 

E THE MAGISTRATE lan 

RicJuidvan pla/S me mi>^i harassed 
hiirnj hrii Jt/ (urny lovval ol Pevwo s 
■jici Cas i irclo'Je s iSraharr. Cawiden 
Frst Mdcuerose. John Paddon 
Savoy Th* Strand WC2.0171-036 


NEW RELEASES 

CLOSE-UP: impoverished man 
poses as or, Iranian iJm tkedd 
resonaring and humane drama. 

Pased on miih. f.om Atoa: fjarosljm 
ICA 'fil'0171 -9» 36-in Hte (0171 - 
254 6677> 

« GEORGE OF THE JUNGLE !Ui 

T n-dresdud here imds .ornwice m 
An-4*ica PassaEJe romp based c*i Iho 
TV cartoon senes ■.■am Brendan Frasar 
and Leste Mann Off'sor 3am 
iVysmjm 

Greenwich (01 ei 335 3005. 

Odeons: Camden Town (0181-315 
4255i Kensington (Otfli -315 4£t4) 
Marble Arch 10181 -315 4216i Vtrgha: 
Chetsee <01 n -352 50961 Trecadere 
£.Oi8>-i>7Ucr>15i UCJ WhUe l eyeS 
r»9Q 868300- Warner B (0171-J37 
4343- 

♦ HOME ALONE 3 (PG) Anather 
ChrsiPMl. anoiMr tod lett alcne tp fglv 
r.^uaers Unapp’i-al'ntj >:-quel «mh a 

ci If even • ryfre (Afc» D Lmc) and a 
isvjhei Dnoo®. Data GMdcll 
ABC Baker Street :0171335 0772) 
Odeon Camden Town 10191-315 
■12551 Marble Arch (0161-3154216) 
Ritzy ,0171-737 2121, UCIWWtateya 
B "709C- 668900) Virgin Chelsea 
10171 -hec 5036, Trncadero® -0I81- 
97060151 

KISS ME. GUIDO - 15i Crowd- 
piitjng comedy abo-r g-if> aral 
yrrghts >r. New rerk. WWiNk* Scow. 
ArvTionv 3am-e Director T.sn-v ’/nale 
Metro i017l 437 07571 Ritzy (0171. 
737 2121, 

♦ PRINCE VALIANT IPG) Spnled 
ny.stmse-wrnAnhuiianiimes n-rh 
SNpnsnMoNr h*henr» H»gi arw 
Joanna LumWi Drr=coi Antfiorr/ 
Hdvjv 

WamerB‘0171-437 4 343) 

CUHRENT 

♦ ALIEN RESURRECTION (I8r 

5'gpijms-/ y'/eave1 S Rcley rerums io 
comija- more aliens in a jaixir/se-Taei 
mu' unmanly dais ou! y hand With 
Vimonj R/de« 

Greenwich (0151-235 3-305) 

Odeonc Camden Town :OI8i-315 
4255, Kensington (0101-315 <314) 
MarMe Arch 10181-515 4216) Swiss 
Collage (0181 315 <220, West Bid 
'0181 -315 42211UCI Wh Beleys ® 
!0990 383990) Vbgfas: Fulham 
Road id 171-370 2636, TracederoB 
(0161-970 60151 

♦ THE BORROWERS CJi Unnoule 
sc3vcngers hght for ihar nano 
Eedarapng lam*/ (iin mjch adaoied 
fiom me children's dac:,c fi-m John 
Gd>;man Jim Brojdbwil 
Barbican £| -0171 -*538 38911 
Ctapham Pleura House (0171 -498 
1333, Greenwich (0131-235 3005) 
Odeons: Kensington ,0181-315 4214. 
Marble Arch (0181 3(5 42161 Swiss 
Cottage -0181315 4220, Plaza & 
■OS-SO Scraen/Baker Street 
10171-9352772, UCI WhHeleys g 
•0990 Virgins: Futbsm 
Road 0171 571) 2536- Trecadere ® 
(5Vl «-70«a:ir WamerB'0i7J.<’r 
<3<3i 

ITS A WONDERFUL UFEi'Jl c »2rt 

j r*v.vt- 3-r*a 
•h* s* r .- ;v::i >■•>»,5r aiire 

d5usrr 5 a>. 

CurzonWestEnd'ji7- --y9l7K 
Gate £ :’j:7i V.'4d<i, uinema 


THEATRE GUIDE 


r Kingston’* aw 
of theatre showing In London 

■ House hiB, returns only 
D Some neats available 
□ Seats at aD prices 


8888) Today 3pm cruy Then Mon- 
5ar. 730pm mats Wed and SaL 3pm 
Oosod lomonow Q 
C SLAVA'S SNOWSHOW Sava 
Pofcjhin and h-s company reiian *flh 
in,?* display ol -ngenous clcwrang. 
buld-ng io an amaang. rempeymixs 
ctm/UL 

Ok! Vic. Waterloo Hoad. SEMO171 - 
928 76161 Today 3pm Dec £6 and 27. 
,'45pm Doc29-304omand 745pm 
Closed Doc 31 and Jan 1 Then Mon- 
Sal 7 J5pm-mat Sal. «pm imi-1 
January 3 ® 

O STEPPING OUT Musical vwswn 

ol Ri,s»d Hams 5 w pbv'music and 

h/t ics tv Do«s King and Mar/ Stewart 
David). Jiiu MO-croe drees L* 
Robertson and her hopet-i hooiers 
Albery S> Martin's Lane. WC210171- 
363 1730) Today 3prn TTir?n Mon-54t 
8pm. mats Thur. 3pm and Sat. 4pm 
doted lomorrow. 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brelhcr e WweflK (0171 ■ 

3691733) □ The Complete 

Works of WHIlm Shakespeare 
(Abridged) Cnte-iO-r (0171-3891737) 

B Grease Cambndoe (0171- 
494 5060) □ An inspector CaBs- 

(iamd, (0171-494 5063) 

□ Jesus Christ Superstar: Lyceum 

(0171-6561807) □ Marlin 

Guerre Prmce Edward (0171-447 
5«00) □ The Woman hi Blade 

Fo«tui»» (0171 -836 2238) 

Ticket mtormaDon suspiwd by Socwty 
o! London Theatre 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brawn's assessment of 
films In London and (where 
Indlcatod with the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 



Pierce Brosnan as 007 in 
Tomorrow Never Dies 

10171 -235 4225) Richmond -0181 
3320CWJ) Scraen/HW© (OJ7I-435 
3366) Vhgin Rrfham Road 0171- 

37026361 

ONE NIGHT STAND (18) Abvxbmg 
study n mfdit, and ns aiBtmaih 
Evce-teni purtermweas hem IVedoy 
Srapes Nasiass'a Kaisky Robert 
Dormey >. and Kyle MaiUcMan 
Odeon Camden Town i0l 81-315 
42651 Plaza © it890 888990. Plaza © 
•0990 838990, UCI WhHeiays © 

-09M 88899.31 Virgin Trecadere © 
I01B1-970 60i5i 

THE TANGO LESSON [PG, A Mm 
rfcenoi levmc Io Tango Bravo ar>J 
cntiorg :,im try ihe das-aor of 
OkartJo. Sally Potet who co- yaii '.vnh 
Ratio v*ron 

ABC Bator Street (0171 93597721 
Chelaaa i0171 351 3742, Odeon 
Mezzanhie © (0181 - 315 4215> 

Renoir (0171-837 8402, 

♦ TOMORROW NEVER DIES. Ur 

Pvjrce Brosnan s Jamas Bend combas* 
ah e/4 mo-la mogul (Jorvalian Pr/cei 
roi nnl'i. hiit Irrhe ywrlJa Wh 
feoh ard Ten Marcher 
ABC Tottenham Court Road (0171- 
636 61461 Barbican ©10171-638 
3»:i Cbpham Picture House 
.0171 -<93 3323, Curzon Maytslr 
,0171-769 17201 Greenwich i0!8i- 
235 3005- Notttng HIB Coronet© 
0171-727 67051 Odeons: Camden 
Town i0i5'-315J255i Kensington 
■0181-315 4J u, Leicester Square 
"ji3i-3’5 4215, Marble Arch -0131- 
3:54216, Swtss Cottage .0181-315 
4229, Ritzy-13171-737 212 li 
ScrewvDetor Street .0171-935 
"71, ua WhHeleys © .9990 88e993i 
Virgins: Chetsea -3*71-*52 5096! 
Fulham Road .0171-376 2636, 


Diddle-dum, diddle- 
diddle-dum-dum- 



MARILYN MNQW1 


W hat became the 
Lone Ranger’s 
theme-tune? And 
what was recent¬ 
ly voted. God knows by whom, 
the most popular piece of 
music ever written? According 
to Natural Theatre, creators of 
this likeable touring show, it 
was Rossini's William Tell 
overture- And l am not in¬ 
clined to argue with them 
about that or. indeed, any¬ 
thing else, because their Great 
Helmsman is a gentleman 

/V"; 

who gives the impression of 
brooking no nonsense, least of 
all from a reviewer. 

I recall Ralph Oswick. the 
company’s artistic director, 
getting into a fearful fizz with a 
critical colleague who refused 
to join him onstage when he 
was playing the lead in Henry 
VIII, Diary of a Serial Killer 
in Edinburgh. In fact, he 
denounced her quite rudely 
from the stage. So when his 
Rossini, paunchiiy ensconced 
below a shiny black wig. 
looked in my direction and 
publicly wondered if The 
Times was alive and breath¬ 
ing. I was quick to do the 
craven thing. I joined my 
fellow spectators in incanting 
“bum. bum. bum" and other 
unseemly noises to the 
rhythms of W. Tell. 

Actually. I was glad to do so. 
Oswick is a genuinely com¬ 
manding comic performer, a 
big. crumpled blend of Mr 
B lobby. Rumpoleand. yes. the 
Henry who ploughed through 
a lot of wives. His Rossini is 
discovered at a soiree in Paris 
in 1863, five years before his 



Hard to miss; Ralph Oswick takes aim at Jill Myers in Natural Theatre’s comic retelling of the William Tell story 


death and long after his pre¬ 
mature retirement Enter a 
series of eccentric figures, 
among them a Monty Python 
Paganini. Why (the violinist 
dimly wonders) did Rossini 
give up composing? 

What ensues is a mix, 
sometimes a muddle of good- 
humoured invention and sea¬ 
sonal s illine ss. Rossini is time- 
warped into a present where 
his runes have become Muzak 
and Mantovani-styie rip-offis. 


For reasons unclear to me he 
lands up in an airport where 
he refuses the chance to join 
his mistress in Hawaii and 
opts for Switzerland instead. 

Cut to a rompish Alpine 
village — gormless men in 
lederhosen slapping each out¬ 
er senseless, bashfully grin¬ 
ning girls, and Oswick himself 
as a frump called Helga — 
where a cartoon version of the 
Tell story is staged. The villain 
is duly flouted when the 


selfsame Oswick. now playing 
Will as a half-blind hulk with 
long grey hair, lifts his trusty 
bow and aims at the apple on 
the head of his son. Nor does 
he miss, maybe because the 
fruit is a Golden Delicious 
measuring roughly three feet 
by three, and has a popout 
arrow in its seii-by date. 

Though the company would 
suffer artistic as well as physi¬ 
cal shrinkage without Oswick, 
all of John Abulafia*s cast 


prove agreeably game and 
some can handle saxes and 
trumpets as well as give larky 
performances. By the dose I 
was wondering if Natural 
Theatre wasn't Britain's ver¬ 
sion of the late, great Charles 
Ludiam’s Theatre of the Ridic¬ 
ulous: and. as any New Yorker 
knows, that company could 
spoof away like no other. - - 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


A laugh 
a minute 


CONCERT 


Camerata/ 

Wright 

Manchester 


THE only way to play Mo¬ 
zart’s Musical Joke is straighL 
Rather than impose their own 
sense of humour on it— as the 
homists did on this occasion 
by going out for a drink 
during an overlong violin 
cadenza — the conductor and 
orchestra should treat the 
score with all apparent 
respect 

Subtlety* was not much in 
evidence anywhere in Simon 
Wright’s concert with the 
Manchester Camerata. No 
sooner had one thought how 
dever of them it was to end 
the programme with Haydn's 
Symphony No 6 in D tie 
Matin) — a piece not entirely 
innocent of the mannerisms 
featured in Mozart's parody 
— than one was listening to a 


dumsy introduction to an¬ 
other parody of the same 
work (Lo Matilda). . 

Left to itself, the audience in 
the Royal Northern College of 
Music might just luve recog¬ 
nised the tune that was being 
given the Haydn treatment 
and appreciated Laurence 
Perkins's wit all the more. But 
if it takes so much explana¬ 
tion. it is better not done at aH 

The other musical joke was 
that the advertised new work, 
a Flute Concerto by Ivor 
McGregor, did not materia¬ 
lise. Considering how short 
the concert was without it — 
even with two whole works 
and an encore to replace it — 
we seem to have missed 
something very major, surely 
the longest score of its kind. 

The Camerata's excellent 
principal flautist. John Bar¬ 
row. played instead Malcolm 
Arnold’s Flute Concerto. Op 
45, which as well as being one 
of the most brilliant of its kind 
is also one of the shortest But 
we knew that already, just as 
we knew how awkward but 
how rewarding is the harp 
part in Debussy’s Danse 
sacree el danse profane, and 
how attractive Elgar’s Sere¬ 
nade for Strings. 

Gerald Larner 


The feel-good family 



a dim Sawalha has 
been skewered and 
T^l shot at in Sinbad and 
the Eye of the Tiger. The 
Avengers and no fewer than 
two Bond films. His oldest 
daughter. Nadia Sawalha. is 
famous as grumpy Annie 
Palmer in EastEnders. His 
younger daughter. Julia 
Sawalha, is Saffy. the madly 
sensibledaughter in Abso/ure- 
ly Fabulous. And his surro¬ 
gate daughter. Janine 
Buckley, is learning the trade 
the hard way doing summer 
seasons and pub theatres. 

So why do I feel slightly 
queasy watching these four 
talented, unstruggling actors, 
perched on high stools in the 
Young Vic Studio, immodestly 
celebrating the special chemis¬ 
try of father and daughter 
relationships? Perhaps 
because all the family are 
cotour-coded in bright shirts 
that don’t march. Perhaps 
because I'm a son and I feel 
excluded. Or perhaps because 
it feels like a gross sentimental 
indulgence that for want of a 
rocking chair, a Christmas 
tree and a guitar would be 
better suited to Val Doonican. 





But hold! I am ignoring the 
art Clutching folders which 
have bits of scripts and songs, 
the four contrive to put togeth¬ 
er a patchwork quilt of scenar¬ 
ios. accompanied, where 
applicable, by Oily Fox on the 
piano. Like awkward contes¬ 
tants from a literary quiz 
show, the Sawalhas take to the 
floor in ones, twos or threes, 
and. redte segments that re¬ 
flect the eternal familial co¬ 
nundrums from the prophets 
to the present day. • 
Highlights include Nadim 
reading aloud Mr Bennett 
problems with his five daugh¬ 
ters in Pride and Prejudice 
with real, well, pride. Scott 
Fitzgerald lectures his daugh¬ 
ter about education while 
Germaine Greer’s Daddy We 
Hardly Know You is read by 
Nadia- There is some adoles¬ 
cent hokum choreographed by 
the girls to My Heart Belongs 
to Daddy and some saucy 
bickering between Janine and 
Julia as Mercy and Charity in 


an extract from Dickens’s 
Martin Chuzzlewit. 

Janine Buckley looks posi¬ 
tively twig-like beside her vo¬ 
luptuous sisters but she has by 
far the best voice in a show 
that is closer to musical revue 
than literary recital. I cannot 
honestly say. however, that the 
slight, bright pop songs add 
much. Nadim simply beams 
throughout 

Even when the atmosphere 
is forcibly darkened by a last 
half-hour that indudes ex¬ 
tracts from the death of Iphige- 
nra at Aulis and Julia and 
Nadia’s fictional tales, of 
abuse, the show feels far more 
dreary than dangerous. There 
is really no getting away from 
the fact that this is a sickly 
indulgence: What the Sawal¬ 
has try to pass off as a 
celebration of fathers and 
daughters is really a celebra¬ 
tion of themselves. 

James 

Christopher 
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THE Mean Fiddler. North 
London’s favourite beey, 
good-time venue, first opened 
its doors in unfashioft^idg 
Hartesden back in WSL Suxe 
then its ebullient proprietor. 
Vince Power, has built an 
empire that has made 1 his 
name synonymous with Ijje 
music in the capital. He nofr 
owns 2 dozen select veragj$, 
runs several of the bigg6$. 
festivals in the land, and 
recently expanded his opera¬ 
tions to New York. Yet the fa£r 
where it ail started in the ham 
of London’s Irish community 
remains his spiritual home 
and Karl Wallin get's World 
Party were tiie perfect band to 
headline the final night of the 
venue's month-long 15th anni¬ 
versary celebratians- 
When the Fiddler ojxned 
Wallinger was still a year 



away from fame and fortune 
with Mike Scoffs band the 
Water boys. The two erstwhile 
musical partners have long 
since gone their separate^ 
ways, but 1997 has been a 
good year for both veterans.; 
Scott produced an invigorat¬ 
ing solo alburn of wholesome, 
down-to-earth rock’n’roll in 
Still Burning and Wallinger 
re^merged in June with Egyp¬ 
tology, the first World Ptirty 
album in four years. 

Although he was hardly 
le with his shaven 
the musical mix was. 
more familiar as he swiftly 
reminded us why it is not only 
the name that makes World 
Party die perfect act for these 
celebratory occasions. You 
never need a jukebox with 
Wallinger around: all your 
favourite bits of rock history, 
are perfectly echoed in his 
crafted but virile songs.. 

The band’s tour earlier this 
year was a strangely diffident, 
affair but there was no hold¬ 
ing hack here as they plunged, 
straight into It Is Time and 
Beautiful Dream , the two up¬ 
tempo opening numbers from 
Egyptology Much perfectly 
displayed Wailinger’s talents 
for Beatlesque harmonies. 
Mostly playing lead guitar, he 
switched to the keyboard for. 
She’s the One. a plaintive 
song over which the ghost-ot 
John Lennon loomed partial 
larly large. On the tougher 
grooves of Is it Too Late and 
Wav Down Now the Rolling. 
Stones were the chief inspira¬ 
tion. Wallinger continued 'to 
mix his influences intelligent^ 
as Sweet Soul Dream wa^j 
*iven a Gram Parsons country 
eel and Ship of Fools con¬ 
tained guitar work that would 
do Eric Clapton proud. 

Half birthday bash, half 
Christmas knees-up and all 
World Party, it was a night we. 
should still be remembering 
when the venue's 25th annjr 
versary rolls around. By then 
Vince Power will probably bt 
ruling the globe. ./ 

Nigel 
Williamson 
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ARTS FILM 27 


NEW MOVIES: Some small, fluffy creatures say ‘eh-oh’ to our children, and Geoff Brown, in Spiceworld 



la-la-la with 
|he telly totties 



& 




'hat film do you 
want for Christ¬ 
mas? Actually, 
, - you have no op- 

toons Three hundred prints of 
Spicewozid are blanketing the 
country, from Penzance to 
Aberdeen. No permanent 
harm will be done. The film, 

as light and ephemeral as a 
bhbble, lasts only an hour and 
a' half, and within a few 
Mont hs it will have vanished 
sight, with or without its 
sar attraction, the all-singing, 
all-shouting, all-gyrating 
Spice Girls. 

The girls themselves — the 
marketing phenomenon of the 
age. at least until the 
Tefetubbies arrived — seem 
aware of their mortality. “And, 
tint; is it all going to be over 
r soan?* Emma (Baby) ponders 
’ the hour of their first live 
ctacert approaches. Cue Ste¬ 
phen Fry in a fantasy flash, 
Wearing judge's robes, accus¬ 
ing them of releasing a sub¬ 
standard single. In fact, 
Spiceworld might already be 
too late to capitalise on public 
frenzy. Shooting occupied 
June and July, following a 
script prepared —. this is 
difficult to believe — over the 
course of a year. 

Hot-blooded 12-year-olds, the 
film's core audience, may trot 
off to the cinema. But overall, 
the activities of Baby, Sporty, 
Scary. Ginger and Posh still 
>' seem less likely to get cash 
' - registers ringing than the inno¬ 
cent games of Tinky Winky, 
Dipsy, Laa-Laa and PO. 

Still, Spiceworld is here, and 
you need to know its geogra¬ 
phy. The siyle and slant recalls 
the Beatles films of the 1960s, 
especially A Hard Day’s 
Night, another movie devoted 
to catching a pop groups 
experience in the teeth of 
fashion and public acclaim. 
We follow me crazy week 
leading up to the girls' concert 
at-the Albert HalL Richard 
E. Grant acts badly manic as 
the group's manager. Alan 
Gumming, making a TV docu¬ 
mentary, acts badly preten¬ 
tious. Barry Humphries’s 
tabloid press baron, eager for 
negative news, sendsaphotog- 
rspher to spy. American writ¬ 
ers pitch desperate ideas for 
Ae girls’ movie debut Their 
%iast friend Nicola waits out 
hef pregnancy. Celebrities 
sprinkle cameo appearances 
(from Roger Moore to Meat 
Loaf). Aliens visit from outer 
space. In brief, irs a mess. 

'i A Hard Days Night doo¬ 
dled and Jostled its way too, 
bur did so secure in a knowing 
director, Richard Lester, a 
script with at least one foot on 
the ground and a starring 
bunch of gifted music-makers 
with dearly defined personal¬ 
ities. Here the director is Bob 
Spiers, highly experienced in 
television comedy, but floored 
by the challenge of bringing 
4]We hyperactive women in 
Targe shoes to order. They 
hgyc their own personalities, 
to^e sure, but you can only 
cafeh them in snippets, in 
between larking about, song 
befring. and much dressing 


Spicewoiid 

Empire, PG, 92 mins 
Best left to 12-year-olds 
or cultural historians 

The Magnificent 
Ambersons 

National Film Theatre 
U, 88 mins 

Revival of Orson Welles^ 
most humane film 

Kitchen 

Renoir, 25.112 mins 
Chic and moody tale of 
grief in Hong Kong 


up. The film needs an anchor, 
but neither the girls nor Kim 
Fullers script are in a position 
to provide iL 

And, for all the frenzy, there 
is something melancholy 
about Spiceworld, so desper¬ 
ate to be of the moment but 
acutely aware that obsoles¬ 
cence looms. Pop fashions 
fade. Bursts of confidence in 
British movies fade. For the 
way it feeds off a heady period 
in popular culture, the film 
can be summed up in a stray 
remark by the girls' musical 
director, played by Jools Hol¬ 
land. “That was absolutely 
perfect" he purrs, “without 
actually being any good." 

The film will certainly not 
have the staying power of 
Orson Welles's The Magnifi¬ 
cent Ambersons, a film 55 
years old, now revived daily at 
the National Film Theatre 
(until January 8) before ven¬ 
turing across the country. The 
best Christmas present a film 
buff could wish would be 
Ambersons restored to irs di¬ 
rector's intentions. But the 
extensive footage cut following 
a disastrous preview in 1942 
went up in smoke on studio 
orders later that year. Scenes 
were not only removed; new 
footage was shot, not by 
Welles, and a happy ending 
lacked on. 

B ut enough splendour 
survives to make this 
adaptation of Booth 
Tarkington’s novel 
match Citizen Kane in cine¬ 
matic delights. In scone re¬ 
spects, indeed, Ambersons 
goes one better than Kane. 
This fibn has a heart The 
director digs deep into charac¬ 
ters and feelings as he watches 
American society in the late 
19th century seesaw between 
aristocratic elegance and the 
brash automobile age. Welles 
had a personal stake in these 
characters, particularly 
George Minafer. played by 
Tun Holt the obnoxious brat 
whose comeuppance is longed 
fen- by alL Writes knew about 
brats: he was one himself, and 
appreciated that Hollywood, 
was waiting for the wonder 
boy to take a fall. 

The film also tingles with 
ambivalence, as the camera 
caresses the characters’ opu¬ 
lent lifestyles and sees both 
danger and beauty in the 
march of the automobile- Ev- 


GREAT BRITISH HOPES 


Rising stars in the arts firmament 


KIRSTYKINNEAR 



A** 23 

profession: Actress 

p lane for Christmas: Not 
content with eating turkey, 
itiaril also be playing one. The 
bird is the smaller erf two, urn, 
jnftaty roles in David Woodls 
A adaptation of Babe the Sheep- 
B • 'pig,. currently wowing the 
under-tens at the Wythen- 
shawr Forum, Manchester. 

Her main part, though, is as 
Old Mu, the sheep who shows 
Babe that good manners are 
the key to successful flock 
1 control She auditioned for Wood shortly before leaving the 
Webber Douglas Academy: “M done a bit of work on my 'baa’ 
and was determined to show it off in the audition.” 
l 

father figure: She is the daughter of the late comic actor Roy 
iflnnear and the actress Carmel Cryan. “When I was 11 my Dad 
• saw me playing an octogenarian called Arthur Ids. He found 
that very amusing and although he didn’t want me to becomean 
actress I’m sure he would also have enjoyed Babe.” 

d fay the Church: While reading drama at Birmingham 
uversity she was due to Star in David Mameft explicit 
medv. Sexual Perversity in Chicago, on the Edinburgh Fringe, 
/e were booked into a church hall on Prince’s Street but about 
j days before the run started the vicar read the script.decided 
■ language was too strong and refused to let us on. We rush- 
1 a Caryl Churchill piece instead." 

r wart resolution? ‘I did a lot of classical work at 
■minghain, things like The White Devil and The Winter's 
fe, and would like to do more after Babe.” 


cry recent period movie worth 
a damn, such as Scorsese'S 
The Age of Innocence, tries to 
ape its irony and prise. But no 
film can cap the lustrous*score 
by Bernard Herrmann, or 
Stanley Cortez’s sharp-edged 
photography, or the startling 
performance of Agnes 
Moorehead as George’s emo¬ 
tionally frustrated Aunt Fan¬ 
ny. Butchered or not, there is 
caity one Ambersons. 

“No one can shelter you 
from pain and death, or make 
that journey for you.*’ Power¬ 
ful words, these, and the Hong 
Kong film Kitchen, based on a 
popular Japanese novel and 
directed by Yim Ho, contains 
much other food for thought 
But you have to hunt for it 
You must penetrate acres of 
gliding, blue-rinsed photogra¬ 
phy, listen to a weepy little 
tune eight times over, and 
wafeb, bemused, as characters 
keep silent go berserk, stare, at 
the moon, blur gender lines, or 
crouch in the fridges 
Grief, plainly, is at the root 
of things for Louie and Aggie, 
one a young hairstylist (Jor¬ 
dan Chan), the other a girl 
driven in on herself by her 
grandmother’s death (Yasuko 
Tonrita, a starlet from Japan). 
But the fashionably oblique 
approach of Yim Ho, best 
known in the West for his 
thoughtful thriller The Day 
the Sun Turned Cold, makes 
it hard for us to share their 
emotional burden.. 

M uch catches the 
eyt Rain wash¬ 
es over the im¬ 
ages. The moon 
is reflected in a knife blade. 
Great apples loom through an 
apartment's blue light There 
is something refreshing, too, 
about Louie's uncomplicated 
acceptance of his father's sex 
change. When dealing with 
pain and death, however, chic 
visual tricks and off-beat hum¬ 
our are not file most useful 
companions. See the film, but 
prepare to be exa sp erated. 

Besides the Spiceworld 
babes, who and what can your 
children enjoy this Christmas? 
The Borrowers is the best of 
the bald), an exuberant, liber¬ 
ty-taking treatment of Mary 
Norton’s book about minus¬ 
cule scroungers, with imagi¬ 
native special effects and an 
agreeable cast (John Good: 
man, Jim Broadbent). 

George of the Jungle offers 
the genial Brendan Fraser 
swinging through trees as a 
clumsy Tarzan. smitten with 
love for a socialite on safari. 
And Prince Valiant, (ess pol¬ 
ished, bounces along with its 
Arthurian fantasy and mired 
cast; look for Joanna Lumley, 
not absolutely fabulous, but 
reasonably striking as the evil 
witch Morgan Le Fey. 

If children want 
stuff. Home Alone 3 
slapstick violence galore, cou¬ 
pled. unfortunately, with mini¬ 
mal imagination. The new 
Bond, Tomorrow Never Dies. 
is good news for car enthus¬ 
iasts, but not very rewarding if 
you like playing with dolls. 



Memories offteatle mam a stir as Ridard E. Grant leads Baby, Scary, Posh, Sporty and Ginger Spice down a flight of stairs 



end’ 


OUR panel afyoungfRm fans 
passes judgment on the Fab 
Five, and mooses 'the best and 
worst of 1997 

Wl SPICEWORLD 
Leslie Isaiah Thomas, 19: 
Surely the beginning of the 
aid of the Spice Girls. 

Dom Young, 19: An embar¬ 
rassing spectacle. » .. 
Jethro Anion, 19: Spicy foods 
can sometimes irritate, this 
movie definitely does. A defi¬ 
nite lace contender for worst 
movie of the year. 

Sharada Osman, !& A nail in 
the coffin for the Spice Girls. 
and every person who took a 
cameo role in the film. 


FILMS OF THE YEAR 
IJLSI.fF. 

Best Nil by Mouth: A deeply 
affecting fibn about domestic 
violence. Career Girls: Pro¬ 
found and insightful 
Worst: Fever Pitch: Boring, 
macho nonsense. I do not 
want to see this movie ever 
again. 

DOM 

Best: LA. Confidential: Cool 
actors uttering cool dialogue. 
A definite Oscar contender. 
The People vs Larry Flint: 
Well-acted . and highly 
entertaining. 

Worst: GJ. Jane: I. predicted 


the storyline and almost all of 
the dialogue. Welcome to dk 
ched movie-making. .* . 

JETHRO 

Best Chasing Amy Kerin 
Smith wrote a script so good it 
could be on the stage. A very 
funky movie. Nil by Mouth: 
The excellent performances 
and bold direction from Gary 
Oldman'make this a highly 
.original piece of film-malting. 
I needed Kleenex! 

Worst: The Peacemaker: This 
disturbingly mediocre film 
was the first offering from' 
Spielberg's new studio. Hope¬ 
fully not a sign of things to 
come. 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


SHARADA 

Best Austin Powers: I like a 
good laugh and this had loads 
of them. Regeneration: Rat 
Barker’s novel was adapted 
into a fine, haunting movie, 
containing some of the year's 
best performances. . - . 
Worst Speed II: Hie Original 
Speed was funny, a little dark 
and had urgency by the boo 
ketload. This was one dull. 
ride. 


Santa 


again 

A Christmas 
cartoon has 
emerg ed out 
of tragedy 

F rom novice author 
to peak-time Christ¬ 
mas television writ¬ 
er. is some journey. 
Geoffrey Sundquist 
achieves this tomorrow 
when ITV screens an 
adaptation of his book 
and brainchild. Father 
Christmas and the Miss¬ 
ing Reindeer. 

. The voiceovers for the 
£500,000 30-minute chil¬ 
dren's animation are by 
David Jason. His pres¬ 
ence gives the show 
across-the-board festive 
appeal, recognised by TV 
buyers from an astonish¬ 
ing 40 countries — Leba¬ 
non to Sierre Leone — 
who have rushed to buy 
the programme. Its mak¬ 
ers, after all. are Cos¬ 
grove Hall world-class 
animators with a portfo¬ 
lio of hits including The 
Wind in the Willows and 
Peter and the Wolf. 

Sundquist is a 44-year- 
old former Saatchi mar¬ 
keting man who had 
never written a story in 
his life. He began writing 
after the suicide of his 38- 
year-old younger brother. 
Gerry, an actor. He be¬ 
came hooked on heroin, 
and it was his elder 
brother who helped him 
through. “I would pick 
him up for Sunday lunch 
at his houseboat at 
Hampton Court, but this 
time ne had gone under a 
train, 1 * Sundquist says. 

. The shock was pro- 
' found. “I had lost happi¬ 
ness. My parents were 
deeply upset-As the el¬ 
dest I bad to put happi¬ 
ness back into life." 

Sundquist released his 
grief by writing a story of 
redemption, which tells 
of Father Christmas try¬ 
ing to find his reindeer, 
which disappear days be¬ 
fore Christmas. He teams 
up with a poor boy called 
Simon and, after much 
tooting on magic horns 
the reindeer, are captured 
in time for Father Christ¬ 
mas to do his rounds. 

Sundquist showed the 
story to a friend who said 
“send it to the BBC and. 
nV\ “Vanessa Chap¬ 
man [controller of chil¬ 
dren's programmes, ITV] 
wrote bade and . said: 
‘Love the story. What 
does it look like?”Pictures 
coming,’ I replied. 1 
hadn’t done any. I came 
together with Cosgrove 
Hall, and they got on 
with iL" 

HarperCbllins com¬ 
missioned the story as a 
children’s picture book, 
and on publication this 
November Sundquist 
sent a copy down the 
Thames in his brother’s 
memory. “1 dedicated itto 
Gerry. I wanted some¬ 
thing that was part of 
him to live on,” he says. 

ALEX WUERATNE 

• Father Christmas and the 
Missing Reindeer will be 
shown by ITV at noon on 
Christmas Day 


Daniel Rosenthal 


Britain still deprived of the full monty 


MOVIES OF THE YEARs Our critic finds heartening 
and depressing trends in his pick of 1997»s best films 


I n 1997 s cr ee ns continued 
to be dominated by movie 
blunderbusses, mostly 
from Hollywood, exploding 
with extreme violence, immac¬ 
ulate special effects and scripts 
and characters too thin to 
stand upright. A few had 
outrageouaoess on their side: 
Face/Off, for instance, and 
GJ. Jane. These took popcorn 
cinema somewhere new. al¬ 
ways preferable to die extreme 
cases of cUja vu prompted by 
The Lost World: Jurassic Park 
and Batman & Robin. 

There were also main¬ 
stream movies until class, 
among them Absolute Power, 
Scream, Donnie Bmsco and 
half of Contact (before silli¬ 
ness took hold}. Plus, of 
course, LA Confidential, the, 
year's best thriller. 

But in thinking of the high¬ 
lights erf the yeart releases, my 
mind keeps turning back to for 
smaller films, imperfect per¬ 
haps in assented ways, but 
blessed triumphantly until a 
human face and an imagina¬ 
tion stretching beyond the 
digital witchcraft of computer¬ 
ised effects. 

I remember the vulnerabili¬ 
ties of the college friends in 
Mike Leigh'S Qtreer Girls and 
the awkward longings of Sally 


Potter, director, tango dancer 
and lead actress in The Tango 
Lesson. Atom Egoyan’s The 
Sweet Hereafter comes rush¬ 
ing back, with its eloquent and 
unsettling response to a small 
town’s grid! So do Carine 
Adler'S Under the Skin and 
Regeneration. Gillies McKin¬ 
non’s intelligent treatment of 


C More people 
are going to 
the movies, 
but the range 
is smaller 9 


the walking wounded of the 
First World War. 

I see the belligerent and 
battered faces of Gary 
Oldman’s Nil by Mouth. 
rimed bleeding from real life, 
ana the doughty Finns in Aki 
Kaurismakrs Drifting 
Clouds, coping with redun¬ 
dancy and other miseries with 
deadpan aplomb. So many 
films dose us off to ourselves, 
and teach us nothing: these 
films lead us inwards. 


There are also sparky films, 
without formal polish, offering 
quirky testament to the power 
of cinema and the human 
spirit I rejoice in Andrew 
Kotting*5 round-firitain ram¬ 
ble, Gallivant, in the noncha¬ 
lant diversions of Irma Vep, 
from Oliver Assayas, and the 
endearing comedy of the no- 
. budget Smalltime, fram Brit¬ 
ain^ newest name to watch, 
Shane Meadows. 

Several things strike me 
about this list. Six films are 
British m essence -- szx-and-o- 
half if you count the European 
Tango Lesson. New fife, does 
seem to be stirring here, 
especially way down the bud¬ 
get ladderv.lt. is also notable 
that, by and large, these films 
have beat seen by so few 
people, even in -areas with 
outlets for independent fere. 
More people may be going to 
the movies, -but the range 
available is getting smaller. 

Audiences are seeing The 
Full Monty (a huge success, 
although since this “British” 
film was bankrolled ^nddb- 
tributahby an American com¬ 
pany none of its pro fi ts will 
stay in this country), or The 
English Patient (for. all tin 
Qscars»nota film that lingers). 
of Men in Bfrrcfc'orsome 



Smalltime made director Shane Meadows the new name to watch in British film 


other beneficiary of massive 
advertising and multiplex ex¬ 
posure: The small film , the 
foreign fifan, the oddity: these 


are 


thai any over-exated talk of a 
British film renaissance roust 
be placed. According to figures 
in last week’s Screes interna¬ 


tional trade paper, 124 films 
wercmadehere thisyear. 72af 
them financed entirely from 
British sources. Scarcely a 
quarter of. those 72, however, 
have found British distribu¬ 
tors.- 

A fibn only crones alive 
When it-is seen, and urgent .-, 
action needs- to .be taken to. 


loosen the major distributors' 
€rip {a tall order), increase 
awfienpes’ . curiosity, build 
more screens,, or instigate 
more reafisfeartitudes among 
those^stampeding the lottery 
hcn^pot-But let’s get Christ¬ 
mas over with first. 































The five-bedroom Chalet Sorbiers: good value at £360,000? British interest in die ski-chalet market is growing 

Time to go for snow 

The pound’s strength is making a French STSfSiS'SSrSSS; 
ssf chalet a good buy, says Diana Wildman 


B ritish buyers are back in 
the Alps. The pound's 
strength against the 
French franc, coupled 
with the severe property recession 
in France, means that for the first 
rime in seven years interest in the 
top echelons of the ski-chalet mar¬ 
ket is growing 

Zigi Davenport, of the Alpine 
Apartments Agency in Leominster. 
Herefordshire (01544 388234). says: 
“Three years ago. £1 bought a 
drastically low Fr7.6. Last July 
sterling soared as high as Frl035. 
Now £~] is worth Fr9.8. 

“Easy access to Geneva airport 
has made the Alps a popular choice 
for the business executive seeking a 
European base. The Channel Tun¬ 
nel has also helped: there are TGV 
lines with stations at Annecy. 
Cluses. Moutiers and Bourg-St 
Maurice. Many British families are 
moving away from seaside holi¬ 
days for acrive pursuits, which the 
Alps can offer year-round. 

"Two years ago. EI20.000 might 
have bought a three-bed room cha¬ 
let in the Alps. But clients now have 
to pay £150.000 to £200.000. For 
£300.000, a client would expect a 


chalet in a popular resort with 
fine views and four bedrooms.*' 

UK agents are finding that 
would-be buyers are after detached 
chalets costing between E150.000 
and £500.000? not as might be 
expected, the cheap studios or one- 
bedroom apartments, which cost 
about £22.000. 

Mrs Davenport says: “Most 
people buy with rental income in 
mind. Tour operators know this 
and are seeking smart, three to five- 
bedroom chalets. But smart chalets 
in popular resorts are at a premi¬ 
um; too many international buyers 
are chasing too few properties.*’ 
Alpine Apartments is selling 
Tapia, a four-bedroom, four-bath- 
room. fully furnished chalet with a 
full-length sun terrace, on the ski 
slope at Meribel. for £330,000. 
There is no car access in winter. 
Near by is the five-bedroom Chalet 
Sorbiers for £360.000. 

This shortage of alpine proper¬ 
ties surprised Veroni Gilbert from 


East Hend red in Oxfordshire when 
she and her husband Anthony 
decided to buy a chalet for them¬ 
selves and their sons aged 16, 13 
and 8 last winter. 

She says: “We were thinking of 
moving to a large home with some 
land in Oxfordshire, but we decid¬ 
ed to buy a ski home instead, 
because we adore skiing. We 
wanted to be dose to Geneva 
airport to make weekend skiing 
feasible. We looked at several 
properties in various resorts and 
got very depressed. 


“ ventually, welookedata 

I j large farmhouse m the 
ll' middle of die slopes 
^ above the village of 
Grand Bounaird in the ski region 
of Chinaillon. This turned out ID be 
a vast seven-bedroom home in a 
half-acre garden with an open-air 
swimming pool. We were not 
looking for something so big. but 
the price we paid would buy little in 


Courchevel or Val-d’Is&e. We plan 
to spend most school holidays 
there, plus occasional weekends. 

“It is easily readied by air or via 
the Channel Tunnel. But buying 
die bouse took ages and although 
we agreed to buy last January, it 
was not officially ours until Sep¬ 
tember.” The Gilberts paid about 
£250.000. 

Hamptons International has 
chalets in Mferibel from £60,000 to 
£400,000, including a six-bedroom 
fiat an the first floor at Le Grand 
Tetras, in the residential area of Le 
Belvedere in die upper part of the. 
main town. There is direct access to 
the slopes and die ski lifts. 

Bill McClintock, of Hamptons, 
says: “M6ribei has an extremely 
long ski season and is open through 
the summer, when facilities indude 
an 18-bole golf course, tennis, 
swimming, riding and walking: as 
well as ice skating in the 1992 
Olympics stadium. The prospect of 
good rental income is. attracting 
international investors to buy at the 
top end of the market 

“Although die capital outlay is 
high, die rental return and capital 
gam should be higher.” 
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e to find a house 


How easy is it to 
buy a home on 
the Internet? 
Katherine Bergen 
found out 


N o time wasted on wearing. 
outshoe.leafoer, no Gll- 
ups of the petrol tank as 
you travel far and. wide to view - 
houses: a personal computer 
mouse can do much of the work. 

Now that property companies 
are going cm die Internet, you can - 
select a property by PC.- 
The Internet Property Finder 
(1PF) is one such site: Its subscrib¬ 
ers include Savifls, Knight Frank, 
John D. Wood, Gluttons. Hum¬ 
berts, Jackson ■ Stops & Staff. 
Hamptons. Strutt ftlttiker, line 
Fox, General Accident. Lurot 
Brand and the housebuilder Gal- 
liard Homes. 

Nicholas Leaning of Humberts, 
who helped to set up LPF three . 
years ago, describes it as a “global 
pooT of agents’ data that is 
constantly updated, “In the next 
five years, 1 * he says, “it will become 
the common method of seeking 
property details and will cut down 
enormously on administration, es¬ 
pecially phoning and paperwork.” 

Sounds wonderful, but put to the 
test, 1PF could not find a house for 
between £200,000 and £300,000 in 
London. When the request was 
changed to a- fiat, it offered 25 
examples. One of these, in a 
riverside development called Spice 
Quay and still under construction 
by H alliar d Homes, is on the mar-. 
ket for the very specific price of 
£209,583. The e-mail response op¬ 
tions indude asking for written 
sales details, requesting to view the 
site or even leaving an offer. 

Going further afield, IPF con¬ 
jured up a house with 35 acres of 
meadows and paddocks at East 
Dereham in Norfolk. This was one 
of five properties that appeared in 
the £400,000 to £500.000 range. 
Ask for more details and interiors, 
location and floor plans can all be 
scrutinised. 

The Knight Frank Website gives 
only the options of London or 
“country". If you select “country", 
all properties within your chosen 
price range wifi come up. This is 
fine-if you don't mind browsing. 
But if your heart is set on a 
particular county, you will have to 
sift further. 

The list when it appears on 
s creen, is pleasingly dear with a 



Web search; aminHXHmtty estate in East Anglia, abow. foriSMti, 
,. and & large house in Grampian, below, for about £195,000 * 



picture of each home next to basic 
details. For more details, you can 
dick on to a foil-page description 
of a property. 

When a request was placed for a 
house near Inverness with more 
than four bedrooms. HomeCo 
came up with Arradoul House 
near Elgin. Grampian. The bouse 
had recently changed agents, from 
Wmk& McKenzie to Smiths Gore 
in Elgin (01343820213). but this had 
nor been updated on the Internet 
Smiths Gore is asking about 
£195,000 and has iflustnilcd the 
property with five photographs 
one aerial and oiie of the house 
from the garden, and pictures of 
the kitchen, dining roonf and 
drawing room. 

In response to a request for a 
building plot in Inverness, Proper¬ 
ty Network came iip with a house 
site. Munro and Noble is seeking 
£35,000 for the L25-acre site. 

Berkeley Homes put its maga¬ 
zine Moves' on the Internet 18 


months ago. On its Website, each 
property is-belpfully numbered on 
a map of the bounty. Paul ValTone, 
Berkeley’s marketing director, says 
the site gets about 100 inquiries a 
month mid estimates that £1 mil¬ 
lion in sales can be attributed to the 
Net.He adds: “In a month or two 
we wifi also list details of local 
schools and transport.” 

But the future lies with virtual 
reality “fly-through s”. Now com¬ 
mon in the United States, these are 
special videos that allow buyers to 
“walk around” the rooms of a 
home. They give a good impres- 
aon of -dimensions, light and 
space. 

. • International Property Finder. 

HttpJhnrtaf tr ope r tjfiruierxojik 

9 HomeCo: 

http://wKWJvmexoMk: 

9 UK Property Network: 
taqc//w —ud ynptrQ a atax om 
9 Berkeley Homes: 

'. kap://mmierixltygraupxom 
9 Knight Eranic e-mail: 


PROPERTY 


SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 


BATTERSEA r/H.4 brdho™. «]| 
path. Quick ula. £250.000. 
TnfcO wnar 0171 93S4832. 

WomlawonlL Largs, 
ul oaa bedroom gro un d 
Sudan flat. Paeara i ud id 
hl»h mandonL Spadou 
room 24’ x 16’ irill, 
m onto flOfi gudon. 
kiutani ud mlsod 
and bathroom. 
■mortar daoomtkm 
itahrd. nOS.OOO For 
call 0171 43V 4142 
lays or 0964 31092a prt- 


KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA 


OOUDMURST 4004- aent of 
wootfUnd with 3 lakor A pont- 
bla ml Cor a taiga bona or 
■nldpln of holiday homos. 
Cl-Sm Country Fropany 01680 
211838 fonoa 7 dsn) 


SOMERSET 


HATH i>mr loo king rtror, rpa- 
ci™» 2 bod dal. C/M. under 
coror pkg, un walk city con- 
no. £90000. 0122S 723(390. 


WALES 



CUMBRIA 


COWTV HOMESEARCH CO WU1 
riDd If recurr yoor Ural flora* 
m-tfwn 01524 702399 


COWTy HOMKSEARCH CO Pro- 
lowloml HUTrisa to find I 
■acuta roar non property. Car 
dm Tal 0845 600 0104. 


LONDON RENTALS 


SW11 2 Bedroom 
Luxury* Fully 
Furnished FlaL 

SooO ude ijv crlookjft? the 
Thames. uiperfi virus. T4 hour 
r'ftrw. !0 mm iroci tuhr. .-arape 
Fa-kin; fro 2 can mnumm 
rrar.il I yeai Rea:: MJMttpcxu. 
N<.pe-n .No rjmCv 

Tel John 0181 6582703. 


LONDON RENTALS 


AJHLA. WTBUWnOMAI. Luxury 
flair A tarnsar tor long, than or 
holiday lau. All Cannl London 
mm, 0171 724 4844 _ 

ABB YOU VMdag London} 
Caro l Hatxtrr tiro qnaHry 
flair and house* In Caimrl 
Inn d on for long or ibort ram 
■rondo- 0171 224 3773, 

LITTLE VENfCE/Maida VMo. The 
SpadaUrl local rgontr. tma 
mxom. 91cko«n 0171 289 1092 

BWB fnM 2 had Oat 2 bach 1 
now UL newly rofozbixhod. 
B3B0nw. 0171 396 6100 

STH KEM Now 3 bod unforn hra 


ST jams WOOD. Modem q» 
dan family rr wkrn r x 
unforn. 4 bods. 2 baths. 2 
racapr. UiArfwira, grraar. 
polio. taSOpw. 0171 395 5100 


WC1TWN1T1H y rpac 3 bad DM, ROHM HOMES Od —S l rod 
2 I hUTtr . 2 racapr. porter. Calf Oran. Oantntaad mol 
pfc&f/fom, tmnrac coud. tmlc. nr rrh r nn ro. TEA 01202 BMW 
rube. £66Qpw. 0171 395 6100 


rube. EABOyw. 0171 395 6100 
YYS ▼ rpacloar 2 bad 2 bath Oxl ~ 

OVERSEAS 
PROPERTY TO LET 


COUNTRY RENTALS 



IMMCranMni.nnadcMx 

... Inak XT 0084 

72434264 Fox MBS. m. 
wobext—/rarbc x t/ rrp m m 


TO LET 


WESTMIfrSTER BRIDGE 
U .U Ki MPARTMEVTS 
Finn X2S0 Rif. 

■ - Sxr.LuCfTgzi - =a 5 t Fiaadri J 
LharHottlliBinQ^la i 
V C OUNTY HALL W 
X. LETTIMJCa M 
Xfll7t 620 1600 


FRANCE 


WT without Cammlrrton. Proa! 
■«Al*a regularly, M your 
homo, r ralrrtlrm of roal arena 
coxnrpondlngto ygurdmrnd. 
Fax (33) 4 67 03 03 19. or 
wnto ux La fnlauuU r 
Bui g p rr h 34297 Hantprllter 


PORTUGAL 


Europe, a banvttfol coorrUne 
rod a coamapaUnai way of tUU. 
For details on your T»ew rfn, 
contact Portogoa. Tet 01290 
330 22S OSL Fox: 00351 82 
34L286 PnnugnL 



CANADA 


SPAIN 


COSTA DM BUM. Ka. 

- SBlrndU rOU 2 nrins 9 

hrus Msitu s. 640m sq 
snrrahlna In rin 2JOOTS sq tad. Ttap, 


LONDON PROPERTY 


The price went up by 10 per cent once it was realised that the cottage had belonged to George Orwell 

Homes with star quality 


STYLISH LIVING 
IN THE HEART 
OF LONDON 


PT RE 


Sitpsm C>wrt has Uc n 
i/f tinned Jar Jisicrnm^ 
Indkidiul j Iwkuigjar 
luxurious ajurtuirnts i 
ri^h: in thv c-.utn of 

the \\tpital. With the . 
Riur Thames., the j 
Tnu\r of London and 1 
The City close hy and 
thc thriving Docklands 
to the east. Sceptre Court 
pro; iJo iht perfect 
hncxtiuK for those looking 
for a lifestyle combining 
sophistication u ith the 
cmixntma of city lif. 





I.A : BED APARTMENTS 
UJlMXXi - iJ JfljMiO 
OPENING HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
[!.«UMTOh.30PM 

5ATI-RDAY AND SUNDAY 
I0AM TO 5PM 
SALES OFFICE 

ENSIGN STREET, LONDON El 
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T he rich and fomeus are different 
While the rest of us pound ihe 
streets looking for the perfect 
house, edebrides use buying agents. But 
finding the right home, or selling, for a 
celebrity can be fraught with potential 
disaster. 

The first difficulty is maintaining a 
complete news embargo if asked to do so. 
“You can only keep the lid on for a certain 
amount of time." says Colin Mackenzie of 
Hamptons. It might be the cleaner, the 
gardener — sometimes it's even the 
celebrity^ own agent — who spills the 
beans. 

Dawn Carrin of Jackson Stops & Staff 
says film stars can be the exception. 
Michael Caine seemed happy to link his 
name to the sale of his house in 
Oxfordshire that cost more til an £1.S 
million. 

However, when Hamptons was trying 
to sell Susan George’s Thameside home, 
the star insisted on a privacy clause. 
Viewers were not to know it was her home 
and all photographs and souvenirs were 
removed prior to viewing, until it failed to 
sefi. “We eventually persuaded her to go 
public” says Mr Mackenzie. “While we 
weren't inundated by Straw Dogs aficio¬ 
nados. we did sefL” ” 

American film stars are a different 
issue. Paranoid about security, they 
would never buy a house once owned by a 
politidan, and the owner of a house in 
Little Venice, London, will never know if 
Madonna had really wanted to buy iL 
Furious that her viewing had leaked to the 
press, she dropped it like a hot potato. 

Such stars nave their lawyers draw up 
detailed confidentiality clauses to be 
signed by agents and vendors and. if it is 


Sue Herdman on the 
tactics celebrities use 
when buying or selling 

they who are selling, prospective viewers, 
too. 

Television personalities are, according 
to Robert Bailey of Strutt & Barker, 
“usually mare than willing to expose 
themselves and their homes”. Stars such 
as Christopher Biggins and Angharad 

Rees recognise that it is better to be looked 
over than overlooked. TTiey embrace the 
press at these times, having a canny eye 
for publicity and a competitive price for 
their house-. 

Pbp stars are likely to insist on total 
pnvacy. espedafiy if they are family men. 
If word gets out they will simply withdraw 
from the sate. 

The more outre the star, the more 
conventional the home he or she looks for 
Pjriy press, of agents Pereds, says: “Most 
of my clients, including bands like The 
Who, are after a touch of medieval charm 
m a rural location.” 

Ibis is borne out by Atty Beor-Roberts 
of Knight Frank. His patch covers the 
Cotswolds and his star clients want 
complete pnvacy, preferably out of a 
village. 

He says: “It’s often a simple farmhouse 
they’re after with an Aga and three 
deerhounds.” 

Onre the agent has succeeded in luring 
some shaggy-haired star drummer to his 
rural idyll, whar is he like to deal with’ 
“Frankly.” says Mr Beor-Roberts, “often 
jolly rude, hours late and wftfofor too 



many hangers-on bowing and scrapi 
his every word.*’ 

Karen Carpmael of the Knighisb 
agents WA Ellis says: “There an 
types of celebrity: those who are Im 
and charming and those who are i 
lievably arrogant and obnoxious." 

Can she name one? “Absolutely 
she says, discreetly but, talking of ns 
"the second group tend to use their s 
to get the attention they think 
deserve. And they assume money 
anything." 

It can be to an agent’s advantage 
star requests no publicity. Otherwise, 
have to deal with time-wasters. 

^ "Time-wasters," says Ms Carpi 
“often trip up during the initial corn, 
don. Tourists have great stone 
looking on behalf of friends back h 
but are usually delighted with a t 
discussion and a couple of glossy 
chures to take home.” 

.A celebrity sale does not always ai 
foe value of the house, says Jona 
Hewlett of Savifis. In fact a cele 
connection can detract from the valui 
london residence. 

“TakeFreddie Mercury’s old hou 
Kensington," he says. “It remains a rr 
to his fans and tile current owners 
haw to cope with graffiti on their vw 

a COnn ectior 
pay dividends, particularly if the far 
person was literary. Biyan Bishop ai 
m ?, d u^ lwyn ’ Hertfordshire^ h; 
small thatched cottage on their book? 
summer. When tfaey realised irhadT 
George Orwell’s home, featuring h 
novel Animal Farm, they had “fant 
interest, lots of press coverage and 

reckon, a 10 per cent increa^n its 




























































New Zealand 
qualify for 
meeting with 
England 

■ cricket: England will meet 
New Zealand in the semi-finals of 
the women’s World Cup in 
Madras on Boxing Day. New 
Zealand yesterday had little 
trouble in defeating Ireland by 139 
runs in their quarter-final, 
played in Bombay. 

Debbie Hockley and Emily 
Drumm launched die New 
Zealand innings with a 
partnership of 121 and the team 
total of244 for three was well 
out of range of Ireland, who 
struggled to 105 for nine in their 
50 overs. Only three players 
reached double figures, Adele 
Spence, with 18, finishing as top 
scorer. 

Miami Blues 

■ AMERICAN FOOTBALL: 

Mairrio Grier and Dave Meggett 
ran for second-half 
touchdowns as the New England 
Patriots beat Miami Dolp hins 
14-12 on Monday night to win the 
AFC East title and gain home 
advantage In next week's rematch 
against the Dolphins in the 
play-offs. Miami have not won an 
away game in the post-season 
since 1974. 

China on standby 

■ MOTOR RACING: China 
could stage a Formula One grand 
prix next year at a new track in 
the southern city of Zhuhai. The 
circuit is one of two reserve 
venues — South Africa’s Kyalami 
track is the other — if either the 
Belgium or Portugal races are 
withdrawn, according to 
reports in Hong Kong. 

Fernandez regrets 

■ TENNIS: Maty Joe 
Fernandez, of the United States, 
has withdrawn from next 
month’s Australian Open because 
of a wrist injury. Fernandez, 
ranked No 11 in the world, has 
twice been rtmner-np in the 
event, losing to Steffi Graf in 1990 
and Monica Seles in 1992. 

Barcelona bound 

"■ KOCKEY:Xaureh and Annie"* “ 
Wiliams, the daughters of the 
legendary rugby union player. 

J. P. R. Williams, are among the 26 
players chosen for a Great 
Britain development camp in 
Barcelona next month. 


Klinsmann’s bid to 
turn back time 
doomed to failure 


Toshiba arrives in Sydney in sixth place, thanks-to a frantic Late surge after slipping from third to last in a single, baffling night 

Sidelined en route to Sydney 


U p until the point when 
things went wrong for 
us, we had had a good 
third leg on Toshiba, 
disputing the lead with EF Lan¬ 
guage coming across the Great 
Australian Bight The fleet had 
developed a big separation, north 
and south of about 100 miles, which 
we all thought was going to be the 
deriding factor. We didn’t expect it 
To condense to just 25 miles from 
first to last in the Bass Strait and we 
came through there in the top three, 
only six miles behind the leader. 

Going up the Australian coast, 
there were varying, wind strengths 
.inshore and offshore and it was a 
game of getting the most velocity. 
Two days before the finish, when 
Toshiba was between Wilson's 
Promontory and Cape Howe off the 
Victoria coast the only boat next to 
us was BrunelSunergy, which was 
in sight as the-day wore on. It was 
one of those moments when we just 
had to choose a way to^go. It was 
nothing radical, not really a big 
derision fii the whole race, or a case 
of shab-we-go-m or shall-we-go- 
out it was just sailing on and 
keeping in touch and covering 
Brunei. 

The other boats went out of sight 


Paul Standbridge, skipper of Toshiba, reflects 
on the latest leg of the Whitbread race 


during the evening and the wind 
shift tended to put us in towards the 
coast Again it was nothing we 
really talked abour or queried, it 
was just natural. You've got to saE 
somewhere, so off we went As 
night set in. the wind got fighter 
and lighter and we thought: “Yikes, 
this could be a bit scary, 1 hope the 
others are having a calm parch, 
too." Then the wind filled in off the 
land, as it does, and we sailed along 
the coastline and we thought it was 
probably OK — no big deal — that 
is until we got the position schedule 
in the morning and found we were 
in eighth place. 

1 knew we were in trouble then. 
As daylight came, we saw a few 
boats on the horizon in front—five 
or six miles away—the girls in EF 
Education were ahead and Brunei 
was out fo sea arid behind us. but it 
was' an ariibiguou^positiori. 'We'- 
were as good as in last place with 
only 250 miles to go. Not much time 
in boats which are supposedly 
identical. 

When you are skipper, whenever 


the going is good, you get a certain 
amount of glory and when (he 
going gets bad, you get the blame 
pure and simple — and quite 
rightly so, because you have to take 
foe rough with the smooth. So you 
do feel worse as captain. You think: 
"Jesus, that is actually my 
responsibility." 

The clock was ticking after that 
and the miles were slipping away. 
One shouldn't use the girls as too 
much of a boat to beat because of 
our chauvinistic attitudes, but they 
are and foal is foe bottom line. So I 
was very, nervous about being 
beaten, not only by the girls but by 
eight other boats. 

We worked very hard after that. 1 
didn’t need to motivate the crew to 
get them out of last place — it goes 
without^ saying. We were afi look- 
' mg at each other' and" saying: 
-“Right, we’re getting out of here." 
So we started working hard, or I 
should say continued to work hard, 
because we worked hard the whole 
time- If. you donX you'll be left 
behind. Although getting ter Sydney 


in sixth place was not what we 
would have wanted at foe start of 
foe leg, we were very relieved not to 
get there last 

~ Obviously, there is a Jinle bit of 
form beginning to show in foe race 
now. I wouldn’t read ioo much into 
it at foe moment. We’re still not 
panicking. 

After leg one. you come in sixth 
and you say that’s OK, it’s one bad 
race in a nine-race regatta. But. of 
course, time is going to run out and 
we can’t say that forever- But the 
same thing does apply; we have 
done three races out of nine and we 
are in seventh and I am not 
particularly happy with that The 
good side is that we are only one 
point off sixth, though I don’t 
particularly want to be sixth either. 

At this stage in the game, I still 
think any one of foe leading seven 
boats is capable of winning. People 
normally win this race by default — 
in the last race Tokio's dismasting 
let Yamaha through. This time it 
will'probably be foe same. Then, 
purely on the mathematics, anyone 
could’ win and the top three boats 
are aLl going to have some bad legs. 
Paul Cayard is probably the least 
likely to slip up badly because he’s 
proving to be very good. 


J urgen Klinsmann's trium¬ 
phant return to Tottenham 
Hotspur lakes me back to 
my own triumphant return to a 
place in foe south of Crete. It was 
a speck of a village called Agia 
Galini and I loved it and I was 
happy there. That's aJL really. No 
pen recorded either visit, no eyes 
but mine read the words. 

I first went there in 1970. Agia 
Galini had perhaps less than a 
dozen foreign visitors. It was 
pretty hard to get la a five-mile 
hike under fierce sun from the 
nearest road. And we swam and 
sat about in caffe and talked and 
talked and were made quietly 
welcome. That's all really. 

Two years later, foe plat* was a 
throbbing tourist resort. Stalls 
everywhere selling taL Every 
house a boarding house. The 
amiable, moustached proprietor 
now a harassed and successful 
businessman. Agia Galini had 
lost its innocence, and so had I. 
And I resolved then never go 
back It is a mistake foal people 
make throughout life that you 
can go back toa place, a person, a 
job, a life that made you happy. 
Klinsmann’s return to Spurs 
seems, at least on the face of it. to 
be entirely prompted by this 
mistaken view of life. 

Call it Klinsmann's Error. It is 
one to which football people are 
greatly inclined. They have the 
sense of appropriateness that is 
better used as an aspect of foe 
craft of writing novels, if it seems 
somehow appropriate, it has to 
be right So Klinsmann comes 
back. He had one wonderful 
season with Spurs in which he 
scored 29 goals, was footballer of 
the year and charmed the pants 
off everyone in a manner that 
even Ruud Gullit cannot aspire 
to. He comes back as if such a 
year can be had for the asking; 
foe magic of the appropriate 
return wfll make everything 
come out righL 

Football is littered with tales of 
magnificently appropriate re¬ 
turns and their inevitable failure. 
Howard Kendall at Everton, is a 
troubled man at a troubled club. 
His return to the club he man* 
aged so gloriously was intended 
to put an end to trouble. At Spurs, 
the appointment of Osvaldo 
Ardtles as manager was a step to 
an inevitably glorious future. 
Ardiles had been the most dra¬ 
matic signing in foe history of 
English football when, in 1978. he 
was a World Cup winner with 
Argentina, crossing the world to 
play football for Spurs and doing 
so with huge distinction. 

His return as manager was 
expected to complete the cirde 


SIMON BARNES 



Midweek View 


with cosmic appropriateness, a 
novelist's simple turn of the plot 
that led inevitably to the happy 
ending. But it was a hideous 
mess. 

You cannot go back to old loves 
expecting the same joys of discov¬ 
ery. How many times can you 
lose your virginity, after all? An 
overworked and oppressed jour¬ 
nalist on a national newspaper 
might feel nostalgic about the 
local paper he worked on as a 
youth, but he returns there at his 
periL 1 am occasionally nostalgic 
about my days of freelancing 
around Asia — but go back to it? 
Hong Kong has changed beyond 
recognition, and so have I. That 
is not politics, it is Time. 

The glorious return is nothing 
less than a fight against Time, an 
attempt to force foe hands to 
move counterclockwise by sheer 
force of will. As such, it can do 
nothing but fail. 

Time, however, has softened 
the severity of foe rule I made as I 
left Agia Galini for the last time-1 
will go back to places now. 1 have 
been back to Hong Kong and 1 
keep returning to my beloved 
Luangwa Valley in Zambia. I tel! 
myself it is all right to go back, 
bul don’t go looking for what you 
found last time. Nothing stays 
foe same, especially not yourself. 
That is by way of being foe 
definition of being alive. 

Spurs have changed, in mood, 
in manner, in personnel. Klins¬ 
mann has changed, toa he being 
alive. Does he seek foe things he 
had at Spurs last time? The same 
easy love, the same effortless 
triumph, foe happy return to the 
easy Agia Galini of the past? Or 
is he wise enough to seek a new 
horizon, a new challenge, to 
embrace foe changes in himself, 
in Spurs, in Premiership football, 
and to march not into the past but 
the future? 


RUGBY UNION: ENGLISH CLUBS ANGERED BY tyllNOR FORMAT CHANGES 

Threat to boycott cup increases 


THE prospect of a boycott of 
foe Heineken Cup by En¬ 
gland's leading clubs looked a 
distinct possibility last night 
after what appeared to be only 
cosmetic changes to the struc¬ 
ture, and schedule of next 
season* competition. 

The duectors of the Euro¬ 
pean Rugby Cup Ltd (ERC) 

. have scrapped one round of 
foe toumamen t — foe quarter¬ 
finals play-offs — which has 
reduce! its length from ten 
weeks to nine. Next season the 
quarter-finals will consist of 
toe five pool winners, plus the 
three best runners-up. 

The competition has been 
put back three weeks from this 
year* start dare to enable 
dubs to play at least the 
opening six league games in 
the Allied Dunbar Premier¬ 
ship, which kicks off on Au¬ 
gust 2Z 

The' pool matches will be 
played between October 3 and 
November 7. a section of foe 
season that the clubs fed cuts 
right across the domestic com¬ 
petition they are striving to 
establish on a meaningful and 
uninterrupted basis. 


By Mark Souster 


On top of that, foe situation 
is exacerbated next season 
because of World Cup qualify¬ 
ing games involving England, 
Scotland. Ireland and Italy, as 
well as pre-Christmas interna¬ 
tionals for which the last three 
weeks of November and the 
first week of December have 
been set aside. 

Another large hole in the 
autumn schedule will not ap¬ 
peal to owners and investors, 
most of whom would rather 


see the Heineken Cup run as a 
thread throughout foe season 
or rescheduled after Christ¬ 
mas as a build-up to the five 
nations' championship. Some 
are already reluctant to enter 
the European Conference. 

David Buchanan, foe presi¬ 
dent of Richmond, said yester¬ 
day that foe real issues had 
not been addressed and that a 
meeting would be held to 
discuss the ramifications early 
in the New Year. “We have to 


Saracens without Hill 


RICHARD HILL, Saracens’ 
England flanker, has a ham¬ 
string injury and will miss the 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 
game with Leicester on Boxing 
Day. The match, one of the 
most important in Saracens’ 
history, is sure to draw foe 
biggest crowd yet to foe team’s 
new home at Watford. Alex 
Bennett, from Orrell. replaces 
Hill. 

Saracens sh proudly on top 
of the Premiership but their 


championship credentials will 
be tested to the full by 
Leicester, who beat Harle¬ 
quins 27-3 last Saturday. 

Damian Hopley, 27, of 
Wasps, the farmer England 
centre, will miss the rest of the 
season because of the recur¬ 
rence of the knee injury which 
has blighted his career. Steve 
Ojomoh, rhe Bath flanker. is 
expected to to join either 
Gloucester or Sale before foe 
end of foe year. 


look very seriously at whether 
we wish to participate in 
Europe. The options we had 
hoped would be available to us 
are not. It doesn’t do foe 
game’s sponsors or individual 
sponsors any good if we have 
a few weeks of domestic 
rugby, then switch the lights 
out again. It will never build 
our game. We have to consider 
foe full implications of what 
ERC has come up with and 
decide whether we wish to 
play in ft." 

Charles Levison, one of foe 
English directors on foe ERC 
board which met in Dublin 
last Friday, said that progress 
had been made on some of foe 
concerns in England and 
France about foe organisation 
of the Heineken Cup. The 
deferral of the start of foe cup 
next season was a “substantial 
improvement", he said. How¬ 
ever. he agreed that the possi¬ 
bility of a boycott was a 
“serious consideration". 

"It doesn’t just relate to foe 
structure of foe season, but 
also the division of moneys 
and the quality of sides." he 
added. 


BOXING DAY FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
3 a unfctss slated 
Pools coupon numoas m boctets 
■ dtefas aurefcaf 
FA Carting Premiership 

P) Areena) v Leicester fnoen) .. 

(-) Aslan Vffla v Tottenham [5.0)-- 

(2) Bolton v Barnsley (room . 

a v wfmbfedon (noon). 

I Palace 

-tempi on (noon). 

• (5) Darby v Newcastle . . 

l") Liverpool v Leeds.- — 

|7) Man Uta v Everton . .-. 

(5) Sheffield Wed v BlackCun. 

(91 West Ham v Coventry [noon) 
NtBnwrtde Laague 

FratdMsion 

ftO) Chattel v Notwich (noon) . 

(lj) * Crewe v Manchester C«y ... • 
1*2) ” Huddersteld v MKXtetrajgh 

(l^lpsw^vBirmiftfriam . 

(Ml Notfirr-tam Foresl v Swindon . 

115) Portsmouth v OPR . 

(16) Reading v West Bromwich (noon) 

t’T7| Stockport v Pot! Vale .. 

(18) Stoke v Sheffield Utd . 

(19! Sunderland v Bradford. 

(201 Tranmere v Buty .- 

pliWttyerhanplonvOxford Utd ... 

WflSQND LEAGUE PTWrtW 
8a*Wwawhv Boston; Mama vWr*fcxd. 
aafcfififfVrtcB. BmtWWftConglctonv 
teen; Masts* Toon vBuoon 
ENDSLBGH MIDLAND COMBINATION: 
Pfeaw division: GFT (Coventry) v Cav- 

Spftuw ill 50) 

-WNSTOWUEAO KENT (BK * 
tfefettr Hyj*t y Ftft-tfflone ImflCta l' utl 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY'LEAGUER 
rthnsiarc AwnW! v utuehampon. &agess 
Hie v Hassorts; Pagtiam v Sdsey (12.01. 


Second division 

’) Bournemouth v GUMngham (noon) 
Brentto d v Southend (rwonj 
Bristol Oty v MAwaD (noon) 
Btmtey v OiesleffleM . 

Caiterte v Biadqaool .. . 

Luton v Northampton 
_PfymoJh v Fulham . 

(29) PresJon v OKfriem . ... 

(30) Walsall v Bristol Rovers 

§ Wir*ham v Wigan (noon). 

Wycombe v Watford () 30) 

Vofk v Grimsby... 

TWrtl dfciatan 

(34) Bamet v Peterborough (noon).. . 

(—) Bnghlon v Coteheeiar (10). 

135) Cambridge Uld 

v Legion Orient (noonj.. 

(36) Cardtti v E*et«.-. 

(37) DaWtgton v Maocfesfield. 

(38) DoncaslB V Mansfietd.. 

(39) Hartlepool v Scarborough. 

(40) HUS v Chester. 

(41) Uncoin v RofliBhain. 

(4$ Rodxtete V SltwslW. 

(43) Scunthorpe v Nous County. 

(44i Torquay * Swansea (ISIS).......... 

VauxhaN Conference 

(45) Cheltenham v Yaovfl ( 10 ) . 

(46) Dover V WWing (noonj 

(47) Galcshead v Haifa* (20). 

(48)Hedrw3io«dvK«tlerwg . .. • 

{—) Hereford v Kidderminster (noon) 

(49) Leek v TeHord...... . 

[—) Morecambe v Southport. 

(—)NorthmenvStalvbndge ... 

(—) Rushden * Dtamonds 

vSrevsnag*. 

9 SSffivF&ough . 

nfl MARTENS LEAGUE Premier cOvtatorc 
Atheretone v Nraflon (HO): Bath v 


Merthyr BnansgiOM v HaJe&auen (1 t.Oi: 
Ciawtey v Hastings: DcrcheeJet v Salisbury: 
Foresl Green v Gttuosswr. GiesJey v 
Burton Afctan fit 30). Rahnel v King's 
Lynn (2-30). Srtrtflfcwumc v Cambric^* 
City: St Leonards V Ashford; Worcester City 
v ramwortti (11301 Southern cbvtsJon: 
Baldoc* v Chomstoid. Bashtey v Way 
mouth; Ctouedon v Weston-super-Mare 
(110): Daiilord v Enth ana Betueden) 
H20): Fisher London v Beet T: Newport 


Wtinay v CSencesrer Yale v Tn 

Mka&nd cQvfelon: Bedworth v VS _ 

(113D). BracWey Town v founds (12 0 ). 
Corby v fteston; HincMay Utd v Sutton 
Cotdfietd Town; Moor Greer u ffeddUcti 
(11 30), Pag* R v ScttxJ Boro |11.30); RC 
Wo/wfc* v Evesham; Shspshed D v 
EMcrcrt ( 12 . 0 ): StMnbridga v BbJon 
f) 130): Wgbeeh v Grantham (11.30). 
ESSEX SEKKffl LEAGUE- Premier tft- 
vnkn: Bombs v Bacftden U: Concord 
Rangers v Hutondge Sports- &eai 
Watomg v Southend Manor, Stansied v 
S&abntigewulh. 

SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
dkfskm: BWetatU v Barnstaple 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Premier tflvWon: Clacton v Harwich 
and Parkeaon: Fahenham v WaBorr Greal 
Yamoultiv Goitestan; TTpUee v Halstead 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: First * 
vision: AFC Newbury v Thaoeham Town; 
Toe on v BAT (1Z0). Acrosiaiauc-i v 
(11 p). Bournemouth v wsraome 
(10); Hornsey v Chris!church (12.01 
UHLSPORT LOOTED COUNTHSS LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier dvfedon: Eyneehury v SI 

N eots: Samtotfl « M aactetena 
INTERLINK EXPRESS ALLIANCE (11.1 
Bridgnorth v ShOnai T; Chasetown v 
V: Meteacmcn H v OWbury, KjngB Norton V 
BokHrete SJ M; Knyper&ley V v Rocsaer 
Stracfcrd Ruanal O v 


Purshore T v 


Btcoeudh Town. Sandwefl v W Mid Potee: 
StecwnhD v BarweA; WednssteU v 
WMenftal 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Atwystwyth j 
Rhayader Town lEWf. Caernarfon v 
Porthmadog, Caersws v Newirnm (2 30): 
Cemaes rnys Mon v Bangor Cnv 12.301: 
Ffiru Town v Corman £ Ouay (11.Ol, 
Hawerfordvesj v Ebbw Vale 12 30): Rhyl » 
Conwy f2 30); Vttttsfixui v TN5 (230). 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE: Pramw dh 
vision: Batymena v Coierane. CWtonvffle v 
C/usedere.; Glentoran v Urfiefo; Porudown 
v Qlenavwi. First dMslon; Cairn* v 
Bangor. 

FA! HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Premier dmuon: Bohemians v Deny 
pis). 

HUG BY UNION 
Allied Dinbar Premiership 
First division 

Saracens v Leicester (3.0). 

Wetefi League 
Rnfldh/hdon 

Blackwood v Caerphilly (noon). 

Club match 
Harttepool Rovers 

v West Hartlepool (2.0). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Club matches 

Feaiherstone v wafceteid (11.30). 

Ufcda v FUdtn (11 30).- . . 

Wigan v St Helens (3 0). 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL - Budwaner League: Let- 
cesot Fkfoifi v Leopards (2G| 

(CE HOCKEY; Express Cup: Sheffield 
Stwters v Nrtlmgfwm Panlhare (fi 30l. 





Sheehan on bridge 

-- 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

More fireworks from the Goldway-Pavliceks OKBridge chall¬ 
enge match that I mentioned yesterday. Newcomers to this 
online bridge club are amazed at the speed of play, which is 
normally no slower than face-to-face bridge. This increases foe 
potential for addiction. Hie unofficial record for most hands 
played in a week (710) is held by Mary Vickers of Boston. 
Massachusetts, when she was at a loose end: her house was 
isolated in a snowstorm. 


Dealer West 


*1043 
VKJ 10G542 
• 3 

*J10 


W 


North-South game 


IMPS 



Pavllcek 
4 H 
Pass 


Goldman 

Double 


Pavllcek 

Pass 

Double 


Soloway 
5 C 

AD Pass 


Contract: Five Clubs doubted, by South. Laad: three of diamonds 


Declarer rose with foe ace of 
diamonds at trick one ro hold 
his losses to a diamond, a 
heart, two clubs and a dia¬ 
mond ruff, conceding S00. 
Meanwhile, Four Hearts 
would have lost three spades 
and a trick in each minor for 
-3CX). Where did North-South 
go wrong in foe bidding? 

Few experienced pairs play 
a double of a Four Heart 
opener as purely penalties. 
The preferred definition 
ranges from “informative’’, 
showing a good hand, usually 
including spade tolerance. 10 
“take-our, showing a three- 
suiter, If Goldway plays the 
double as takeout, then North 


was on thin ice doubling with 
a small doubleton club, and 
might have preferred to 
chance Four Spades himself, 
or gone quietly with a pass. If 
the double was of the “infor¬ 
mative". or “pass or bid Four 
Spades” species, then South 
should have left die double in 
and hoped for the best, espe¬ 
cially at foe vulnerability: it 
makes little sense to brave the 
five level, vulnerable against 
not, without fair expectation of 
making foe contract. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 



WORD-WATCHING. 


JEJy Philip Howard 


OCOTE 

a. An Amerindian tribe 

b. A pine 

c. A desert marsupial 
RAM B LA 

a. A Spanish hiker 

b. A shanty 

c. A ravine 


RUBINETTU 

a. A deep red dye 

b. A bull fighter’s rosette 
C. A tap 
QUEBRADA 

a. A mountain stream 

b. “What impertinence!” 

c. Writing by knots 

Answers on page 33 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

British triumph 

Nigel Short and Michael Ad¬ 
ams have achieved foe ex¬ 
traordinary feat of reaching 
foe semi-finals of the qualify¬ 
ing section of the Fide world 
championship in Groningen, 
Holland. In the first round of 
the semi-finals. An and drew 
with Gelfand. while Adams 
bear Short. Although one of 
foe British grandmasters will 
be eliminated, there will, 
therefore, be one British 
grandmaster in foe final elimi¬ 
nator foardeiermines foe chal¬ 
lenger to Anatoly Karpov, foe 
reigning Fide champion. 

The dash between Short 
and Adams will also settle the 
vexed question of who is now 
foe strongest British player. 
Although Short has already 
played one world title match, 
and continues to head foe 
British Chess Federation 
team, Adams has overtaken 
him in foe ratings. 

In the quarter-final Adams 
had a tough match against the 
Dutch grandmaster Loek van 
Wely, winning when Van 
Wely lost on rime in foe play¬ 
off section. 

White: Michael Adams 
Blade Loek van Wely 
Fide world championship 
Groningen. December 1997 
Trompovsky Attack 


12 

Ekj6+ 

Kd7 

13 

tog3 

cb 

14 

C4 

Nb6 

15 

Oe2 

Gc7 

16 

Ot2 

N>c4 

17 

Nc3 

Gb6 

18 

0-0-0 

Kc7 

19 

Qe2 

Nd6 

20 

Kbl 

a5 

21 

d5 

34 

22 

dxc6 

b«6 

23 

Qc2 

Ga5 

24 

Nd4 

607 

25 

Ne4 

e5 

2& 

N<?2 

N.&4 

27 

BvM 

QcS 

28 

Nc3 

Be 7 

29 

Bel 

Ra5 

30 

Rftdl 

FW0 

31 

Qe2 

Be8 

32 

FtodB 

K»d8 

33 

a3 

Bd6 

34 

OI3 

Ke7 

35 

OI5 

Qc4 

36 

Hd5 + 

otdS 

37 

R>c4 

dtc4 

3S 

007+ 

KdS 

39 

Og8 

ke7 

40 

Qxe4 

Rc5 

41 

Qg8 

BT7 

Blac)- lost on lime 



1 

d4 

d5 

2 

Bg5 

t6 

3 

Bh4 

Nc6 

A 

©3 

Nh6 

5 

Bd3 

M15 

6 

Nt3 

h5 

7 

B 93 

Nb4 

0 

e4 

dxe4 

9 

BxbA 

g5 

10 

c3 

Nd5 

11 

h3 

Nxg3 


Diagram of final position 

i A if!": 

3R fiS 5fcr! 

Mmm m* 

lljii i 

m BfAm 
mm m mn 

a b c d e 1 g 

Competition winner 

The name of the Saturday 
competition winner for De- 
CCTiber 13 was omitted last 
Saturday. The winner is John 
Wilks Junes, from Anglesey. 

D Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday tu Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


\MNNiNG MOVE 


D 


By Raymond Keene 

Black to play. This position is 
from the game McNab — 
Plaskett, Hastings 1996. 

Black has an army of central 
pawns marching down the 
board but has fo deal with the 
threats to his queen and rook. 
What is foe best wav to go 
about this? 

Solution on page 33 


m m. m mi 
m i§ M±m 
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THE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 241997 


RACING: ONE MAN’S SUPREMACY CHALLENGED IN ENTHRALLING CONTEST FOR KiNG GEORGE 



BY Chris McGrath 

FOR most punters, the form 
book has more than enough 
grey areas as it is. Of the nine 
horses seeking distinction in 
the Pertemps King George VI 
Chase, however, three are 
greys. Should one of them 
prove successful at Kempton. 
of course, he must also com¬ 
pere with the spectral Desen 
Orchid, four times a winner 
there in Christmas past. 

Such comparisons ensure 
that even die best horses, the 
best performances, are always 
prey to ambivalence. Few 
champions, certainly, can 
have been received so equivo¬ 
cally as One Man, himself 
seeking a third consecutive 
King George on Friday. 

No matter that he has. with 
dinical dispatch, won 15 of his 
W completed races: nor that he 
has routed, repeatedly and 
irrepressibly, the most pugna- 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: So Is girth 
(3.10 Ayr) 

Solsgirth's two successes have 
both come at Ayr and the form 
of his chasing debut victory 
last time has worked out wdL 
Open to further improvement 
he can brat Master Bavard al 
these weights. 

Next best: Miss Diskin 
(3.00 Newton Abbot) 


dous rivals to be found in 
these islands — Mr Mulligan, 
the subsequent Gold Cup win¬ 
ner. was beaten when falling 
here 12 months ago, while this 
season One Man has already 
beaten Barton Bank, and Vi¬ 
king Flagship, in the betting, 
he is a warm favourite once 
again. Yet there are those who 
only have eyes for his imper¬ 
fections. 

For his arhlefic. swaggering 
style is menaced by intima¬ 
tions of fragility. As soon as he 
comes off the bridle, he falters. 
His record shows what he can 
do on it — but he has. 
somehow, also contrived to be 
accused of downright coward¬ 
ice. 

It is. nationally, the hill that 
finds him out at Cheltenham. 
The fact that he went on to 
break a blood vessel at 
Aintree. after his latest Gold 
Cup failure, offers an alterna¬ 
tive insight. Such horses go 



The grey One Man and Barton Bank do battle again in the King George VI Chase at Kempton on Boxing Day. Photograph: Hugh Roufiedge 


best fresh, and he has never 
sustained his brilliance into 
the spring. Kempton on Box¬ 
ing Day should duly be treat¬ 
ed as the occasion to celebrate 
his authentic champion quali¬ 
ty. The sharp, flat track caters 
ideally for his zest 

He should, after aD, mean a 
lot to National Hunt folk 
simply for what — or who — 
he represents. Originally 
trained by the late Arthur 
Stephenson. One Man has 
reached fulfilment in the care 
of his sage companion, Gor¬ 
don Richards. 

The horse emerges in subur¬ 


bia from that Cumbrian fast¬ 
ness. Greystoke, like some 
marauding, shimmering crea¬ 
ture of myth. The men who 
preserved his frantic energies 
have done so with their own 
shrewd brand of austere, 
patient discipline. 

By contrast, toe grey who 
has emerged as his market 
rival is an old-fashioned, 
staunch chaser whose trainer, 
the Lamboum-based Charlie 
Brooks, is a vivacious member 
of a new generation. Suny 
Bay, so impressive in the 
Hennessy Gold Cup. will en¬ 
joy testing conditions in what 


is very much a home game for 
One Man. 

Sadly, such going would 
rule out toe third grey, Senor 
El Betrutti, who has preserved 
the sport's romance with big 
Cheltenham wins for the 
three-horse Cotswold stable of 
Susan Nock. If the ground 
were to fall neutrally between 
them, however, toe pattern of 
toe race would be vividly 
predictable. 

Barton Bank — the old 
stalwart who should have won 
this race twice, but for a cruel 
last-fence fall three years ago 
— races in the van; so must 


Senor El Betrutti While Gra¬ 
ham Bradley does not believe 
it essential for Suny Bay to be. 
up there as well, he can 
scarcely be ridden for toe. One 
Man can settle just off toe 
pace, bur he. too. most enjoys 
an unrestrained cut at his 
fences. They will surely go off 
at such a pace that the faint of 
heart must craveniy fold. 

Those with a turn of foot will 
be correspondingly welt 
served. Rough Quest, toe 1996 
Grand National winner who 
broke down after racing on 
fast ground here last year, 
shaped encouragingly on his 


comeback at Haydock .toe 
other day.' His trademark, 
exemplified at Aintree, is .to 
pounce off a strong pace. ; 

By the same tbken. it is easy 
to envisage & big run from 
Challenger Du Luc, albeit that 
he has betrayed himself as not 
so much half-hearted as quar¬ 
ter-hearted. He may be eh- 
joined to run into a place, if riot 
actually to leave toe very last 
of his diums bdiind. 

Both, howewey, must"ad¬ 
dress an urgent shortcoming. 
For there is no room in,toe 
script for anything so unsea- 
sonal as a brown or bay horse/ 


BIG RACE LINE-UP 


2.20 PERTEMPS HNS GEORGE VI CHASE 

(Grade I- E60.980:3m) (9 runners) 

£51 221F-22 BARTON BANK Z7 (COJAS) (TtoJModfl) DNKtolson 11-11-10 — A Sfagore 196 

9 KomOatea - ludor's Daughter) (Emerald greon. <*Mo sura, emwafct groan con mMe start 
407 154-227 GHAUENKH 0U LUC 13 (BJ.GS) ID Johnson) M Pipe 7-11-10 _ APMccay 179 

it) g Charrtocftn - toraJe /D (Royal One. grmrafa tjoen stoovos wfxecap. emaaWgraanspoKI 

403 53-405P 0 JEDDAH 27 (B.WSS) frl Martini F Doran (FRJ 6-11-10 . „ Mr T Damn 149 
|B 5 Shekrjr ■ Uruanjattffl (Put and bun dtamonds. ray^sfcuim. price*], btaadbrnoncfl 

404 1 Z 6 P -11 OWE tlAN 31 tCOf.GS) U Htacs) 6 RWwS 9-11-10 _ R Dmoody 108 

it? g ffcrsMteo Man - Seat Om (YaBaw. ml su. yslnr stews. wtm amWs. rad st» on cap) 
401 21(12-2 BOUfflQUEST 13 (OT.&S) (AWael I Cray 11-n-lO .. _ . UAFtogexM IBS 

to g Crjsfl Course - <Xr CXjcxtt (fdavy t*je. groan sosA case cap) 

43 1Z2F-31 SEEWK BUSMSS 20 (D£S) |J togtar & P Bata] P Mrfab 7-11-10 A Dawn 180 

tSgS£".7*ro.*«cte -Miss fiacflancfcl (Back. yoBow stars. Matt Hemes. vtotsamkts. jtifowcop) 

tr 1 W 211 SENWaaEtRimilSPfASJIGNiiiAlir.SNiittB-ll-IO_CUmdyain 

■'9 gfncOo ■ Rxnbbnq Gofcfl iRjrpte. erraaMgnw' erase of Lorane. emerald green cap) 

AM *12-11 SUNYBAY27(0.GS)(UpbnfcBknttMticftodoS-lt-iQ_... 0Braky 203 

g HrzJer ■ Suny Safcmwl (flbyal Mj*. vjMs star, xrfuto stars on royal btw stews and cap/ 
403 130F4ft Y 0 RKSHRE GALE 14 (COf.aS) (BfbfW] JGJtanJ 11 - 11-10 _ LAspel184 

tr g s&ong Gale - Me Stpp®1 IBtKK raCchmran. hooped cap/ 

BCTTWC. !-4 One Mai 9-1 Sun? Bar. 5-1 Bmn Safi. 6-1 Rcutfi Coxst. ’5-T OaDengef Os Luc. Sea Mm 
ssxr.v. 25-.I Sergr El Brtutt-. SO-1 OjaftUt £ 6-1 TorWro G4e 

1996- OK MAN S-il-ID R Dunraady (843 to) 6 « darts 5 ran 


FORM GUIDE TO THE NINE CONTENDERS 


BARTON BANK 131 2nd at 14 to Suny Bay (Slb 


lup40Lltl 

worse oft) pulled up 2 out; previously 2&I 2nd of 4 
to One Man 0ew)s) in grade 11 chase at WWherbv 
(3m It. good Id firm); previously fell m grade 111 
hancficap chase at Sandown (3m 5f 110yd. good to 
soft); previously beat Meny Gate 91 in 5-runner 
grade U chase al Aintree 13m If. good) with 
Challenger Du Luc (levels) 1214th and One Man 
( 8 b better off) pulled up. 

CHALLENGER DU LUC a 2nd of 9 to Senor B 
Betrutti ( 68 ? worse off) in handicap chase at 
Cheltenham (2m 5f. good); previously neck 2nd of 
4 to Caiftsoe Bay In hancficap chase at Newbury 
(2m 41. good to soft); previously 31 2nd of 9 to 
Senor B Betrutti (9tt> worse off) in hancficap chase 
at Cheltenham (2m 4f 110yd. good). 

DJEDDAH pufled up in grade III hancficap chase at 
Newbury (3m 2f 110yd, good to soft) wth Yorkshire 
Gale (fito worse off) pufled up: previously 101 Stf) of 
13 to Merenort n chase al Auteui ( 2 m 7f 110yd, 
good to soft); previously 1<X 98th of 17 toTidefiosfc 
in hurdle at Auteui (2m 3t 110yd, good). 


ONE MAN beat Vfcteg Flagship 91 In 6 -runner grade 
II chase at Hun ti ngdon (2m 4f 110yd, good); 
previously beat Barton Bank (levels) 2 Klh 4- 
runnar grade II chase at Wefherby (3m If, good to 
ton); previously pufled up n grade II chase at 
Ahtiee (3m 11, good): pretriou^y3SI Oth of lAtoMr 
M|dliganfirmadelGoidCupatCheitBrham(3rn2f' 

ROUGH QUEST 612nd of 4 to The Grey Monk in 
chase at Haydock (3m. good to soft); previously 121 
aid of 5 to One Man (levels) in grade l King Geor 
VI Chase at Kempton (3m, good to 
Barton Bank (levels) 2113rd; previously beat I 
D’EstruvaJ tel In 14-runner novice hutfle at 
Folkestone (2m 41 710yd, good); previously beat 
Encore Un Peu 1V41 in 27-runner grade 111 Grand 
National at Aintree (4m 4f, good). 

SEE MORE BUSINESS beat Indian Tracker 41 in 6 - 
runner grade II hancficap chase at Chepstow (3m, 
soft); previously 181 3rd of IQ to Suny Bey (21b 
worse off) in hancficap chase at Haydock (3m, 
); previously fell h grade III handicap chase at 
(3m, good to soft); previously 61 aid of 4 
to Dorans Prida in grade D novice chase st 
Leopardstown (2m 5t. good). 


SB40R EL BETRUTTI beat Challenger Du jLuc 
( 6 b better off) a in 9-runner hancficap chase at 
Chettanham (2m 5f, good); previously .beat 
Chaltemer Du Luc (9b oettar an) 31 In 9-njnrwr 
grade m h and i ca p cnase at CheUenham gnri 4f 
110yd. good); previously 19 2nd of 3 to Simply 
Dashing in handicap chase at Watherby (2m 4t 
110 yd, good to-firm). 

SUNY BAY brat Barton Bank (51b better 6 IQ 13i m 
14-rumer grade lU hencficapchase at Newbuy (3m 
„2f 110yd, good to soft} with Djeddah (121b worse 
of^ puBad up and YorfcsWra Gaie pfib worse erff) 
piited up: previously be^ General Wolfe 111 in 10- 
runner hancficap chase at Haydock (3m, gcxjd)w*h 
See' More Business (2b better off) 181 3rd; 
previously 2S 2nd of 36 to Lord Gyflene rrvgrade' IF] 
Grand National at Aintree (4m 4f, gcxxi); previously 
beat Into The Red I9f hi 5-rurwer grade III handficap 
chase St Haydock (3m 41110yd, good). 

YORKSHWE GALE bed GtormlrackBr. 24(-In 5- 
rurmer handicap chase at Cheftenham (3m If 
110yd, good); peviousiy puled up In grade ID 
hKidicap chase at Newbuy (3m 2f tlOyd. good to 
soft); previously fel in grade IH hancficap Chase at 
Sandown (3m 5f 110yd, good to soft). 



THUNDERER 

12.35 Shore Party. 1.05 Fitzmaurice. 1J35 Weather 
Wise. 2.05 Raphael Bodine. 235 Lord Nitrogen. 3.05 
Freddie Muck. 3.35 Studio Thirty. 

GOING GOOD TO SOFT _ 

12.35 GOOSE NOVICES HURDLE 

fDiv I £2173:2m 31110yd) (16 raraios) 

1 153 IK FULL M0IITY 23 (G) C grate 5-11-5 5U(M 

J 3-35 BURJER BOV 8 S dvektem ?-1G-rj . _ SWim 

? OP CTfiatfS 1406 ELJmes 9-10-13 M&iyff) 

4 MO GALLANT TUfflf Z3 fJtr L WITairscr 5-16-13 . . - 

L 0 GO HFBIWtfBA 17 F Jcnto 4-IG-:3 . _ DBymc 

6 D0-? JU5TJHa 21 TKfBfiy 6-10-12 - 

’ PC LBIHACH 12 3 rrwn 6-13-12. JCoMy 

i 41-5 TAA2LKI 32 fF) 1 WiPiUR 4-n-C .... E nnland (3) 

3 0 MjrO TOT a 0 V 1 S J Bsfln 5-10-12 _ . XAnpmnSr 

ID QS 6 . PERHC LARK 575 r BraSrtcn 7-10-12 . 6 Hog» (3) 

11 OM SARAS DeUGHT 38 [I flOolOT 5-1C-12 . UrOMcPtn4f7) 
*J -346 SHORE PARTY 27 HitraBnJwpe; 5-12-'2 ... TJeis 
to- KSIERfl SUM 237 J 9 Hu$w 7-10-12 _ . LCsmasiSI 
:< DM OimMGEOtEAfFAHSOAJTOSTC-r . . GnLyoas 

15 &■ 0V51S1DEUSKT 272 0 C«n W'i-7 . u» E l Jones IT) 

16 0- RISKY ROSE 160F Grsmi ftoa 5-10-7 . . . DJMctfan 

W Dm P*T|. 3-1 Saas DeJiyt 7-J The 5jir fJcnt» 5-1 3ufl3cr Boy. 8-1 So 
sittru 12-1 MaEL.*e. 16-1 emm 

1.05 GOOSE NOVICES HURDLE 

fDivB: £2.164. 2m 31110yd) (16) 

T BAU0S 522EW0U Turner 4-IC-12 . . J Catty 

? FS DRAMA KJBi 6 B LlowJm 5-1C-12 . MJLLimlyn 

3 nGKIWG 50F I 5crai 5-10-12 . vSEKty 

4 403 FTHMAURKE 20 C Brwfc 5-16-12 . S UUta* 

5 OSOD !®HV TUDOR IMA Jew 5-10-72. Gan Lions 

6 P-5 J3LraiBYnerfcB-i!M? . T irate 

7 00 LATOTOffi) 21 : vroiatn 5-10-T2 ... E Hasten: (3] 

S 0 IS! UUUBHN 9 We L ffdupnon 5-10-12 . _ - 

9 50 HEBJJJ 20 BAtaer 5-10-12 . . ... Mr J D Iton (7) 

IB UOfiO SEVOTt 22 J E-’C-T . . Guy Laa* (M 

11 SHARP PROGRESS 35F A PJoae:«-lC-l2 . XAauai5l 

12 M SB.VS 1 GUI30 h(twe B-1G-17 .. GShetti{7) 

12 412- THE VE1AGE WAY219 IS) Mnlf Mfiam e-rc-i? . SWynra 

14 BUDS Of MAY IJ H*Me MM ... JR tonal# 

15 .Off- roRE3r*B3SE2Sl«ifc^»tf7-rO-. T - . GHofucy 

16 4M TfflAGALE2S(S)JHnflr5-1W _ LCunrasiS) 

7 J awaunce. 2-1 fte Wag» Ait. 6-1 5*. KM r i#mg Tnres. 

3i< ;y ea, ’ 2 -r Lasted 14-1 Draw Ting IE -1 men 


.35 


M1MX PIE SaiiHG HANDICAP HURDLE 

.772-2m 2f) (8) 

1 3« STARPEfWMRffl 157 IBffiFJwtei6-12-0 RHodpsfT) 

2 P2FP ST IffiUOR L8SU5:15 Ifl n tofci 5-11-0 LCranwa (Sj 

3 6120 1NEATHBI WSE4f8F£rW5MImef JRKwwpl 

4 (BSP VIA DB. CBtATR017 fC) J Muffins S-10-ti-JCaWy 

5 3534 JUSTHBAREASWaZfWRMttS-WM) Mr0HcAai(T) 

6 RW PQnOLAND T1 fl i-tO-O .. 

! |S». Gffll HNS 228 W A P Jtow 5-1IM- SMdW 

5 E»4 MB^OT»1tSNttar6-!iH; .. - . C«Mb(5) 
Ifa Dd ftnrro. 7-2 Jud fv A Ream 4-1 WanrerWise 9-2 5*Ptr!crrBr. 
5 j Uefitss Lome 12-1 Srten firg. 14-1 Re creese Bn S0-! Arrstmc 


COURSE SPECIAUSTS 


rtwreftf MIS V WiBaras S Wrier: Mm 10 nmm £00% U 
fMftnm 15 im 33, 455%. N r«EasH3*K. 20 ten HB. 
272%. D taettesm. 10 hm 37.27 OV C Eteote. 4 me IB. 22.B5. 

Z AJjw. E (ran 43 186% 

J 0 GXEVS: J B Kswadi. 11 winers tem 61 mte. 13 0%. * Aajwu. 
Jfrsntg 150% GTto 9 ai 4 5Bn35.11.«.SM«eB.Stein49 
102 %. S Wrote. 5 (ran £ 0 . 100 % _ 


2.05 


TOTE NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 
(£3.581:2m 3!) (10) 

1 2-51 WAYFARERS WAV 15 (G.S) N rfentemi 6 -U-TD 

l 2A.V TOmiaBGBMKffJftfcsVIBtainS-rr-rO SUM* 

3 3ZU- SUPBtRTCHART304 [ELS)BMag9-114 .- DJMoflaE 

4 F3-0 PUOECKCAVAUffl29fS)BAIM8-10-1J IVJDMoore(7) 

5 -BH BOLD ACRE 10 (B.S 1 J SatSey 7-10-11 ... XAqmp) 

E -241 WNUJW15 IO« Stiss H Kudn 7-KM_J Cutty 

7 OP-fl THE CROOKED OAK 22 K Imsoa-Osns 5-UM . . TJente 
B -4S2 SERSE (ffVALUE 21 (F.5) J 5m* B- 1 IWJ Mr0McPhaB(7) 
3 7(31 CAHT 5AY fi |S) J ft*»f 5-1(M Perl ... . S Wynne 

10 tWO HS5TT CALM 17 (B) □ McCan a-TD -0 ... VStafflry 
7-4 Wjytarcn Wry 5-1 Wmm. Ceil Sn. 8-1 Bold tar KM Pcetrak CmMr 
Sane V Wbc. 12-1 RvteH Bodtoe. Sqxr fttdtnt 14-1 eBwrc 


2.35 HUGHES CATERERS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.970:2m 3f 110yd) (14) 

1 SCO- LITTLE GUMCR 314 IS) M snesanl 7-1J-1Z Ur j M PAchral 

2 41/ VALIANT 609 (G) t Fatter 6-11-9... S Wynne 

3 121 - SN0W5HU. SHAKER 231 (G) N Twacn-Omc e-H -8 

4 3111 THE BREWER 52 (CDJF.&S) J Tud 5-11-1 2n)PiE«aem 

5 1452 LORO HTRQGB110 (BFDJ^I B Upwcffjn 7-1145 

Mr J L Dceoh~ 

S 33M HtJH LOW 10 ffS) I Jeass 9-lG-IO . . Mss EJ Janes (7} 
7 1-22 CARACffl. 10 fBFjCB.G5) J toifle 3-10-7 IRKnaratf: 
B 3141 SECRET GFT 16 (BJ51 MR J Pttraa 4-T0-B G Hogan pj 

9 14B STORM TBER 19(G) SIWor 6-10-1.CWeto(5i 

10 60-6 LHSTROT BUSS 9 T KaJJy 6-164J . 2nd Preterence 

11 OBP- WHTEBQNNET 224 IRS) C Jacteon 7-104) Mbs S iedtson 

12 55B» UUJSGBROW9 (S)J Brassy 5-T043. XAegomiS/ 

13 013- ORE MORE OWE 216(F) JR tt«K 5 7-1041 LOm*«s[5) 

14 0P,T» STORM POTT 20 (V) H Hgw 9-1041_G aeflffl f7) 

5-2 Sacra St W Snorattil Ssate. H-2 Sera Iqar. 6 -r isrt NAmn. •■be 
CttaH. i-i Lew. 10 -t varan <4-1 often 

3.05 PLUM PUDDING NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.368.3m If 110yd) (12) 

1 41-0 BAU.YDOUGAN 8 (WES] R Utfn 9-11-6 .. . JCdoty 

2 6-13 SPEARFEAD AGAIN 55 (BF.G) Uss V Wants 8-11-5 

suByp) 

3 U1-P STOW HARUQHY 11 fu) R Srjuf 7-1141 .. Ghog»(T, 

4 124 BA 8 AUKG22 ff.GSlT^fller 7-TO-12 . . . Sffyrae 

5 151- RRST HARVEST 272P (F.OS) c Baineg HMC-12 MrPHanty 
S 3M FRED0C MUCK 104 (BFJ.OS) It Tteoi-Owe MM2 

TJtete 

7 iM- FROWN258IS] PSown7-IMc_ . JAKasraob 

8 PPF5 JB4AR018WJateB-HM2 . . .. GayLyna 

9 4-fiP ORPHAN SPA B G McCnrt B-1C-12 DJttAB 

16 PP-P OVER TIE WROOK 21 (B) J H Kupes 1 MC-U 

LQmtasrsi 

’1 -6P5 COUNTRY STORE 20 (3) A PJcne. 3-10-7 . .. 5M4U 
!2 4-F4 HOPrefflANIE 32 (S) I Geage 7-10-7 . Mr Q MePtaA (7| 

7-4 Fie^fie Mad. 7-2 Sauftesd Agm fi-i fepTmo 8-1 hnerSMe. <C-‘ 
EKlrtesn. 12-1 Firs Heyea. Cauttry Srre I 6 -T diets. 


3.35 


KANIffOfB) BETTING NOVICES HAMNCAP 
HURDLE (£2,^4:2m If) (12) 

t 23® BADflERTWCH43 (BRCnaneRoe 6-11-10 . DJIioM 

2 1122 KSTAIfT STORM 9 |HJJ.S,S( 3 Ltottiya 4-114 

ikJLLMkn 

3 630 RUWil5i(B.TSKM43 HHen H1-1 _ GSMM(71 

4 44S1 MATOI80G8IS)Maenurt4-13-13f7e».' MrOUcFTair. 

5 33P OOFfTTBL TOM23 (B) H H*rm 7-TC-12 - 3MPrdbeKt 

E -453 BMZEOFSWGaJOWmBeS-’O-iZ-- Say Lyons 

7 Bat- mBtAttamsmaeHSxtos-tt-B _ joxxr 

I m COME OR ROMS 660 D BeCan b-TO-S_ TJente 

9 Obi 30WETT0 18 A E Men 8-1C-3.. SWptm 

IB OP-1 STUM THRTY 10 <C,G) R ttekn 5-10-3_XAajmfi 

II PPf- HRG00WB1Y309FJaian7-1S-0 _ _BCteterti 

12 064 UWFOSEBURY37BJPra7-104) ...-._ EDrabs*(3) 

■M Dram Stem. 7-2 fee Of Sail saifto nsiy, s-l MN 76 « 7-»a«Ci 
1 B-: 3ae Bemdi 20 -r Hirtpeaflaon 25-i«tm. 



THUNDERER 

12J30 Dormnos Ring. 1.00 Garethson. 1.30 The 
Brewer. ZOO Gone Lad. Z30 Edmond. 3.00 
Fenwick's Brother. 3J30 Mstton Mads. 


GOING; GOOD 


12.30 CHRISTMAS TIDE NOVTCES CHASE 

(Div I: £2.698.2m 4f 110yd) (10 runners) 

1 Z-T1 THE TOSEACH17 (CAF.Gf) J FHttMi 6-11-5 HTbontti 

2 31-P 6EMMA-SWAGER38(G)MCSratei7-U-0— Wl fcfateil 

2 623- DOMHOSRHG322MnHWSBH8-10-12-WAWSIM 

4 3FI1 HAfftEflUH CHORUS 15 ffl)MnJPftiw 7-10-12- Dleaby 

5 24Q HEFLESBYMGKTlOISItosHIWaK8-10-12 - JFTJBer 

E P4J5 HOICHAMPtn22 ACmO5-10-12 -MHdmtS 


7 P"3P MM0R HY IB (St J JetMt 7-1H2 -B( 

3 IS? MUSKTldAPy30TFaster 7-10-12 ---JAI 

S 8415 3eS*6MAH31JGOnt6-10-12 —- Lf 

IS 12-2 STRAIGHT OH 15 (F) Mra D Han 6-10-12 Meta 
7-4HBtejorOimB.94TteTosra*. 7-1 Stt#t OlH MubcI henpy. 1M 
Eerxa'i «sb tt. i 6 -< He )%es Bp ngte. 2 D-i Dmss «ns Rtaag Urn. 25-1 
carers 


1.00 CHRISTMAS TIDE NOVICES CHASE 
fDiv H: £2,676:2m 4t 110yd) (10) 

1 3-16 MARUS 29 (S)JGAnl 7-11-5 _ .. LA«Wr{R 

1 EM BALLYIKHAEL.SGBMdtag5-10-12-BCMpM 

2 433- BRDGE BO 265P K F CMtetwA 6-10-12-ItMtaM 

4 -222 cFSSPRAY23(SHMrs5SmOi5-MM2 _ RWWona(S) 

5 SO SCPAKSffEfiU*«27AHISneyS-10-12 _ JAUcOTOy 

6 233- GARETHSON 284 (Bf5) Mbs K6-10-12 JFTSfcy 

7 -123 fCKOm 25 (BFJJ) G ftaKM 6-10-12 Wdoal Branra pj 

2 31-3 SSATAM 26 (OS) OGrtoio 5-10-12— . UMUr 
9 1- SHA08AGHZ72FITOIblHMoMey6-10-12 WMcFMnd 

:z 4230 StHSVUA*9(81)KWreweS-llW _ RKtsray (3) 

M-4 Macs 7-2 GtaafiiaM. 4-1 DwffH 5-1 OccoM. SW Started). W -1 
25-13rdge end Smra Mb. Z5-I ettea 


1.30 dUUSTMASBOXHAMHCAPRUimLE 

(E2J245: 2m St 110yd) (14)'.- 

1 61- RMC FOR ROSE 2 M (Q T Forster 6-11-10_JFTlfley 

? 3111 MSWWB 52 ff.ftSJ tad 5-11-9 _ RBAny 

3 444) NORTJONSTAR 15IWflMtM i Wvmil6-11-5 RTtaom 

4 262 iraBfEaNBl 11 Miiperai3-11-1 - DLnte 

£ HM SARELYBtACX 17 (Snftttv 9-11-0— MK*0iy{7) 
E frfP BEEP WAR 16 (GAMS C Mete 5-10-U_ 

r 50-1 ERMSTmiiAMI?|G)GtWwrt5-16-10|7H) 

llrfrrl Branv pj 

8 4*9 MASTER DANCER 22 (FJO) tea G l^an 10-10-9 

MttCDya 

9 2S3P DC9TT TH±TOM 23 (B)H Hepic, 7-10-3 JAUcCafty 

1C 404) WWSTEAO IT MJJUtre 5-104_BCUBt 

T1 60-6 LBESTRQTBUfSSTKendal 6 - 10 -S ... JGdansn(7) 
12 P-4R CAM90 8 (OF AS) II Bate 11-10-4 .. . r 

T3 4225 SUGHTIY SPECIAL 41(G) D Thom 5-10-3 R 
:t .*■ EMAilffl 477 (V^fl Mr. LJeraO 9-184) . W 

11-4Tfe&ara.6-1 Rir^ Fatee Ental ffluran. 7.1 Mbs hM. Cscte 
6-1 Spasai '0-1 Ural tdl fan Un: Street B 6 jk 75-1 often 


COURSE SPECIAUSTS 


3RAMER& JFmstee fimseDton 11 fusm. 5455k XSfttar. 
2G teaTS 34T% DHchobaa. (5 ta* W, 2G3K. DGoddfc. S 
taraffl 242V MnJPrfcHO. Whw U.S7%. JtUhrt. 17fam 
78,?1fft 

JOCKEYS S ThxttL 5 men tam 15 nrira. 33 JV MicW 
ariafl. 3 hr- 1 Z. 25 Ot J McCain. B ten 38.158%, J Mte. 5 
Soma. I56V RMassey. 3tarn Z2. UfiV L Aspal 3ten29. 
:93% - - 


2.00 BEDFORD LODGE HOTEL HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.228:3m) (11) 

t -212 GEMS LAD 163 fflFJFjES Mn S Sraflh10-11-10 _ if RUrMs 

2 1-34 OCEAN LENS)31 (fo^.G) MbDH un 18-tl-lO - JFTMey 

3 fa- SOME 0*7 SO0R4M ©U ftttWrtt-IM.. fl 7tan*in 

4 (414 UGH LENtE 15 (COjBjqAUItewy7-11-6 . JAHcQrtiy 

5 fflP- STAGE PUYB) 217 (tUj 6 jQ Mb CCne 11-10-11 

r 

S -USS PAVLOVA 10 B)R Row 7-10-11 -- 

7 1337 YtKJNEBAUMC 1093 B Ms JPtara 10-10-9 01 

B 4-34 KARENASM)9(S)M3SSnfti6-18-2 _. RWMnml 
9 1-60 WOT NO GW 32JF) A J Wtoa 8-104) . MWBnm 

H 22P3 BLACK STAIEMBu 23 J GflDOt 7-184)_L Anal K) 

11 0346 ROTORRW37 PJLF.E)MB SOde# 12-1041_BOM 

7-2 Gere Ext 9-2 Odnd Urab 11-2 Bet Sttonert. 6-1 jm Lnrta. 7-1 
Same tby Soon. 8-1 KniwstaB, 10-1 YMng Bite*, 121 often. 

2.30 FESTIVE SPIRIT NATIONAL HUtn* NOVICES 
HURDLE (£2.583:3m 2f) (15) 

1 60-1 P0U) NDGE 64 (GJOEAeneod 5-11-5_JAI 

2 5 BAUYHARHY25PlficUh7-10-12_ U 

3 >220 BAWJY FU. LAO 20 (01C Modoek 7-10-12_JF1 

4 0-3 CARAS ROSE 48 Ate J Pftnra 5-TO-12_D Lest* 

5 F4JP CONQUER THE KA.T 21 J Mufta &-10-1 1 _ 5 Goran 

6 (VO- COTTESMORE 346 Mn A EJateran 6-18-13 ... llama 

7 8-2F HHH)W( 8 F)TFaster5-10-12_RTtmftn 

9 0P6D JftVHJ*COS.56HbtbBdS-15-12-REM* (71 

9 64P- M0RIECOT 293 « SMMta 8-10-12 ..._»P5t» 

10 -4RP PHYSICdL FU)21 |RJ AB&dmn 6 -10-12 _. WlfcFerind 

11 POO PURE AH 6 Mr C Ate5-10-12_!_RF 


12 3 OJHE LIVELY 36 KBtfey 5-10-12_WVttftpi 

13 684 WELEYWARHXIRto R T«istao4)>MS6-tO-T2 


14 440 AflDBMAH 31 JWFMt 5-IIJ-7_ 

15 351- SPBWW14EW 288P (F£5) IN, H ltaMy ll-IO-T 

. _ . HRktank 

w ErttnL 7-2 Mo Rktge. 5-1 Brany HB Lai. 7-1 MontaeoLB-l Oft LMy. 
10-1 Cm Rase, flaky WSra. 20-1 often. 


3.00 BOXING DAY HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2,697:2m 11 Qyd) (8) 

t 1141 PERSIAHSJTE 87(BF^CEortw6-1241 _ JAMcCute 

2 4311 AUBURN BOY 17 fOkMQ I Wttm 16-11-2 _RTkmba 

3 8U SLEAfflf2ISfflJ) J01tea8-11^_ 6 Green 

4 MF AOTjnELft&15(F)JGtoniWM_.™_ LAnelcn 

5 25-P KARLA 31 0LS) R RMfips 7-lW_ 

6 0250 DAYS OF TMAOBt 37 (D.F^) Us S Odes 9-1D-2 . 

■ 7 M32 FSWfiarSBROMflB (F)IfcSS«8b710-1 

RMMosoaS] 

8 ® 8 - ALONE 4G2 G Jstaaa ltod*>i 6-104) Mtesad Sosrae ( 3 ) 
74 Men Bey. M fwwek'i Wra. W Psntan EBy. 5-1 Staiy. 12-1 Dm 
01 Holder. 25-1 (ftsoAte LWL Nam, 33-1 Nftta.' 


-jHghY 

BCMIoni 


3.30 


_MSTLETDE STANDARD (VBf NATIONAL 

HUNT FLAT RACE (£1508:2m 110yd) (19) 


3 

4 

5 

7 

m. 

11 

12 

13 

M 

15 
IB 
17 

16 
19 

«. 

12-9 


AtCSCAM STYLE Mq I McKle 5-114-... .. R Meow 

0- COUBUOWO330 MtttRW*5-114 -- 

. BOJMinstWKBMv)4-114-- LAsoelCn 

MAKKWWBWM14_— -- GBaMm 


Aepell 

G Bank i 
■ JF.lfaf 
... dumh- 


IIOTWM 


2 D- N THE WW 321 lb B Hn 5-114 
0- £T SPECIALS 307 ttsJPS*ra4-T14.. 

0- uaiDN MA« 23CG Hobted «I4 . 

; HAWAII MBteU 5-114- 

RtMSMGRnHERPIMpr4-114- 

OF SAinrottMVI7HsJJ%raa4-1M. _ . WMcttftqd 

sevaro SEVEN PCWM4.U4-RTtanftn 

SUBUVUGUM 0 Stemort 5474 --JAMcCartw 

" 5- ACHLL RAMBLER ZZ3 (■) D McMm 440-13 • 

UrPCDtDWim 

COtMARAWIks5SDaft'5-Hf-S -- HrJSaWlM 

JBWUMfKHoqra 4-10-13- PMtutiQ) 

GMADAM MATCH 25 MS HMgftiy 5-10-13 _ Mr ATMs I 

MYSnKK1MM4fS-tl-JleEA ' 

00 STR0H6SPICE6telClUt6-18-13 — IMal. 

• THEGAPMttLUIDVS7BK4fitfM*5-18-0 Rl 

7-i'ta DM Yn ne'Ctesmliily. b-i'jm Speeais. u^m. 
Cray. 14-1 IMS Hide. House me. tt-l often 



l2.40^S«toska, 

iriodttow* - 

f.*5 Doctooc .; , •' -; ■■ __ 

TTmekBepW^ fBflng: 2^2® BAY ’ 


ihunderer 

~ P-30 Rough QuBBt 
255 Lake Kariba 
3JS FRIENDStHlP (nap) 


______ BWM(7) » 

-- ■ v. 

SBWisssssiiii' 

EE,, s—sjpptal ep. . D .~- firm. IbqL €—pvl 5— rt, om f 

in T—*• MB» Dip. ImmL Osmt b bBshfc !**■ 

dSEZJ ? m. g- Hz Bdto pfc jqr *•*?•••. 

• Tirneftsejrar's spaed 




. -8MS Momrog 
2F4irHH 


_641-10 _ 

_ROtarikB 7-11-5 - 

Hartail Ito A Pern* 5-11-5 
rnwj’D jntiraai) J BSM 5-11-5 




_ AM*** ® 

_ CUmByn — 
HAIM W. 
_ o Banova - 
__ oaudumfiv . m 
_i: a p McCoy . rar_ 


7£!E ^l^STsteto «.« Erata. 25-1 

' 3896: SANMARTBW 4^T1-S A Iterate (100-91) D Nttttaii 8 on 

Zsabska 41 2nd of 10 to WAa Saafab nrata Wfcfi 
Ldcesfer (2m. sofi); pnkB* M Kioata Itt n 

__ at Asa* (2m111^. s^. 

ta >*to?.(2m IFIlOyd, sniff- i' -/. 

■ ZARMASKA is a dtsjr^racad la Intfteg and annol to .. ■ •; 


NOWESCHASE(Gate12&4TO:3m)?««<'.':■. ' 

zk'' vfigf Hwsnvoiwfkfi^aPta)DMdrotavi t-\UT _ A tag re 

$ JKf SSSt&mttmStSSnsinJSP 

-tfterat toy, 5-1 ftaf*te1« Ftatab HftC 74 ttata M«*. M 


Mir 

133 



133- 

m 

t&KB' 


1896; DJHXMH 5-H-7 A teatar (03) fDoomeo (ft) 5 rat 


i JAoor aedt2«t of 5 to YBso Hag in awtae ctaxat 

i lim,9s?* 

_ beateh a dfstence In 5-OT*rm«ca dast n Sanffi £*rr 110yd, 

_ _. bstaNqfbeS'GndyT7IJn6-mnaernow*dsaMjtwWby (3m If... 

good). - PnAaM Hwr breMfemfcat ZK1 n 54uner nmten dose at Mar,fljr l£ gw 
oranas* MAWdOppoWaf ta^OfH dbtoiiz In 7-rum nance dagat.Cgjgft (2q^11C 
M- SbeketetBfl kHRMkfi dawat ChAmhn On « TIDyiL gonft 
4FK Amnr nnita cta»M (2 qi 9 HIM good). RdfingThoftcts bed OBmw (TO 
beta off) 3W to S4inn.TiovtodBse godev a UwSeld (3m. sofi}- . 

", a" FOSST nwir-W »..«»« to* solar. W. tri be tori.to bal 

1.45 fBWDGKraRSONNELHAJDICAP HURDLE , 

(Efijfifc2m)*'(8ranows)' • ; 


Pins) MCnvan 7-124) .. AThamta H 

teta 541-18 RDWHaody W 

[ Pipe 7 - 1 1-7 _ A P McCoy 147 

PHMter 6 - 11-6 —-- Starfay 1« 

yftMiWB-Ti-u-_^. cubwAid ««' 

_ PatavJR Howe 11-10-13_DBrtddvtar 133 

MGMa EBdbitelNtteteran4-10-12"-ICAFIapjtat ‘. M2 

if^USaflBb^S --D ttfita Ml 

BETTW& fij-ftMtetaL 114 S««b; 74 Secret Sprina B-1 StwOrtea Dbdnr. TIM RdUi CoteB. 144 

WnorWa P«t 16-1 Bta Mo Star,. 

" ''' ~ THITB-'fll Ifflf 7 Tff 111 Tlfirt (Itl hr] Mb I rnrfri ritT. 


301 

302 

8B 

304 

305 

305 

307 

306 


143G0-0 SB-lSt 6 < 20 j 

. 440-Ptl : TBEDUI M«kn 
mzzp BoaoBRimL 

gaOPO: SBCWET SPRWB 22F j 
JP 06W MN6SF0U)PETITflj 
11142- BLEBS 1C SS1H14H 

tu«m sBBusnmm 

PFI3214 NOBLE COLOURS Ml 



afaverSmun 2 S I 0 »r of 21 fc 
, srodota pm llpyrt awrft p . . 

I.' ftfesnfr in Imficap- trade iTsndaea (2m"f1 
aamiBUn beat Bum Boy Kilt 7-orara 


r Jamie fnl 
<1318b d IB 


..Jfefe-OifeHSSi 

r ._ n> Mr tacyfiiBL- 

PI Bt nmtetonftoft trade at Asoot ( 2 m IT 
Bi ni |j ii t nil imi ft mill 11 im ■ijjttmra^raMra 
To-Kraakaa Sn-fmfcap bufdSSH 
■■■■■■ t unite trade at 



futfled 
toCarfita 
wQwft 
nuraa'ar 

4btatDlBClotff48ibataaffl. 
fmSs.at GMrafaim Ota .TTOyrf 
totad.KlBgstoWPBtia 
EUasiftbSstar3HI2Ufa(G 
4fiiol9 to Hotef 
3 in 


7-ainr lantcap funlle'i'Hbn%dAn (2in IIBp, 'good);' praifaBly 2BT '146 of 
Ccranandro Co«t in gradet tradfe:M CMbentran. fjtm ^IL.gaorQ. 

c«f «S-to fe ift ri ti n gr iMi snerass 


2.20 


PQUHfPSRNG GEORGE VI CHASE 

(Gradeh£64,375:3^ (9 wnee^ - 


RUlWHlS AJ4D RIDEftS : 


2.55ltETW0RKDESiMBr]^UTlWALNfflCESanSE 

(£6,S7fc2m){6iaras} . 


04-2111 KMMSTRQF188 
56-2111 LAKEKAHBAGfl 
403-2U* AIKBJreaJ 
3Q30P4- HTSWacata 
10164-2 JOWDBL*ftf^] 
I 5Z-S2F3 ZABAHT5 (BFj),a 


n) ROfcefc 741-8 j—^-AMa.. 

| (Ufa te*aPm»rattPHktiob 6-11-8. Rltaimody 
1TB YU)MB5WtaDB6-T14) 2 Bdpn*w«tt.. 

-UtejJBnT.fftfl- — : _ - SFta 


134 

1» 

119 


PR Webber 5-11-fl MAFbgwakt 

(LadyHorii) Dftajotao5-T14)._-^.AMiotfre 

BETTM&OSJKtatateL 84 UteKrtv, 72 Uadi 73 Join fttma. 124Aatetadit 20-1 Mmtfc.';*' 
IBD&NOCOfBESTOIRMBBACE 

JKadasOof bek Ctamlna.GM 41 bi tiurrar novice dan at 
Inflow (2m, good): pramasly bed John Onaun (3> fata off) 

_^7! ta& 4 unernovlce diase at Wmrie* On^good tesoti). Late 

tain beta Ttansee Rtag-.ia in 6 -runner muz das d Uaanter (an, wfe pedonty bed 
Ftaamar29r in A^umer novice chase a Chmskm Gm 110yd, job) *ttt Airttete flft tetter 
off) ssrataf dta. MMedde ia «i of B.h> Somw tesage^la ante dan d Cbepsbw fflo 3f 

S ft SSSS pS^i S^! £y'ife l 4 D'^'^ talp htK * e * I*" 1 ” ^ ^3 - 

sfftet dTta^Sfa d to orata daw at Market Tl 10 )i?S(Sto ^l??wtou 5 ty 

1 WI in iKMCff assn a Yisimx [ 2 n\ 3arj. 

... LAKE KA^A kwes ad. ground and can .oonfima hh wnmg sequeoca 


3.25 PERIWPS OESWCR ^HMOKAP HURDLE 

(£6.827: 3m 110yd) (6 nimera) 

flu'll P ^eotekl. W Breen) N Hantem 5-1M M A FI_ 

» U T iVdra Bte u 7-11H CUera»i 

m W! c C - 1 *- 5“1M ■ 0 B*ta«r 152 

IS Ms JaeorMC DMctotaov4-1ft0 Mtagote 147 

«6 31-2122 OECYBORS » (BFJJfiE) (T Nete M Pfce frlM __0^SSta"132 

Uwg Itan drapr CBBoo Set 9-12. loir Eton 8 J. Efcqtaq M. 

8 ETTBC: H-BTtaytteK 52 FtterehMp.' 11-2 ToDy tan. 8-1 Hafte Daring, 10-T DBoh Sd. 124Qeqtng. 
18SB: IK 6-10-8 M A fbpaW (7-2) J JenMra 5 ran 


tehmficdi daseat bS?§ 

hsidlcap trade at Ascol (3ra.; 
rider h baodrap hade a r-' 

to hander'—■ 

cha» a I_ 

fata (3rn. so*). 

FTOWSHH* mains opm to tovtavemou and should appreciate fins kmgar top 


COURSE SPECIAUSTS 


TRAINERS 

jteRPwfa 

F Baras® 
PWtafta . 
M Craonon 


Wins 

3- 

4. 

- 4. 

3 

S 

4 


Ate 
6 
10 
- W 
B 

14 

13 


% JOCKEYS' : 

500 A Mawfcn 
40^ A Thornton' -■ 
40D, NT A FfironkT 
375 R OomoST 
35J API *s£ 

JMCItaS 


,2Q 110 

T7 100 

..8“ G5 

.5 47 


% 

263 

263 

112 

175 

13.6 

105 


TRAINERS’ PREFERENCES 


Horse 

AMBLEStDG 
COTTAGECRAFT 
DONTTH17DM 
HAM N* EGGS 
KADASTRDF 
UME STREET BLUES 
LORD HASTiE 
PEARL'S CHOICE • 

ROBW S PFtiDE 

StfffiBC 

THEBREWBl 


let preference 
35KJ Nawton Abbot 
1245Waiherby 
f^OFftinttoigdan 
1 ISWettittby 
2J55. Kempton Rule 

' 1-30 Huntingdon 
3.3s Market Raoen 

1^5 Nawton Abbot 

350 htewtop Aobor 

IJOSndgeSeld 

150 Hurttiguon 


ZSSKm* 

. 2.05 Mario 

k - .. 3L3& | 

j 1.15 9 
■ - 2351 
325 M 
1.00 Marki 


1.00 Marl 
235 


THE^fexiMES 

Newsagent ptenaedelivtr/aavtrnae^o^erf^riiBTlAiiEj 


Name- 

Address, 
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BOXING DAY RACING 31 


racing 

Forest Ivory 
to continue 


winning ways 


KEMPTON PARK 
CHANNEL 4 

1.10: Forest Ivory was the best 
of these by some way aver 
hurdles and it looks as though 
David Nicholson’s well re¬ 
garded New Zealand-bred 
could be even better over 
fences. Since being stepped up 
to three miles, his jumping has 
improved and the form of his 
latest success at Bangor was 
boosted when the runner-up. 
Cash Flow, beat Spring Gale 
at Doncaster. Fiddling The 
Facts made a successful debut 
over fences at Lingfield when 
defeating Ottawa (who previ¬ 
ously bear Eulogy at Worces- 




RACES ON 
TELEVISION 


surface. With a strong pact 
likely to be set by the from 
running Noble Colours, thii 
could be too much of i 
stamina test. Kingsfold Pet 
sharper for a run over fences 
behind Kadasirof. is we I 
handicapped on his form oi 
two years ago and is a cotv 
firmed mudlark. The Ladj 
Herries-trained Tibetan has 
obvious claims after complet¬ 
ing a double at Cheltenham 
when getting the better ol 
Bama Boy. That form should 
give the in-form Nicky Hen¬ 
derson a due as to the chances 
of Serenus. who won comfort¬ 
ably at Huntingdon on his 
seasonal reappearance despite 
looking backward. Gelded 
since last season, he is open to 
further improvement. 


Nicholson: fine chance 2 - 20: ** facin 6 P«ge 


ter) and she should confirm 
the platings on 71b worse 
terms. The biggest danger 
could be Bengers Moor, win¬ 
ner of three point-to-points, 
who made an encouraging 
chasing debut behind Wise 
King at Sandown and is 
entitled to improve for the run. 

1.45: Secret Spring, a winner 
on the Flat last season and 
beaten only three lengths in 
the Cambridgesltire, is sure to 
attract support, having won 
here over course and distance. 
Although not disgraced on soft 
ground on his hurdling debut, 
his best performances -have 
been achieved on a fester 


2L55: With Zabadi proving a 
shade disappointing, this 
looks to be a match between 
Kadastrof and Lake Kariba. 
Both love the mud, but prefer¬ 
ence is for Lake Kariba, who 
had little more than a school¬ 
ing session when winning at 
Unoxeter last Saturday. The 
Paul Nicholls-trained runner 
had been a few kilos over¬ 
weight so should be spot on 
here. Kadasirof had to work 
quite hard to beat Charming 
Girt on ground which was 
arguably too lively at Ludlow 
last time and is better judged 
on his course and distance 
success here in November- 

Richard Evans 


Linton Rocks can 
go one better 


By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


GLAMOUR and glory may be 
on offer at Kempton on Boxing 
Day — bur rhe punters' profit 
is more likely to be found by 
sieving through more than 50 
races being "staged at nine 
other meetings. 

At Wincanton, Paul 
Nicholls is hopeful of landing 
the Lord Stalbridge Memorial 
Gold. Cup (3.00) with Linton 
Rocks. The winner of novice 
races.at Newbury and Punch- 
esTown last spring, the eighr- 
year-old was having his first 
race for four months since 
switching yards when finish¬ 
ing a good second to Oatis 
Regrets'" at Sandown. All the 
sharper for that run, he can go 
one better. 

On the same card. 
Morstock looks well handi¬ 
capped despite carrying top 
weight in the Harry Dufosee 
Handicap Chase (1.20). Placed 
behind Ash well Boy and 
Northern Starlight in the au¬ 
tumn. the Ron Hodges-trained 
chaser is m good form at home 
and ideally suited by the fast 
Wincanton track. Storm Run 
is the main danger. 

Dana Point benefited from 
the longer trip at Doncaster 
recently when winning easily 
by five lengths from Jackson 
Park and looks capable of 
following up off a 91b higher 
mark at Market Rasen in the 
Roseland Group Kilvington 
Handicap Hurdle (2-35). 

After a slow start to the 
season, Tim Forster’s string 
has struck form and he can 
keep up the good work at 
Huntingdon. Edmond was 
second on his seasonal reap¬ 


pearance behind Noisy Miner 
at Chepstow before falling late 
on when a clear second to 
Strong Tel at the Welsh track. 
Those efforts represent better 
form than anything else on 
offer in the Festive Spirit 
Novices' Hurdle (2-30). 

In the opening Christmas 
Tide Novices' Chase (L130). 
Music Therapy makes his 
debut over fences after finish¬ 
ing runner-up to the useful 
Lord Of The River at Windsor. 
A full brother to Suny Bay. he 
looks every inch a chaser and 
could be above average. 

New Inn is fairly treated at 
the weights in the St John 
Ambulance Handicap Hurdle 
at Wetheriby (1 JO), but all his 
best form form has been on 
good or faster ground. Dr 
Bones showed improved form 
when beating Nigel's Lad and 
No More Hassle over course 
and distance earlier this 
month and Ferdy Murphy’s 
runner is preferred. 

Colonel In Chief has been 
entered for a host of races 
recently but takes his chance 
in the Rowland Meyrick 
Handicap Chase (2.25) where 
Sparky Gayle heads the 
■weights. Gordon Richards 
rates this young chaser who 
made a pleasing reappearance 
behind Strath Royal recently 
and he can take advantage of 
the weight concession from his 
rivals. 

Provided Newton Abbot 
passes a stewards’ inspection, 
the Bob Buckler-trained Miss 
Diskin looks worth support¬ 
ing in the Langstone Cliff 
Hotel Handicap Chase (3.00). 


LEOPARDSTOWN S BIG RACES 


going good to soft 


iO DENNY JUVENBI HURDLE (Grade If 3-Y-0: £9.675:2m) (9 runners) 

J151 RAAmVFRWniffl:7|D.SHni«^ - 

FI34 ASTRO LMS 19 iD.S) (Mb l fan* * . 

M BE/JSSH BOY 19ITAV4 CW D ’O' 9 -- . ■— ni'rSS 

DARK KESTREL 468F (Afes The G 0-9 -rrm*2 

1 KHAPABAR 19 (D.5) !J McManus) C ftoda 10-9.-.. 

MRJAWC fiF (D 3a«yi -.. * JK 

IB SCOBS 1910.S1 IMRvani! '« ai 1M - ■ -;--- tphSS 

221 HA»iUejS40(D.S)(HmSl3«m)UJ0pw'lW . • -■!?*“!? 

12 KEEPING THE FAITH 40 (BFASl Bawt] I Ezintir 1W ...-BWBansan 

C. W Ktarata 31 ***« M **** Tt * 1M 

14-; Sty. 15-1 

IMfi- GHHES 10-9 C ffDnyti P-tt C Rod* 16 ran 


QJCwy 
C F&ran 


0 DENNY GOLD MEDAL NOVICE CHASE 

I C22.730:2m IQ (10 njnnera) 

4B-U baNGAHMIY 48 IS] (Mrs A Brandt) l&s S BtaraO - 

34M 0 ABQ.M 65 |G5i iWtf Sired Synd) N Iterie i-ll-R - 

!4331 S£A FISHER 20 (S) uJ McManus) A Lata 6-11-B - - - . 

■MS3 ffWTDSA STAB 20 (P-F.fi.5) (C3«y) M mmgn ^ 

WTJ SPACE Tflua© 20 |BF,D.F,RS) (Mi E Qusrff) Ufi J Wnnpon 6-114.• -> 

1 BAUVmmiYIBlS) iSWWE0GuflyMl-« .. 

153-1 &HFr BUY 55 (D.G.S) ff Conroy) A L - - • c 

^ST (OTORMWCE 26 ISI^ J ' ' ' .£££ 

,11 IQ mil STOrtY 26 IBFD.£U| <P Gtfiey) 

iis Bmu«Y»i»uwwiOM»rMW» - ---J™* 

:=u5Mt.Scotf» 9-4 Grry&iy.fi-i Spew Iiueta 8-1 Usgieat lift ^ 

I*.'; aii l *sns!l,.J0-i anus. 

1095 : DAN0U 8-11-81P Iieacy FW 4-fov11 Fatey 9 an 


WINCANTON 

THUNDERER 

12.50 Just Jasmine 1.20 Robins Pride 1 SO Glider 
Isle. 2.30 None Stirred. 3.00 Jultara. 3 30 Bet 
Wiltshire. 


GOING- GOOD 


SIS 


12.50 FATHER CHRISTMAS MARES ONLY 

NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2.500 2m) (13 runners; 


1 P4?T 30UX IJOnt 4 ff) 14 r.pe '• l l-i .... C Uaude 
1 -301 JUST JASUHE 25 1 D.S 1 « un» R been* 

3 0 ABKMaRJK:5JC.!fe:4 :t;D P4ae 

4 0- AMJKCLK3M .'rt 154 .TO.il . . TD^xomSr 

i 20 EUJSV 3? iWl M- j r-.rnn i-l*,. if . . nrjnam 

6 0 FRSJGE 3LNFFII 30 J tjuocl 6 -IC-lJ ... . SLartCi 

7 ,’0-G KSTTKim TWA 31 iG) J t-IC-it A Bats ib) 

5 1-44 KBHAtlALLA 11 iGS) u filler j b-15-13 .. bfe-uan 
9 04tJ UCTS RE'SUPPp} 13 Pjflae. 6-13-11- S&wttttd'S) 
IQ 4-14 POTTER AGAW 37 I8T.G5! D'i.tfrt'jy. 5-I&--.Q R Jamson 

11 4X6 SALLY 5CALLY IS S - 06 M S-lA-i; P Koftv 

12 0 SlLEfC ROSE 25 U ?il.T*r J- 1 &- 1 C . L Hawv 

13 THJMLOCH the. t ZbvjS 8-1D-1D D £UHEf> T7i 


9-4 PcJIcr A^i-. 3-1 6-i jirj jisn..-,- 

MCtoa Tim 1C-1 £.Bi 14-?3nai. 


2.30 WINCANTON GOLD CARD HANDICAP 
HURDLE (OualtliH [5 056 2r.fi;.'*. 


1 -m BuCRHOJSe 60 ’? H li 5;: • 

. EjJV CAliJftG »SF •- C- 
' 13-f Jfct ftJLfi 5: ib - 
< JSfr FKhteUB ELwt IS: x‘ V ; : 

i j'i2 wot > P-Lirr^ rj 
6 iS3 spphciak 0 
i f -23 EAUMcoLoawEx.jrf 

; ibj ''.cvjr,E j - .. 

't vi-’.-S 3C- it.££ • 

10 lili.c 0 Irtnti ,6 .Ctj J, - 

11 i-:i ii«4-iTiiREt ri 

1-- :iP- MK/OTJ 4'2 ,;.r Q 

EDO- «UTAfc«.i5 

14 005 P-3TJDE7W* iV -T 5. V - - '■ 
.Vi «.-i c-l: it, . 

1-oapc nm (irn ir.-i--.v- 


: Ji'.rr.-j? 
- '-Wft 



- 4-aei,.- 
• -’Jr: 


9 rfc!’ 

Os .'ttK Jr 


3.00 LORO STALBRIDGE MEMORIAL GOLD CUP 

iHarrtiwpctose £r.&74 in'i'iC.c •' 


: ??-• S'JMlTi EA- it lit U» - ■ *: 

,• 457 LWTONHiKfi:--. .f.o? - • •- - r ~v 

. 131 ? ws* ::>4 i -i.f c 'ui 

^ -HO J.HAHA 1J .TF PC.S !. it,-.- 

<■ >3j k<a s ocv/io.'.i (: s : i 

e llii 6RAV7 HJOtAn»,l -I- 

•• 0 *” KWiB3 l A)F£ »{ • : -f ' ■*•*?»,• 


6-4 -.04.-1 f, jc '-2 AtM, £ji T-i .v* - 
r-ijrlrfvjn 1|>-1 •(.?!. -m 


1.20 HARRY DUFOSEE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.626:2m) (6) 


1 6-32 U0RSTDCK 62 ffl.GI R H0SBM 7-11-J3 TDastortw 

2 3-t* CUFJOM Gflie 37 6 LWJf. 7-1 :-E . D £dn rSi 

3 -1F1 STORM RUN 34 (3.F.G.S) P VcMll 7-11-5 R Johrewi 

4 2-25 ffl£ CfiFKOT LUA 34 OGl PWrissAr. 4-:i-! PHafe 

5 2814 WHO5 TO 6AY 30 (BF.D/.G S) CY F Prscjoa I'-iL-il 

DrPPiatriad 

6 K-8 HOHMC VUlFi 196 SU.Gil 13 P?* fi-lD-10 C Vuuoe 

7 4-62 TROUVMLU 45 (9/1 A lunrtl 6-10-2 L tferwv 

8 -P33 ROBINS PWtS |l |D.6.S| C 7-10-9 . . . - 

7-4 Sami far. £-1 Uar£:6. b-~ Nsi.; WAw 7-1 licun.lir Fee*,'. t ' 1 '» 
•0-1 tirtfra Saw Tr® Zxr? Urn. ir-: ito t Tj 5?, 


1.55 MID SEASON CHASE 

(£7.063:2m 5f) (Ti 


1 1030 STATELY HOME 34 IDF.G1 F Bme', 6-11-’? R Jofmotn 
7 1121 WF7HERH STAHUSfT 1j |9/,G.S) U P>*t 6-H-« C M#t* 

2 23-0 AROUH) JHH GALE 34 (SI G t-11-4 IHmy 

4 116- taJTTTR BLT 289 (S) J liiio 7 -:m . PH* 

i -2U3 KOO'S PatAUSE 10 [CD/.G) C fc-li-li R freer* 
« 1253 AMJWJliFGJPtttauS-W-i: RFiran 

7 -SU4 WAYWARD Ifflffi 31 fG.Sj 9 £-iMJ . 7 Dl^anae 


5-4 ttcrftero Sartjtt. 9-2 s&:eiy *b»> »chjoq The oae t- 1 Woe 12 V li-? 
Anfcn £-i km i Pmnct 33-11favvras K.nj 


3.30 PARKBiS CATERERS NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE i£2 AU 2m»i1<! 


1 

4F6- 

UR DARCY 2 ?0i2F.y*j” 

C Kiif 

» 

-334 

WUORO SOiJ.D 73 r ■:„ J 


• 

634 

CASAUUS 22 Vr 1 7-ert f -• 

?• trxi 

4 

£3- 

FABULOUS UTOIO r.' : ; *. 


5 

-533 

WE 1 .ION AR5EMI 15 •* ■■ *.-" 

=! Jiircii 

6 

-OS 

RUN FCR COVER i: r .■*' i. 

. r 

1 

B333 

LGlSOSEWi OTRLiC \i c . . 

’sr; rU:r*J ii- 

b 

005 

HGAIT^ ECUT, - : * j-* .•"•*. 

C Re-r. 


' ‘I 

GAIAOA >5 3 A' -n : V 

% •.*.£>”on^' ■ 7 

16 


ooruythcej:'.-'. •• . 

: ter;'*- 

11 

5M 

llANOtA 21f • > ;•: 

S C*?TK 


0-4P 

WTEMPU 12 , jn 3 Viic-- . •: 

a a r.-i 

13 

53-6 

SONG of Vtf.CA K‘l /1 -x i 

3 

14 

6393 

Bn wiisrtftE :e * •*•'•:-: 

l -* 


11-*r/,ro»DS<)^0.t * . f -J 

i Irrex. itrers :4-’ 



COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRABffP^: (A p -5« 42 ., 1 . 41 : :. f - 4t- 1 / . „• 1 

Pimu. 15 boro 66 22 T. P Sa*t-. 7 ‘-ii ; 4 21 - - . :*i •: 1 

22 Iran ijS ,’OJt JG,to£ :5'-:r *Si', 

JOCKEYS 27-iy-. H.~. ; | 

46 19£*1 C Ltauoe Tjltroti -,;4*. 7 ?;-v. • 1 



THUNDERER 

12.30 Oskbury. 1.00 Bassenhalfy. 1.35 Cats Run. 
2.0S Cotour Coda. 2.35 Dana Point 3.05 Non 
Vintage. 3.35 Lord Hastie. 


GOING- GOOD TO SOFT 


2.35 ROSELAND GROUP KILVINGTON HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£4.653- 2m 3! IlGydj i6 - > 


1 -Ml DANA PONT 13 ,G, IV; • 'r t '-3fr.m ,b; 

2 -FS3 UARCHANT LWG II (323, V 

•j J-3P LETS BE FRAW ? 1,9 r G S' '■ I■'•*•••. 9 fg^sp. ,7. 
- 34J KElTMRfr* Ifilbtu- : l', •: 

5 231- DOCS DHLEMHA 770 ,F.Gi S :Wi j-ll-C 0 Ptrs 

L 2143 DOWN THE TAM 43 (C.Gi« 2ra" - 4- I -T IV WWratti 


7-4 l*ni Pwj, 7•; r.^chrf.r M.,ig i-i U J -; i-; \:-£r ■■ r .',c’ 

Tw >4(9. 20-: Do^ Diknwu. 


12.30 MISTLETOE SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1.590.2m II 110yd) (9 runners) 

1 lflj LUCY TUFTY 157 (CD.F.G) J Feme 6-11-10 JRyan 

2 FO-4 TGULSTDN LADY 16 IF) J Murbn 5-11-6 . . WMaraa» 

3 0333 THOMAS GROWN 15 URBottr 5-11-8. . R SteduBnr |7j 

4 0-20 AFRICAN SUH 43 WOupwi 4-113 ... . W Wartfwigion 

£ -POO BAASM 17 J Noun 4-11-3 . . Mr K fl fi'Ryw (71 

G 0533 0AKBURY 14 (C0.GI Miss L E*ddoll 5-11-2 .. . T SftKU (7) 

7 5040 BRANDON BfUOGE IS D Gewfrtv 6-10-6 ._ .. J Magee (31 

8 4-OP CHFALATA IB T DanneKr 4-10-5. j Supple 

9 MW TUDOR FALCON29 (B) PBramer 4-10-3.DPtfu 

11-4 Dttu>. 7-2 1mAston UOy. b-l Lucy Tally lhaias Dom !l-2 Atuan 
Sin 12-T texjn. Branooo finite. 2b-i amen 


1.00 BRUCE & JOE CARR MEMORIAL TROPHY 
NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE (£3.435:3m 11) (10) 


T IWl BASSBHALLY 34 (CD.&S1 Mrs P Sly 7-11-11 W Usman 

2 4U-4 EASY BREEZY ID C Mann 7-11-9 ..JMagaP) 

3 2-3Z PEARL'S CHOICE 1U McCoattaue 9-11-6 2mPreMn«x 

4 F-24 BE BRAVES(S) T EthenngUfl 7-11-2.DPato 

5 204) IAHK3HU 20 J FitfGenlil 6-11-2 . J Supple 

G 03-3 SHERB 15 (S)S Bell M0-11 . . . 2nd Preference 

7 -5FF OANDY D£S PLAUTS 16 Hr, S Smdh 6-10-6 G F Ryan (51 

8 P3-1 MARKET G05SP 21 (D.G| H Alner 7-10-5 . Ur J Tinart (5) 

9 233- RECORD LOVER 264 ffi) M Chapman 7-10-0 WWortWfVon 
ID RV! ASK FOR BARNEY 807 B Bdtrwfl 8-1041 ... . W Dwan 


94IBBsenh4lf. n-4 Mate Cqkv. 9-2 Pearl's Choice. 7-1 Easy Breen. 8-1 Be 
Bra*. 12-1 Htanl Ujw. >4-1 LartiMB. 20-1 dH»i 


1 .35 CLUGST0N LINCOLNSHIRE NATIONAL 

(Handicap chase £9.326: 4m If) (7) 

1 U61P HtLLWALK 25 (F.OS) B CuiW ll-u-10 . J Magee 13) 

i 2141 PRICFS HflJ.20(BF.S)F BaAw lD-tl-3 .. PH«W7t3l 

3 3425 MASTER BOSTON 20 (F.G.S) « WoahKOt SMO-11 WDwan 

4 -F42 CATS RIJN 27 ffi/.G) J Upsnn 9-10-11 ... .WMffSUn 

5 3312 Q'ARBLAYSTRST 25 (B.ELS1W Ken* 8-104) OFimefl*! (7) 
B 517- CWIMIBt322(S) 1 EnJtud7-104) .. .. WWattinpon 
7 MR WOODLANDS GENHRE 42 (BE) P Pmdsrt 12-104) DParter 

11-4 D’Aituay Street 7-? Can An 4-1 Piitf's Hill 5-1 HiHmB. 11-2 PAaaw 
Bonn. 7-1 Central. 50-1 WoodWafe Gertwt 


2.05 SANDILANDS GOLFING H0UDAYS MAIDEN 
HURDLE (£2,514:2m 3f 110yd) (13) 

1 * WttTHERPWEA47AJloeWnal4.ii-5 Ifef Attend 

2 004 AUSSIE BOB 34 Mrs 5 Suifli 5-11-5 C F Ryan (5) 

1 40 CASUAL CALL 13 TEjctofcy 5-11-5 _ 5Ryaa<5) 

4 11- COLOUR CODE 79F (F.G) Mrs A Swann* 5-11-5 .. J Supple 

5 rw COTTAGE CRAFT 777 W Bareli 8-11-5 2nd preference 

6 04-3 DOMYBROOK 17 B Waodnuse 4-IT-S _W Dwan 

7 45-2 FEHRER5 10 161 Mr, P£i» 6-11-5 .. . . W Mtraon 

B JUICE PLUS 8S3F B Blear fi-H-5 . ... D P*tar 

9 00- NORMANDY DUKE 381 C tow 5-n-S ... J Magee (3) 

10 064/ .PBMTTTVE MAN KS B Tanjilg 7-11-5 .. . 0PM/J 

11 25D aBHWN HEKRY 20 B Suva *-11-5 J leach 

12 4 TARA^OGANCTlIWIlOTB 4-11-5 . .. P Henley (31 

13 80- MSS MOUSE 2261 CoawlonJ 5-11-D .. .. M Ranger 

4-6 Coku Code 9-2 Feners. 6-1 Dotnfiaoiit 6-1 Hairy. 10-1 ottas 


3.05 DUCKWORTH FREELANDER NOVICES 
CHASE (£3.834.2m 11110yd) |J) 

1 4P-4 CHEEKA 23 C Smiit. B-'i-i; M Ruhr 

1 6450 JOHN Turn 15(G) itiJ-ae -O-:: jF,ar 

3 0405 NON'.INTAGE 14 ID.G.S) M CKiT.r MV.- iV VStornsun 

4 2222 TEJAWJ GOLD 15 (DG.S)f BVv: •••'.■•; WMarJon 

4-5TLBn4tui3 5-2 ton Vrtjjt i-i ;7-- v: :-.v 


3.35 RON LANE BIRTHDAY NOVICES CLAIMING 
HURDLE (£7.912 2m II TlOyd) 04) 


1 £523 CARROLLS ROCK 9 (St C Mim r-11-4. J Magee l3i 

2 * SHARK 43 >■ McTan4.ll.? . tt 1 R OHyan (7j 

3 4 SHARP EMBRACE 45 r.CcmfOttS 7-H-3 S Ryan (51 

4 64-3 SALUTS TVHK5 41 ri Cbnfe4.il.; DFmr*gan(7i 

5 PP.5 AWESOME VENTURE 3F U 'toiro 7-lJ-C W V.WWngBn 

6 3 GUTS GAMBLE 16 J '.VL&Dn 4-10-1; VVUilSion 

7 40 LORO HASTIE 13 N Tin,la 9-10-lt 0 Rears 

i t FORGET PARK 14 El fidh*ai! 4-10-9 . ACumel7) 

9 5 LADY S1U( 22 Ucs J Crate C-10-9 SWAsUr 

10 3241 BARER 10(G) 5 Cor* S-iO-i Mas R CM (5, 

11 00 KATAIDNIC 17 Ur. i Je*ri| 4-lU-i . R SudhoWf (7) 

12 1B0 STEAM ON 17 (D.Gi Mr, L jim'I 6-1C-S P Henley (Sr 

13 5 A1Y BEVELED IB Z Liiscn f-iD-0 .. .. D Pater 

14 W-PP REGAL JEST 49 BMuny 7-19-0 . IV Dwan 


5-2 Sait»': lews. 4-i E-i CanaOs rxt ?-i ixt man Dike;. iM 
Steam On 14.; Gin'; Gamefe i£-i ados 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


MARKET RASEN' Trahere: H Clwna. 3 tirrer, tjrr, 7 runner* 
42.9X C Mam 5 Man 17. 294-.. j Fume. 6 Horn :i. 286V K 
Bailey 14tom50 TBJW. rEatfaty 4ftonir 235V Mr:?Sy i 
ttm 21. 190** Jocieys: Y: Masnn. 5 wu»«- irom 55 uti> 
1i 3V J ftywi 7 iram 58 1? 1% 0m, mali.Tm 
SHJGERELD: Tramers: Mis M Revefc> 72 wwr, hom 26i rnw, 
27 6%, J ficgerdd. 15 from 55 273V T Eauat. 7 to 2T 1:9- 
i Part. 7 tom 27 25S Bell. 3 irun t.'. .’5D'-.. 'I l.laso;. 7 tor. 
32 219* : Jocteys >1 Heeton. j «ir«r; fun i: nd». 27 i : -. 
McOoHTV'ti t Iron) A. 2291- E LUbglOT Hi irrir- 49. 20 4*, II 
Lmdh. 11 tom 96.14 65,- Ur £ Swin;. i from ?5 12 On 
WtTRBISY Traaitrs UraM Rfrtfey 52 wwnw: ircm V*. runnsij 
26 5% G RKhards. 23 bom ir. 2;(n T Eaayfr, 16 horn 52 
220*1 0 Brennan 5 tom 26 192-i F Muipny 'bom ;9 !5.y» J 
Faneraid. 15 bom 99. 15 Ur, 0 Smih. ii ircm 107 14 0% 
JocXevE P Nivtn. 47 «mer, rrom 164 now 25 51; = Carwrry 12 
ban 50.24jtn, l A’yo 39 from 166 235'. USrnua 5 bom 2? 

17JV 6 Lee. 3 from 24.125% U C E<ww. 5 b«n 29.17 5 s : 


Blinkered first time 

AYR; 12 55 Parson's Lodgs. Blazing Trau. Sopelyuu-, RoU« 
HEREFORD: 2 35 Si-arm Poeo 3 05 O’^er Tho Mrt'jfi 
HUnmNSDON 230 FTr^-scal Fui MARKET RASEN. 23f 
Warc+ianl Ming NEWTON ABBOT' 3Xi Miiirtes. Rosre- 4 00 
Ken Rist SEDGERELD: 1 00 Aical 1 50 Miss- Cole tie 200 
CeOceu, Prefliicic. 2 30 UK Hygiene' WINCANTON: 2 30 Jc-I 
Rule? WCM.VB4HAMPTON: 3.50 Head 'Sardener Red Phan¬ 
tom 4 j*o M iiara Elt/ 4 50 Oranqc Place 


WOLVERH/VIPTON 


THUNDERER 

1.15 Doubte-0.1.40 Other Club. 2.15 Touchanova. 
2.45 Italian Symphony. 3.15 Democrat 3.50 Flex 
Mundi. 4.20 Soldier Cove. 4.50 Mercury. 


GOING: STANDARD SIS 

DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE 


1 .1 5 CHRIS MASSEYS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
HANDICAP (Drv I: £2.401:6Q (S runneis) 

1 0003 TAIMJD 13 (CD JJl D CtaJWiai 6-10-0 ... A Cutow 5 
? 0000 DOUBLE-0 13 (CD) W Jams 3-9-13 .. _J Cram 2 

3 1603 RAMSEY HOPE 7 (V.CJJ.fl C Fastwn 4-9-11 P Rodens (3) 3 

4 4304 MKTS DOUBLE 24 |B£01 Gn Kdtewiy 3-9-7 A Whelan (311 

5 0630 NAPIER STAR 6 (VJ7J31 Mrs N Macauley 4-9-7 .. D Bigp 4 

6 5013 VILLAGE NATIVE 18 (B.C.Dfl > iunrmgtani-Prnm 4-9-: 

A Clark 8 

7 0008 U-NO-HARHY 35 (D.F) R HubiBlwwl 4-ftfl . .. F Lynch 6 
B 0044 RBMYHOLIC 18 (C) A Muino«nd b-7-11 . 0Wngn7 

3-1 VHiage Naifee 4-1 Samser Huge. 5-1 lrtHim. 6-1 U-No-Hany. 7-1 Mite 1 : 
Dotfe. flennyhoinH, 8-1 Ifeoiei Sar. 16-1 DmflfeD 


1.40 BREAD SAUCE MAIDEN STAKES 

(3-Y-O- £3.306: tm IMyd) (6) 

1 -GOO BLOOD ORANGE 31 G Mspaun 9-0 .. _. A Oart 2 

2 2 BO9G0 214 C Tbonsun 941. UTaHafll 

3 0323 FAYBi 16 A NeKonfe Ml.J Oufln 6 

4 6E-3 OTHER CLUB 31 J loner 9-0 _ . . TWfcms4 

5 602 AHUYAT 54 j runs 8-9 ..... W Ryan 3 

fi 0460 PAIMA 2V fl HoBndfead 6-9 . ... F Lynch 5 

7-4 AbOvBt 3-1 FJyi, 100-30 OOwtr Club. 4-1 Bouhii 16-1 obm 


2.15 CHRISTMAS PUDDING CLAIMING STAKES 

(2-Y-0. £2.2W: 61) (9) 

1 5000 COhEOUTDFTHEFOG 111 D Flrendt Diyb 8-13 t Druwnf 5 

2 TREACLE J0W5 N TtnUa 8-13 . W Ryan 3 

3 4050 FR0UCKWG 36 N UBmoden 8-6 . . . SWhHwNihS 

4 6006 MBHT AUCTION 4 B Paling 6-4 -- T Wtoms 9 

5 0200 STFIAVSEA 142BBagh B-4 .. RLappUi? 

6 0000 MAGSKE 20 R HoJbnshead B-7 .Martin Dwyer 6 

7 0000 IDUCHAKIVA 4 £ Uaruarson B-0 _ JQunnZ 

8 00 JUST F0HTNA4HBU Tumer 7-17 . A McCarthy (7 H 

9 00 P0LLYKW1BNWImgdw7-!2.. DWltfitl 

7-4 FnAddiig 5-1 Nidd Audm 7-1 jnra. Jh For Tira ift-i cuisa 


2.45 CHRIS MASSEYS BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
HANDICAP (Olv 11: £2,388.61) (8) 

1 MOT ELITE HOPE 35 fCD.&l N Tram 5-1M . WRywT 

2 4010 ITALIAN SYHMONY13 (V.CD) P Fkiis 3-9-11 

A McCany (7) 4 

3 0265 EASTEIW PROPHETS 13 (BF.DWJ 6 Ueme-M . A CMS 

4 43PP IHALAfiH HILL LAD 13 (G) N LAnodoi 4-9-7 S WftanaOl i 

5 -000 REflOUBTWLE80Chapman6-9-4 ACJhanrZ 

6 DOES C0RMCHE 0UEST 27 (O F) M Cfwrmen 4-8-12 A EdUmy (7) G 

7 00M DESH.Y B (BF.D.G) R D«±oi 4-6-3 . .... Pltady(7T5 

8 0335 RIVER ENSIGN 22 (D.GI W M Bicrtwne 4-7-10 . J Ouir 7 
3-1 Eausn PrapliBi. 4-1 Kadan Syrapnony. 6-1 Elite Hqte, 6-1 ReDnrDUHe. 7-1 
Deerty. a-1 Cartehe Qua 10-1 Wrdegfi Hal frfl. ftma Lreign 


□ Democrat attempts to prove himself one of 
the most improved all-weather performers in 
the Hague Fastemers Handicap al Wolver¬ 
hampton. The Mark Prescott-trained gelding 
has risen 321b in the handicap while complet¬ 
ing a four-timer on sand. 


3.1 5 HAGUE FASTENERS HANDICAP 

(£4,983:1m iflQyd) (9) 

1 6M1 U0NCE 22 (S.D/.Gl Mis j Cwl 4-9-1' . WR-,4n4 

2 till DEMOCRAT 13 (C.D) U Fiecaw i-9-3 . G CMlrtl 7 

i OWS DLgEN'S PAGEANT 27 IS) J Iptnni J-9-2 S Drawn* 8 
4 0003 SAJI STJOWi 16 ID.GIMBwn 3-8-6 ACUrt.9 

:• 0401 5UALTACH M ICD/.S) fi HaihirJiud s-S-i FL'rncnb 

t 2041 BENRCO B (V.CDP.G) Ms II UKauin 6-6-4 . D Buts'- 2 

7 0200 C£EJM+14 (8D/| M ijhnsw 7 9-3 iGnWfBm(7)S 

8 1040 THREE ARCH BROKE W (B.D.Fi.Si U »r.nfl» 5-5-7 

NPMbnl |7)3 

3 5015 ENCHANTING EVE 16 <CD.0| C «l*n V7-12 Uartai Dw«ei 1 
7-4 bemocol. 9-2 Ltn-t, tl-2 SjB- Sr ifci, 7-1 Suattatn 8-1 emra- 10-1 
Oi-cen 1 '. PagonL 14-1 Tee-N-f. 16-1 Olteii 


3.50 TURKEY SELLING STAKES 

(£1.999:1m 4f) HO) 

1 4003 REX MUNDI 20 (V£D/j P hat 5-9 12 A McCarthy i7) 6 

2 0100 RED PHANTOM 372 rB.C.Oj $ UcJlo, ‘-9-8 U KVcffl 1 
j 5-02 PEAK. MWWESSJWi 9J lUly ^ ftman i-9-i . MOwyffl 

4 0000 ICAO GARDENER 18 (V> ft LiRrnone, i-3-i S Whnwjn 5 

5 6403 SKflTOTJ SOVEREIGN 13 lCD.FI F: rtelleifftK 1-5-: 

D HavdKfl i7| 10 

E -004 S1BOR STAR 239 D Sicrtwr 2-8-13 4-^art 6 

7 GOOO SWISS COAST ^jmnjjoer 16'•) A Cumanr 4 

3 0000 BLAZER'S BABY 3&J |F» Ma!. ilium,- 3-6-17 5 Drowno 9 

3 OKU MONEY THE KIDNEY 18 r.1 ft,-« I S-5 - 3 

ID 0606 TABASCO JAZZ 20 B Murat 8-6-6 . U Tehbua 7 

>1 RiS L(^Ji -’-r iclim Sowreign. S-l FejoiA-iMiiMr 7-1 jjc: 6- 

1 SKKv Kianfi 10-1 Red Phsuun 12-1 rkad Eiiltnc; crajer j Bar 16-1 
sner; 


4.20 PARSONS NOSE HANDICAP 

(Divl:£l.W4 1m If 79yd) (11) 

1 0000 XENOPHON OF CUNAkA 10J fFA) 3 UcBt^n 4.>v- 

J VNxnsan i7> B 

2 4004 SOLDIER COVE 10J (CDS) D earoefi 7-9-9 S Copp (Si I 

3 0065 ETHSAAT 2S iCFCl U h*m»-9Ii-. 6-9-6 .. S Orwro It 

4 16 W liABLf i-EA 8 IC) 9 (fetgr. 2-9-4 A CMhteK 3 

5 0430 FAfliDTDHT 13 (V.F| N LWrXJen 4-6.; S WWwonn 6 

6 1410 COL«S CHOICE 67 (Cl JSeiawg >9-' P BnaSey |71 5 

7 6*?4 HEATWAROS LAIlV 27 rBF.CJ.G) ■> i-trlirr.-^ 5-9-1 

F LyrtUi 10 

S 00u5 HNUINE JOHN 6 J P-aur. 4-8-17 'j lebbon 4 

9 313 klUARA BAY 65 (t>BF.G> u frio:: 2-8-17 A Qaak 7 

IP 0502 QUEENS STROLLER 27 |CD.S| P F-wcoo J Bianhdl 9 

It 0W4 SHUTTLECOCK 18 iC.S} D Ol tv*#- 6-t-l J Quinn 7 

4-1 Uura Ew, 9-2 Otwm Ctdir. 6-t Q&vu. ' 3-2 LW.- 7-1 

Wdia Cow e-i F^iM In l ti, Cuftn: Onw i-S-i our: 


4.50 PARSONS NOSE HANDICAP 

(Div IL £1.944- 1m If 79yd) (Ifl) 

1 0501 MArHD20(VC0/iPE«iii4 ? . fi MrCaiflnTj j 

2 3004 ORANGE PLACE 35 (V.FDDi 5 5-iPWlir- ?-2-!P 

J VAL^kmi 17) 3 

3 3224 GtffSSTBAATKIN 7 (D F.G.SI J ?<3r.i UV/rgnaml 

e B4M MSICURY13 3 Baacfr --r . ACu(h*if4 

3 4000 SHTS A CRACKER 6 Mri!/ L'js^l-, 3-9-3 S Drome 2 

6 0304 CHADLFIQ1 LANE20(VX| = Mu^’bnd£r9-l DWngN? 

7 0051 CRL ® MY DREAMS 27 rC| U haaon-Elin. 4-6-11 

TVMansS 

6 -606 NORTH ARDAR 296 (F.GJ N Lmnttwi 7SYAi«r«i8 

9 8066 PRINCIPAL BOY 32 (D.G,5j J 4-6-5 5 0 Wiams 5 

1(1 0000 GREAT BEAR 65 iF.ff) 0 Cmr-nyi 5-7-10 JOtimlO 

9-4 toasrt. W Sul sS Ui ftens. 9-2 SutsimS'B .1 7-1 vWip?. Lot 
P nntnaJ Bo*. 12-1 de-iae Hift. .’itoiaiy 2b-1 jfteii 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS, ff Jav6.6 nmnerj ham 27 ruf*t»s 29 66> M Piclmc. 
2? ham 113. 229%, M Wvjion 53 bora 2^. 22 SI. J TuMd. 4 
Kora IB 222%. J Pearce. H hum ti. 17 5*>, G lerc. 3 liwn 54. 
167*» 

JOCKEYS' P Bndfey 3 smntrj hm 6 nd& 50 0**. G CitfuH 39 
Horn iffl 15 4-V. vr firw. 5 han 34.14;% ft L§nnn. 9 loro 63. 
14.31. A Clare 25 from 203 11 FA>rbnE>wy*3 4 bora 26 n i*j 


1 NEWTON ABBOT 

• TrIUNDERER 


j ‘25 Keen Dancer. 1.S5 Sparkling Cone. 2 30 
! iranos. 3.00 Hold Your Ranks. 3.20 Court Master. 
| 4 CO Ke~, Risk 


£?■'£ H£AVV :f:??ECTI5l2 ” 53 TODAY) 


i 

i 

l 


1.25 THURLEST0NE HOTEL JUVENILE NOVICES 
HURDLE *'2-Y-0 12.011 2m H.m 7 rjraie-s; 


• 621 CJflt Lc 0* l««i 29 . 

I SCAPES S«Eli 4i : 7 
; 2 mekoa’jCLR ii y*: 

. c £■»£:• OF.--;r-:a 

: 04 r.-KlfTS L*D 72 C-1 

t 2C »/' “£RlE£ 23 >b- r i L' 1 

w:~ A4« 64? j 


?a,i.:F-c-. •: 

-V.:' 



t ’mW* '5i 

e 

G Inrruy 
5 BiBWJjr. 
it J Einc W. 
D Firfmrmnr. 
D -It 


1.55 THE INTERNET ON 

WWW.ECUPSLC0.UK.NARACECOURSE NOVICE 
j CHASE (£j.3s2 3m 5i IlCr.d: rii 

i ■ 5P-1 5 5 /A‘iir.G£«£S iSi V... . i-l'-E S Poav(i 

j : Ji-5 33i bLLi> 22 (C.5i l.-.r * :M( Mi J Tor.rc i£i 

7 4-OC HCOV.aOLi M lF.il : - uJ T fr : JFtca 

4 liK> IbV-U-FFAIt ’063 IS. '4-Cxc 11" . b Lupt* IS, 

i -? a hCWJ.UT COWi!ir.’CrD2?;CiC'.-..r: r-’O-i: 5Ewii.,jr. 
6 U-: P : JiHVJ.:DOB PRfiCE 21 l5l 1 '-S' r 1C ‘2 
I : U4-? ao T .r* UGHI ID 1 .-J-,-.'-it-: ’ MSHsir 

[ j -P30 -.CIKJES ISLODV 30 i&i : Tr.r-ur C, 1i*rr- ( - 

t 1 7-t2 PtARLSIHOIC; 11 . I r ’(-7 D J r s^WBUn <i. 
1 2-1: Siiii.-ii -I-v - . r T j-': 3-.nu C - ot*-- 

i -:- 


2.30 EBF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

| iC'JUiiliM s-3.775.2m 1!. I’Oi 

| ! (I IP IRWGi .’l i3F D5( « t -z~. 11 •: G Supple it i 

j ‘ Mu WtLjM 2 ill. !5 iG5> i■ Li'-V". i t’-: frJ rj.-ana'y- idi 

1 :■ 53‘j eC-L& P.OMeO 211: -sw;i i-’l-l T C '7| 

| 4 :■-?-> cAfJ*ir 71 * t»-*‘ /4rJTCirt!i5i 

i 5 Pi dLCHBLELT 11 -rritrte-11 L J Frid 

] ‘ 005» I"2» l OF FFJPH-i42 l.-*4. - . j j F b Mw 

: ‘ p.=4 XCTWDui: 17.' i -1 *-1 . DjButmej 

? 263- IMF N KBT 2lt- iF ( 1 *nr. !-V-0 3 Paweli 

i 250 S1LE141 AC1I0K 20 :: '-tj:. ; ll-t U Shenen 

•C '3040 MAVBRlDGt LAD, -0 1 n»» Mf-» G Twra%- 

rtu; -J.4 ! o 5-: ns. 7 ■ IjKk To.. 10-1 ttsUifif! 

Li* V-t hull iill-i Crt. -jicc-v4 :.".i :~£~. 


3.00 LANGSTONE CUFF HOTEL HANDICAP 
i CHASE (13.469 2m T: 1 <Si 

• ?W» RAZZAR'J 7*0 (riCL’.jl >. e U r."-;- ,*(**.'. 

: 1-46 «.W LCW%E 161 iCU F.'.l- l-r : 14 

: 1-42 Lies tiLf it! i. i&D.i j - ; 4 3 Pit.- 

4 -:-:p 5PJAL l .*.Erta e.uci< i: .i.cirir r •-•re : -t :• 

r*j!cw=-*. 

: ?*2U PfWKALi? ;i .Bi -■ R'i' ‘ -(r 1 . S , 

i SILWRBiO i: (CD.G.; ( r • -.Id :i-:S-4 £ 

■ V31 HOLD i9UR PP'iKC !' iC »> ‘ : *: i : "j- J •'••i' 1 
: :-lfr. rlAY-i 41 irr I F'i; . 1J, ■ Dj'if.ir'.? i- 



3.30 WHY NOT EMAIL: NARACEC0URSE.C0.UK 
HANDICAP CHASE il2 759 Sr* “10/d! (7) 

• ir« iHi«30Sfiaiwi n .cf k- ■ 

:4i-t 

. -21W 4MBUSIW 29<iFD :. t -4r; : . ■ . •■ jP:/--.’. 

: u? ccl*i uat-tep. i(i i lii si - ~ 

- !JPV 95MJ4U14 LMLCA'l-H ;S2 .C j G L, .V 1 v 

: vz: R55IHS PCTfDE 11 ,'P C S] 2 1 :> *1 T?--. 

i IMS Bil OF a TOUCH22 «CD/.C:■ ' ■'•: : : F-:S 

•' -OfiP USTPFSt R0SIF 1 1 (0 CO F.L ; i <’" • ' ; 

fr -j.'* ic"' r.i :■> t ri::*s-7. 


4.00 ROYAL CASTLE HOTEL NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£? I'53 jiT: 6!. <10. 

i 162 KSHRitr -l iSF* »*. -■;* i-i 6- -t- 

.- Ou-4 CIWJD iRu 11 . Cf •.*«;. 1: C j Ait..*: L* 5 

: 424J W.twre RCUETTe 25 4rsr*. *' 1 i-.n 

4 .'oo. CRuscer uu iRfDrr m •: •: .: . i."; Ter-- i 

1 ^43 HEART :11.'..-, r- ■ .vc.- :-j ! P -■"• 

•: ;-i4? k/riclcich bo* 4 : ( £r f c ii - -*. 1 : >•■..: 

7 2J5F il'AHr’il'.G EL'r* 4_- •; - G I'JH.l. 

5 -024 Cuifl MMS ms ,U p Vt-i/ , 4 - rj . 

:• 02 ; 6«F:rr lE'.TL im n.»,*.r 5:1 
V. OOOP SPIA'H OF fia»a*r 15 '. ‘r -j: t 1,1.’ M 5*^ »4" 

r^r4‘r"■ 2c, t-l h-.-. .t-t: 1:. F - .■■ -■ 7 

7 * -tc.ro Ltrt. 1C-" 'JLi’Ca. F:-.:-.n.. ■; 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAJHERS V.;. .' '.VitO.mc L <ii.vil i«t. ,-*a" : *'y '• J 
HarMiai S Urn 12 *i 7\ r li'Wd - : -*- | 

ttnn 4 ? n?v i.’ 4, [lt nr-v..- y r l- c>* n’e** 1 * 

23 261 1 - ; 

J dorrs. D Jt4fl2r.ll 5 iir.vi-. 'irir. IE nie: 1: ", f- -. ' ! 

herr. 42 if V,i. ^<iii« ; | 


SEDGEFIELD 


! THUNDERER 

j 1.00 For Caihat. 1.20 Dark Oak. 2.00 Chipped Oul. 
i 2.30 KHdrummy Castle. 3.00 Brancher. 3.30 
Diamond Beach. 


WETHERBY 


THUNDERER 

12.45 Joe Shav/. 1.15 Ham N'Eggs. 1.50 Kauai*. 
2 25 Colonel In Chief. 2.55 Chief Minister. 5 25 
Foundry Lane. 


GOING. GOOD _ 

1.00 RED ONION NOVICES HURDLE 

112.355 3m 31110yd) (7 runners* 

’ -221 EilRKDfili 15 (Sl 1 Lun» 6-11-5 R Supple 

: ;m FOR CATPAl 27 (G^) lift u ftfwJe, e-n-5 N Smsh 

3 oio; MILL-DOT 17 (FI f tVrvign f-i 1 -5 G MtCortTBCk (5| 

4 P-P? AUCAT 32 (Bj > CWc. €•«-»: Mr S Swws 

> T-P F0FEVSR SHY 11 Mil r lasC 9-in-:; Ifiss S Lanb (7i 
L tfi VAKWiHDfiS J 'rlwnid john- on to W2 . t UafFun 
7 PIP- saxv fft 24JP f. Fy^iw, . D Baev, 

6-4 : 3i Cesar f-4 7-1 UiiP-Ora 2-1 FjharJA ;vi ahm 


1 .30 KEN BRIGHT STILL GOING AFTER ALL 
THESE YEARS HANDICAP CHASE (£3.738 3m 31) (111 

1 6-3P RUSSIAN CASTLE 15 (CD.F.G) J Wade fl-11-11 N Smsh 

2 UP41 DARK OAK 23 (C.F.CAI JCim. 11-11-3 IfciSwars 

» P-05 TH.TY 8 nrJF^ifi Sowftr 7-11-3 . ... . T Etey 

i 2-UP ANOTHER VBimjRE tfi |Sl f Uurpn, 7-11-3 . E CNMgran 
i P?4P Rffi enosswe 16 IB/) I Filter by MEMO . F Unity (3/ 

6 2-21 FfnH LEADER 23 IBF.3) C Oaa f-lM Mrs S Gram 

7 03-2 SIRERIC 15 (S) f- Bell 7-16-7 - . t. JoWison 

F, ,-32' UBBY BANK 721 ) Hetau Jjn.ion S-ID-: RSiflJpte 

> 3UUP OLE OLf 17 (V.C.F.SI FA*, E Me law ll-KM M Htwum |7i 

■: -506 MISS COLETTE 16 (E.CDJ.G1 Mr, D Tharrrai 9-1IM L OHw 
V 422f TllOOfl FEU-OW 17 J Wade 8*10-0 . C UcComnck |5) 

i-i Cam 0 a 7-;TBr>i*jiia 3-2 rain* iiOSmnc 12-1 oOw, 


2.00 DURHAM INNS LTD. NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.103 2m 51) (13) 

l -tPl CHIPPED OUT IS iCO.Si M todhuma 7-11-12 C UcCanmck (5| 
L 64) AMOf BABER 14 F Mufft 5-10-12 .... I DUoa 
• .503 CADEAUX PRfl«RE 9 (Bf 1 D IMi 6-10-12 _ . F Leihv (3l 
C OOAJ WliMKW 251S»U Vint MO-12.JBate 

5 11346 CnSTli RET 57 (BFl4-10-12 . . » Jolmsw 

6 2F3- CBOlVDffl HOUSE ?46f ISi 2 9-10-12_M R fete 

7 032, D«B'S WAY 627 W Puli eriO-12 - . D Bafcy 

f te-3 EdCUTTFc D£»3H «.(5.5) Mn M 5-10-12 .. N 5mm 

9 F0-; JILLS JOY 17 4 CntrJa 4-10-12 . TBey 

10 -12-5 PJUER CHALLENGE 20 iCi J U^oi 6-10-12 . R Suvte 

v P6 SllAK- SIALttR 678IOJI Mr, intol 9-10-12 ihtWfcai 
12 -2-3 STAGE FJH6HT 21 F Murphy 6-1D-12. E 

U 2-76 IHE 6HD0DOUUELL 28(G.SlMr; AKwjMon 11-10-12 

ttiJBunPi 

5-4 E>C4Ui.< ClWQn. 6-1 Cltq/rd'Xu f^1 ftrrti Chlltagc. 7-1 SogeFngra 8-1 
i*iir; Eirfcr iC -1 Cslian Pi“.iuct? li-i towd'i Wey. 14-1 aher. 


2.30 RENT-ROLL CUP HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,488 ?m 11 OydI (9) 

1 F 211 TM5 B MY Lffl 12J (D.F.G) Wr.i K Ulkgag 8-11-10 E 
7 2134 WBBLE MAH 34 (0/.3I M P*.N 1-11-6 . . 0 Baefey 

? 3-14 VU D£ RAMA 17 iCD/.b) D SnOl E-Il-1 . ... R Sun* 
4 0-43 SHAHGPAM 48 ISi J rtiburt 9-10-6 BGraUilS) 

; J125 JAfffTE 10 iC0.F.6)NX , jsct,MD- 7 . L0H»a 

£ 3te- FTJTAI0 MAH 300 (j)B EiEam U-IO-i_C UcCanucK (51 

7 25-1 ka/lRLJMUY CASTU 15 (O/i J FitGmH 5-10-D . F LMhy pi 

8 P4fij u* HYCfM ID (BD/i M tfcnwonil 7-10-0 N HonutfS (7* 

9 S3P6 3HU.TAK 23 (F.6) J r.Mr ft-1041.KJohwoi 

n-4 Ihii ii My Lire 7-2 Kiidrunmy r^aip. 5.1 Vel dc (-1 MaMe M*r.. 
13-2 LU Hreane 7-1 '^ 1 ;. 10-1 Srahqran 25-1 oftir. 


3.00 UNION HAU SIENNA STUD HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2.723. ?m 51110yd) (12) 

1 12-1 TOSHIBA TALK 16 iCD/.Sl B flU-on 5-n-i> C IfcCanac* (5l 

2 -511 hlfUA EfUWVY 17 iB.CD.F.G) i ?»► S-li-il . N Smflh 

j 46K BRWBHEflli (F.6.SI.i 7 u.t:i 6-lT-iO . fl Supolt 

4 23-1 9ITRAN 9 HLS| ft n«n«irfl 7-11-4 l7c*) Mr R Hate 

a 1-33 SIYLBH WTERVAL 36 ft/)P5mOi 5n-2 .. FLuhy(3! 

£ 616 10P0THEH0PTW<U»G 29 iCDF.G.5) P BcBawa 7-ii ? 

BSrzui (51 

7 F-0P AMAZKC SA1 23 (CQ/l Me*. U Mdligen i-1M D Berttey 

8 276>’ OTTCICHS3DE LAD 596 (CO F) Ait A 6*n«uiit 7-10-5 DHleMl(7) 

9 F^O 5PRHG CALL 8 (CD/) C P-wscn 7-!i)-5 T Hogg (7) 

1C 3015 OJSSNGTOtJ TIMES 23 rr.G) 11' MH-.-OWI 3-10-0 KJahnMn 

11 -550 SHELTON ABBEY 98 (B.CC.F.G.S1 J lYmte'11-10-0 ECibahai 

12 3JM E1AFW5T0RMER18 (Bi.G) i filial IMP-0 M H Naoghlw (5) 
7-2 r.inio Grosvy 4-i lotfv&i laft. 9-2 S*,i«n 13-j tBanrtw 5-1 
lapai'cnaritiiacinj U3-1 Anumr; Zal DiisingKr. Tm.cs 12-1 ottas 


3.30 HALLGARTH MANOR HOTEL HANDICAP 

HURDLE (£2.583. 2m II) (6) 

1 FU55 DURAND 2D (Si I Easlsrtiy 6-12-9 . N Honjdc (7) 

2 2024 QUANGO 6 (D.fil J FCGmIO 5-11-12 .. F LMhy p) 

3 1114 FATEHALKHAlR 49 (CO/) 5 EHiSOn 6-11-5 C McComw* (5) 

4 11-0 WRSTENBOSCH IT (D//> 1 1 L'J’Jfl 10-1G-11 C Dunne (71 

5 5-43 HAM0ND BEACH R|S> 6 Klfocro 4-iO-ir E CaBaghan 

t ,D52 GttttRAL'S tiRDERG 11 lCD/.6i 3 Iwtik t-10-9 R Supple 

7 P3W N0CA1MM 23 (V.CD.FiJ.Sl K Mairan 6-iO-O B Grattan (5) 

8 &W5 RUB1SLAW 11 1*5 ► Lmt 5-H.M) MCI S Lamb 17) 

7-7 CiBngo. 4-i riiiana [wnend EteiUi 3-2 Fairtahjad. 5-1 Acncra s (haps 
6 1 taepften. 12-1 ruiamtcrjJi )j-i flufrii,. 


GOING GOOD TO SOFT 


SIS 


12.45 BOXING DAY NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£-:.304 2m 4t IIQyd) (13 rurniBC) 

■.FOlSAflMirr STOUT !UD.6r.*rt • 3*-win VH-7C- H Eaffls,- JOT 
2 2F-4 X* SHAW 39 L*rv W a-.--tir, 411 i P Nnrer IM 

:• P-12 GLENEOWEH 1BiCD.6l«ii.iiynnitd:-il-5f.VCacinier(3i 1tl7 
4 216 JEr*flE'5 PROSFICT 29 ID Fi J J i fm: l- i : i P Cartwiy S3 
1 .22-' COnAfiE CRAFT 777 ,V Btn.il Vll-G M Moidiwy - 

63526 LEAF IN IHE DARK 16 IDF.S) Ur^L iiallE-Ui 'l T Rt-ed TTiui 
7 230 ARFtOGANT HEIR 14[i4-I3-H UtS0w«M5i 13. 
6 -53P iAU CHAMPAGNE 34 I Ei-.ietv ‘ 10-C l W,v 102 

4 30-4 NA&AYER 15 M V.cxn 7 10-7 ft C«Wy SO 

'L‘032P 5K-0N0 FIDDLE 8 0 Limrjn 7-19-7 . MBiasim 106 

11 P-J1 PR>*TM HEART 20 fCO.5) H Akundei 6-10-5 B Ewiey 195 

12 ,4-4EFAADa JUaionHO O G Lie Ul2 

U -000 CHAW MOVE 11 » jmiff. i- 1(>-3 NHawcryCl V 

4-i 6fcnl»»«i 5-1 Jet Srj» ;;-2 fwiuint Htsi 7-i Arr<v its in. id-1 
-hairct: Pieipca Leaf-In Thi Drt TdfflCiurc-Wi" ScicndFio* EUa '6-1 
oera. 


1.15 B0R0UGHBRIDGE NOVICES CHASE 

(£4.471 2m) (6) 

12111 KADASTROF IB (D.S.'Jl R (utM MM2 2nd Preieiera* Qr3 
.'■'4212 5HERNG EDGE 9 (PF.D.F.Gi I fri'ihtiv S-H-9 DOUBTFUL 
■WPP flHBEJAYBUS 11(B) ‘.to i Griaii 6-11-1 1 fi«d 

4 P3-0 COURT JOKER 23 iGl H -Jtoiua 5-i 1 -« 6 Slow 73 

5 26-4 HAM WEGGS 16 iD/.&l M topnondf-11-4 RGamty 90 

t *040 J0U.Y HEART 13 u Blown J-n-i U Brwman 

4-9 Hmii Nlgga 5-2 C-am Wa 7-1 Jdi, Hf4fl Tj-i Untmua 


1.50 ST JOHN AMBULANCE HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3,215 2mi(6| 

12251 NEW MN 13 (DF.Gi 5 GoUnur,til-3 S Punch .S> 131 

2 1-30 STASH THE CASH 27 (D F G.S| M Itaramuis 

H Gamir/ 135 

3-241 DP BONES 20 iCD.G.Sl f LHmpny 4-n-e PCmtrry JT 

4 2Cf- KAITAK 237 (CD.G) 7 Fciertr, b-n-7 i VAa Vm 

5 /222 HOUSE OF DREAMS 27 iG'i i U M-wc 6-10-1: H btfWtcv ' i 1 
1224- SAMAND 211 (Er/.Gi Mr.-. 1 Swl-. li f-19-9 T Rwu 125 

9 4 Her Inn. 5-2 Ch Scnrt 9-2 01 Or.-jn: 6 -i 3li:h »he Cash S i 

HM Sarmad 


2.25 ROWLAND MEYRICK HANDICAP CHASE 

(£13.509 3m II) (5) 

1 11-4 SPARKY GAYLE 41 (BF Fj&.Sl C Pa^i 7-1 l-in . B Siwet 167 
?G5-3 AVRfi ANSON 14 (F.G* r.i Cinwho 9-11-7 . P Niwn fin] 
32-D4 MAJOR BEIL 13 (P.F.G.S) A WmHeni J-ll-i . L Wyw IS 
42111 STRATH ROYAL 20 ICD.F.G.SI -J Bitnun li-lj-TO 

M Brennan 166 

5 11-2 COLONEL M CHEF 20 iCO.&.S; G SiUm* 7- IC-t P Caitwny 16£ 
5-2 Camtl In duel 11-4 jp.fy £jyie 7-2 lAaiw isli 5-1 Aw. Atm-i Si pir. 
final 


2.55 SUPS)MASTER HANDICAP CHASE 

(£7.022- 2m 41110yd) |G) 

1 -416 ROYAL WXlHTBMAVHE 13 (D.G.Sl Ubi V. Rtr.Hartll-iO 

PMdgtey (3| 150 

26111 CUMBRIAN WALLENGE 20 (CO.F.G Si I Ea-.iatiy 6-1&-I.3 

L Wyer 165 

314-3 CHEF MINISTER 40 iBFJJ.F.aS) r.1 H»nMW 9-1C-8 

HGanny Jii 

4 130-WHSPEROKSTEEL253(D.G.SlCFlidmu: 11-10SBSJfldy QiZl 

5 /IP- NORTHANTS 308 iD.Uil Y( >wey 11-JO-3 M UdontY KJ 
63323 BRAUBLEBERRY 9 (DJ.6.51 »3ii C Jralh i-10-0 PCamciry ISi 

H-10 Cunbnm iiuOcngc 7-2 Clud i/»caet 9-2 SlhapDi.-.g 31m M 
Notflurji 120 tjijnctefteinf 14-1P^,,^ uc-Jiiaosr.t 


3.25 CHRISTMAS NOVICES HURDLE 

(£3.323 2m) (17) 

1 12 FOUNDRY LANE 13 iD.C) Mi. M nei.'iii 6-il-S P ruven Q3j} 

2 53 ALFOTE HDEAWAf 16 tt W iii'eW 4-ID-12 P Mdgtev P) iTF 

2 0- CRAJG1L BOY 174F M Bvoufl 7-lrt-i; N ?«■&*, 70 

4 0 FL®LUflt» 13 Mr.V Vail 4-lU fr Mi 6 DuIKA (5» 111 

5 0 GJfTBOJt 22 II S&oZ 5-10-:. - * M F.lofener 67 

6 6 HOH EXPRESS 29 l.ii J Raitusn i-iC-12 R GamO-,- BO 

7 P-P (NYDUG06LUE 23 H Aie-aiaa 5-10-W I Reed 

6 131 .H.15T1N MAC 35 (D.F Gi J fitt-eeid i-1i«-i2 . P Carttny 
9 40 LORD HASTIE 13 N Jintifi o-io-T2 2nd Pirfetenct 

1C 04i MLiS BOY 9 Mir S :4i«n 6- ID-72 5 PomBi7» 

11 253 MR TEES COMPONENTS 47 M> U £- a-ir G Lee 80 

12 P FWUJFIC ACBNCY 17 F Murrir, 4-10-1? Mi C Bonner (3) 70 

13 RUSK 63f T Ea-Jcrai-4-10 12 L YJ»er 

14 SHAFIOAHTE Wecliifll 4-19-12 . .. LI Brennan 

i30 SUMNDAMAHiA 32 -i Iwm t-iH 2 H Burns i7) 56 

if P03 WHATHOViXiSAY 23 f SarJuui 3 Siorey 

17 IJ-4 SHARLEY COP 15IJ Camera j-iD-7 
5-4 Foundry Lane. 5-1 Jusi.n LUr S T Si.v. 10-1 Aip*x Htazm-i 13-r Mi Icii 
Csnvwiea-. 14-1 Hoh Pidiic Agw-CY 26-1 c-ticr. 


AYR 


THUNDERER 

12.55 For 2 air. 1^5 Common Sound. 2.00 Hc^peful 
Lord. 2.35 Naughty Future. 3.10 Master Bavard. 3.40 
Ra&sel. 


GOING. GOOD TO SOR SIS 


12.55 PORT N BRANDY SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£1,899 2in) (10 runners) 

1 5°F2 RALLEGIfl 25 (D G.SI p Mretnlh 8-12-0 I Janfaw (7) 

-924 PAF.MWS LtCGf 18(BH.GUL'n?:9-t(l-l? WDmrSngiT) 
4 14 F0R2AJR 15 (8F.Si JJO'itsuf-10-]? RMrtra8W3) 

4 -PPO ELAT*® TRAIL 18 iB.D.'M IAr. I Ruisaii ?.;(L2 DRad(7) 

5 0-00 USjUKTAUJ DREAM 18 K Mini i-lO Q . J 

6 TP-D SYLVAN CEL3RAHDN 18 J 6 oim 6-1R4) B rtartmq 

7 5-00 HUTCHES LAD> 34 9Itonter j-id-d ASSmrti 

t 090 SAGEBRUSH ROLLER 13 (BlJ J 0 f.'till 9->0-0 LCoopoiT) 
= 60F6 UDWWLECh IB Winn; 5-10-0 . S Tayta (S) 

10 0 C P- P0L4JIY.1ND 223 NY.*«fgM £-10-0 . . M Fowl 

i:-5 r ai-,m; Lsdj*. 11-4 flaliMiu. 7-2 Fora* 3-1 GagtinuR Italia. IM 
Uo-jnbm (ifeMI*. Uiadwfc:). 14-1 S,hi-ii CdiitK^IOri 16-1 OlhST. 


1.25 GOOSE NOVICES CHASE (£2.785- 2m) (9) 

' P-15 LA RW1ERA 16 iD.f) J Owii.ni-iMi M Bradbune flrl 
2 4P0- CmADJIlO 33 IDAS) C ThMoc 7-i0-i2 . . M Fosm 
7- P-14 COUImON SOUND 11 (BFJJ.5I J E-urt* 5-10-12 fl Mcflrah j?l 

1 -005 ESOUUMJ IBC ftclurd - . 5-*0-i2 . . Bttrtno 

5 2W (W4 HEGGS16 (D.F.W U h-ID-12 . 2nd Preterm* 
£ HPP- PATTcftMEfICHANT 2B5PF.tecLF*K4»U8-1D-T? .. DRadtf) 
; U603 TEEJA'f IFW1LH IQ (Di.G.Sl J GUM 5-10-12 .. S Tartr (51 

8 3-22 WELSH KfiflCK 16 iBF.'."} u M Mate 5-10-1! J Cabgheo 

9 2500 FAME AM) FAHTASr 29 (D.F) A '/.lnUi 6-HF-T . A 5 Groff 
B-AYtahtAacn 9 2"*?;4vniilcfi 5-1 Comirai Etuia 1l-2Caioii» 13-2U 
R*«n ifl-; E?quiTKi lfi-i Farr *.i3 Fjacv 66-1 anai 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRADS5S: G ftitharfs. 47 wmi*; Vom 202 roraierc, 23 A 
V4iittmc. 7 kwfl 58, I? VS J J D Will. 20 bom l!6. W.2%: C 
TYiumun, 5 mm 29 172S p WMtot. i bom IB. 1G.TV 

JOCKEYS'LI F«ih 5 wlnneti. Dcm »g imJk:. 12i%.S laTtes, 3 Iran 
76 11 5V f: McGraUt 3 hom 29. in 3% Only quaWias 


2.00 HOURSTONS OF AYR WINTER SALE 
NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE (£2.316 2m 4lj (7i 


-124 HOf^fLIL LORD 11 (BfD/l P CnM-lroivP 5-11-5 A S Sonin 
P-PP EASfiV JOKER 20(D.F.G.SlSf4)ilo*rti 9-10-13 R Uc&ah |3r 


3 5-42 WJRIffR MANS G Ridvsfc MC-12 

4 HlRT LODGE J ['«*. 6-ifi-9 

5 45-2 POLAR KNG 32 C iMtnlai 4-10-9 

6 TW0LE5 BBLE K Inamno 5-S&-9 

7 00-5 PEAK A BOO 16 D YiWJan*. 6-10-7 


BHartftij 
I Jardlne (7) 
- M Foyer 
. JCaHagtan 
S Taylor iji 


1T8 Na Few Mar 9-< 4»Hul Lad. 11-: fan ifmg E-1 Ei^., j«f: u-i 
lualf. Bbk. 25--1 H'O LXOjr. Pei A ttt. 


(£3.474’ 3m II) (7) 

t 0-3 BETTER IMS AHEAD lj{G,Si h RlcartS ll-i BHarrttio 

2 1 . 1 / SHHNG FOUNTAIN 7SS (691 D M For.:* a-i TJ 

MM Braotume (5i 

3 13-1 JU0KW1S CAPTAT) 41 (C.S) Un J 5***,- :ij-:o.iij K ,csi«w 

4 0-3 NAUGHTY FU7URE K (CD.dSI 1 j fidfeg B-IM K McGfiOi ( Ji 

5 lf5- PETER 272 (Fl r j KniCan: i- li>2 a S Snan 

6 34-3 SEEKING GOLD 69 (D/.G) .1 Eiitin 5-10-1 uiwm 

7 13Py HAG'S WAY 611 |S1 U IsAui :•> 7-io r- j Cadagfian 

7-1 Bair Tone', itfeod n-4 rtigniy F.jwt. J-1 Cold. 9-3 jutnuw. 
Capun l’-£ Shnaig Fn»rta,n 16-1 Hag; Way 3J-1 PlIli 


3.10 TEXSTYLE WORLD WINTER SALE NOVICES 
HANDICAP CHASE (£2.843. Cm 40 (6) 

1 -12? DUEN16 (BF.D.Fi) .1 Gdrti 7-11-10 ft IteGrW 12) 

2 2 35 TRUE 5C0T II |G^1 f Cheetraupi7-11-6 ASSnlm 

3 4621 MAS HR BAVARO 10 iF,G| r Meoloh9-1l-6 1'joj 

4 3P-1 SOLSCBTH 40 iuD.G.S) J BarclJ, fi ll-4 

5 45-P NAWIKOOkfY IS 18 ) M ladhunfit Ml-' . r*xtZ 
E 237P LBJSIC BLH216MrsD leotfecn mw . btertlq 

S -1 Safcfrab. 9-5 Vtoki Baud 4 1 hadud i Ojw. £•: r*ur Sutr ;o i Imp 
CmL 14-! Hidmooki-t 


3.40 WHISKY MAC HANDICAP HURDLE 

(L2.7B5:2m 40 (5) 


1 W-2 PALACEGAJE KING 16 |S) A iHuinm Ml-1 3 ^ jvyi™ 

2 05*3 R05SEL 40 ICFJUPUgiHHh 4-114 i jiSKS 

2 4-25 PAHAH16 (O.M M laftuis MM 

4 S4>3 MENSHAAR 25 laSILUinga 5-101 wDtwSfffi 

5 4/2- BELLS HBJ. LAD 40G (51 j Bmiiy , 0 . 1 0-c. _ RLwSSnfl! 
15-8 Palevogate ting 2-1 Rond }-t F*»iai 5-1 Maiasar. fl-I 9dt. Hill Lee 
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Alan Lee meets the former champion who has eased down a gear 


Dunwoody at home on quality street 


F ew sportsmen who 
have scaled the high¬ 
est peaks find content¬ 
ment at a lower level. 
They pine and fret until frus¬ 
tration drives them from the 
territory they once command¬ 
ed. ft is a recurring syndrome, 
all the sadder for the wisdom 
that is so often wasted, but 
Richard Dunwoody is firing 
proof that it can be conquered. 

In 1995, Dunwoody secured 
his third National Hunt jock¬ 
eys* championship and pled¬ 
ged that it would be his last. 
The tide was secured despite 
mental and physical exhaus¬ 
tion, the twin strains of a failed 
marriage and an emaciated 
body. 

He did not retire, though the 
temptation was great. Instead, 
he made a deal with himself 
and his spurt, settling for 
quality in all things rather 
than the quantity he had so 
tenaciously pursued. He has 
never regretted the pact. 

All that has vanished from 
Dunwoody's routine is the 
relenrless quest for primacy. 
Good horses and big races are 
now his riding motivations, 
both here and in Ireland, and 
while he takes very few days 
off. he sets his own agenda. 

Something more: he has got 
a life. Dunwoody makes rime 
to indulge his other passion, 
driving raring cars: he has a 
social fife divided arbitrarily 
between bases in Faringdon. 
the Fulham Road and Co 
Kildare; he broadcasts weekly 
on Radio 5 Live. Most impres¬ 
sive of all. he has became an 
ambassador for his sport 
acknowledged by all jockeys 
as their senior spokesman. 

“People make too much of 
the difference in me." he said 
disarmingly. "I still feel the 
same man." Maybe so. but a 
worldly, assured version of the 
old. self-absorbed model. Hav¬ 
ing derided that he is not cut 
nut fnr training or wedded life. 
Dunwoody has found a happy 
niche, having discovered that 
there is more to being a jockey 
than riding horses. 

As joint president, with John 
Reid, of the Jockeys' Associ¬ 
ation. Dunwoody has become 
a quietly impressive crusader. 
Sponsorship logos have long 
been a personal mission. “Sev¬ 
en years. IVe been on about 
this.*" he said with a touch of 
righteous frustration. “It is so 
contradictory that sponsors' 
names appear everywhere, 
even on the horses themselves, 
but the jockeys are still so 


restricted. I am hoping for 
some action in the spring." To 
back up his view, he has not 
been afraid to write long, 
articulate and pointed lettere 
to the raring press. 

Financial advancement is 
one thing, safety quite 
another, and Dunwoody is 
similarly focused on the con¬ 
stant updating and develop¬ 
ment of medical facilities. “It 
was ail very primitive when I 
started riding, although no¬ 
body thought too much about 
it at the time. It took a few bad 
incidents, leading to paralysis 
and even death, to wake 
people up to what should be 
done. 

"Since Declan Murphy sus¬ 
tained his head injuries, there 
have been great advances in 


BOXING DAY 



Richard Dunwoody. wri¬ 
ting exclusively in The 
Times, compares the two 
greys whose names are 
synonymous with die 
King George and ass¬ 
esses One Man’s chances 
of winning again. 


the quality of helmets, but we 
must never relax. 1 am con¬ 
cerned about the new EU 
regulations on body protectors 
— the ones they are imposing 
are like armour and, with no 
flexibility, the risk of injury is 
actually increased." 

Dunwoody speaks with em¬ 
phasis and passion on such 
subjects, a man at ease with 
his position. “It is important 
that jockeys are properly 
looked after and I am happy to 
devote plenty of time to the 
issues." 

Time does not exactly hang 
heavy. In a sense, indeed. 
Dunwoody has never been 
busier. He is third in the 
British jockeys’ table and 
fourth in Ireland, where he 


has already had more than 120 
rides this season. His riding 
engagements, booked by his 
agent, Robert Parsons, are 
topped up by promotional 
work for sponsors and for 
United Racecourses, owners of 
Kemp ton Park, setting for 
Boxing Days traditional meet¬ 
ing in which One Man. 
Dunwoody on board, will 
attempt to win the King 
George V! Chase for a third 
successive year. 

Dunwoody talks with ani¬ 
mation of tite best young 
horses he has ridden this year 
and. inevitably, of the holy 
grail of Cheltenham in March. 
He remains a highly dedicated 
professional but, in place of 
the blinkered obsession, there 
is now a broader p ersp ec ti ve. 

Nett summer, he will ex¬ 
pand his involvement in For¬ 
mula First Racing, luOOcc 
single-seater cars that are, as 
he freely admitted, “the first 
step in motor raring". Last 
summer, from seven drives, he 
completed in six with a best 
position of fifth. “Hie podium 
is the aim next year," he said. 
"Then, some time. I would like 
to go up a stage." 

Driving has been instructive 
in many ways. “I had one 
particularly bad spin, in 
which I felt far more out of 
control than in any racing fall, 
i was lucky to get out un¬ 
scathed. And I have learnt 
how incredibly fit you need to 
be to drive cars. I’ve grear 
admiration for the Formula 
One boys." 

Hie overriding impression 
given by Dunwoody nowa¬ 
days is that he has found peace 
of mind. "In the end, all I did 
was deride that the champion¬ 
ship was an impossibility. I 
could easily have packed up 
but I had nothing else to do. So 
[ have made the best of what 
IVe got and. so far. it has 
worked. 

“It’s hard to imagine Peter 
Scudamore doing tilings this 
way. but 1 reckon he might 
have enjoyed his riding more 
if he had carried on at a 
slightly slower pace. I’m hon¬ 
estly enjoying it more than 
ever this season." 

Scudamore retired sponta¬ 
neously. cme April afternoon 
at AscoL Dunwoody has no 
such plans. “I think the trend 
for retiring early has passed. 
Jeff King, who was still riding 
past 40, tells me I could be 
better ai 39 than I was at 29. 
That gives me another five 
years before my peak." 



Dunwoody en route to victory on One Man in the 1995 King George at Sandown 



Fast cars have provided Dunwoody with an additional sporting interest 


CRICKET 

Australia show 
cause for concern 
over McGrath 


By Simon Wilde 


AUSTRALIA are battling to 
reach full strength when fliey 
set about frying to extend a 

remarkable sequence of re¬ 
sults in Test cricket in Mel¬ 
bourne-on Friday, in the first 

of three r matches against 
South Africa. They are seeking 
their ninth series win out of 
ten. the only blemish on their 
record of the past two yean 
being- a solitary defeat in a 
one-off match in Delhi in 
October 1996 when they were 
without their best bowler, 
Shane Wame. 

The availability of all their 
best players this time would be 
an i mp or tant factor against 
strong opposition and at the 
end of an exhausting year for 
tire unofficial world Test 
champions. The match will be 
Australia’s fifteenth of 1997, 
three more than the maximum 
recently recommended to the 
International Cricket Council 
by the.Test captains. 

The punishing workload 
has not seriously affected 
them in Test matches. Austra¬ 
lia began the year by inflicting 
an innings defeat on West 
Indies in Adelaide to dinch the 
WorreU Trophy, went on to 
beat South Africa and Eng¬ 
land in their own countries, 
and recently outplayed New 
Zealand at home. They have 
won eight Tests' and lost four 
— three in "dead rubbers”. 

But elsewhere there are 
signs of stress. Many of Aus¬ 
tralia’s leading players appear 
in both Test and oti&day 
teams and. concentrating then- 
energies on winning Test se¬ 
ries. their form in limited- 
overs cricket has been below 
expectations. They have also 
spent much of the time left to 
them complaining about inad¬ 
equate remuneration.. 


Australia's, nwn®"*" 1 ® 
Melbourne is the fitness ol 
Glenn McGrath, who mused 
the last two Tests against New 
Zealand and has played only 

twice in six wttks because ^ 

trapped nerve, an ^direct 
consequence of a hernia oper- 
ation/McGrath. who has had 
an outstanding year, went 
through two workouts at tne 

MCG yesterday and will re¬ 
peat the exercise today. 

-If the Test was tomorrow 
I’d probably be lucky to make 
it, but the feci irs still a couple 
of days away gives me a 
chance,"' McGrath said. I 
like to take the positive ap¬ 
proach so. if Pm feeling great 
and the body’s fine, then I'd be 
hoping to pfay- But ultimately 
it’s up to than [the selectors]. 

Errol Alcott, Australia’s 
physiotherapist, expects 
McGrath to go through a 
more rigorous lest today to see 
if it causes any reaction in. the 
nerve. McGrath has taken 64 
wickets at 20.04 apiece in 12 
Tests in 1997 — better even 
than Wame, whose return 
from 14 games amounts to 59 
wickets at 25.20, but Wame 
remains the bowler opponents 
instinctively talk about 

South Africa’s confidence is 
ftigh. They have performed 
weB in' the one-day World 
Series Cup and last weekend 
jealt effectively with Stuart 
MacGill when they faced Aus¬ 
tralia A in Brisbane — al¬ 
though if they, think MacGill 
bears comparison with Wame 
hey are sadly mistaken. 

UJSTRALIA (Iran): M A Taylor (captain). M 
r G EBoB. G S Bevwtt M E Wax*. S R 
Vaugh.RTPorttnB.IAHeeJy. PRReUfal. S 
(Warns. MSKaspranicz.(3DMcGrath, 5 
}ook. A BkJwL 

JOUTH AFRICA (from}- G KMen. A M 


England find their feet 

ENGLAND. Under-19 won reaching their potential, 
their second limited-overs Owais Shah, who had only 
game in two days at St been in the coon by for two 
Geoigels Park. Port Eliza- days, made 67 for England, 
beth. when, they beat Sooth who were bowled out for 268 
Africa Schools by 47 runs off the last ball of their 50 

(John Stem writes).overs. 

Having beaten the South. -: Graham Napier took four.. 
African. . Schools. ,Colts: on. foiyJ3 as.ithe.South:Africans,. 
Monday. England ate show- who fielded six players from 
ing signs that, at last, in the the first tmder-19 intemation- 
tour’s fourth week, they are al, were dismissed for 2ZL 



FOR THE RECORD 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA)- Utah 
101 Aflama to. Chartade 81 Toronto 73; 
New Yort, 79 Date 87; New Jersey to 
Orlando 88, Detrai 96 Pniadelpfra 92: Los 
Arnetes Lake* 94 Houston 83; Washnoror 
IIOMAvKiiee 79. Rioenta9I Golden State 
76, Sacramento 89 Minnesota 79. 


BOXING 


NAGOYA Japan: Wortd Baring Araod - 
anon Junior bentamwerohC charrtptonshto: 
S Hda (Japan) « Y SWi Oar (Thai, holder) 
t** 


CRICKET 


Women's World Cop 
Ireland v New Zealand 

BOMBAY (New ZcaLtnd won toss;- New 
Zealand Best Ireland by 139 nets 
NEW ZEALAND 

0 HocMgy c McDonald b Shftngran . 70 

E Oncrim bwr Baggs . .. _ ..60 

S From tow McDonald .... . . _ 33 

K VWhers re* out . .32 

"M Lerre, not ail . ___ 14 

Extras lb 5. foe w2l. np 1|.._35 

Total pwkto. SOovera)_244 

K Brown. K Hamel. fR Rote. S 
MacLauehan. C Nichofccn and C 
Canpbe* 

PALL OF WICKETS 1-121.2-175.3-213 
BOWLING McDonald KHM1-I. OTteB 
162-360. Spence 16651-0. Graatoy 2-6 
166 Bess* 10-0-47-1 ShSHngton 6633- 
1 

RELAND 

C Beqgs c Rite b Nicholson . 

B McDonald run or. . 

-M Gneaiay C Drumm b Brown 
N Sqrore c HocWey b Ramd 

C O NeJ tow Broun.. 

C 0‘Loary c Lewis b Famel 
TS Dawson B Withers .. . 

G Leahy s: Rote b McLaucraan 

C a^Sngwn run od. 

T SKoytej. not Din 
A Spence rw can ... 

Extras ito 4. w 13. nb 3) ... 

Total (9wftta. Movers)- 

F4LL OP WICKETS I-1.2-25.3-25,4-25.5- 
57 6-59 7-67 8-70 9-71 
Bowfrq Withers e-2-14-1. Nrchotoon 7-4- 
13-1: firewr 9-5-12-2- Campbell 6-2-15-0: 
MeLrojSiin E-J-1S-1 Rarei 3-0-26 2 
HocWey 4-2-65 



Tour match 

. Sooth Africa Schools v 
England Under-19 . 

PORT ELIZABETH (England Under-IB won 
toss]- England Under-19 beat South Africa 
S&nok Of 47 nns 

ENGLAND UNDER-19 
G R Napier c M ran WVfcbR van Wj*... 1 

R W T Key c Lumb b Creed_0 

P J Ranks run out---41 

•O A Shah b Petersen..... B7 

G P Swam c Lumb b Ftoddph_40 

t N Rrotagan at M van Wyk b Bod . ... 24 

G R Hayarood c Myburgfi b Rudo^tfi-0 

JCPoneBcLumbbCreed.36 

C P Schofield c Limb b Bod.... 27 

R J Logan b Bod___2 

tNJVWonnotout-3 

Extras (b I. to 7.w16.nb3)... 27 

Total (50 own)-266 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-1. 2-7. 3 77. 4-167. 
5-170.6-171, 7-222. 6-247, 9349, 
BOIMJNG Creed 10-657-2; R wn Wyk 6 
0-44-1; Lurrto 60-360; Bod 7-0-42-3; 
Pelareen 100-39-1. Rudolph 9042-2. 

SOUTH AFTBCA SCHOOLS 

J Mydurgh kx* b Logan . ... ‘.. 12 

M Lumb runout.. 30 

J Kart b* b Pcwes. 58 

+M van Wy*. c Flanagan b Napier_60 

GEtonbNaper.. __ . 19 

*3 Ti/der b Naoer .. 9 

M Creed toe b Naprer .1 

J Rudolph c Sub b Powell „ . ...7 

R Poeraen b Poweft.... . g 

G Bod b Schofield .. 3 

R van W* nor oul-3 

Extras (to5 w4. nbl) . 10 

Total (44.5 own)_221 

FALL OF WICKETS. 1-27. 2-68, 3-132. 

4-181. 5-194. 6194 7-201, 8-213. 

9-216 

BOWUNG. Logan 4-1-28-1; Franks 30-22- 
0. Neper 10-1-43-4. Swarm 100-45-0; 
PoweS 9046-3. Schofield 8 5-1-32-1 
lAmpaes M GajJar and S Deerfc. 


EQUESTRIANISM 


OLYMPIA: International showjumping 
championships: Olympia Grand Prfic i. 
Ferdinand fH Wartog g . Geri OtaJfc. 
39 14SBE Z For Pleasure (L Madera Gar) 
0. 3948: 3 Radiator (R TebbeL Ger) 0, 
4014. 4. Virtual VSago fs Otto (G 
Bitogrcn, (to) 0. 41 09. 5. PS Promos (L 
Beeroaum. Ger) 0. 4136. Christmas 
Knock-Out 1. Virtual Wage Sottare 
JBrSrngtwi). 2. Baccara (R Hoerava. GB); 3 
Trjdo Jarwque fl. PhAppeors, Bel). 


T..- 


WOftEM¥ATCH!N& 


T.rrsr.J- . - 


Answers from page 29 
OCOTE 

(b) A resinous Mexican pine. Pinus monlesumae, or its wood. 
America Span rah from die Nahead ocott a torch. D. H- Lawrence, 
Plumed Serpent, 1926c "The boy sat apart watching the two ocote 
torches/ 1 

RAMBLA 

to A Spanish ravine, usually waterless (be dry bed of an ephemeral 
stream. The Spanish ad apt ati on of the Arabic ramla literally "sandy 
ground". “Before we reached this ramhla. coming around a series of 
sharp bends down a hillside to a lower leveL we were tempted by a 
combination of son. dost, and the fortuitous appearance of a 
wayside vents to ball the ColoncL" 

RUBIN ETTO 

to A tap. a faucet. The Italian word. D. H. Lawrence. Last Poems, 
I93(k “The half-tnddm private parts just a little brass tap. mbinetto. 
turned on for different purposes." 

QUEBRADA 

fa) A mountain stream in Sooth Ameria. Also a ravine. Spanish, the 
feminine of quehmdo, past par tirip te of quebrar to break. “Nett 
morning I rode ont on my mule, io take my last dip in the qoebrada 
of the Loscria. which was > rapid m a beautiful little rivulet, distent 
from Panama about three miles. - 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I... QxgS 2QxgS Rxh3* 3 Kg2 Rh2 checkmate. 


FOOTBALL 


SCHOOLS MATCHES: Premier League 
Trophy: Undar-IB: Durham 3 Cleveland 1. 
Under-IB; West YoikaNra 0 Merseyside Z 
Monday’s tote resufls 
FA CARUNG PRBMBtSW. Vftnbtodon 
0 Arsenal 0 (mrtch abandoned after 46mhi 
becaae o M Ioodlgrt tatois). 

RYMAN LEAGUE: Ful Members CUp: 
Second round: CisMiMlon 1 Aldershot 
T««i 0: Croydon 0 Whytafeate Z Dbq- 
enham and nb dbiidg e 3 Rcmtord g 
AVON MSURANCE COMBINATION: FM 
dvtaionc Nonrich 0 MhaD 1; Southampton 
D Charlton 0. Postponed: Charlton v 
Soutoampton. 

PONWS LEAGUE: Premier division: 
Liverpool 1 Sheffield Wednesday 0: Preston 
2 Birrrtnghem 0. Cup: Group Diw Post- 


ENDSLBGH INSURANCE MIDLAND 
CCHffitolADON: Plantar cBvMon: Poet- 
poned:GPT (Cawrtiy) v Coventry Sphinx. 
FAI HAFP LAGS) CUP. SemWnsd. sec¬ 
ond tog: 3 »ibo u ma 3 DisidaHt 0 
(Shattwsne wn 40 on agg) 

SPAMSH LEAGUE: Matoca 1 Satonanca 
a • 

PORTUGUESE LEAGUE: Boavtote 3 FC 
Porto 4. 

ARGB4RNE LEAGUE: Estudbrtes 3 
Daport i vo Espartol i. 

FIFA RANKINGS: 1. Brad 73 «5pls; Z 
Gemwiy 6541; 3, Czscti RepubfcE43Z 
4. Eng and SI 26: 5. Mexico 6020; 6, 
France bfl.36; 7. Romania 603& B, 
□enmarti 5S9& 9. KsN 59 59; 10. Colorrtoto 

5944; 11. spam 59.13. 1Z Russia 5635- 
13. Norway5B2a 14. Japan 5728: 15! 
Morocco 5787; 16, Chile 57 75; 17. 
Argndna 57.74; 18, Sweden 57.47; 19, 
Croatia Si 95; 20. Yugostmrta 56 90. 37, 
Scodand 5227; 47, Ireland 4797. 93 
Northern betond 33.89:102. wales 29.66. ’ 


London and South East: Fourth round: 
Varotem School 41 Htchln Brys School 8; 
Codes GS 35 Tonbridge School 11. South 
Waat F«i round: RGSH Wycombe 13 
Pangboume Con 7; Tiuo Sch 3 CoMons 
Dot 40. Ddy Mel under-18 Plate: North: 
TNtd round: BcBon School 47 WMehnm 
School 0; MMak! FGS OWMn Col 29: King 
Edward VI, Morpeth 57 Fficrrnond School 7. 
MMiandi; Second round: fttooetha p e 
Col 3 Northampton GS 79. Third round: 
Arnold HI 7 Hghfiatds School 22 London 
and South Ease Second round: GiJIdtard 
CS 12 Wadngton 2ft Soufli West Second 
■oust SI Katharine School 18 Si Johns 
Martooroogh 7. TNrd round: R Hutah Cal 
15 Itonum Cal 20: Ctoysnm School 10 
Fores! Sdxral 11. 


TENNIS 


Omrne Bowt Me 
wwt M ran Gamerdt 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL); Dternt 4 
Boston Z Morftart 3 Edmonton 3 (OT). 
Ottawa 4 tar Islanders 1; Tampa Bay 2 St 
Uwb 2 [OT); Lob Angeles 1 Chicago 0; 
Anahaon 5 Calgary 1. 


RUGBY UNION 


SCWOOIS MATOrtES: Dally Mafl under- 
IBOup: North: Fourth round: Lancaster 
29 s 22: Winal GS^20 Wrkham 

GS 20 MidtondK Fourth round: K 
town s.Bnrtngham 3 Ounde School 24. 


- BEACH:_ 

Under-lft Rret round: 

. 6-3: J J Roj 
1-0 ret A Pa 

---— k—— i) 6-1. 7-6: 

HejwtWd (Norl W P Jottoert (SA) 4^. 7- 
&Z B Veresa (Hr) M R StecJOoy (Can) 3 
MZawar(Ebyrt bt RMoore (U 
JJ, 7-G: T Dart fUs bi K Banmanso 
gtol 5-7 9-1, &£F SareBa (Br) bt 
Hanin (>38) 6-2,8-2; Z FWehman {US) tx 
Jmwwlcfrurt M,«, W; X Lmcan (I 
bt N Gordon iJam) 6-3. 6 - 2 . T Masor 
tt A Barogan (Mex) 6-4.6-1; BPh 
bl L Chramo6ta (CS) 6-1. 6-2: 

0:J Haatarel (FrJ« S Aldreto (Ger) 7-6,6 
g.L Zbs4m (Cro) 62 7-5. 
gQffwt w T Perron [tisj 64. 63, 
M BetaW (Ret.) 6-1.2-0 r 
JCh afai ytor) btTZivrtcaK (Ger) 66. 4 
^SVtert^lAr^btMfeoajeOlDB 
0-2. 60. Undar-lft Fret round: K Pie: 


I « r. wwaw n=n 7-5. 7 

^W M Pasarowj £Cz) 6 
61: C Farnandm (Arojbrv VutetK m«) 
L O’ 4 - 6 - 1 : T POutcha k (Bala) rt 
T Ptorak lSlow 

n N QJurn (Skmrta) 62 61- n 
JPro)bt P Garda (So) 2-6 63 6V 
Ojaera (Bel) bt L Frez (Gal) 61 64 - 
§y^ 3 ° va P 1J ssi t»G Lasrra (US) 61 63 
Srtrara (Sovakto) bt P Pateida {Made 

Artlnyan ‘ 


SNOW REPORTS 


Depth 
, (cm) 
L u 


Conditions Runs to 
P * sla Oflfo resort 


ANDORRA 

Sokteu 

AUSTRIA 

KiztDubel 

Obergwgl 

SOU 

FRANCE 

AJpedHue^ 

Avonaz 

Rane 

Ltenber 


35 


80 

5 snow) . 

,,4 f 1 


«« 15 35 _____ - — riiu opt 

(Conmonsq^poor --^ 


ITALY 

CarvWa 


30 ■ 200 




SWTT7ERLAND 
Saas Fee 45 icn 
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Smith graduates 
from Oxford to 
reinforce Albion 

By Richard Hobson and Russell Kempson 


WEST Bromwich Albion yes¬ 
terday appointed Denis Smith 
as their new'-manager. Smith 
impressed the club's board of 
directors when he was inter-, 
viewed for the vacant position 
on .Monday and Albion were 
quick to agree a compensation 
payment with Oxford United, 
the dub that Smith has man¬ 
aged since 1993. 

Although Albion, fourth in 
the Nationwide League first 
division, said that money will 
be available for transfers, they 
were impressed with the way 
Smith took Oxford into the 
first division two seasons a£o, 
and has avoided relegation 
since, on a tight budget. Smith 
effectively put all of his players 
up for sale recently because of 
the parlous financial situation 
at Oxford. 

Tony Hale, the Albion 


chairman, wanted to delay 
making a choice until the new 
year, but a run of four defeats 
m the past five matches has 
prompted a swifter decision. 
Those results also under¬ 
mined the prospects of John 
Trewick, the coach, who had 
applied for the job. 

Hale had originally target¬ 
ed Joe Hoyle, who led Oldham 
Athletic into the top flight in 
1991. However, after applying 
for the post. Rqyle subsequent¬ 
ly pulled out to pursue the 
chance to manage Northern 
Ireland. 

Wim Van Hanegem, one of 
the leading lights in the gifted 
Holland side of the 1970s and 
presently the coach of AZ 
Alkmaar. was considered too 
big a gamble with Albion well 
placed to challenge for promo¬ 
tion. 


Aberdeen put majority 
of squad up for sale 


By Kevtn McCarra 


THE entire Aberdeen squad, 
bar two players, has been put 
up for sale. Alex Miller, the 
new manager, would proba¬ 
bly be eager to retain only Jim 
Leighton, the Scotland goal¬ 
keeper, - and Derek Whyte, 
who has just arrived in a 
£200,000 -transfer from 
Middlesbrough. 

Miller has invited offers. “If 
anybody out there wants to 
give me a phone, they can 
do," he said. Miller replaced 
Roy Aitken last month and, 
although Aberdeen have not 
won any of his four games in 
charge, candour is serving as 
a substitute for points. “We've 
heard more common sense 
from the manager in die past 
four weeks than we've heard 
from the dub in the past four 
years," one shareholder said 
at the annual meeting on 
Monday. 

A realistic outlook, though, 
will scarcely, be enough to 
restore the dub to health. 
Aberdeen are at the foot of The 
Bell’s Scottish League pre¬ 
mier division and debts of 


around £Z5 million limit 
Miller's room for manoeuvre. 

Over the past few years. 
Aberdeen have spent increas¬ 
ing sums on a team of dimin¬ 
ishing effectiveness. The poor 
form of wdkpaid players has 
also disrupted plans for a 
share issue, once predicted to 
raise as much as £10 million, 
but Aberdeen will now pro¬ 
ceed with caution. The first 
phase of a two-stage deal 
should go ahead in the spring 
and is already dose to being 
fully subscribed. 

Some of the cash must be 
placed in * die manager’s 
hands. Although relegation 
may be unthinkable, practical 
steps are needed tf It is to be 
avoided. Miller’s announce¬ 
ment of a readiness to sell 
virtually aO the players is. in 
essence, a symbolic gesture, (t 
signals a willingness to be 
ruthless, but in fact other 
dubs will take little interest in 
players on handsome con¬ 
tracts who have taken 
Aberdeen into so drastic a 
position. ’ 


Ray Harford became the 
dub’s eighth manager since 
1987 when he was appointed 
last February, bur left for 
Queens Park Rangers in acri¬ 
monious circumstances earli¬ 
er this month. 

Coventry City yesterday 
completed the signing of 
Viorel Moldovan, the Roma¬ 
nia striker, for E4 million from 
Grasshopper of Zurich. He 
has agreed a Ah -year contract, 
but is not expected to arrive at 
Highfield Road until the new 
year. Moldovan. 25. led the 
scoring in group eight of the 
World Cup qualifying series 
with seven goals and will pose 
a threat to England when the 
countries meat in group G of 
the World Cup finals in Tou¬ 
louse on June 22. 

Tony Adams, the Arsenal 
captain, wifi not play again 
until the end of Januaiy 
because of a back injury. If he 
takes longer to recover than 
expected, he could miss En¬ 
gland’s World Cup warm-up 
match against Chile at Wem¬ 
bley on February 11. ■ 

Arsine Wenger, the Arsenal 
manager, said: "He’s been to 
see a special 1st about it and 
hell need to have the right 
amount of rest. He’ll not be 
able to train for at least two 
weeks." 

Gary Speed, the captain of 
Everton. is doubtful for the FA 
Carling Premiership match 
against Manchester United at 
Old Trafford on Boxing Day 
after damaging an ankle in 
training. 

“Gary has handled these 
past few weeks very well," 
Howard Kendall, the Everton 
manager, said. “The pressure 
has been on him and the other 
lads but they've battled so 
hard in difficult circum¬ 
stances. His injury is a prob¬ 
lem I could do without" 

Norwich City have turned 
down an offer of £1 million 
from Crystal Palace for Craig 
Bellamy. 18. the Wales Under- 
21 midfield player. 

Jason Bowen, the Wales and 
Birmingham City midfield 
player, has joined Reading for 
a fee of £200,000. Bowen, 25. 
has played for Southampton 
on loan this season. 


Hard Nock learns knack of winning 



HUGHflOUTimGE 


M y mind was filled 
with some erabbily 
alliterative precon¬ 
ceptions of the National Hunt 
set (big bottoms, buck teeth, 
braying accents) as I reached 
Stow-on-the-Wold and the 
first steaming piles of horse- 
droppings. It seemed an effort 
to step around such prejudice 
as I pulled up in the damp fog 
to meet Susan Node, the 
trainer. 

An unexpected pleasure 
then, that the driving force 
behind Senor El Betrutti, 
perhaps the season's most 
improved horse, turned out to 
be such an engaging thor¬ 
oughbred in the finest Eng¬ 
lish tradition. Modest, 
humorous and quietly 
courageous. 

Node. 53. should be prepar¬ 
ing her dght-y ear-old grey, 
owned by her husband, Ge¬ 
rard. for the King George VI 
Chase at Kempton Park on 
Boxing Day. It is no secret 
that the soggy weather might 
scupper their chances — he 
hates soft ground — but a 
crushing personal blow has 
made it even more difficult for 
Nock to focus on what should 
be her most exciting sporting 
challenge. 

A few hours after our 
meeting. Nock's mother died 
in the Cirencester hospital 
where she had been battling 
against acute osteoporosis. 
Node and her two sisters had 
been sharing the bedside vigil 
for several days. “She slipped 
away late in the night as 1 
held her hand. I was relieved 
it was so peaceful," she said. 
"The family will come togeth¬ 
er for Christmas, but it will be 
a difficult rime." 

Seasonal goodwill has been 
flooding in. to their Glouces¬ 



Nock, left, has high hopes for her grey, Senor El Betrutti, at Kempton on Boxing Day 


tershire farmhouse since Se¬ 
nor El Betrutti trounced the 
more favoured runners in the 
Tripleprint Gold Cup 11 days 
ago. A month earlier he had 
galloped off with the Mur¬ 
phy’s Gold Cup at an un¬ 
fancied 33-1. One happy 
punter, who wrote to say that 
he had bought all his Christ¬ 
mas presents out of his 
winnings, sent Nock £5 to buy 
the horse a gift. She speaks 


with enormous warmth about 
such letters, though personal 
grief has dulled the sparkle of 
her outstanding achievement 
Racegoers who backed the 
grey for his second big win of 
the season might have put it 
down to faultless preparation. 
Not' so, admits Nock. "I was 
getting him ready on the 
morning of the race, fiddling 
around in the stable," she 
said. "He pushed the door 


open, found there was no one 
around and went straight 
through the yard and up the 
track towards the gallops. I 
had visions of having to turn 
up at Cheltenham to tell the 
stewards that we didn’t have 
a horse to run. You have to 
give a reason and. obviously. 
I wouldn’t have had a vet's 
certificate. I'd be forced to 
admit he’d escaped. Fortu¬ 
nately. he stopped to chat to 


the ponies on the way and 
they kept him occupied while 
I came up huffing and puffing 
behind him." 

Nock’s image is that of a 
bossy, scatter-brained ama¬ 
teur. Her friend and fellow 
trainer, Nigel Twjston- 
Davies, nicknamed her Hya¬ 
cinth Bucket, after the charac¬ 
ter in Keeping Up Appear¬ 
ances. It is largely tongue-in- 
dheek. but Nock is happy to 
play the part. "People have 
really latched on to that," she 
said with a laugh. "Some say 
it’s very apt because I am 
bossy. I do spend a lot of time 
reminding the trainers about 
their general behaviour, but 
it's a" tough life, so the 
language gets tough, too." 

She has only been a trainer 
for two years and employs 
one method that would not he 
universally popular. "The 
only thing'we do differently is 
that all our horses go hunt¬ 
ing." she said. “It gets them 
finer and they learn to look 
after themselves. It has cer¬ 
tainly unproved the grey 


‘I am bossy and 
spend a lot of 
time reminding 
trainers about 
their behaviour’ 


horse. He used to be a bit of a 
wimp, but he’s a lot tougher 
now." 

Trainers usually claim that 
the toughest part is working 
for demanding owners. It is 
one reason why Nock has no 
intention of expanding. “We 
do it for fun here." she said. “I 
have one owner and he's quite 
difficult 1 have to live with 
him as well and I just can't 
imagine having to take on any 
more horses or owners. As it 
is my husband who is the 
owner, I’m the trainer and the 
children are the slaves. 

“We were all there at Chel¬ 
tenham, in the winner's enclo¬ 
sure. causing chaos. It doesn't 
happen often, so we enjoyed it 
and made the most of iL" 

As I squelched back across 
the yard. I had to acknowl¬ 
edge that Susan Nock had 
changed some of my ideas 
about racing. We had forged a 
bond where I had not expect¬ 
ed one. It was refreshing to 
meet her. no matter how 
many horses lift their tails on 
the road ahead. 


Test your knowledge with the Jumbo Sports Crossword 



THE TIMES presents the tradi¬ 
tional festive challenge of the 
Jumbo Sports Crossword to test 
your knowledge over the holiday 
period — with a methusdah of 
MoSt & Chandon champagne 
going to the winner and copies of 
the sports book of the year for the 
six runners-up. 

The sender of the first correct 
entry drawn wiD receive cham¬ 
pagne to the value of £250 while A 
Lot Of Hard Yakka, by Simon 
Hughes, goes to the next six 
correct entries. A Lot Of Hard 



CHAMPAGNE 


.MOET& CHANDON 

EPEUMr^'FMNCE 


Yakka, an amusing and refresh¬ 
ingly honest diary of Hughes’s 15 
years as a county cricketer, won 
the W illiam Hill sports book of 
the year award for 1997. It is 
published by Headline at £16.99. 


Send your completed cross¬ 
word with your name, address 
and daytime telephone number 
to: 

Jumbo Sports Crossword 
Sports Department, 

The Times, 

1 Pennington Street, 

London El 9XN 

to arrive by Friday January 9, 
1998. The solution and winners 
will be published on Wednesday. 
January 14. The sports editor's 
decision is Gnal . Usual rules 
apply. No correspondence. 



ACROSS 

1 Send - freed footballers to 
tackle rhe job (9) 

6 Very able goalkeeper (6) 

9 Burning bright in William 
Blake’S forest? (525) 

14 Southpaw, for instance (10) 

15 See the screen from the middle 

P) - 

16 Second man to break the four- 
minuie mile (5) 

17 Paul, ex-England. Yorkshire 
and Essex wicketkeeper (4) 

21 Lifts the ball on court (4) 

22 Colin Cowdrey's nickname in 
his pre-skipper smoking days! 
( 6 ) 

23 Child’s play from this Lord's 
aid? (7) 

24 Billy, who captained and 
managed West Ham (5) 

26 Go forth and fight for 
GimnettfS) 

27 H61e v in for a 197S Dutch 
World Cup star (7) 

29 Cabinet collections (8) 

32 Colour of the prize for an 
environmentally friendly 
WBC champion? (5.4) 

M What the board director may 
do for sport (4) 

*5 Span of sporting activity (6) 

36 Where Juventus are at home 

0 

38 Walker Lynam! (3) 

39 He has had 375 and 501 
alongside his name (4) 

40 They have enjoyed a shower 
tf rugby honours (4) 

41 A hands on art (6) 

42 Polish rop scorer in the 1974 
World Cup finals (4) 

44 Yoq can find golfers and 
racehorses on it (6) 

45 Smart shop at London Road? 

•W 

4* Appealing place! (3) 

4S Underwood or Greig. ft* 
instance (41 


49 It could be Chris or his 
brother Alan (3) 

53 Make the effort to cross the 
line (3) 

54 It often comes with the pain of 
defeat (4) 

56 Number of goals once put into 
the net by Joe Payne (3) 

57 Cup encounters (4) 

58 Promoter who has burrowed 
into boxing (6) 

62 It often seems long for the 
England cricket team (4) 

63 Chris Boardman does it faster 
than most (6) 

65 Level game (4.5) 

66 There and back, a beefy 
Grand National winner! (31 

68 Grizzly North London defend¬ 
er? (5) 

69 American football transfer 
transactions (6) 

TO Ferric, a South African break 
builder (4) 

72 Sporting deliveries (6) 

75 19 for 90 was his record return 

(3S) - 

76 Let the punch or the grey¬ 
hound go (ft 

78 Set the same time (5) 



Six runners-up win 
A Lot Of Hard Yakka 


81 Bridge of cricket (5) 

82 Dan held the ball for a change 
P) 

84 Where you will be if 
cricketing in The Parks (6) 

85 Roaring connection between 
Vienna and Lofty (4) 

87 Berkovic of West Ham, not 
Yale (4) 

88 Improve with the RAC? {5) 

89 It described Fred Trueman in 
the heat of battle (51 

90 Rocky Marciano was this 
from the first bell (10) 

91 He really counts in boxing (10) 

92 They figure in the rugby 
calendar (6) 

93 An Olympic silver medallist 
with Neil Broad 13ft) 

DOWN 

1 Johnny Wont Hit Today! (7) 

2 They get a kick out of sport (11) 

3 Fbr anglers or cricketers (4) 

4 Matthew Fleming, for exam¬ 
ple. is an Old one fft 

5 It can be gradually deflating 
for the GP driver (4E) 

7 Far East Games (5) 

8 Eat north for the captain (8) 

10 World Cup winners for the 
first time in 1934 (5) 

11 Athletic and steady cueman 
Down Under (5.8) 

12 Club found in the east (6) 

13 Was he once the fastest man 
about the House? 19.3) 

18 Trains the Oilers? (6) 

19 Position in which Ray Wilson 
was supreme (4,4) 

20 Protests at the racetrack (7) 

25 Place for horses, ropes and 

bars (9) 

28 Did he have a large bile of 
glory with Leeds? (6,6) 

30 Cricket tempo (4.4) 

31 AJi slopped him in three 


rounds in the capital (5.6) 

32 John, a right back capped by 
England when with Villa (6) 

33 William Webb, of the historic 
hands (5) 

37 Causes slight damage dose to 
the green? (5^.4) 

43 Stop for the upright (4) 

44 COnnor. who may not need a 
sweater when bowling fbr 
Hants (8) 

47 Mile for elite but sleepy 
runners? p) 

50 England flanker who sounds 
better suited to the three- 
quarters (4.4) 

51 Handled fool? (9) 

52 Leap to one of the fastest of all 
games (6) 

55 A team that makes an ex¬ 
hibition of itself? (7.6) 

59 Remains to be seen at the 
cricket HQ (5) 

60 likely first punch from a 
boxer (8.4) 

61 A referee will often intervene 
to do this (4 J5) 

64 What the driver is doing at the 

wheel (8) 

67 Takes passing interest in 
helping to create a goal (7) 

71 Just the ticket fbr regular 
supporters (6) 

73 Some people think it's aJi 
over. It is now! (4.4) 

74 I slip mug for this old noble 
art(8) 

77 Sam. who handled with care 
at TTte Valley (ft 

79 A long, perhaps light jaw that 
can turn to glass in the ring (7) 

80 Stay composed m still yacht¬ 
ing conditions (6) 

82 Finish the hole all square (5) 

83 He is known as Juke Box in 
Scotland (5) 

86 Wimbledon's first black 
men's champion (4) 



COMPILED BY NORMAN GILLER 

NAME:. 

ADDRESS:. 


DAYTIME TELEPHONE: 
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FSt 924-94*; LW: 198 KHz; MW: 720 kHz _ _. __ c -_ 

5*6— (LW) Shipping Fane** 6*0 News ^eSr^WFam*^n^i&2S 

FYaver ter tte Day 6te Today 8*5Tte Nations Favourite Poerns 058 Wealher 

9*0 News 9*5 Midweek with the TxneecolumnetUbby Putves 
10*0 (FM) Nam; The Garden p/4) 

10*0 (LW) News; Deity Seneca 

10.15 (LW) On this Day wnh Geoffrey Wheeler 

1030 Woman’s Hour Introduced by Jem Murra y 

11*0 The Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens, dramatised by Martyn Read ( 1 / 6 ) 
12.00 News; You and Yours with John Waite 
1225pm BeRyfenon (G/fS) 1255 Weather 
1 *0 The World at One vrth James Co* 

1*0 The Archers {r| 1*5 Shipping Forecast 

2*0 News; Bethlehem by Bernard Walker, adapted tor radio by MetvBeJanes 
3*0 Festival of Mne Lessons and Carols From Wng’s Collage, Cambridge 


T >KtTtTT^Ii i i n»i7v~i>-i:^r> 


aflhe Norway spruce 

5*0 PM 5*0 Sfflppmg Foreeaa 5*5 Weather 
6.00 Stx O’clock News 6*0 Wfldbrafn (r) 

7.00 News 7*5 The Archers 

7*0 Arthur Smflfa Live at Leicester Forest East Service StaSon Arthur Smith 
plays host to tranters and Wends as they pass thitxigh the service station, with 
Benedict Aten and DiBe Keane (r) 

9*0 The Pickwick Papers (1/6) (r) 

10*0 The World Tonight Special Debate A topical debate 
10l45 Book at Bedtime: Playback by Raymond Chendler (3/10) (r) 

11*0 The Cheese Shop Presents... The Brandy Butter Factor A festive 
selection of aanedy sketches 

11*0 M ldWght Mass The Href comm u n i on of Christmas horn the MetropoCtan 
Cathedral. Liverpool 

12*0 News 12*Oam The Late Book: Christmastime at the End of the Road by 

Tom Bodett (315) 

12*8 Shipping Forecast 1*0 As World Service 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


MW: 693,909 kHz 

6*0am The Breakfast Programme 9*0 Gary Robertson 12*0 Mdday with Mair 
2 . 00 pm Ruscoe an Five 4*0 Nationwide 7*0 News Extra 7*0 Muscular Rose M 
8*0 Football Forum From Hearts Football Club. EdWbugh 10*0 Brief Lives *97 
11*0 News Extra 11*0 Talas ot the Turf (r) 12*0 Alter Hoira 2*0am Up Al Night 
5*0 Food kx Thought (i) 


WORLD SERVICE 


MW: 648 kHz; LW: 198 kHz. Al tones In GMT. 

6*0am Newsday 6*0 Europe Today 7.00 News 7.15 Ott the Shaft- The Gift of the 
Magi 7*0 Meridian Live 8*0 News 8.10 Pause lor Thought 8.15 Westway 8*0 
Everywoman 9*0 News: News in-German (646 only) 9*5 Business 9.15 The 
Farming World 9*0 Science Fie 9*5 Sport 10*0 Newsdesk 10*0 One Planet 
11*0 Newsdesk 11*0 Sports International 12*0 News 12*5ptn Business 12.15 
Bntam Today 12*0 Wevegtlde 12*5 Sport 1 *0 Newshour 2*0 News 2*5 Outfook 
2*0 Megamx 3*0 News 3*2 A Festival of Nne Lessons and Carols 4*0 The Worid 
Today, News si German (648 only) 4*5 Britain Today 5*0 Omnftus 5*0 Business 
5*5 Sport 6*0 Newsdesk 6*0 Tha Works 7*0 News 7*1 Outlook 7*5 Pause lor 
Thou^tt 7*0 MJWrack X-Press 8*0 Newshour 9*0 News 9*6 Busiiess 215 
Brnaio Today 9*0 On Screen 10*0 Newsdesk 1030 A Festival oi Mne Lessons and 
Carols 12*0 Newsdesk 12 * 0 am From Ojt Own Correspondent 12*5 BrSan Today 
1*0 Newsdesk 1*0 Omnibus 2*0 Newsday 230 Merkian Books 3*0 News 3.05 
Business 215 The Sporting Year A Personal View 3*0 Jouney to the Centre ot tha 
Atom 3*5 Children In Conversation 4*0 Newsdodc 4*0 Europe Today 4*5 Off the 
Shaft- The Gm of fha Magi 5*0 Newsday 5*0 Outlook 5*5 Music Brief 


CLASSIC FM 


FM: 100-102 MHz 

6 * 0 ain Alan Mann 9*0 Henry Kaffy l*opm Christmas Eve UnMime Requests 
2*0 Concerto Bach (Concerto in D mew tor two vtoftns) 3*0 Carols horn 
Cantertxsy The Archbishop of Canterbury introduces a tradrtionrf service of carols 
and reatfings 4*0 Jamie Crick 8*0 Newsiight 7*0 Smooth Classics 8*0 Evening 
Concert. WakHeufel (Las Pabneura): Prokofieir (Winter BonBre): Svindov (The 
Snwvstotm). Leopold Mccarr (Divertimento *i F. Sleigh Ftete) 10*0 Mchael Mapping 
Christmas Carols 2 * 0 am Concerto (r) 3*0 Mark Gritfiths 


VIRGIN 


FM: 105* HMc; MW: 1197,1215 kHz 

5*0— Jeremy dark 7*0 Ons Evans 10*0 (FM) Robh Barfs (MW) Graham 
Dene 1 *0pm (FM) Nick Abbot (MW) ffcky Home 4*0 Mark Forrest7*0 (FM) PaU 
Coyta (MW) Cauntn Jones 10*0 Lynn Parsons 2 * 0 em Richard Porter 


TALK RADIO 


MW: 10521089 kHz 

fi* 0 em Paul Rose and Cart McGtffin 200 Peter Deetey 12*0 Loname Kdty Speed 
4*0pm Tommy Boyd 7*0 Anna Rarfwm 9*0 Stove HamSon 1*0em Mark Smith 


7J*0 am News (T) Regional 
News; Weather (2468927) 

7.10 TeMubbfes (2007453) 

7*5 Model MSIIe (3447386) 7*0 
The Busy World of Richard 
Scarry (6874873) 8.15 Yakky Duck 
{9731415} 8*5 Santa Ctaus is 
Coming to Town (6804827) 9*5 
Jomy Quest (1897453] 9*0 
Sweet Valley High (9983S40) 9*5 
Teletubbtes (1399279) 

10*0 News (T) Regional 
News and weather 
(8857057) 

10*0 The Never-Endtog Story 
P WH (1964) Fantasy adventure 
Bilal directed by Wolfgang 
Petersen (T) (97989) 

12.00 Joy to the World from the 
Afoert Hall (69540) 

1*0 pm News (T) Region a l 
News; Weather (50105724)' 
1.15 Neighbours (I) (73240502) 
1.35 Problem ChBd (1990) with 

m John Ritter. A couple 
discover that their newly 
adopted son is 
uncontrollable. Drected by 
Dennis Dugan (T) 

(8882366) 

2*0 Raider* of the Lost Arte 
D9|R 0981) Epic, Oscar-winning 
BilSfll Steven Spielberg adventure, 
with Harrison Fbrd as the • 
. swashbuckling 
ochaeologisL WRh Karen 
ABen (T) (36880502) 

4*5 Blue Peter (T} (2686537) 
5*5 Neighbours (r) (T) 

(6948434) 

5*0 Top of the Pops Special: 
Spice Glris The Spice Girts 
on Top ol the Pops (T) (502) 
6*0 News (T) and weather 
(271298) 

6.15 Regional N ew s (269453) 
6*0 Celebrity Ready, Steady, 
Cook Hale & Pace (T) 

(845) 

7.00 All the Best for Christmas 
Ronnie Corbett introduces 
c&ps from classic comedy 
shows including Steptoe 
and Son. Porridge, and 
Bottom (F) (174095) 

7*3 Perfect Day for Christmas 
The BBC’s chart-topping 
promotional video (751142) 
7*5 Hump back Whale: A 

WHdBfe Special Revelatory 
film of humpback whales, 
whose song is actually a 
weapon (T) (807347) 

8j 40 The National Lottery 
Draw (T) (219298) 

9.00 The Naked Gun 331/3: 

m The Final insuft (1994) 
Leslie Nielsen reprises his 
role as police detective 
Frank Drebfo. Directed by 
Peter Segal (I) (1237328) 
10.14 National Lottery Update 
(442163) 

10.15 Harry EnflekTs Christmas 
Chums with Paul 
Whitehouse (I) (962540) 
10*5 News (T) Regional News 
and weather (108279) 

11.15 Christmas Midnight Maas 
from Salisbury Cathedral 
(193328) 

12*5 am Please Ski (1971) 

H Comedy with Join AJderton 
as a put-upen teacher. 

With Deryck Guyter and 
NoeiHowletL Directed by 
Mark Stuart (319038) 

2.10 Wmdher (6102057) 

2.15 B8C News 24 


7*0 anThe PHTSMrer* 

Show (b/w) (i) (2CB1415) 
7*5 A Mght at the Opera 

m (1935. b/i^ Max Brokers 
comedy, drected by San 
Wbod (T) (2792892) 

8*5 Fooffight Pancht (1933. 

m Ww) Musical sat at tha and 
of the s3ent era. with James 
Cagney, Joan Bfondefl, Dick 
Powell and Guy KSabee (T) 
(33082873) 

1Q*S Easy to Love (1953) 

m Musical comedy with Esther 
WiDams, Van Johnson, 

Tony Martin and CarroB 
Baker. Directed by Charles 
Watters (72400188) 

12.10 pm In Between Exploring 
' Vie wok of the British 
choreographer Shobana 
. Jayaangh (8744417) 

1*0 Desby Ridas Again (1939, 
quhi b^w) James Stewart stare in 
Bilal this classic comedy 
western. Directed by 
George Marshall (T) (13521) 
2*0 Reach for the Sky (1956, 
ejusn b^i) Classic biopte about 
BlUlil Doutfas Bader played by 
Kenneth Moore. Directed 
by Lewis GSaert (25226298) 
4A5 Everything to Play For 
Documentary series on the 
. conductorMok 
Wiggleswxth (1/B) 

(724958) 

5.15 Carols from King’s The 
Rev Dr George Pattison 
leads the tradtionai 
Christmas service from the 
chapel of King's College. 
Cambridge (Tj (310S095) 
6*0 The HrstSOent Night The 
story behind the carol Sfanf 
NigW(637) 

7*0 Flahaorid Animated • 
comedyby the Oscar- 
winning British cSrector 
Daniel Greaves, following 
the adventures of Geoff the 
cat, a fish cafled Chips and 
their accident-prone owner 
Matt Phlatt (T) (2328) 

7*0 Christmas Open Rhodes. . 
'Rhodes heads to Grenada 
to prepare e selection of 
seasonal efishes (r) (T) (521) 
8*0 Two Fat LacBes Jennifer 
Paterson and Clarissa 
Dickson Wright prepare a 
meaf for the Winchester 
Cathedral choirboys (T) 
(1076) 

8*0 Third Rock from the Sun 
The Salomons celebrate 
Christmas (T) (3811) 

9*0 Toy Stories Stephen 
Wate r's nostalgic and 
affectionate look at 
children's toys (547569) 

9*0 Sykes Classic comedy, 
wtth Eric Sykes and Hattie 
Jacques (r) (866434) 

10*0 Arenac The Banana 

Celebrities pay homage to 
the banana (T) (590347) 

11 *0 The Haunting of Hatan 
pram Walker (1995) with Valerie 
BttSlI BertineUi and Diana Rigg. A 
woman confronts evil forces 
while caring tor two 
mysterious children, 

Directed by Tom 
McLoughfln (T) (947076) 
12*0 am Cambrel of Souls 

m (1962. tVw) Git super¬ 
natural honor, directed by . 
and starring Heik Harvey (7) 
(1972748) 

2.10 Wasther (8902039) 
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6*0 am GMTV (2383540) 

92S Treasure Seekers (3/4) 
(1893637) 9*5 Percy the Park *- * 
Keeper (9993927) 10*5 The 
Forgotten Toys (rj (7046057) 

1050 News (T); wether 
(8402415) 10*5 Regional 
News; weather (8401786). . 

11*0 To Gr an dmothers House 

m WaGo (1992) Five-year-old 
Mn sisters are kidnapped 
by inept crooks. Directed by 
Jeff FrankBn(T) (23579892) 
12*0 pm News (T) and weather 
(15840076) - 

12*0 Regional News and 
weather (15839960) 

1*0 Bugs Brainy (50109540) 
1.10 Movie Magic: Wild Holly¬ 
wood How Hollywood has . 
used entmals in fOms 
(9075144) 

2.06 Close Encounters of the 

m Third Kind (1977) Steven 
Spielberg's sci-fi classic 
starring Richard Dreytoss 
as a man who encounters a 
UFO and embarks on an .' 
obsessive quest to make ' 
sense of hb experience (T) 
(50282873) • 

4*0 The Borrowers In the 
Making A look behind the 
scenes (2228989). 

4*5 Regional Weather 
(9914569) 

5*0 Regional News (9618) 

5*0 News fT): weather (833279) 
&45 Look Who's Talking Now 
oasa (1993) John Travolta and 
BllttlKirstie Alley star. Jhe 

Ubriacco family acquires a 
mongrel puppy and a 
pampered poodle. 

. Featuring the voioes of" 
Danny DeVito and Diane 
Keeton. Directed by Tom 
RopetewsW (T) (40878434) 
7*0 E mmer d al e The vfBagers 
search for James (T) (347) 
8*0 Dos O'Connor Tonight 
The guests are.Torvill and . 
Dean. Nick Berry and Todd 
Carty, Vanessa-Mae-Hany * 
HU and Jethro (3927) - - 

9.00 Black Vefvst Band Drama 
Mowing the adventures of •• 
a gang of fugitives in South 
Africa. With Nick Berry, 

Todd Carty and Ctvfs • 
McHaflem (T) (3786) 

11*0 News (T) Lotted result and 
weather (286057) 

11.15 Christens Glory: A 

Celebration fa Wonts and 
- Music from St PauTs The 
Prinoe of Wales Introduces 
a celebration of Christmas. 
With KiriTe Kanawa. Harry 
Seoombe, Richard Griffiths, 
Patricia Routiedge and 
Kevin Whatefy (754892). 
12.15am Rising Damp (1979) 

n starring Leonanl Rosskar. 

A movte spin-off of the 
popular series. Directed by 
Joe McGrath (821038) 

2.05 Instant Replay *97 A took 
back at the last 12 months 
- in pop music (5188632} 

3*5 The Chart Show (r) 
(1327019) 

4*0 Funny Business (96125) 
4*0 Carnival of the Animals (r) 

(95564) 

5.00 The Making of Hercules 

(r) (71496) 

5*0 Talesptn (6129309) ' 

5*5 News (6122496) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 

4*0pm 24 Hour*T618) 

5.00-5*0 Central News 

(9618) : ’ 

11.14-11.15 Weather 
{741569} •" 

12.15am RhK Mfan Rose 
White (821038) 

3*5 FHac Henry VBI and 
18s Stx Wives (1972) . 

starting Keith Mtchefl, 
Donald Pteasanca and 
Charkrtte RampBng, 
cBrectad by Wais Hussein 
(84644670) 

5*0 Taleapbi (868558^ 


As HTV West except . 
4*0pmLau$^iwttb the Carry 
Ona(818) 

5*0-5*0 Westoountry Uvs 

(9618) 

12.15am FBnc Ifisa Rose White 

(821038) 


AsHTVWeetexcept:. 
4*0pn>-5*0 Merldleh Tonight 

(84796) 


As HTV West except: 

12*9 AngDsAbr Watch 

(15858095) 

4*0 The Making of Men in 
Black (618). 

5*0 AngBa News (9618) 


Starts: 500am Dumb aid 
Dumber (4830057) 

6.10 OvMe (4415415) 

6*5 MndaBna (6148786) 

7*0 Tha Babysitters’ Chib • 
(9154618) - - ^ 

"7*5 TWO Stupid Dogs ’ 
(8452182) .. ' 

' 8*0 The ^ Breakfast 0541 82) 
10.00 Rkn: The GreM Race 

• (51544601) • . 

12*5pm Thi Ptek PanHwr 
(46745231) 

1.00 SkW MaHhrin (80618) 

1*0 Frances BtsseTs West 
. Country Christmas. 

(49786) 

2*0 FHnn Tbs Robe (247705) 

. 4*0 Nigel Stater’s Real 

Christines Umar (960) 
5.00 5 Pump (9891960) 

5.20 Anturteethau JM Me 
(9811724J 

5*0 Crefyddau’r Byd Wecfl Eu 

1 | >n T m n ~ IT! ran art 
4 ■aiullMllJUiD. Djnju 

Mohammed (811057) 

6*0 Newytlcflon (889366) 

6*5 Harm (164298) 

7*0 Gwyt y Baben (516057) 
7*5 Rym (487618) 

8*5 Newyddion (8315®) 

9.00 Smctws (7231) 

9*0 Urvtgettabte (80279) 

10*0 Brookslde (21750^ 

10*5 The Lest Resort RevWted 
(902328) 

11*0 Eurotrash (327873) 
11*5Babyfe>n5(614811) 
12*0am FBnc Only You 

(307293) 



CHANNEL 4 


6.10 am Ovlde (4415415) . 
-. ^Madeline (0(614878^ 

- "7*0TheBai^8fttera‘ 

Club (i)-(fil347)7*0 Two 
. Stupid Dogs (r) (93182) .. .. 
8*0The Big Breakfast ' 
(84182) 

10*0 Zlg aod Zap’s Big _ 

-. Morning (8879279)' HkOI 
Smudge (74569) 10*0 , 

Dennis (r) (5529076) 

1045 Toro md JenyiThe ' 

m Movie Feature-fength 

animation (1992) (447250) 

12.15 pm 

(5500095) 

1*0 Frances Beaefl’s West. 
Counhy Christmas 

Mincemeat'^with a difference 
(3/3) (T) (34482778) 

T*0 Bible (1995) with Susan . 
etm Lucd. A modemday 
Bfiau version of Dktens's A 

Christmas Carof. A tough 
businesswoman loses sight 
of the Important things in 
• . life Directed by GecSpge -. 

KaczBnder (88900279) 

3*0 AB Creaturea Great and 
Smafl (1974) wflh-Smdn 


Basedonlhenow*of 
James Hesriott. Directed t^r - 
.. daudeWhalharn (903076) 
5.15 The Snowma n Raymond ’’ 
; Briggs’s anima t io n (679809) 
5*5 Andre (1994) wfthKeith' * 
emm Carracftie. An animal loving . 
BlUfl tarrtiy take cafe of an.. 

ophao -eeaL Directed by . • 
George MSer (T) -.vl" 

■..'<40676078).... ... 

7*0 The Reel Nettvffy Show • 
. Sbc stories fSraept on 

Ideation atdffferentrtgtrvlty.. 
plays arourid.ttie country (T) 

' (91304) 

8*0 Brookslde (T) (5279). : 

9*0 Rve Gc Mad in Dorset " 
ESaious spooT on &fd' " 
Blyton's classic characters. 
Starring Dawn French, 

. JemEer Saunders; Adrian. *' 

. EdmondSQR.erKlKattiAaBn 
(r)(T)(67a«%. 1 ^ ljy j.. 
9*0 The Leat Resort RevMted 
• with Jonathan Ross (T) - 
(802434) : - f ‘.- * 

10*5 Whoaa Line is ft Anyway? 
e lmprovisatkxT (r) (77S669) 
10L55 Euratraah: ChriatmOs . 

' Special with Antoine de 
Caunes (T) (830366) 
f1*5 0nly You (1992) with ■ 

M Andrew McCarthy and KeBy 
Preston. Romantic comedy 
: about a young man. 
dumped by hb girl who 
- takes a saxyyoung thing on 
- hofrdayr. cfrecaed t^r Betty 
Thomas (773569) . 

1*5 am Mr Vampire H (1986J 

m with Yben Blao and Wong 
Siu Fung. Adventures of a 
vampfre hunting Taoist ’■ 
priest Directed by Lau 
Koon Wai (168767). .. 

245 J’Accuae: Santa Claus (r) 

. 1 (I) (21458) . 

*.15 Night Nurse (1931, b/w) 
DWM wdth Barbara Stanwyck and 
BiUBJ Clark GablaA mrse 
stumbtesofiapkrtoWB' 
two ctfldren In order to steal 
their inheritance. Directed 
by WBfem A. Wellman 
(6538106) 

4*0 Beby Face (1933, b^w) with 
cmm Barbara Stanwyck as an 
Blew adventuress. Directed by 
Alfred Green (9059922) ' 


CHANNEL 5 
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L4S.Pimar (1989) with Sam 


5*5Xana;.WteTlorPrkioew , - .v ' 

(614796^ - ; .tM 

6*e -100 Pe^Cam (4544453) - V ‘ : . 

6*0 FMuBy Mfaks Jack and -’ t . • 
Martaare caught in a . .; l 

. : compcdnrising pbsftkxi (T) . 

' : (4M57ti6):‘; ' ; ; ; '' >.- ' 

■ 7*0HwTks VtaieChrMrraM .' 

..^PraaeotComer^, music ... 

! 'andentotatomentwifiia^. 
hosiofepfxaaiguests ■'*?•*■ 

... dropphglri : (a540057)’ . 

8 .00 I r wl wd GBfdana (591S5368) -’ t 
8*0100 Par Cent: Christmas. ' * 

- . ^MoW (5991873) 
ft.00 Christinas Romance ' 
baM (1989) Rbmantic drama wBh^j 
Bltafll OWa Newton-John and - 

Qregoiy Harrison.Awidow 
V. JWIen op harp.times finds.- ■ -' 

■ romance with banker who is y 
-*• 'idxJBtwrepdaeeBstier' -■ 
house. DirectedbySheldan 
.. ; .lary (32329724) 
lOSOThe'JeckDocherty Show 

J(1458368) r < 

11 *5 BlgBed Mans 11(1987) ' . 

□4www«tt Angle Dicktoson, 

BlUil Robert Culp and Julie .... .iv, 
McQiDogh. Sequel to Roger.. . 

Corman’axjirclassic. . 

Directed by JlmWynorsW 
‘ ”• (8368906) .‘ 

1.10 am Whoever Stew Auntte . 
□apiRoo? (1971) ChSer with . 

BlHBSheBey Winters and Ltotfif ’ - 

- Jeffries. Dftected by Curtis - ,. 

Herrington (6950729) 

' 2*0DameelkiDWres»(1937, ' 

□9||W with Fred Astaire, Jom . 

BiIbi Fontaine and Oracle Allen. 

. Drama about a case of 
mistaken identity. Directed 
. ‘ by Geage Stevens '1r *.. 

(1090038) T2 - ' 

4*0 The Road (90916816) .-.-3 L 

440 Chrietnln Show(1986) ' 

n with Sd Caesar, Katharine 

Helmondand Mofesa Hart.. . 

A landlord plans to'evtaf a '..W 
widow and her adopted S' ■' 

chBdren from the swe« ' ’• 

shop she has run for 30- 
years (1340106) i 

5*0100 Par Cent (r) (7880816) ■ 
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SATELLITE AND CABLE 


• For further listings sex: 

Saturday's Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

&OOnb« Mrximg Giwy f7SS5®| MO Hotel 
(52434j 104»Ano!to(V%fti (11502} 11.00 
Dx/s * Our Lnes 131366) 12410 Oprah 
Winfrey {6530*/ 1-OOpm Geratdo (S3T44/ 
ZBO SaB/ Jossf Raphael 197*34) 3*0 
JSWV Jones (2323?) 4*0 Oprah Winfrey 
f56£S5) S.00StarTrek: Vbyago. (123I|®J» 
Drum Team. (7521) UK Marled.,«wh 
Ch&ircn (8873) 7JBO The Smpxxv; &g 
Kighl OuJ (23347) 9X0 Married. wrT. 
Children '35631) 1O00 Usi Uncovered 
',439081 114M Str Trek: Voyager (12231) 
1100 Lato Smi with David Udorman 
(15354) M me Has of tho NigM 

B (753091 ZOO Long Play (6864670/ 

SKY BOX OFFICE _ 

Sky’s p aypa w il — awria chanaeb. 

To v*ow any Bre oeieprvana 0990 800888 
Each Sre caste O.W per vowing 

SKY 80* OFFICE i l .Tra W 3on d c r 26) 
Jtog* AB the Way (1990) 
m SKY BOX OFFICE 2 (Trarapcndor £0] 

Chah Reac0ea (1996) 

SKY SOX OFFICE 3 (Tran^MAdcr 59) 

The FWIM Club (1998) 

SKY SOX OFFCE 4 (Transponde r 58) 

The Cnae: City ri Angels (1998) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 1 

. UXkm The NrfMy (1973) (7009G) 7J0 
* An Am erice n ChririmM Carol (1979) 
(25786) 9JO Oevtd Copperteld (1070) 
'35057] 11*0 Sgt BMe (1999) ( BS035i 
liOOpm An Anitrfcan ClPbOus Quo) 
J (1919) (753861 3JJ0 The Kanrie Kid IS 
(1909} (11347) 9L00 Mode on 340) 
Street (1994) (74908) TOO Sgt Btto 
(1996) (18415) 9J00 Down Periscope 
a (IMS) 0*786) 10JO In Ate Btok 
WdMntor (1996) (5831*13) 12.15 ms 
P rahvPattor (1994) (16545545) 230 
Cleopatra Jones (1973) 137X8) 4*0 
Made on 34dt Sheet (1994) itW93/ 

SKY MOVIES SCHEEN 2 

&20pm peck Arewirf The dock (19S8J 
(S753E7B) 800 PWsr4lc-TjB to America 
(4903415) 920 Sretey (1986) @7062637) 
11*0 CfarWmes Every Day (19MQ 
(59415) 12J0pn Ace Venteirac When 
. Nabre Czte (1996) (92960) 2*0 Broth¬ 
ers of the ftenBar (1995) (27502) 4*0 
The Stars Fafl on Henrietta (19S6) (4705) 


fi*0 The Next Ksrate Kid (1994) (47368) 
»*0 Ace Ventura; WhMi NPhee CaOe 
(1998) (42811) ULOO Hert (1995) 
(24750057) ta jO s iw Lora, Cheat and 
Steal (1994) (952787) 2J0 The Bute 
fad Utaflem (1995) (B06496) 4.1S Cfarisl- 
mas Breiy Day (199Q (83QZ74) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

400pm Addis (1991) (9683095) 6*0 The 
Toy (1983) (4725502) 8*0 Scrooged 
(1908) (47373471 10*0 H e ra tty MBs Cop 
H (1987) (9057908) 11. «S FmSc (1988) 
(9704811) I^5am Tha Hanging Tree 
(1957) (4057100) 3JB The Cheat Lower 
(1948) (72704944) 4*0 OotX 


9*cpm The wtrard of Oz (1939) 
(564175121) 11*0 A Christen* Carol 
(1938) (88968279) IZJOnTTM 
Ph to rtatohis Story (1040) [93150090) 
3*0 The WMflfGb (1B39)(60S61800) 
5*0 Dose 

SKYSPQRIS1 _ 

7*0em Scans Centre paOS7) 7*0 Wies- 
Krg. Sholgin ChaSanga (19796) &30 
Sports Centre (61057) OjOO Tartan Extra 
(85637) 9JO Aerooes pT927) 10*0 The 
Fcwbaflen' FocxbeC Show (86078) 11*0 
Rugby League Supor League Super toss 
!79Wfl 12*0 Aerobes (65873) 12J0pm 
Spanen Pnmere Uga (7U521) 2*0 Tartan 
Extra (4076) 3*0 The FoaSsBera' F c ote aH 
Sw* (38144) 4*0 Rugby Leaguer Super 
League Super Tree (57279) 5*0 Wresting: 
Supers** 19415) 8*0 Sports Centra 
fP7i«) 7*0 Footorfh Goals end Btoopera 
(29833) 830 Rugby League . Super league 
Super Ton (43637) 9J0 Futtod MndU 
(1227% 10*0 Sports Cerew (7689311*0 
FooCaad Cools and Bargers (6909S) 
I2*0ren Sports Ccnhe (7665111JO Super 
Leaps Super Tnes (9751^ 2*0 Sports 
Own? (61038) 3*0 dose 

SKY SPORTS 2 _ 

7*0am Aaofctts (9*31132) 7*0 Sports 
Cense 3427?ffl} 8*0 Suvwalol the Frtfflst 
(5S3144J 830 RSh TV (20*1958) 9*0 V- 
Mw (7236892) 1800 Tennis RusedsM at 
me US open (X40CS7) LOOpn Supa 
League Super Tries (7235163) 2*0 Ice 
Hodrsy BradmcA Bees t Manchester 
Stxrr (503445$ 430 Goals and Btoogers 
(1630906) 8*0 ffebel Sports (7255827) 
7*0 World Sports Spebai (2844279) 7*0 
Sports Centra Xmas Speoai (1042328) 


8*0 Ice Wen (622S415) 10*0 Ruoedda « 
the US Open (52S9786) 1*Qem Sports 
Centre: Xmas SpecM a0®748) ZJOflebrf 
Sports (2148274) 3*0 Oatt? 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

12*0f» Wtorftag (01173540) 1*0 Fish 
TV (81158960)2*0 Supertrouts (67451163) 
3*0 Olynyxc Senes (880997061 3*0 
Rugby Untarr Update (957C090B) 3*0 
Sairxr Maiaysa CheBroge (2*244076) 
8J0 n ow ort ro rf and Jetslc Wortd 
C841290® 7*0 Fsh TV (56*0714*) 8*0 
Sped USA (54827076) 9*0 Wcdsutrg: 
Wbrid Tour (81181560) 1000 Sponnts 
C2205B9Z) 10*0 The Gctdwi Age otManr 
Racmg (12S81162) 12*0 Close 

EUROSPORT _ 

7.30am Euogoats (19906) 9*0 

Cydlngr Tour de Ranee («6724j 1T*0 
FaottKS WoHd Cup LagwrS (719C8) 
12*0 MeAorapocSTW Tong CwSaracn 
Rbv«w (93778) l*0pm Srannr Euro¬ 
pean Oasoc (15366) 2*0 Foofcst Wsrid 
Cup Speoai (67144) 4*0 Otyrtpic Games 
Magaana (3724) 430 Moknpart Motors 
Ueaeane (51076) 5*0 Karang-EV Ma3Bn 
(95328)7*0 Fi*i Sports: Red BUAr Day 
(S54Q 7*0 FoasOoO Franco Barea's 
Tesftnomrf (48075 9*0 Bodng: hgf* of 
Pr o spects (68873) 10*0 Sumo Grand 
Tournament (6196C911*0 Rgus Scalng 
Eutxraan CharaptoraUps @4163) 
12J0M) Close 

UK GOLD _ 

7Mma BtAnye (4168163) 7*5 Netfv 
baus (4951328) 8*0 Crossroads 

(20266371825 Eaa&dcrs GOBBEM) 9*0 
The Sfl (6669960) 9*0 Siefley (9175502; 
1000 Room s Nad (1243)63) 1030 The 
SuQvans (6861144) 11*0 Boon |S9C25Ci 
12*0 Crassreads (46^2095) 12J5pm 
Nwghbcure (46SE182) 1Z5& EisSMera 
12886893 1 JO In Sckneso and n Hea* 
[40713111 2.10 Yes, Urfstor (6341455 
2*0 Robrr's Nes: (716023?. 320 A Wert 
M31 All '3241960) 3*0 The BS (36449C3! 
4*0 The Ton Rsnes {38*76705) 5*6 
EastEndero (:9aOQ9Sj 8*0 Bcos =u3 
House (5176328) 520 In Srfeiess and o 
Hw«n (2S3S2S1 7*0 Dad’s fv~y 
(5475273; 7*5 (tote s Ncsf (37179601 
020 Yes, Under (454729!) 9*0 Only 
Foefc and Horses H48942SG) lft 2 BThe &2 
(B674S27) 10*5 FKjto Cany on Doctor 
(198Q (75507706) 12*Sam The EqcaSsar 
(422567191*5 Mara Yea (2C1-332Z; 2*5 
5hcppng (46879748J 


GRANADA PLUS 

8*0 — Tha to (8875818) 7*0 Corona- 
con Si (6282873) 7*0 FamOes (8201908) 
8*0 8H Date (8825027) 8*0 W«vi 
These Wafa (4767298) 10*0 OonitoM 
(6290892) 11*0 Had to Hat (H28732ffl 
12*0 CororaSon St (8623250) 12J0pro 
Ramin (21S370S 1*0 Ob tie Buses 
(6281144) 1*0 P lease Shi (2192076) 2*0 
the Good Gup (7708366) 3*0 Donahue 
(7330908) 4*0 Mtefen- InpOSSUe 

(7919415) 3*0 Hfl—i Ffcre-O (37B7S21) 
•J00 Famies (7050183 430 CoronebonSt 
(7041434) 7*0 BSnd Data (9787279) 10*0 
Hm®! Fha O (3439148) 11*0 Ossa 

CARLTON sagrr (caMe) 

5*0pro GrasocH ^2330666) 5*0 Hey Dad 
U (28406347) UOBkxMMtoare (28496980) 
8*0 A Country Practice (28410640) 7*0 
Goodrfgtc Dw rfhaart (56412076) 8*0 
Boon QrrCmas Special (55C5MQ 10*0 
W*ato Goods (36432837) 12*0 Carols from 
Cnwtctoach (96729616) 1*0— Ctose 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

8*0— Etna Saros Chrtatmas (15453) 
7*0 The Ute Ma rrtod (80?7W 7J0 
OiaOr. Pack ICB7B6) UO Brand Sperfmg 
New Doug (63153) 9*0- Nahtmare Nad 
f 13988) 8*0 Gargoyles P<279) 10*0 
Pepper Ann (33873) KLOO Reeen (33873) 
10*0 Smart Guy (61883) 11*0 Boy Uaeta 
Wore (10«39) 11*0 Brofttoty Lon 160058) 
12*0 The Wonder 'risen, (21453) 12*0pm 
Horn Impn—a (SB 066 ) 1*0 FUt 
lira 5a— Ctoue (1998) (48279) 2J0 
Wme me Porfi P2S3366) 2 JB Deck ttw 
Ha3a ,-734873) 3.15 Wit* lha Pqoh 
.6313533 3*0 Recess Q4C752 )) (MS 
Gargles (780057)4.15 Rocks [9239927) 
4*0 Brand SpanKng New Doug (7182) 
8*0 Snarl Guy (3250? 5*0 Student Bodes 
(8434) 8*0 Boy Meets Wbrid (5347) 8*0 
Kara irpmeroert P927) 7*0 Honoy, I 
ShrrtfteKids The TV Show (17163) UO 
RLM: The Mgt— Before CMatowa 
(1993) (5974095) 9.10 Md«7 MMfl 
Ch-rshnas Carol (432366) 0*0 Dnan 
(837057) 10*0 Cbse 
FOX KIDS NETWORK 

6 * 0 — Noel 14099960} 9*0 Oudey the 
Crasor (7377415) 7*0 Hypenai 
/5W0&40J 7*0 Rw Rangers Zeo 
f5BS347) UO Big Sad Baeaeoorga 
[5672960) 0*0 laaskaa Rxjor (587123!) 
9*0 Ace Vervura (5895811) 9*0 Caspar 
341661811000 The Tie* (7391005) 10*0 
Horace Rant (5891005) 11*OSf»d— 


(584S095) 12*0 hbredUe (-**< (5882347) 
12*0paa Ue wBi Lcua (3no«J*) 1*0 
Gadget Roy (5849811) 1*0 Samurai n— 
Cats (3419705) 2*0 VR Troopera 

(2883163) 2*0 Power Rang— Zeo 
(2238182) 3*0 Og Bad D ee ri abotgs 
(2882298) 3*0 Mashed Bder ^240927) 
4*0 Ace Ventura (222904) 4*0 Caaper 
(222561S) 5*0 Tha Tick @854415) 5*0 X 
Man (2349298) 6*0 Home to Rent 
(2236811) 8*0 9weM VriOey Hgh 
(222D163} 7*0 Close 

TCC __. 

8*0— Happdy Ever ARer (34078) 8*0 
Bobby’s Worid (55095) 7*0 Spirou (88453) 
7*0 Dorns the Menace (55B60) 8.00 
Baanan (24540) 8*0 Batman <23811} 9*0 
Eaittxaoun *rn (14163) 0*0 Rorousld tea 
Rendaer (1074892) 9*8 Romuald me 
rtarannr (1079347) 1000 Oscar's Orches¬ 
tra (46347) 10*0 Flash Gordon (10347) 
11*0 tznoooud (79415)-11 jo Ggantor 
(70144) 12*0 stxrau (34827) 12*0— 
Sorsc (61569) 1*0 Saknsi (ffi724j 1*0 
AJ'f TmoTrovrieft (53540) 2*0 tznogoud 
(2144) 2*0 flash Gordon 11732) 3*0 
Sane (1279) 3*0 Ea ttoworin JSrn (2637) 
4*0 P ros ftw Menace (1144) 4*0 
Batman (7328) 8*0 Close 

CARTOON NETWORK 

All your tawurfe cartoons Droadcast from 
8*0— co a*Opm, seven days a week 

NICKELODEON __ 

6*0— WOW 09S03 8*0 WOW {5S56Q 
7*0 WOW (80977) 7*0 WOW (88434) 
MO WOW (60328) 9*0 WOW (92927) 
9*0 WOW (83279) 5J0 WOW (29569) 
10*0 WOW 432571) 10*0 WOW (72163) 
11*0 WOW (04589) 11*0 WOW (65296) 
12*0 WOW (63415) 12J0pm WQW 
(90057) 1*0 MeK Mack (88296) 1*0. 
Oanssa (90328) 2*0 Pets and Prfe{72g$ 
2*0 Kafctom! (2018) 3*0 Baity K^per'a 
POV (6705) 3*0 Captef Crifflro (7163) 
4*0 Jumanji (6298) 4*0 Ricrats (5182) 
S*0 tear Srstsr (1250) 0*0 Kenan aid 
Krf (6434) 8*0 Sahara toe Teenage Wtefi 
(3347) 6*0 Moesha (7937) 7*0 Cfcto 

TROUBLE 

12J0p m S —is Ooeang (8870892) 
12*0 Ready or Not (917T78B) 1*0 
Madsen (8896434) 1*0 Catena Dreams 
(9170057) 2*0Saued by the Baft (884197^ 
2*0 swan * Classing (3627231)3*0 Bta* 
(68809081 3*0 Raatty or Not (3838078) 


4*0 Sawed bv the Bel (3641811) 4*0 USA 

Htftl (364709^ 8*0 Hangome (8865453) 
6*0 Cafttoma Ogams (3638347) 6*0 
Sea (3628960) 6*0 Madton P 642540 ) 
7*0 HangBrnu (8852989) 7*0 USA HJgh 
(3648724) 8*0 Close 

CHALLENGE TV 

5*0—Gross MBs (6724) 5*0 Mow on 
Up (1908) 8*0 Famty forturas (1621) B *0 
CWchptraaa £873) T .IS The $84*00 
CkJaseon (808569) 8*0 SpU Second 
(48514M 8*0 Kara*® Challenge (1415) 
8.15 Winner Tates Al (150892) 10*0 
Trees— (29908) 11.15 Kara to 
Challenge (147328) 12*0 Say toe Word 
(50380) 12 * 0 — Carols from Wtarf—er 
(29767) 1*0 FILM; A Hobo’s CM— 
(1987) (83293) 3*0 nut Grange 
l«83aoj 4*0 Jingla 8 aB Rap (36845) 4*0 
Aten's Firs ’ ChrMrnas (7463$ 0*0 
Scraen sh op (80941) • 

BRAVO _ 

MQpn The A-Team (4814415) 9*0 Tour 
of Duty (4634279} 10*0 The Red Shoe 

Durias (5871521) 10*0 Itaten StrteMng 
Housewres (SOSISS^ 10*5 FUt Cfty 
an Fire (1067) (9801811) 12*8—Tour al 
CMy (1020381) 1*STte Red Shoe Dwfas 
(538003) 2.15 tefan Sbtetog Houee- 
Whes (60754757) 2*0 nUfcfeto—toy^ 
KBer (1981) ^683090} 4J0 FMty Dog 
(4982831) 8*0 Stmhy end Hute 
(4237293 6*0 Ckw 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7*0— Grace Under Rre (5786) 7*0 
Rrerama (6811) 8*0 Ba< (7434) 8*0 
Cybfl (858B) 9*0 Cheers (<U70S)BJO T«d 
(*3291) 10*0 Frarfer (64144) 10 JQ Tha' 
Itereiy&toW Show (73092) 11*0 Grate'S 
«M0 (49250) 11*0 Osi (38705) 12*0 
Bwon ro (121069 1230— Ngnwand 
P3729) 1.00 Soap (38545) 1*0 Tad 
(73922) 2*0 Gayta s Worid (81449) 230 
Grace Under Fes (19854) 3*0 Fraser 
**** &WBtt ®«" 

(31928) 4*0 Otaae 

THE SCi-FI CHANNEL 

aoopm FttJfc Stephan Ktog’s 
!>>Tar tor (196 1 ) (37402SB HHAk 
Seeptaa Doge (19») (8237714) 12*0 
BW, 0W3) 
** Shadow 
P2S3922) 2*0 New Ailed Ktdroock 
(7249729) 3*0 Fndajr the 13b (9031381) 
4*0Ckae 


HOME A LEISURE 

9*0— The House (8883502) 9*0 The 
House (9173144) 10*0 The House 
(1241705) 10*0 Tha House (88697867 
11*0 The House (1678163) 11*0 The 
Ho use (1 679893 12*0 Antiques Trad 
(68833661 12*Of*n Antiques Trafl 

(9177960) 1*0 Antiques TraS (880990a 
1 te Antiques Tie! pi 78231) 2*0 Antiques 
Trai (88 S4347) 2*0 ; Antiques Tral : 
(3630705) 3*0 Antiques Tn* (83661823 
.3*0 Antiques Trad (36352S0) 400 Ctoee ' 

DISCOVERY 

jU»— Bush Tucter Man (3621057) 4*0 
FSflhttea (3650569) 5*0 Anctanl Wariora 
(B878927) 5*0 Bayand 2000 (3634521) 
8*0 WWDiacowsy (9192279)7*0 VUca- 
nol (4641569) 3*0 Vote—ri (4627966) 
9*0 Vbteano? (483D453) 10*0 Vrfcarol 
(4833540) ItOOVbioenoi (8686057) 12*0 
wh* ase—Ptoleot M1:11 (3738645) 
1*0— Disaster (5532870) 1*0 Beyond 
2000 (9619187} 2*0 dose 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

7*0pm Wad crrtjnas 1 An Alriam" 

ftarnoreat (»10568) B*q WtO 

Sbwo» Panda VS3BSB3) s*o WBtj 

OtelrawAMran Rhfc* (850945?) 10*0 
rrao wnstmas: Bo Guy—(he Fkaidn 

“*■***¥* Defines: A New Look at 

1*0—One W 


CARLTON FOOD (cable) 


I2*0pm Food Networi: Daly 1230 The 
Re—rant Show l*o Food tor Thought 
1*0 Wortal Thompson Cooks 2*0 toss's 
Forefep A™nert 2*0 Food 'Network 
MOABro and Cooking 3*0 Graham 

ton** Kitchen 4*0 Aide's Itafian -inh 4*0 
Otaftor a Day 5*0 Ciena 

LIVING 


TRAVEL (cablri 


THE HISTOR Y CHANNF1 * 

Akbome .(3729958) 6*0 , 


«f0—Ti^Livlng (9405340) OLOOLerfete 

a^rtMCowTWown (2122322) 9*0The " 
Gorton BBott Show (6487453) 10.10 Jaty ■ 
griger PB5464Q) 11*OThe.You^ 
ftetoteas (776407^ iiss Breoteada 
Jmm/B (703741^' 
1*0 Cheap Chic (8)57388) . 1*0 Reacic- 

SSSR»fa.YlfiB-- 

JfaBfc «ifl Mrattep^ffifl)'- 
MOJary Sprtogor (4724873) 9*0 RLMr 
OM) (4727980) 11*0 

T>»Se*Zone(B134415)12*0Cto3e \- 
ZEE TV _ 

Mtem PWte Alern (6744932a 7*0 
■ba&m (84128328) 7*0 Gtaxra Aatai 
9*138183) 5*0 ZEE Buslnass News - 

wt The Low Cal Show $6429163) 11*0 

^^7637) 12JDpm 

{81174278) 1*0 Urdu RLU: CtMSaaE ' 
(^86029^ 4*0 Publtc Demand 

MO"Aha an HotTrtJ-. 
3^0 Teen Do Paen±t 
K8*04969) (i*o .tom Paansi (28494502J 
A^jMTTme Ht*@418182) 7*0 l^S - 
^236291) 7*0 Banagi Aral Barf 
»« Eurontow 
8*0 Dntaan (19806796) 0*0 
PsfDo M (564096® 10*0 Fi™ aiZZ •« 
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TELEVISION & RADIO 35 



Classic animation brought to Hte In 77fo Fftotstones (BSC1,4.10pm ); Seasoned antic* in Men Behaving Badty (BBC1,1(X20pm); The soprano Ylng Huang stars as the tragic Uadame Butterfly (BBC2,5220pm) 


6.00am Christopher tha 

Christinas Tree (4493293) 
6£5 Santa's First 
Ghrtstmas (4309800) &50 
Prince Valiant (6136941) 
7-ISEek the Cat (3865903) 
755 Free Waty 
(&403816} 8.00 A Monster 
Christmas (47106) 850 
ThB Demon Headmaster 
(4116699) 1U» Casper 
(4735477) 9.40 Tetetubbies 


10.05 C h r i s tma s at the 

Castle from York Castie 
7* Museum (4403403) 

** 11.05 WBy Wonka and the 

| Chocolate Factory (1971) 

| GeneWSderas the 
ecceraric confectionery king 
CO (37572651) 

12.40pm Peter and the Wolf The 
Royal BaSet School's 
production of Peter and the 
Wtiff (I) (5995293) 

1.10 News (0(33566854) 

1.15 Top at the Pops (T) 
(714212).'. 

2.15 TheTWo Ronnies 
Christens Show (T) . 
(9493903) 

3.00 The Queen speaks to the 
Commonwealth (t) 

(7165496) 

j* 3.10 NoeTs Christmas 

Presents (T) (2398816) 

4.10 The FBntstones (1994) 

| John Goodman, Elizabeth 
I Periana, Rosie O'Donnell 
and Rick Mo ranis bring the 
comic strip characters to 
life. Directed by Brian 
Levant (I) (1649800) 

550 Animal Hospital Last in 
series (T) (651) 
a00 Auntie’s New Festive 
Bloomers (T) (147729) 

6.40 News (T) (749125) 

650 The Mask (1994) Jm . 

n Carrey plays a limkJ bank 

derk who finds an, mask . 

wkh amazing powers (T) 
(95356903) 

850 EastEnders Tony discovers 
a secret (T) (4903) 

950 One Foot in the Grave: 
Endgame Victor plans a 
quirt rural break in the West 
Country to escape new 
neighbours Derek and Betty 
McVitUe (T) (7027090) 

.^10.10 News (I) (936125) 

^1050 Men Behaving Badly Tony 
and Gary's gleeful antici¬ 
pation ot Christmas gives 
way to disappointment (T) 
(446125) 

1155 They Think If* AH Over 
with guests Sooty, Matthew 
Corbett and Graeme Le 
Saux (I) (711361) 

11501 Hate Christmas Too! 
Contemporary Christmas 
table. wBh Samuel West 
and Peter Capaldi (264293) 
11.45 Abpfend (1980) Disaster 

m spoof about an fl-fated 
tether, with Robert Hays. 
LesSe Nielsen, Robert Stack 

and Lloyd Bridges (T) 

; ; (658038) 

-* l.lftmi Cany On Loving (1970) 

H wtth Kenneth Williams. 

Charles Hawtrey, Bernard ■ 
BressJaw, Joan Sims and 
Terry Scott. Directed by 
Gerald Thomas (3722779) 
255 Werther (3087171) 

2-40 BBC News 24 


750am A Christmas Carol 
(1938. bfw) Vintage version 
of Dickens's classic 
cautionary tale with 
Reginald Owen. Directed by 
Edwin L Marin (6293545) 
8.10 David Copperffekf (1935. 

n W*l Classic adaptation of 
Dickens with W.C. Fields. 
Directed by George Cukor 
(90052372) 

10.15 Today's the Day 
Christmas Special 
Celebrity edition rt the 
nostalgia quiz (13887)0 
10.45 Jlnnah Documentary about 
Mohammad AH Jhnah. 
founder of Pakistan 
. (4394038) 

1155 Mrs NBnfvar (1942, b/W) 

M Greer Garson as the 
eponymous heroine who 
keeps her family together 
- despite the ravages of war. 
Also with Walter Pldgeon 
‘ and Dame May Whiffy. 
Directed by VWliam Wyler 
(97931651) 

1.45pm Everything to Play For 
(2/B) Conductor Mark . 
Wiggfesworth examines the 
pitfalls of life on the road for 
solo performers (386293) 
2.15 Shooting Stars (r) 
(378274)255 The 
Simpsons (r) (T) (8304090) 
3.10 White Christmas (1954) 
Classic musical with Bing 
Crosby and Danny Kaye. 
Songs by Irving Berlin. 
Directed by Michael Curtiz 
(0(36916390) 

5.0S Close-Up on James 
Stewart Chariton Heston 
and Rod Steiger recafltheir 
favourite dips (9681583) 
550 Madame Butterfly Lavish 
version of Puccini's opera, 
fibred on the banks of 
Tunisia's Lake Ichkeul 
Soprano Ylng Huang stars 
in the title role. James 
Con Ion conducts the 
• Orchestra de Paris 
(88847944) 

750 The Queen (T and signing) 
(684019) 

750 Cardigans te Christmas 

Val Doonlcan heads the bill 
In a review of kitsch festive 
Sght entertainment (T) 
(912011) 

850A Christmas Dickens 

Simon Callow reads Bob 
Sawyer's Party (231748) 

9.10 Arenac Hie Cigar F*n 
tracing the history of the 
cigar, from the tobacco 
fields of Havana to 
HoBywood bare (531895) 
10.00 Gogs Animated antics with 
the prehistoric family 
(756816) 

10.10 La Refne Margot (1994) 
French drama about the St 
Bartholomew's Day 
Massacre of 1572 with 
Isabelle Adjani. With English 
• subfiles (14800187) 

1255am Close-Up on James 
Stewart (9410423) 

1255The Asphalt Jungle (1960, 

m tyw) with Sterling Hayden. 
Louis Caihem, Sam Jaffe, 
Marc Lawrence and Marilyn 
Monroe. An ageing crook 
recently released from jail 
organises one last heist. 
Directed by John Huston (T) 
(266930) 

255 Siding Forecast (8401684) 


6.00am GUTV (2350212) 

955 A ChUcTs Christmas 

(9942835) 

1055 Honey, f Shrunk the Kids 

m llGeS) with Rick Morans 
An absent-minded 
professor accidentally 
shrinks his own children, 
and those of his 
neighbours. Directed by 
Joe Johnston (T) 
(95501816) 

1240 Father Christmas and the 
Missing Reindeer 

Animation (8338187) 
1255pm Homeward Bound: 

H The Incredible Journey 
(1993) Two dogs and a cat 
are left tn the care of a 
family friend when ther 
owners move to the city, but 
the animate decide to 
loflow. Directed by 
Duwayne Dunham (T) 
(84887699) 

2.10 Play It for Reel London's 
Burning actors Zoe Heyes. 
Richard Walsh and Clive 
Wood sample life as real 
firefighters (0 (9316800) 
255 News (T) (7474583) 

350 The Queen speaks to the 
Commonwealth (T) 
(7150564) 

3.10 The Muppet Christmas 

m Carol (1992) The Muppets' 
version ol the classic 
Dickens tale. With Michael 
Caine. Directed by Brian 
Henson (T) (64226106) 

4.45 Spice Up Your Christmas 
Highlights from the Spice 
Girls' first live concert in 
Istanbul, Turkey (8572274) 
550 News (T) (899309) 

6.00 Emmerdale Doug has a 
surprise for Kathy and Alice 
01 (87212) 

750Coronation Street 

Reconciliation is in the air 
for Kevin and Sally while 
Jon divides his Christmas 
between his wile and •• • 
Deirdre (T) (1816) 

750 Home Alone II: Lost in 
New York (1992) Comedy 
sequel starring Macaulay 
Cultdn and Joe Pesci 
Directed by Chris Columbus 
(T> (22012545) 

9.45 Starting Blocks Chris 
Tarrant reveals how some of 
our sporting heroes started 
out on the road to fame and 
fortune (I) (814477) 

1050The Bare Necessities 
Comedy-ciama about five 
redundant Yorkshire pitmen 
who end up working as 
male strippere (r) (356011) 

11.15 News (T) (505485) 

1155 Mortal Thoughts (1991) 

® Thriller with Demi Moore, 
Glenne Headly and Bruce 
WHIrs. Directed by Alan 
Rudolph (I) (711767) 
150am Entertainment Now 
(6372249) 

250The 1997 World Music 
Awards hosted by Princess 
Stephanie of Monaco (rj 
(346897) 

4.15 Coronation Street (r) (T) 

(48688) 

445 Funny Business (r) 

(48859) 

5.15 Cartoon Time (2197688) 
550Tatospin (r) (6016881) 

555 News (6026268) 



As HTV West except: 

150am Annie Lennox: Live 
In Central Park (1534715) 
250 Hfrrr Two Rode 

Together (1961). A John 
Ford western (230897) 

455 Fifrn: Ghosts on the 
Loose (9945775) 

1 v • -- • j 

As HTV West except 
4.15am Look and Cook (49688) 


Starts: 650 Dumb and Dumber 

(4607729) 

6.10 Ovlde (4482187) 

6l35 MadeRne (6115458) 

750 The Babysitters’ Club 

(9114090) 

755 Two Stupid Dogs 
(8429654) 

850 The Big Breakfast (68274) 
10.00 FHm: Dr Dottttte 
(78149477) 

1240pm The Nativity (7007670) 
150 Slot Uefthrln (73210361) 
150 Tomes y Tanc (73230125) 
140 Diana: A Tribute (8956941) 
3.00 The Quean (7158106) 

3.10 The Snowman (7478309) 
340 5 Pump (7101380) 

450 Eden (9489212) 

450 Noswyl NadoBg Stan) 
(5671458) 

555 Sbwd Bwcf Bo (3894583) 
650 Newyddion (790699) 

6.05 Heno (610000) 

7.00 Pobol y Cwm (9458) 

750 Ma‘ Kan Ma (512895) 

8.15 NadoHg Bryn Terfel 
(2247632) 

950 Film: Y Mynydd Grug 

(85636477) 

1055 Film: City Slickers 

(70337019) 

1.00am Five Go Mad In Dorset 

(1840107) 



Starts: 755 Film: The Kid 


(6287632) 

850 Him: Yes Virginia, There 
Is a Santa Claus 

(2893800) 

1050 Mass from the Cathedral 
of LteJeux (7401274) 

1055 Urbi et Offal (8485800) 
1155 Christmas Eucharist 

(1434293) 

1250pm Michael Ball's 
Christmas Special 

(2903729) 

1.05 Film: Bed knobs and 
Broomsticks (87000309) 
3.00 Christmas Messages 

(8608583) 

3.10 Nappy Christmas 

(4256038) 

3.40 FDm: Home Alone lb Lost 
in New York (6801651) 
555 The Simpsons Christmas 
Special (8299090) 

6.05 Coronation Street 
(6584670) 

650 Heartbeat Special 

(6075309) 

755 Fair City (3435477) 

850 The Boyz are Back 

(88354564) 

955 Film: Speed (2276380) 
1155 Riverdancs Live at Radio 
City (9787309) 

1255am FUnc Soma Like It Hot 
(4576572) 250 A Prayer at 
Bedtime (99579510) 



6.10am Ovlde (4482187k 
655 Madeline (6115458) 
7.00 The Babysitters' 

Club (9114090175S Two 
SJuptd Dogs (8429854) 

8.00 The Big Breakfast 
(68274) 

10.00 Dr DoUttle (1967) Musical 
comedy with Rex Hem son 
who learns io la !k :o trie 
animats Also With Anthony 
Newley Directed by 
Richard Fleischer 
(78149477) 

12^t0pm Diana: A Tribute 
Updated documentary 
shown lour times on me Gay 
ol her death (T) (1195922) 
155 The Roses of No Man 's 
Land Memories of nurses 
of the First World War fr) (T) 
(9248125) 

3.00 The Alternative Christmas 
Message Margaret Gibney. 
aged 13. of Belfast delivers 
her messeage of peace (T) 
(4911877) 

355 Verdi’s Requiem with 
P ava rotti From the Festival 
Hall, London, featuring an 
all-star cast including 
Roberto Alagna Renee 
Fleming, Lucma D'lnuno, 
Roberto Scandiuzzi. the 
Philharmonie Orchestra and 
Chores, under James 
Levine (T) (67277421) 

4^45 The Nativity A humorous 
animation of the story ol 
Christ's birth (6447090) 

5.00 Countdown Special 

Richard Whtteley and Carol 
Vordetman face the 
questions (T) (2922) 

550 Kind Hearts and 

m Coronets (1949. bAv) 

Classic Ealing comedy with 
Alec Guinness in eight 
characterisations. Directed 
by Robert Hamer (T) 
(40704106) 

755 News (993019) 

750 The D amna tion oi Faust 
David Alden's English 
National Opera production 
of Berlioz's opera, with 
Bonaventura Bottone. 

WiBard White. Louise Winter 
(T) (46604583) 

1055 The Ouoon Signed and 
with subtitles (773583) 

10.15 A Splice of Life: 15 Years 
of Film on Four A look 
back over 15 years ol 
Channel 4‘s films (340477) 

11.05 Dracula Prince of 

n Darkness { 1965) with 

Christopher Lee in a sequel 
to Honor of Dracula. 

Directed by Terry Fisher (T) 
(975038) 

12.45am Lust for a Vampire 

H (1970) Yutte Sfensgaard as 
a vampire in a British 
finishing school Abo with 
Ralph Bates. Directed by 
Jimmy Sangster (565713J 
250 Front Page Woman (1935, 
b/w) Comedy in which Bette 
Dave plays a journalist in 
love with a rival reporter 
Directed by Michael Curtiz 
(150864) 

455 Fashions of 1934 (1934. 
b/w) Musical comedy with 
William Poweti as a New 
York couturier. Also with 
Bette Davts. Directed by 
William Dieterie (9561317) 
555 Those British Faces: 

Dennis Price (r) (3462317) 











S-OOem Dappledown Farm 

(7883903) 650 The Wind in 
the Willows fr) 

(80553908) 650 Mr Men 
and Little Miss (r> 

(30374341J 7.00 Wimztes 
House (5500421)750 
AKnn and The Chipmunks 
(6855318) 8.00 
Havakezoo Iri (91044851 
850 Adventures ol the 
Bush Patrol (rj (6387146) 
9.00 Wishbone (r) 

(5859318) 950 Alpha Zone 
Chnslmas Special from 
Walt Disney World. Honda 
(5606903) 

1050 McCartney: Standing 
Stone Television premiere 
ol Sir Paul McCartney's 
fsst symphonic work, 
performed by Ihe 
London Symphony 
Orchestra (39424629) 
12.05pm Family Affairs (r) 

(T) (52754854) 1255 The 
Bold and the Beautiful 
(30372316) 155 5 News 
Update (88606309) 

1.1084 Charing Cross Road 

M Drama about the 

relationship that develops 
through letters between a 
feisty American writer (Anne 
Bancroft) and a placid 
bookshop owner in London 
(Anthony Hopkins). Directed 
by David Jones (87090922) 
3.05 The Snow Queen’s 
Revenge Feature-length 
animation with the voices ot 
Imelda Staunton. Julia 
McKenzie and Alison 
Steadman (87480800) - 
450 Moonwalker Showcase for 

H the musical talents of 

Michael Jackson featuring 
show-stopping dance 
routines and spectacular 
special effects Also with 
Joe Pesci and Sean Lennon 
(46099800) 

6.00100 Per Cent Abba 
Special (4511125) 

650 Family Affairs Elsa makes 
a speech (T) (4502477) 

750 Night Feven Abba 
Special Karaoke 
entertainment (2861125) 
7.55 Xena: Warrior Princess 
Xena must save Gabrielle 
(5743293) 

855 5 News (6345767) 

9.00 The Man in the Moon 

(1991) Coming-of-age 
drama with Sam Walerson, 
Reese Witherspoon and 
Jason Lai don set In 1947 
Louisiana. Directed by 
Robert Mulligan (32396496) 
1050About Last Night 

Romantic comedy with Rob 
Lowe. Demi Moore and 
James Belushl about two. 
lovers finding it difficult 
committing to each other. 
Directed try Edward Zwick 
(57173361) 

1.05am Crimes of Passion 

(1984) Ken Russell's darkly 
comic erotic drama stars 
Kathleen Turner and 
Anthony Perkins (6376336) 
3.00 Lord Jhn with Peter 

O'Toole. James Mason and 
Eli Wallach. Adaptation ol 
Joseph Conrad's novel 
about a cowardly sailor. 
Directed by Richard Brooks 
(1753713) 

550100 Per Cent Abba 
Special (r) (7784688) 


i 
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RADIO 1 


Alt 97.6895 MHz 

880am Chns Moytes 9.00 Kevin ana Zo£'s Crmcrmas Ue-n 1250 A Very Spicey 
Chnslmas 150pm C4w& Warren 450 Mark and Lard 650 All Back to Mine: Noel 
GaDagher 750 Evarwtg Sesson Best of the GuesU. 9.00 The Shuetorses Story 
1050 Glastonbury Reverted 1.00&rn Charlie Jordan 5.00 Ctris Moyies 


RADIO 2 


FM: 88-905 MHz 

G50am Roger Rcyte 8.05 Good Momng Chnslmas. 1050 Ken Bruce 1.00pm the 
Dale WWon Ctwamas Snorv 350 The Queen 355 The Goon Shorn 35S The Neas 
Hvddlnes Christmas Special 455 Gicna Humlorc tmer^iervs Cilia Elay. $.10 Chns 
rfe Bugh655 Garth Bro&Ii' Onslmas755 68 King's Blue Chnslmas 755 Drva Las 
Vegas Bene Udler 955 Broadcasting US Style 1056 Bob Hans 12.10am 
Lum 355 Katrina 


RADIO 3 


FM: 905425 MHz 

6.00am On Air 9.00 Momins Cottocdon 

1050 Musical Encounters Includes Bemsie»ri (Overture Candidei HcdO-ron 
iFefxSgaid Noli. Wagner iSKOtneo UyO Lews tTavna Ncmsi 

1250 C o nyoaer of the Week: British Light Music 
1.00pm The Operatic Year win Hugh Canning 
250 Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols in 
3.40 Nursery Notion*: Hu&h-a-bye Baby l«'5i 

355 Borodin BBC Symphony Chorus. Philharmonic under Geoto*/ &mon 

450 Ensemble Bernard d Asst* paw Chopin (Prefudesl <rj 

455 Turns of the Century IJaureer, Upman tootz. at Joyce Gr&ntei (4.'4j ir, 

550 In Repertory Verdi’s Awa i4/5) in 

650 Schubert Songboalr wtn Gordon Stewart (rj 

6.15 In Country Churches Adrian .lack veils Si Mary and Sr Thsmas or Canterbury 
in W/mondham. NortcA |i5) 

750 Pertbr n i anc e on 3; Die EntfUhrung aue dam Serali by Muari V.toh Chnsiine 
Sphater. soprano. Paul Gropes, lenor. Mafcn Haneius soprano, ’/iema Stale Opera 
Chorus. Salzburg Mcraneum Orchestra under Marc MmVcrwsia 

9A5 Po stsc ript Christmas Day (4/5| 

1050 Music Restored With the Snieen. under Harry Chnsiophers 
10.45 The She Bee Show with Jeremy Nicholas 
1150 Composer of the Week: Prokofiev it) 

1250etn Jazz Notes -with CHcfciy Famueather 
150 Through the Night with Donald Madeod 


RADIO 4 


FU: 925-S4.S; LW: 198 kHz; MW: 720 kHz 

555am (LW) Shipping Forecast 650 News Briefing 655 SomeOurig Undersold 

755 Joy lo the World with James Naugnue 855 Otlspnng Christmas Momng 845 

The Nation's FavMsse Poems 858 Weather 

950 News 9.05 Morning Sendee bom Crucrosrer Cathedral 

10.00 The Archerr Drinks at the Dower House 

1150 The Best ot From Our Own Correspondent 

1150 The Pickwick Papers oy Charles Dickens i2/E) 

1250 Nears; Tnanpton Riots Again m the firci ot two programmes. Fieri Hams 
e-eptores art m Chadian s letaixaon programmes ot the 1970s 
1255pm I’m Sorry I Haven't A Clue The best moments from 19971255 Waaihier 
150 Naurs 155 Offspring Christmas Snack 

1.10 A Hack Follows a Star with Dylan Winter 
150 The Archers (n 155 Snipping Forecast 

2.00 News; History of Magic An exptoraUon into the history ol Uuswn 
245 Joaeph: The Forgotten Father with Mark Tufy 
350 The Queen The Christmas message 
3.1 D Offspring wtih Join Peel (rj 

3.15 Word of Mouth's Christmas Cracker 

345 C h ri s t ma s at the Windermere with Clare Jenkins 

4.15 A Rode ’n’ Roll Christmas by Sue Teridem An unftkety alliance is formed nv*?r 
(he Chnslmas washing-up With Jurnie Si oiler and Stephen Tompknson 

5.00 News; An Artist In Sound 550 Shipping Forecast 555 Weather 
650 Six O'clock News 656 Offspring Christmas Tea 

6.10 Uw from the Crypt An evening ol poetry, comedy, and music introduced by 
Ian Macmllan 

750 News 755 The Archers 750 Offspring Chri s t mas Finale 

750 An Artist In Souid: Mr Fletcher, the Poet Piers Ptownghl introduces a 

documentary he mode m 1984 

850 B atteri e s Not Included 8.15 The Liquid Companion with Andrew Jetiord 

856 Short Story: The Selfish dan! bv Oscar wade 

950 A Hack Follows a Star Jr) &30 The PJcfcwtck Papers |2/6) (r) 

1050 Naws 1055 On These Days (r) 

1055 You Probably Think This Song Is About You (0 
1045 Book at Bedtime: Playback (4/10) (0 

11.00 Ray Bradbury's Tales of the Bizarre: The Day It Rained Forever (6/6) 

1150 Joseph: The F or gotten Father (0 

1145 Tyndale's Christmas with David Darnell 

12.00 News; On This Day Christmas Day. 1967 

1250am The Lata Boole Christmastime at the End of the Road (4/5) 

1248 Shipping Forecast 150 As World Service_ 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


MW: 693,909 kHz 

650am Briel Lives "97 (i) 7.00 The Braaktasl Programme 950 SportscaH Live 1050 
Diana's People 1250 Spotlight '971.00pm A Test tor the Windtes 2.00 Up AB Night 
All Day with Rhod Sharp550 The A-Z ot Entertainment 650 Big Byte Gadget Special 
750 Curing 750 Football on the Brink 850 Mmay Walker's Fast Track 950 Extra 
Trme(r) 1050 Briel Lives '971150 And Now the Weather 1150 Tates of the Turtfr) 
1250 Alter Hours 250am Up ARNigtt 5.00 Murray Walker's Fad Track (r) 


WORLD SERVICE 


MW 648 kHz; LW: 198 kHz. AB limes m GMT. 

650am Newsday 650 Meridian Books 750 News 7.15 ON the Shell 750 A Festival 
of Nine Lessons and Carols 950 News 95S Business 9.15 Sense and SenaDWiles 
950 Network 945 Sporting Echoes ol '97 955 Pause lor Though! 1050 Newsdesk 
1050 Discovery 1150 Newsdask 1150 Children in Conversation 1145 From CXir 
Own Correspondent 1250 News 12.05pm Bu&twss 12.15 Britan Today 1250 
Record Naws 1245 The Sporting Year A Persona View 150 Newshouc 250 News 
255 Outlook 250 MuMrack X-Press 350 News 355 Sportng Echoes ol W 3.15 
Wa&tway 350 The Vintage Chart Show 4.00 HM the Queen s Christmas Message to 
the Commonwealth 457 News 4.15 Record News 450 The World Today. News h 
Garmon (648 oniyt 445 Bntan Today550 Pick ol ihe World 550 Money on the Move 
545 The Sparling Year A Personal View 6.00 Newsdesk 650 Assignment. News In 
Gentian (648 only) 750 News. Summary 7.01 Outlook 755 Pause for Thought 750 
John Peal 8.00 Newshou 950 News 9.15 Britain Today 950 Merkfran Books 10.00 
Newsdesk 1050 The World Today 10.45 Sport mg Echoes '97 11.00 News 11.05 
Outook 1150 John Peel 1250 Newsdesk 1250am Westway 1245 Britain Today 
150 Newsdesk 150 Composer ctf the Month 250 Newsday 250 Christmas in the 
Land ol the Polar Bear 350 News 356 Business 3.15 Sporting Echoes of “97 350 
Assignment 4.00 Newsdesk 450 The World Today 445 Off Ihe Shell High Sprits 
5.DO Newsdav 550 OuUock 555 Science Yew 


CLASSIC FM 


FM: 100-102 MHz 

6.00am Mehael Fanstone 950 Jamie Crick 1250 Alan Mann 2.00pm Margaret 
Howard. Includes ai 350 The Queen 450 The Charitable Trust Christmas Concert 
550 Smooth Classics a> Seven 7.00 A Question ol Christmas Classics |r) 850 
Evenitg Concert 1050 Mtehael Mappin 2.00am Ballet The Nutcracker (r) 450 Mel 
Cooper 


VIRGIN 


FM: 1055 MHz; MW: 1197 ,1215 kHz 

650am Jeremy Ctark 1050 Graham Dene 250pm Robm Banks 6.00 (FM) Peul 
Coyle (MW) Calmn Jones 1050 Richard Porter 250am John Hippei 


TALK RADIO 


MW: 1053.1088 kHz 

650am Russe* Gram 1050 Caol McGittin 150pm The Games People Play 2.00 Dr 
David Starkey’s Review ol the Year 4.00 Tommy Boyd 8.00 Russell Grant 950 Pare 
Lloyd 1250 Andy WW 450am Mark Smith 







• For further listings see 

Saturday's Vision 

SKY T _ 

OAOant'Momtog Glory (216S1) 850 Hotel 
teWSi) ku» Nora's Christmas GUI 
(48922) riXO Tin Adventuea of Smbad 
(796841150pm Gerakki (10564) 2JM Saly 
Jessy Raphael (24854) 350 The Queen's 
Chrwmaa Message (5005274) 3.10 Jenny 
Jones (5717670) 450 Oprah Winfrey 
(36125)640 Star TriSc Voyager (3283) 650 
The Line B Show (95B3) 650 Merried-wfth 
ChflOen (7535) 750 The Simpsons (4B22i 
7 5 0 teal TV (8019) 850 Suddenly Susan 
P®T0) 850Tha Nanny 0477) 600 SanfsW 
(3S308) 950Mad About You (54895) 1050 
) ER P9B00) 1150 Star Trek: Wowger 
- f49651) 1250 [ae Show with D»id 
LeBanren (620B4) ijom to the Heel at 
tight (BB281) SJJO Long Play (B7B8442) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 

fte 1 * P»)H>a r v t—r awwla cha nn els. 

To view atf »n tttephone 0990 800B88 
Earii 8m ousts B25B per viewBig 

S f- Y B0.1 OFFICE 1 (Transponder 26t 
JfrgfeAltte Way (1966) 

SOT BOX OFRCE 2 (Transponder SO) 

Chain RsaeBpa (1896) 

»Y8racoRnCE 3 (Transponder 5S) 
ThaFinrtWhiOTr cab (1996) 

SM 3£K QFRCE 4 (Transponder 5B) 

Ttecnmrcjfyef AngMs (1998) 

SKY HOWES SCREEN 1 

•teppet Trsoaura Wand (1996) 
(34917835)745A Halfday to Rameflibar 
( la °5) (35500038) 950 GoMtocfca and 
fto Tima Baan (1995) ( 86020 ) 1150 
Laoh t*e»» (1994} (94306583) 1245pm 
First Knight (1095) (21935496) 350 
P"*h*r: Moppet Traaaim Wand 
18280720) 355 Mlippat Tmaaims Wand 
(I99q (8053019)850 laehNes* (IBM) 
750Bad of Rmm (1996) (45835) 
950 tenaliaail (1995) (3*618816) 1156 
When Saturday Coma (1996) (85te9BI 
1-teaai Haradas la ttm Underworld 
(IBM) (9845626) 355 Ra fto ctiom on a 
/ Crime (1994) (631997) 440 Bojd Bnrfcs 
' and tiwThwa Bum (109S) (7203249) 

SKY MQVIK SCREEN 2 

55tem A DWtaranC Khd of Chriatmn 
(1»6) (72545} 730 Tha Pabbia mS Iha 
ftngufapggg P757e&1)845ThaBaon 
Prinwaa (1994) S683S3) 10.15 Baba 


(1995) (83182962) 1250 Tl» A ngst of 
P emra yt va n ia Avenue (1997) (36699) 
250pm A Waft to tha Ciouda (19S) 
(5J923 450Buatawaetod (1996) (8767) 
650 Baba (1996) (645451750118 Top 10 
(9720) 650 Ooldsoay (1995) (84 923496 ) 
10.10 The Rock— P review (55072B) 
10.13 The Rock (1996) @7170293) 
1255am Don Juan D e Ma r co (1996) 
<1904231 2.15 Othello (ISOS) (70*57862) 
4-20 Baa h—a c fc ed (1995) <52851(9 
SKY MOVES GOLD 

450pm The Pfr* Pmdher fj9B4) 

(9^0787) 650 Back to ttw Ftave Part 9 

(1969) (47S2274) 850 The Hum for Red 
OskrtMT (1989) (49607212) 10.13 Dirty 
Oenctog (1967) (B90B458) 1200 No 
Mercy (IMS) (B782713) IJDemLa 
Bamba (1987) (1923572) 340 Three 
Cotoe to the Founteto (1954) (5510404) 

TNT__ 

950pm Christmas In Connecticut 
(1092) [564842931 1150 The Shop 
Around the Comm (1340) (32237309) 
150MB GO West (1940) (32115133) 350 
Chriehnes to Connecticut (1992) 
(6QS2B573 550 Ctoee 

SKY SPORTS 1 _ 

750am Sports Contra (5B212) 850 Fdof 
bsf: Soccer AM Xmas (843361) 1150 UK 
Strongmai (48689) 1230pm FMdaK 
Goats wri Bfcnpora (74854) 250 Tennb' 
Ctilf ftenard's Celeortly Tounarert 
(62038) £00 Ftehmg: Marin Cup (68S45) 
550 IK Srongman (36361) 8J0 Footbel- 
■inrre AM Xmas (600979) 9J0 Terris. 
Oifl RchartTs CeteOnty TouflaiMri 
(70038) 1030 UK Strongman (ZfflOO) 
12JP flshsig. Marttt Cup fB9lS) 250am 
Tanrat CM1 RshanTs Cdebrty Toumanert 
(13066) 350 Close 


SKY SPORTS 2 


750em Tenrfc.CIfl Richerd-s C M abray 
Tomwmenl (4852816) 650 Ma*n FWang 
m 127308) 1050 Rugby Union. Salute to too 
Um 19841309) IZPOpm Ice Slatin g: ice 
Ware (1021835) £30 Trans World SfMt 

P12SSB3) 350 Temis RusadsW al mo Lb 

Open (4BS6309) 630 Rugby Ikuwr SMte 
to TO Urn (0486067) 050 Goti Bara' Hn 
TO Ryder Cup Was Won (5347941) 1250 
Trans Work) Sport (4788152) 
of 5exmg (9300881) 150 FinM fitondial 
(44l797ffl25DR»lbBB:Goalsaw Boo P- 
as HB343KI550 Ctose 


SKY SPORTS 3 


1250pm Westing- Sreemare (81140212) 
150 Hsh TV (81126632) 250 Soorirarts 
(52035813) 250 The Goiden Age ot Motor 
Raong (85483767) 350 Rugby Union- 
SaUe la TO Ltorrs (5B8Q3609) 650 World 
at Sadng (28385800) 650 Iron Woman: 
Devond&te (28472380) 750 Fkhing- Marin 
Cup (84193000) 950 Tier* Wcrid Sport 
(56300800) 1050 Bobby Chariton's Foot 
bal Scrapbook (83583748) 1150 Close 

EURQSPORT_ 


750am TitaBUon: Hawaii tonman (39800) 
950Cvekng. Tour de France (66864) 1150 
FootbaL World Cup Legends (95800) 
1250Motorspon. Le MansZ4 How (33038) 
150pm world's Strongest Man (19458) 
250 Terms: Charity Exhitition Mulches 
(995903) 450 Fun Spans Red Bull Ab Day 
(8632) 850 Motorcydne: Oftroad Uaga- 
ztoe (6545) 650 Bloopers (9125) 650 
FoorbeH* Works Cup Dream Teem (2467) 
750 Football Erzcpa XI v Rea e< toe WbrkJ 
XI (90309) 950 Bming WBU Heavywwghl 
ChanptasHp (9S293) 1050 Sumo: Grand 
Toumamera (98380) 1150 Snooker Euro¬ 
pean Learie (B1W3) 1250eraCtose 

UK GOLD_ 


7.00HII The SuSvans (4135835) 755 
Neidiboua (4848800) 950 Croearoads 
(2083306) 856 EastEndare (9633874) 9.00 
The BV (4613835) 055 FBJt To Dance 
with the While Dog (1893) (74 021274 ) 
1150 Tha Las Dawson Shoe (06033091 
1250 George and Mldrad (1923632) 
1256pm Only When I Laugh (2853564) 
150 In Stckness and tn Hsafth (4043583) 
2.10 CSff Richard In Concert (87565800) 
115 HfJft Bugey M elon. (1979) 
(46174583) 5.10 The Two Ronnie* 
(27473887) 850 in Scknes9 end m Heatih 
(6830467) 750Dad's Amy (9770485) 7.45 
Hfi-CteM (1415628) 850 Only Foote and 
Hoses (32570816) 10l45 BtackaddeYs 
dnstmas Carol (BE094SB) 1155 The BID 
(B61B309) 1250m FttJJfc The Febufeim 
Baker Bey (1 98^ (7877572) 2.15 Shap- 
ping (48777338) 

GRANADA PLUS_ 


SJXtam The BA (BS35Q8Q 750 Coigne- 
IKn Sueei Day (3894380)751 The Upc and 
Dorns o* Stan and Hite (€250545) 750 
The Ups and Dowrw of Stan and HMa 
(6261380) 850 The Ups and Downs ol Stan 
end HSda IB&7B35I 850 The Ups and 


□owns ol Stan and KHa (06961061 950 
The Ups and Downs ot Sun and Hilda 
(86074561 950 Christmas on TO Sued 
(2159361) 1050 Poasicr on TO Street 
(7772309) 1050 Passion on TO Sxreet 
18609670) 1150 Pas&on on TO Street 
(7995835) 1150 Passxn on TO Sheet 
(7998564) 1250 Passion on TO Strew 
10690922) 1250pm Passnr on toe Shew 
(2160477) 150 Crrtamas on to Shew 
(6256816) 150 Lite wfih the Duckworths 
(2169746) 250 Lite wito TO Duckworths 
(3751106) 250 Ule W01 TO Duckworths 
(70261251 350 Lite wtti TO Duckworths 
(3763941) 350 Lite writ TO Duckworths 
(7Q21B70) 450 Lite wSh TO Duckworths 
(7017477) 450 Christmas on TO Street 
(7006361) 850 Four Weddogs and a 
Funeral 13742456) 550 Four Weddngs and 
s Funeral (7020941) 650 Four Wedcfrigs 
and 4 Funeral (7027854) 850 Four 
Weddnga and a Funeral (7016106) 7.00 
Four Weddings an a a Funeral (3755922) 
750 Cmstmas on to Street (7007090) 
850 Tho&'s a Patty r toe Straw (3784870) 
850Thae's a Party to toe Street (37504771 
950There's a Party in TO Sneat (7915699) 
950There's a Party in toe Street (2173941) 
1050 There's a Party *1 TO Street 
(8691651) 1050 There's a Party in TO 
Street (B61769911150 Close 

CARLTON SELECT {cable} 

550pm FlUfc The Utile Web* OM 
(1987) (22287032) 750 The Three Tenors 
Impossible Dream ( 56489746 ) 850 The 
Befcferbacb' Tapes (54892380) 050 
Loiojoy Special (96739293) 1150 Daud 
Bowte. Serious Moonhpr (56742767) 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

EJUara Chri s t ma s Buss (9138632) &S0 
M taoscopic Mfton (8244545) 750 HIM: 
The Lksi Kfrtg {1804) (81922) 850 
LLdtay s Prinoo and TO Pauper (217291 
950 FUI: Chttty Chttty Bang Bang 
(1068) (84410421) 11.15 Hmon and 
Pumbaa (1496814) 1150 FILM: The BFG 
(57125) 150pm The Slav at Santa Claus 
(736701 250 FUJI: RoWn Hoed (1S73) 
(2426767) 356 Disney Anaraled Shorts 
taassaa 350 nut HUoy House's 
Chrtrtmae Carol (198^ (n2S) 450 
FILM The Lion King (1094) p9309) 550 
nut The Saitia abuse (1004) (66922) 
750 FILM The Return of Jafar ftS94) 
(111138C9 8.15 Wnrae TO Pooh and 
Chnstmas Too (175583) 950 Tha Sm&S 
One (13125) 950 Home tonproueme* 
(85651) 1050 Closo 


FOX KIDS NETWORK 

650am Noel (4066632) 650 Dudley TO 
Ckapon (7344107) 750 Hypeiman 

15817212) 750 Power Rangers 2eo 
(5603019) 050 Big BM Ocate borg s 
15648632) 850 Masked Rkter (5S48903I 
950 Acs Ventura (5662503) 950 Casf« 
(3476000) 1050 The T.C* (7368767) 1050 
Home lo Rant (5068767) 1150 SfKiermsn 
(5812767) 1250 Ule with Lowe (5663019) 
1250pm Utc with Lous (3487106) 150 
Gadget Boy (56165831150 Samurai Pizza 
Cats (3486477) 250 VR Troopers 
(2030835) 250 Powki Rangers Zee 
(2205864) 350 Bq Bad Beetiebngs 
(2842670) 350 Masked ftder 1 2217693) 
450 Aca ifenua (2296106) 450 Casper 
(2285090) 550 The Tick (2821187) 550 X 
Men (2209670) 6.00 Home to Rem 
(2206583) 650 Sweet V&Sey High 
I2297B35) 750 Close 

TCC 


8.00am Happey Ever Alter (614961 650 
Bobby's Wcdd PS12S) 750 Sorou (9*4 S) 
750 Dams too Menace (92380) 850 
Batmen (20632) 850 Batmen (27903)050 
Earthworm Jm (at583) 050 Romuald TO 
Reindeer (1 (Ml 564) 9.45 Romuald TO 
R eo aee i (1046019) 1050 Oscar's Orches¬ 
tra 1664771 1050 Fbsn Goman (47767) 
11.00 tswgoud (36485) 1150 Glamor 
(BESM4) 1250 Spcou (38019) 1250pm 
SW (58361) 150 Batman 05*16) 150 
iUs True TramBsrs (57632) 250 Iznogoud 
(4106) 250 Rash Gordon (2854) 300 
Sonic (£841) 350 EarTOrorm Jm (4699! 
450 Dsnras TO Menace (3106) 450 
Batman (2090) 550 Owe 

CARTOON NETWORK 

AI you lareuiie cartoons tsoadcas; Son 
650am to 850pm, seven days a week. 

NICKELODEON _ 

650BH Rugrats 116922) 650 RugraB 
(78699) 750 Rufats (83019) 750 Rugrats 
(%884) 850 ftjgsts 07748) 850 RugraB 
(960191950 Rugreb (106991950 Rugrais 
(16361) 1050 Ffeagrats (52B1J 1030 
Rugrris (68203) 1150 Rugrate (51361) 
1150 Rugrats (52090) 1250 Rugrais 
(9063511250pm Rugrats (27477) 150 The 
SnH Wortd ot Ala* Me* (75030) 150 
CLoGsa ExpiaTO H An C67«0) 250 The 
Adventures ot Pe» and Pete (9632) 250 
KfiUaml (4670) 350 Baly Wppet'B POV 
(8767) 350 Capitol Critters (3167) 450 
Jurwtj (5922) 450 Ru(1106) 550 


Sister Srarei (3212) 550 Kenan and he! 
(2456) 650 Sabrina TO Teenage Witch 
(2669J 650Moesha (66£i| 750 Close 

TROUBLE_ 


1250pm Swan's Ooes*> 9 (6847564) 
1250 Reedy or Not (9148458) 1.00 
Madsen (80631061150 CaHomte Dreams 
(9147729) 250 Stored by TO Bek (8818545) 
250Swan's Crossing (3694603) 350 9-2-5 
(8820380) 350 Ready or No) (36067481 
4.00 Saved bv TO Beil (3610583) 450 USA 
High (3614767) 550 Hanghme (8832125) 
650 California Dreams (3605019) 650 TX 
Sn (3685632) 650 Mxfeon (3619212) 750 
Hangtime (B812361) 750 USA High 
(3615446) 850 Ctosr 

CHALLENGE TV 


550pm Crus W<t< (5458) 550 Move on 
Up (6670) 650Fantiy Fortunes (3583) 650 
Catchpteese (4835) 7.15 The 564.000 
Question (352361) B50 Sp« Second 
(936019) B30 Karaoke Challenge (3477) 
9.15 Winne. Taxes AJI 1646212) 1050 
Treasure Hrrt (43800) 11.15 Karaoke 

Challenge (633748) 1250 Say toe Word 
(81572) 1250am Moor spring (50958) 
150 Father Doufre Mysteries (75404) 250 
FILM: The Hound of tha BaskanrDaa 
(1983) (74775) 450 Alerts Ned Door 
{38152} 550 Screenshop (11133) 

BRAVO _ 


850pm FILM; Flrtf Bleed (1902) 
(46B5903) 1050 FILM: Rants FM 
Blood Part tt (198S) (1843477) 1250 
FILM: Ftantoo Bf (1988) (3855355) 
2.00am FTLIt FM Blood (1982) 
(4131349) 450 FILM: Rantoo: FM Blood 
Part II (108S) (5031125) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

750pm Grace Under Flra (3906) 750 
Roseame (2B35) 850 EJm (9496) 850 
Cyb* (8&03) 950 Cheers (71125) 950 Tao 
(309*1) IttOO Fraser (915641 1050 The 
Kenny Everett Show (5565?) 1150 Fesovai 
Ol Fun (76670) 1150 Elen 158835; 1250 
Rosoerro (76626) 1230am N^saanO 
(37249) 150 Soap (930®) 150 Too 
(32442) 250 festival ol Fiji (61539) 230 
Grace Under Fire (40046) 350 Frasier 
(72201) 350 The Kenny SveraB Show 
(84628) 450 Owe 

THE sem CHANNEL 

B5Dp>fl FILM: Conan tha Deatropar 
(1884) 13717922) 1050 mil: Xlro 11 — 


the Second Eneouiter (1991) (2S32926) 
1250 HUS: Bad Diana (1988) 
(6756065) 155am The Making ol SJaretvp 
Troopers (6B7t97B) 250 Dark Shadows 
(7157794) 250 New Altred Hmtoocfc 
(7136201) 350 Fndav TO 13tn (9S35133) 

HOME & LEISURE_ 


950am Scteemlng Reels (6830274) 950 
Tcaal FisHng wan Malt Heyes (9140816) 
1050 Salmon Run wffii Jack Cnantor 
(1218477) 1050 Go RsHnq (6636458) 
1150 Ra« Hunt (1645835) 1150 Salmon 
fttowah Jack Chorion (16*656*112.00 Go 
Fistvng 16&5T038) 1250pm Scraarrang 
Reels (91*483?) 150 Go Fitfang (B869380) 
150 Flu Hunt (9143903) 250 Go ttshrg 
(8821019)250Screamng Reels 13607477) 
3.00 Rex Him (8833854! 350 Go Fishng 
(3602922) 450 Close 

DISCOVERY 


450pm Bush Tucker Man (3666729) 450 
Ftgreme (36109*1) B50 Ancwii Warners 
(98458991 550 Beyond 2000 (3601293) 
650 Keeo'e Siory. The Real Lie Story o* 
Free Wily (B1K65H 750 The Lost Wortd 
14601941) 850 The Lost World (46873611 
950 The Loa Wond 14607125) 1050 The 
lost Wortd (4600212) 1155 The Lost World 
(8853729) 1250 The Driven Min (3638317) 
150am Disaster (4881882) 150 Beyond 
2000 (9513959) 250 Ctee 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

750pm Dne lo Ihe Edge c* Creation 
(8570841) 850 Wild Coirtry. W4d Horses 
(6556361) 950 Rivera ol Lie (8576125) 
1050 Arataa Sand. Sea and Sky Mountain 
Earner (8579212) 1150 Witf Lite Adven¬ 
tures- Diving with Great Whales £893632) 
1200 Searching (or TO Exharonestnals 
(*966688) 1230am Borneo: Beyond TO 
Grave (2176626) 150 dote 

TRAVEL (cable) _ 


1250pm Trans-sijerten flail Jorenew 150 
No Truckin' Holiday 1.30 On toe Horeon 
200worldwide GM» 250 The Flavoiis ol 
France 850 The Ocean World ol Jtfwi 
Stoneman 350 Tiavet Uve Takes 011 4.00 
Fteel World 450 On Tour550Gang Places 
650 Railway Adveniuies Acress Europe 
650 The Friendship Drive 750 Aide 
Wonderland 850 Cries ol TO World 830 
The People and Places, ol Alnca 950 Swiss 
Rateay Journeys 1050 F4ghte Over Span 
1230 Aspeos ol Lite 1150 Ridge Ritters 
1150 ^wns Safaris 1250 Ctosa 


THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

450pm Aobome (1535701 550 Modern 
Marvtfe (2803922) 6.00 Ancient lAyslenes 
(7222669) 750 Bcgraphy Evita — Woman 
Behnd Ihe Mvrh (2385187) 850 Close 

CARLTON FOOD (cable) 

1250pm Twelve Days al Ctonstmas 1230 
French Lunch 150 Food sc w Thcughi 150 
Worral Thompson Cookjc 250 Indian 
Kjtchen 250 Planer Nosh 350 Tha 
Rest&mnr Shew 350 Graham Ken's 
Kitchen 4.00 From tha Ground Up 450 
Ross's Foreign Assignment 550 Close 

LIVING 


650am Tiny Living (3700552) 950 

Broctode (6427534) 950 Ready Steady. 
Coo* (643*125) 10.10 RUUI: My Fair Lady 
(1964) 127020699) 150pm The roung and 
toe Restless (4514729) 205 Han io Han 
(2441360) 350 FILM: GenOenwn Prater 
Btandes (1953) (96659651) 450 Cheap 
Ctvc (39156125) 850 Lesie's Cnn&rmac 
Countdown (20343274| 550 RLU; My 
Fur Lady (1984) (7487*9221 850 Jerry 
Springer Dout*a &U (71565835) 1050 The 
Sar Zone (8087729) 1150 ErwMlammen: 
Now* (86238J3) 1250 Ctesa 

ZEE TV 


650am UhdrVyun (67336800) 750 

Jaagran (840138001 750 Patesian Busi¬ 
ness Update (8*105835) 850 ZEE Busi¬ 
ness News (76*12816) 8.16 ZEE Mune 
(75*35767) 850 Aahaa (22273203) 950 
Rang Badrengi (2228*545) 950 A$p Kr 
Farrealsh (81130835) 1050 Mohabtel A*. 
Mehabba (8* tOiOiB) 1150 Food Festival 
Pol Luck (35*96835) 1150 Mast Mast Heb 
Z ndagi (35497564) 1250 Dastaan 

(22284308) 1250pm Daraar (91134851) 
150 Hire* FttJfc Hama* Hdal (758t9670| 
450 FWItoS Top 10 (35487187) 550 Ek Aur 
Uruse (58435856) S50 In a Jrtty 
(28464361J 650 Krrn Paanrto (£846127*1 
650 Hey Ki Ho (2848SB54) 750 PancTa- 
ya (48S30403) 750 Cnemagte (28*91035) 
BM Nswc and Euronews (32235011) 850 
Arvto (43520908) 950 Ch-srmes Day 
Spooai FfrJkt tfbmat (331739*1) 1200 
CkBS 450am FILM: Surtya (83706626) 
MTV 


The 34 hour muafc channei 

VH-1 


Th* vldM hlla channel 
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SAILING 29 

Whitbread skipper 
rues costly 
tactical mistake 



WOMEN IN SPORT 33 

Nock discovers 
the knack 
of winning 



WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 241997 


FA sanctions Boxing Day return 

Klinsmann in 
dear to play 
against Villa 


AFTER waiting Ih. years for 
his return, Tottenham Hot¬ 
spur supporters yesterday 
began counting down the 
hours until the moment that 
they could savour again the 
skills of Jurgen Klinsmann. 
They might get their wish 
sooner than they thought. 

When he made his dramatic 
reappearance at White Han 
Lane on Monday, it was 
thought that Klinsmann's ini¬ 
tial opponents would be 
Arsenal on Sunday. However, 
the Germany striker was yes¬ 
terday cleared to make an 
immediate return to the FA 
Carling Premiership on Box¬ 
ing Day, when Tottenham 
play Aston Villa. 

Alan Sugar, the Tottenham 
chairman, rushed to get the 
paperwork completed and the 
Football Association received 
Klinsmann’s transfer certifi¬ 
cate from their Italian counter¬ 
parts yesterday afternoon. 


By Matt Dickinson 

Peter Barnes, the Tottenham 
secretary, said: “Jurgen is 
available to day at Aston Villa 
now that alt die paperwork is 
completed, although whether 
he does play depends on 
Christian Gross [the head 
coach]." 

Klinsmann’S appearance at 
Villa Park would almost cer¬ 
tainly mean a renewal of 


Smith graduates_33 


acquaintances with Mark 
Bosnich. the Australia goal¬ 
keeper who was involved in an 
aerial collision with him three 
seasons ago. Klinsmann was 
knocked unconscious and 
Tottenham supporters never 
forgave Bosnich. They taunted 
him mercilessly at White Hart 
Lane die next season and his 
response of a Nazi salute was 
deemed particularly insensi- 



Klinsmann is felled by Bosnich’s challenge at ViHa Park 



No 1285 


DOWN 

1 Mothcrof-pearl (5) 

2 Decorate (food) (7) 

3 Duty {4) 

4 University site (6) 

$ Feasible (8) 

6 Eccentric improper (5) 

7 Shadow-boxed; argued (7) 

12 ~~ not a —ms stirring.- m 
W 

13 Sophist (7) 

15 Fr. country house (7) 

16 Sbdb(pe»)r ob dead (U90) 
18 not even a—~{CC 

Moore} (5) 

20 Slow learner (5) 

21 Lhdc island; little distance (fl 

UTIONTONO 1284 

OSS" I Beggar 4 Dwarf 8 Floss 9 Refrain 10 Etna 
men' 12 Strange 14Treble 16Latvia 20Excerpt 
Ss 24 Ewe 25 Asunder 26 Arena 27 Taboo 28 Mettle 
i/n- | Before the mast 2 Groupie 3 Arsenal 4 Defer 
lain 6 Finnegans Wake 7 Crush 13 Aft 
ppdse 18 Violent 19 Stem 21 Crumb 22 Radio 


1H E v-TI M ES BOOKSHOP 


"Twos the —- (5) 

Generous (supply) (7) 
before —. when (9) 

A meal: a drink (3) 

Way out (4) 

Rebel aboard ( 8 ) 

Unit of Roman legion (6) 

(Horse) in the first three ( 6 ) 
Fdlow-fceting (8) 

Solid; tricky (4) 

Note of debt (I.M) 
Indifference (91 
Minotaur killer (7) 

V. all through the - (5) 
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five at a dub with such 
widespread Jewish connec¬ 
tions. Bosnich claimed that it 
was a joke that misfired. 

Gross refused to rule out the 
possibility of Klinsmann play¬ 
ing at V31a Park, saying 
“maybe” when die notion was 
pur to him yesterday. It app¬ 
ears increasingly likely, how¬ 
ever. (hat his surprise £175,000 
signing will not join the dub's 
struggle against relegation un¬ 
til the weekend. 

Klinsmann, who has agreed 
to cut short a fortnights 
holiday he bad planned with 
his family over Christmas and 
the new year, had hinted 
strongly oh Monday that 
Arsenal were the first oppo¬ 
nents in his sights. 

It would be a return to 
savour, as well as pitting him 
against Ars&ne Wenger, who. 
as manager of AS Monaco, 
brought him to Ranee and 
then sold him to Tottenham 
two years later, 

Wenger's decision to offload 
Klinsmann in 1994 was a 
surprise, given that he had 
done an excellent job of replac¬ 
ing George Weah by scoring 
38 goals in two seasons. 
Wenger denied yesterday that 
it had been because of a rift. 

"We had many young strik¬ 
ers like Sonny Anderson, Hen¬ 
ry and Djorkaeff at Monaco," 
Wenger said. “Klinsmann was 
nearly 30 and he wanted to go. 
If you look at his career, he has 
moved a lot It is part of his 
personality to discover new 
cities, new countries. He is 
very intelligent, very gifted at 
languages and very curious. 
He was ready to leave. 

“I am sure he can do well for 
Spurs. He is a good profes¬ 
sional and a very fit guy. He is 
33 years old and when you 
have a striker who lasts so 
long, who can play at the top 
level at that age. you know he 
must be serious. It is not a 
gamble for Spurs because it is 
short term. And he is cheap.” 

hi Germany, opinion is not 
so generous. There is a grow¬ 
ing belief that Klinsmann, 
despite being captain, is strug¬ 
gling to maintain his place in 
Bern Vogts’s national team 
an4 that his move to fee 
Premiership, where he is 
guaranteed first-team football 
nor available ar Saropdoria, is 
a gamble to try to keep his 
World Cup place. 

One player who wil] not be 
involved in the north London 
derby is Tony Adams. The 31- 
year-old Arsenal defender will 
see a specialist about his bade 
problem and is expected to be 
out of action for at least a 
month. Wenger is considering 
sending the England centre 
half to the south of France to 
recuperate. 



Brad FriedeL the American goalkeep¬ 
er, who has had to wait five years for 
his chance to join an English dub, 
hopes that he win only have to wait a 
few more days before making his 
debut for Liverpool in their FA 
Carling Premiership match against 
Leeds United on Boxing Day. 

FriedeL 26. met his new team-urates 
at a training session yest erda y, after 


finally being granted a work permit 
He had previously foiled three tunes 
to gain one to play for Newcastle 
United, Sunderland and Southamp¬ 
ton. . _ 

Now he has to prove to Roy Evans, 
the Liverpool manager, that he is 
worth putting straight into the team. 
David James, the fiist-dioice goal¬ 
keeper at Anfidd, has endured some 


erratic displays that have earned him 
fee nickname “Calamity James”. Ev- . 
ans said: "David James's ability has 
never been m doubt m. my eyes, but we 
have great competition now —' two' 
No 1 goalkeepers." 

. Fried el has his sights, set on taking ■ 
over .the lead role on the international 
stage, too. He is at present playing 
understudy to Kasey Keller, the 


Leicester City goalkeeper, in fee 
United States team. Friede! believes 
his move to England will help his 
cause immensely. 

“Ifs taken a long, long.time, but it 
will all be worthwhile,’’ hie said. “1 
believe feat by playfogliere it will do 
my international career a world of 
good, and give me a great build-up to 
.fee World Cup finals." 


Fans bit out over power struggle 


By John Gooobody 

AFTER fee blackout at 
Seihurst Park on Monday 
night the Premier League 
yesterday launched an inquiry 
into floodlight failures, which 
could result in every member 
dub being forced to install 
their own back-up generator. 

The League, embarrassed 
by the third lighting failure in 
FA Carling Premiership 
games this season, is awaiting 
explanations for fee latest' 
abandoned match, between 
Wimbledon and Arsenal, and 
could reduce or withhold fee 
£252,582 facility fee that Wim¬ 
bledon earn by having fee 
match televised live by Sky. 
The Football Supporters ’ As¬ 
sociation (FSA) is threatening 
to sue dubs, not only for the 
cost of their seats, but also for 
their travelling expenses- 

Sheila Spiers, the FSA vioe- 
chairwurnan. said that she 
was astonished that no back¬ 
up electrical system was in 
place and predicted that, as 
fee cost of watching football 
continued to rise, spectators 
could resort to legal measures 
to get compensation. 


"I think it's getting to fee 
stage of not just getting the 
money back for a ticket Clubs 
should be sued to get all fee 
money back it costs to travel to 
a game," she said. "We are in 
me of the richest leagues in 
the world and. we couldn’t 
organise an egg-box.” v 
The other fixtures feat had 
to be abandoned this season 
were Derby County against 
Wimbledon at Pride Park in 
August, and the televised 
match at Upton Park last 
month between West Ham 
United and Crystal Palace. 
Mike Lee. fee Premier League 



Hammann free admission 


spokesman, said: “As in the 
other cases of floodlight fail¬ 
ure, Wimbledon will be asked 
to provide a full explanation of' 
the events of Monday night 
Clubs have an • absolute re¬ 
sponsibility . to ensure that 
tortures are not disrupted and 
we wifi require a detailed 
statement an wftythatfailed to 
occur in this instance. 

“On the broader issue, we 
are concerned feat floodlight 
failures have now occurred on 
three separate occasions this 
season and we are initiating 
an investigation into the facili¬ 
ties. and provisions relating to 
the electricity supply at all 
Premiership grounds. 

“A team of specialist electri¬ 
cal consultants have been 
a s k ed to examine fee current 
state of electrical equipment, 
fee provisiQn and use of back¬ 
up genera tor s and . fee de¬ 
mands con supply, particularly 
during televised games. We 
wQI consider further steps 
wife our dubs once this work 
has been completed.” 

Jonathan David, the light¬ 
ing division sec r et a ry of the 
Chartered Institute of Build¬ 
ing Services Engineers, said 


chat, from fee initial reports, it 
appeared as though there had 
been a problem wife fee 
switch gear that controls the 
power supply to Seihurst 
Park.' 

However, responsibility for 
the failure may lie wife Wim¬ 
bledon. Any failure to fulfil a 
fixture is a breach <rf fee 
league’s rules, unless'fee cir¬ 
cumstances are outside the 
dub’s control. 

Sam Hamxnam, fee co¬ 
owner of Wimbledon, has 
promised to try to let fee 
crowd of nearly 23.000 from 
Monday night in fear free when 
the fixture is. replayed, but 
added that he was not actually 
required to do so as the game 
had gone beyond halftime. 

: But ftter Storrie, .West 
Ham’s director of football, 
yesterday gave wanting feat 
there were problems- -.With 
-back-up generators, partly 
' because of fee apace required. 
The dub has received advice 
in the last month fearit would 
need two generators at Upton 
Park, one at either end of the 
ground, and housed in a 
special buSding. rallter like an 
electricity substation. 



A fter fee pomp and ceres 
mony of fee Stade Ve¬ 
lodrome in Marseilles 
three weeks ago. when the 
draw was made for fee 1998 
World Cup finals, most Eng¬ 
lish o b s er vers reacted wife a 
beady mix of glee and relict 
Their position in group G, 
alongside Romania, Gofom- 
bia and Tunisia, was deemed 
entirely satisfactory; ft could 
have been better but it could 
have been much worse. Yes¬ 
terday. after fee release of fee 
latest rankings by Fife, the 
sport's world governing body, 
England’s task was placed in 
a new perspective. 

En gland were ranked sixth . 
at the time of the draw but are 
now fourth, their best position 
since 1992, when fee Fife list 
was first treated wife any 
degree of seriousness. Only 
Brazil fee world champions. 
Germany, file European 


Russell Kempson unravels the implications of the 
new Fifa listing of football’s movers and shakers 


champions, and the Czech 
Republic, who have failed to 
qualify ftn-the finals in France 
next year, lie above them. 

Glenn Hoddle. fee England 
coach, may view it as some 
consolation, albeit beta red. for 
the feet that iris side was not 
seeded in the World Cup 
draw. Despite lobbying from 
fee Football Association, Fife 
stuck by its complex formula 
of felting into account 60 per 
cent of each c o untr y' s records 
In the past three World Cup 
finals and 40 per cent of its 
official rankings. 

England were always at a 
disadvantage, having not 
reached the finals m fee 
United States in 1994, and so it 


proved. Romania and Hol¬ 
land received fee last seeded 
berths — after Brazil France, 
the hosts, Ifefy. Germany. 
Argentina and Spam. — and 
Hoddle was forced to take pot 

luck. 

"It's amazing what’s hap¬ 
pened now," John Gorman, 
noddle’s assistant, said yes¬ 
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terday. “It's nice to be rated so 
high, but it was obviously too 
late for fee draw. Maybe it 
would have swayed ft slightly, 
who knows?” 

Of greater significance hi 
Fife’S rankings is feat; statisti¬ 
cally. group G has taken on 
the mantle as the most com¬ 
petitive in fee finals — the 
“group of death” perhaps. If 
England's position (fourth) is 
added to that of Romania 
(seventh), Colombia (tenth) 
and Tunisia (23rd), the total is 

44 

The closest is group A. an 66 
— Bnafl (first), Norway (jfeiF- 
feenfh). Morocco (fifteenth) 
and Scotland (37th) — and fee 
most distant is group D. wife 


147. made up by Spun (elev¬ 
enth), Paraguay (29th), Btd- 
garia£ 6 cfa) aid Nigeria (71 'sQ. 

“People said ft was one of 
the easiest groups and a plain 
draw, everyone seemed to 
jump on the bandwagon,” 

Gorman said. "We knew it 
waisn’t. we’d dote our calcula¬ 
tions. Once you look a ft a bit 
more deeply, a lot tougher, 
than people think.” 

England, act least, have re¬ 
ceived fazfeCTConfiniimioii of 
their newfound status among 
the world dftt; having risen 
from twelfth place in 'fee 
rankmgs-at the end of last 
year, “f think tins is recogni¬ 
tion of fee huge progress fee 
players have made under 
Glenn and John during fee 
past two years,” David JJa- 
vies; fee FA* head of external 
affairs, said yesterday. “In 
another 12 months, maybe we 
can go evorhigher.” 



England’s 
selectors 
get vote of 
confidence 

By Our Sports Staff 

ENGLAND'S cricket selec¬ 
tors have had their con¬ 
tracts extended. David 
Graveney, the chairman. 
Mid his colleagues, Gra¬ 
ham Gooch and Mike 
Catting,' whose agree¬ 
ments wife the England 
and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) were all due to end 
before the 1999 World Cup. 
were given a hearty vote of 
ccmfiifa^e-by fee England 
management advisory 
com mi ttee, which met at 
Lord’s yesterday. 

David-Lloyd, the coach 
appointed at fee start of the 
1996 season, has also had 
his contract extended be¬ 
yond fee World Cup, 
which will be in England. 
Wayne Morton, the phys¬ 
iotherapist, and the fitness 
consultant. Dean Riddle, 
complete the backroom 


"We are delighted with 
the progress we are mak¬ 
ing at international level, 
so it is quite right that we 
should recognise feat 
progress by rewarding the 
selectors for their efforts," 
Tim Lamb, the ECU'S chief 
executive, said. 

“The appointments will 
also ensure we maintain 
our policy of continuity in 
selection both as regards 
Test cricket and, in particu¬ 
lar, during'the buiid-un tn 
fee World Cup." 

Graveney and Gooch 
whose contracts were due 
to end in February 1999 
lrave bem given six-month 
extensions. Catting, whose 
agreement rah to next Feb¬ 
ruary, has been reappoint¬ 
ed for a further rwo years 

Graveney said: -pfe 
vKHisty delighted the 

Board has seen fit to extend 

my contract and those of 
my colleagues. I have en¬ 
joyed tire challenge of the 
role and I flunk feingc 
have gone reasonably weE 
wife fee recent victory in 
Sharjah being a real boost 
for. everyone.” 

-Gooch, who will manage 
the A team tour of Keny a 
and SrfLarika which starts 
cm December 29. said: -p m 
defigjrted and honoured 
haw ban «ted to remag 

involved and I_look for¬ 
ward to continuing to nm 
so m et hing back mto fee 
game. We have made real 
progress lately.” 
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